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Preface

I did not begin this book intending to write about peace. I began it trying to answer a smaller, more stubborn question that would not leave my study: why do so many believers who can quote the promises of God from memory still carry themselves like people under siege? I have sat with too many saints, gifted, faithful, generous with their time and their tithes, who nonetheless flinch at every closed door and interpret every silence from heaven as abandonment. Something was missing, and it was not doctrine. It was atmosphere.

The word shalom kept returning to me from Scripture until I could no longer treat it as a greeting or a closing line in a letter. It became, for me, the missing hinge between what we believe and how we actually live. I have watched congregations rehearse sound theology on Sunday and then spend the rest of the week negotiating with fear as though fear had a legitimate seat at the table. This book grew out of the conviction that peace is not the reward believers receive after every battle is won, but the atmosphere God establishes around a heart that has already answered His invitation, an atmosphere available long before the last enemy leaves the valley.

What follows is not a theory built in a library. Every chapter has been tested in hospital corridors, in leadership meetings gone wrong, in the quiet hours after a funeral, and in my own seasons of waiting on God when the answer was slow and the pressure was not. I have changed names and details to protect the people who trusted me with their stories, and in a number of cases the illustrations that follow are composites drawn from years of pastoral experience rather than transcripts of a single event, but I have not softened the lessons those stories taught me. Where Scripture corrects a popular misreading, I have said so plainly, because a wounded soul deserves accuracy, not merely comfort.

I invite you to read this book the way it was written, slowly, with your Bible open beside it, and with enough honesty to let the reflection questions do their work in you before you move to the next chapter. Some of what you read will unsettle you before it settles you. Let it. The God who spoke peace over Bethlehem two thousand years ago is still speaking it over open hearts today, and it has your name on it.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah

Senior Associate Minister, Victory Bible Church International (VBCI)
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"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men."

Luke 2:14 (KJV)

The night Jesus was born, nobody important was awake. The palace slept. The temple slept. The men who wrote laws and collected taxes and moved armies across the map of the world slept. The only people awake were shepherds, working men on the bottom rung of an occupied nation, keeping watch over someone else's sheep in the dark.

It was to these men that heaven opened. The glory of the Lord shone around them, and an angel announced the birth of a Savior. Then, as if one voice were not enough for such news, a multitude of the heavenly host filled the sky with a declaration that has never stopped echoing: glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Notice carefully what heaven announced. The angels did not announce a new political program. They did not announce the removal of Rome, the end of taxation, or the cancellation of every hardship the shepherds would face when the sky closed and the ordinary night returned. Heaven announced an atmosphere. Glory ascending to God. Peace descending to earth. Goodwill flowing toward humanity. When God came near, the atmosphere changed before a single circumstance did.

A brief note on the wording is worth pausing over. The King James rendering, good will toward men, and the reading favored by many modern translations, peace among those on whom his favor rests, reflect a genuine textual and translational question in Luke 2:14. Either reading is well attested, and neither undermines the theme of this book, since the announcement remains one of divine favor breaking into human history and reordering the atmosphere around those who receive it.

That is what this book is about.

More Than the Absence of Conflict

Shalom is more than the absence of conflict. It is the atmosphere of divine order, wholeness, quiet confidence, safety, spiritual alignment, and goodwill that God establishes around those whose minds are stayed on Him. The world defines peace by what is missing: no war, no noise, no argument. Heaven defines peace by what is present: God Himself, governing a heart that has yielded to His rule.

Human beings have built impressive systems, and many of those systems quietly oppose peace. Scripture puts it plainly:


"Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions."


Ecclesiastes 7:29 (KJV)

God made humanity upright, but we have pursued many inventions, and a great number of them manufacture the very unrest we then spend our lives trying to escape. We invented economies that reward anxiety, schedules that leave no room for stillness, devices that follow us to bed and wake before we do, and cultures of comparison in which no achievement is ever enough. A person can now carry the complaints of an entire planet in his pocket and wonder why his heart is never quiet. The inventions are not all evil, but they are all loud, and none of them can produce what the soul actually needs.

Into that noise, the kingdom of God introduces another order:


"For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."


Romans 14:17 (KJV)

Righteousness, peace, and joy. Where the government of God is received, this is the climate it creates. Shalom is the evidence that heaven is governing the heart. It does not mean there are no battles, storms, or difficult circumstances. It means the presence of God has become stronger within us than the pressure surrounding us.

