
  
  
      
        
          For Such a Time as This

          A Lenten Devotional

		      
          Briana Bass

        

        
          
          
        

      

    


  
  Copyright © 2026 by Briana Bass 
All rights reserved.
No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or author, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. For permission requests, contact Perfect Peace Publishing, LLC at brianabass@authorbrianabass.com.
This publication is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter covered. It is sold with the understanding that neither the author nor the publisher is engaged in rendering legal, investment, accounting or other professional services. While the publisher and author have used their best efforts in preparing this book, they make no representations or warranties with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the contents of this book and specifically disclaim any implied warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created or extended by sales representatives or written sales materials. The advice and strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. You should consult with a professional when appropriate. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be liable for any loss of profit or any other commercial damages, including but not limited to special, incidental, consequential, personal, or other damages.
All scripture quoted within this publication is from the King James Version, public domain.






  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Introduction
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        Ash Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        Mary of Bethany
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        Monday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        Tuesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        11.
        
        Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        12.
        
        Martha
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        13.
        
        Monday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        14.
        
        Tuesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        15.
        
        Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        16.
        
        Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        17.
        
        Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        18.
        
        Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        19.
        
        Mary, Mother of Jesus
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        20.
        
        Monday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        21.
        
        Tuesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        22.
        
        Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        23.
        
        Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        24.
        
        Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        25.
        
        Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        26.
        
        Elizabeth
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        27.
        
        Monday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        28.
        
        Tuesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        29.
        
        Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        30.
        
        Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        31.
        
        Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        32.
        
        Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        33.
        
        Salome
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        34.
        
        Monday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        35.
        
        Tuesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        36.
        
        Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        37.
        
        Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        38.
        
        Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        39.
        
        Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        40.
        
        Joanna
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        41.
        
        Monday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        42.
        
        Tuesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        43.
        
        Wednesday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        44.
        
        Maundy Thursday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        45.
        
        Good Friday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        46.
        
        Holy Saturday
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        47.
        
        Mary Magdalene
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        48.
        
        Afterword
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Your Next Step in Faith
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Subscribe to The Cozy Corner Newsletter
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        About the Author
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  Introduction


For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?
Esther 4:14

These words spoken to Queen Esther echo across the centuries, reminding us that God places His people in particular moments for divine purposes. We find it on social media posts, embroidered on pillows, and quoted in women's ministry groups. Why do Mordecai's famous words to Esther still resonate with us today? 
Because it gives us comfort. It is easy to look at the brokenness of our world and wonder why we must live through seasons of division, suffering, and uncertainty. Yet we know that God's divine providence is bigger than our fears. Before we were born, God ordained this time and this place for us. Just as He positioned Esther in her generation, He has placed us in ours.
The lives of the women who walked with Jesus during His final days also reflect this truth. From Mary of Bethany's anointing to the faithful presence of Mary Magdalene at the tomb, each woman was called into her moment—her "such a time as this." Their courage, devotion, and witness shaped the Easter story in ways that continue to inspire us today.
This devotional invites you to journey alongside these women during Lent. Each day, we will reflect on scripture, consider the example of our foremothers in faith, and close in prayer. On Sundays, we will learn more about the women who followed Jesus: Mary of Bethany, Martha, Mary the Mother of Jesus, Elizabeth, Salome, Joanna, and Mary Magdalene.
Their lives remind us that God's purposes are not limited by fear or circumstance. Like Esther, and like the women of Holy Week, we too are made for such a time as this. May their stories strengthen us to live faithfully in our own generation, trusting that God's providence is greater than our uncertainty and His calling deeper than our doubts.

Blessings,

Briana








  
  Ash Wednesday

Matthew 26: 6-7


Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper,
There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat.
Today begins the most somber season on the church calendar. While we know how the story ends, the events that precede the Resurrection cause us grief and pain. Those who loved and followed Jesus during His earthly ministry as they witnessed firsthand His arrest, death, and resurrection felt that same grief and pain. 
The woman in this scripture likely understood what was about to happen. She sensed Jesus' time on earth was ending. Two roads stretched out before her: she could allow herself to become paralyzed by grief, or she could mold her grief into something actionable. As we know from the story, she chose the second road and anointed Jesus with oil mere days before His death.
Lent presents us with similar options. We can spend the next six weeks immobilized by grief, or we can take action. For many people, taking action means choosing to give up something for Lent. You may consider relinquishing an addiction, such as nicotine, or an idol, such as social media. Another option is to embrace acts of service, such as volunteering at church nurseries or planning purposeful periods for prayer.
The woman we read about today gave something up. She sacrificed an expensive bottle of oil, knowing that the value of the oil paled in comparison to the value of her worship. There is no material item in the world that can compare to our worship, either. Jesus never asks us to give Him earthly possessions. He only asks for our hearts.

