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The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.

A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all who would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have come from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23, “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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The title of this book refers to the two censuses - first as they left Sinai to travel to the Promised Land, and the second in the fortieth year of wilderness wandering. In between these two censuses, the history of the Israelites is recounted.

The book begins with a census, the numbering of the warriors of Israel by age and by tribe. In the second chapter, these tribes are arranged around the tabernacle. Three to the north, three to the south, three to the east, and three to the west.

Contained within chapter three are the sons of Aaron, matters of the Levites and various responsibilities, and Moses and Aaron’s campsite. This information provides an understanding of the order and structure, which is important in the life of any believer.

Chapter four discusses the Kohathites, priestly responsibilities, and the numbering of Aaron’s descendants. In chapter five, we find that the defiled were put outside the camp. This was done to preserve holiness, which was vitally important to the Israelites, as well as to us today as believers. The scriptures state that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. (Hebrews 12:14). Matters of jealousy are also discussed in chapter five.

In chapter six, the Nazarite vow is discussed, followed by the offerings of Israelite leaders in chapter seven. In chapter eight, lighting the lamps, purification rituals for Levites, and Levitical age limits are the focus. Observing the Passover begins chapter nine, followed by the cloud and the fire. When the cloud rested, the Israelites made camp. When the cloud was taken up, they would journey forward.

Chapter ten discusses the trumpets and the journey from Sinai to Paran. In chapter eleven, we find the Israelites complaining, and Moses confronts the LORD. God offers a solution, and seventy elders are appointed to help Moses.

Following this, Miriam and Aaron angered the LORD. Miriam becomes leprous and is placed outside the camp. After seven days, she was healed, and the Israelites took up their journey again.

Twelve spies are chosen to scout out the Promised Land, two of whom are Caleb and Joshua. These two are important characters and are mentioned several times throughout Numbers and Deuteronomy. Joshua would eventually become the new leader, and much of his story is contained in the book titled after his name.

The twelve spies find giants in the Promised Land and are filled with fear. They feel like grasshoppers in their sight. Caleb and Joshua have faith and believe it can be taken. The ten outweigh the two, and Israel fails to enter the Promised Land.

Chapter fifteen gives guidelines for the Promised Land. The Israelites would still enter, only it would be longer because of their unbelief. In chapter sixteen, the account of Korah’s rebellion is spoken of, followed by the sign of true priests in chapter seventeen. In this account, Aaron’s rod buds, a sign that God has chosen Aaron and his lineage to be the priests of the Israelites.
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