Two Rooms, One Report

Some years ago, two families sat in the same hospital waiting room on the same evening. Both had received nearly the same report about a loved one in surgery. One family filled the room with panic. Phone calls multiplied fear from relative to relative. Every footstep in the corridor was interpreted as disaster approaching. The other family, believers from a small congregation, sat with the same weight on their hearts, but something in their bearing was different. They wept, and then they prayed. They asked honest questions, and then they gave thanks. Before the night ended, a nurse quietly asked one of them what made their family different, because, she said, she could feel it when she entered the room.

Same building. Same report. Two atmospheres. That nurse had discovered what this book will keep saying in a hundred ways: peace is not the weather around you. Peace is the climate within you, and it can be felt by everyone who comes near.

The Journey of This Book

This book explores how we receive, preserve, express, transmit, and extend the peace of God. Part One lays the foundation by defining shalom as the atmosphere of God and showing that true spiritual fervency is carried in settledness, not in noise. Part Two guards that atmosphere with reverence, teaching us how to relate rightly to God, to people, and to the enemy. Part Three turns inward, because peace is won or lost in the way we interpret our experiences and in our willingness to surrender control. Part Four anchors everything in covenant, so that our peace rests on the finished work of Christ rather than on positive thinking. Part Five sends peace outward into our homes, churches, and communities. Part Six establishes eight essential truths about peace that every believer should be able to teach to another. Part Seven completes the journey where the angels began it, with goodwill, because a carrier of shalom must finally become a carrier of goodwill toward men.

I invite you to read slowly, with your Bible open. The chapters end with questions to answer honestly and prayers to pray sincerely. Wherever Christ is received and permitted to reign, shalom becomes possible. The announcement over Bethlehem was not only history. It is an invitation, and it has your name on it.

PART ONE: 

UNDERSTANDING THE ATMOSPHERE OF SHALOM

––––––––
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"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee."

Isaiah 26:3 (KJV)

	KEY INSIGHT

Shalom is not the reward for escaping trouble. It is the atmosphere God builds around a heart that has answered His invitation: nothing missing, nothing broken, nothing operating outside divine order.



What Shalom Actually Means

Shalom is one of the richest words in the Hebrew language, and one of the most shrunken words in modern usage. We have reduced peace to a feeling, or worse, to a pause between problems. The Hebrew mind understood something far larger. Shalom flows from a root that speaks of completeness and wholeness. It gathers into one word the ideas of peace, safety, welfare, soundness, prosperity, harmony, and health. When one Israelite greeted another with shalom, he was not merely saying hello. He was asking about the wholeness of a life: Is your household well? Is your body sound? Are your fields yielding? Are your relationships in order? Is anything missing? Is anything broken?

This is why shalom describes life as God intended it to be: nothing missing, nothing broken, and nothing operating outside divine order. The Western definition of peace is built on absence, the absence of war, the absence of noise, the absence of conflict. The biblical definition is built on presence, the presence of order, the presence of wholeness, and above all, the presence of God Himself. A cemetery has the absence of conflict. Only a life under God's government has shalom.

The prophet Isaiah tells us where this atmosphere comes from and how it is kept:


"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee."


Isaiah 26:3 (KJV)

The Hebrew behind the phrase perfect peace is literally shalom shalom, peace doubled, peace multiplied, peace pressed down and running over. And notice who keeps it. Not the man himself. God keeps him. Our part is the stayed mind, the mind leaned upon God the way a tired man leans his full weight on a staff. His part is the keeping. Shalom is the atmosphere God creates around us when we stay our minds on Him and respond to His invitation. God does not merely command us to have peace; He offers us a relationship that produces it.

The Altar Named Peace

If you want to see shalom in a single scene, come to a winepress in Ophrah during the days of the judges. For seven years the Midianites had swarmed Israel at every harvest like locusts with swords, stripping the land of grain and cattle and hope. Israel hid in dens and caves. And there we find a young man named Gideon, threshing wheat in a winepress, a pit designed for grapes, because he was afraid to be seen on the open threshing floor.

Into that pit of fear, the Angel of the LORD came and sat down. He greeted the frightened farmer with words that must have sounded almost like mockery: the LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valor. And when Gideon finally realized who had been speaking with him, terror seized him, for he had seen the Angel of the LORD face to face. Then God spoke the word that changed the atmosphere:


"And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die. Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovahshalom."