REFLECTION

What are you giving up or taking on this year?






PRAYER

Redeeming God, thank You for the examples of the God-fearing women who came before me. Open my mind to the lessons You want me to learn from them. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.






  
  Thursday

Matthew 26: 8-9


But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste?
For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.
The disciples make a fair point. From a human perspective, we understand our excess can bless the less fortunate. In doing so, we also bless ourselves. As Proverbs 22:9 says, "He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor." 
This story features a follower of Jesus. She understood His teachings concerning the treatment of the poor. Yet she also understood something the male disciples missed. Jesus does not operate from a human perspective; He sees the world differently than we do. He loves the poor and encourages us to feed and clothe them, but He also wants us to understand sacrifice.
Although His sacrifice is the greatest of all, we also have to make sacrifices. Living a Christian life requires us to leave behind a life of sin. This can often mean declining activities that secular society promotes or sacrificing our time, talents, and treasures for our church communities. Sacrifice is not the same as denial. To sacrifice, you must give something up. That's why it's so popular to give up something for Lent.
Sacrifice is something we should approach with joy. It's an honor to sacrifice for the Lord. To sacrifice for Jesus is to trade temporary comfort for everlasting joy.


REFLECTION

What have you sacrificed for Jesus?



PRAYER

Redeeming God, as You open my eyes to the needs of those around me, please also open my heart to You. Show me where and how You require me to sacrifice. Let me be willing to give up the things of this world for Your Kingdom. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.






  
  Friday

Matthew 26: 10-11


When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me.
For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always.
I've often wondered what the woman was thinking during this conversation between Jesus and the disciples. Perhaps she felt indignant that they spoke about her as if she weren't there. Has that ever happened to you? 
We instinctively protect ourselves, especially when facing damaging statements. Now, there's nothing wrong with wanting to correct falsehoods or have agency in your life, but it's important to temper your reaction. Anger is never a good response. Instead, let the peace of Jesus guide you.
Perhaps the woman in this story wanted to interject and explain her actions. Maybe she was ready to wag her finger at the disciples as she defended pouring expensive oil on Christ's head. Yet she didn't have to defend herself because Jesus spoke on her behalf. He rebuked the disciples for belittling the woman and what she did for Him. He not only acknowledged what she did, but He celebrated it.
We can find comfort because Jesus defends us, too. The next time you become defensive over your words or actions, take a step back and allow Jesus to step in. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to give you the correct response to your situation.


REFLECTION

How does Jesus defend you?



PRAYER

Redeeming God, thank You for being my greatest defender. Life is full of moments where I feel misunderstood or ignored. I know You are in my corner, supporting and loving me. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.






  
  Saturday

Matthew 26: 12-13


For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.
Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.
Jesus' words ring true. Two thousand years later we still tell the story of this woman. Her anointing of Jesus is a powerful testimony of her faith. She is not merely part of the Easter story; she plays a crucial role in preparing Jesus for His death on the cross. 
In Matthew's Gospel, the woman is unnamed. The Book of John identifies the woman as Mary of Bethany. Regardless of her name, we know her true identity: just like us, she too is a child of the King of Kings. Her earthly name is irrelevant. Our earthly names are irrelevant. What matters is to whom we belong: Jesus.
That kind of thinking is the opposite of what secular society promotes. The world tells us to make names for ourselves. We're encouraged to pursue fame, to become household names. It doesn't matter what you do to achieve this fame. Notoriety achieves the same goal as excelling in a field or vocation. For good or for bad, people will know your name.
Jesus turned the world upside down. In His Kingdom, your actions should point people towards God and not towards yourself. Your name means far less than the love, hospitality, and honesty you spread throughout the world. In the end, the world may forget your name, but Jesus will never forget what you've done in His name.


REFLECTION

Does the world know you by name or by deed?



PRAYER

Redeeming God, I want to be remembered as Your beloved child. Let my actions in this world point towards You. May everything I do glorify You, not me. In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.
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