Judges 6:23–24 (KJV)

Jehovah Shalom. The LORD Is Peace. Now consider the timing, because the timing is the whole sermon. When Gideon named that altar, the Midianites were still camped in the valley. Not one enemy had fallen. Not one sword had been drawn. The crisis that drove him into the winepress was completely intact. Yet Gideon built an altar and declared that the LORD is peace, because peace had come to him as a Person before it came to him as a circumstance.

This is the thesis of this entire book. Shalom is the presence of God before it is the absence of Midian. If you wait for every enemy to leave the valley before you build your altar, you will never build it, because this life does not run out of valleys. But if you learn to name God your peace while the tents of trouble are still visible from your window, you have discovered the atmosphere of God, and no invasion can take it from you.

The Invitation of the Engaged Heart

How, then, do we enter this atmosphere? God Himself asks the question through Jeremiah:


"Who is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the LORD. And ye shall be my people, and I will be your God."


Jeremiah 30:21–22 (KJV)

God is looking for something specific, and it is not attendance. It is engagement of heart. A man can be present in the sanctuary while his heart sits in his office, rehearsing Monday's problems. A woman can sing every song while her heart stands in yesterday's argument. Physical presence is easy. The engaged heart is the costly thing, and it is the only thing that opens the door to covenant intimacy. Notice that the engaged heart is answered with the covenant formula itself: ye shall be my people, and I will be your God. Shalom develops when the heart, the will, the thoughts, and the desires of a person become aligned with God.

Three Responses That Open the Atmosphere

Scripture shows us three responses that engage the heart with God. Each one moves us deeper into the atmosphere of shalom.

The first is the response of the heart. God says through Solomon, my son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways (Proverbs 23:26). God desires the inner person, not merely outward religious activity. He is not flattered by motion; He is moved by surrender.

I think of Sister Comfort, a widow I have known for many years. When her husband died suddenly, the whole congregation braced for her collapse. The marriage had been long and tender, and the loss was cruel. But in the weeks that followed, people noticed something they could not explain. She grieved honestly, she wept freely, yet underneath the tears there was a settledness that steadied everyone who came to console her. Visitors who arrived to comfort her went home comforted. When a younger woman finally asked her how she could be so calm, Sister Comfort gave an answer worth engraving. She said, my daughter, I did not start trusting God at the graveside. I started in my kitchen, thirty years ago, when nobody was watching. The atmosphere people felt in her living room had been built in three decades of a given heart. Peace in the storm is always the fruit of surrender before the storm.

The second is the response of sacrifice. The psalmist records God's summons: gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice (Psalm 50:5). Covenant peace requires surrendered living. Let us be careful here, because this can be misheard. Sacrifice does not purchase peace, and it never obligates God as though He were paying a wage. Scripture is emphatic that if it is of works, it is no more grace (Romans 11:6), and that salvation is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8–9). Sacrifice does not buy what grace gives freely. Rather, sacrifice positions us. A surrendered life clears the altar so that the fire of God's presence has somewhere to fall. The man who holds nothing back from God has nothing left for anxiety to hold hostage.

The third is the response of availability. When Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up and heard the question, whom shall I send, he answered, here am I; send me (Isaiah 6:8). Peace deepens when we become available for God's purpose. There is a restlessness that no vacation can cure, because it is not the restlessness of a tired body but of an unyielded life. The old saints were right: the heart remains restless until it rests in the God who made it, and the heart rests most deeply when it is spent on His purposes. Many believers are anxious not because their circumstances are wrong but because their availability is withheld. The moment they say, here am I, a strange calm follows, for the soul was built for assignment.

Settled, Not Passive

Let no one mistake shalom for passivity. Gideon built the altar of peace and then tore down the altar of Baal, gathered an army, and went to the valley. Peace did not make him idle; it made him useful. Fear had kept him in a winepress. Peace sent him to the battlefield. Shalom is not the sedation of the soul. It is the settled condition of a heart that has responded to God, and a settled heart is the most dangerous thing a believer can carry into enemy territory. In the next chapter we will see what that settledness looks like when it is filled with the Spirit of God, in the portrait of a Servant who carried infinite power without making noise.

Reflect and Respond


1. Before reading this chapter, how did you define peace? How does the Hebrew picture of shalom, nothing missing and nothing broken, enlarge or correct that definition?

2. Gideon named the altar The LORD Is Peace while the Midianites were still camped in the valley. What valley are you facing right now, and what would it mean to build your altar before the battle instead of after it?

3. Of the three responses, the heart, sacrifice, and availability, which is currently weakest in your walk with God? What is one concrete step you can take this week to strengthen it?

4. Sister Comfort said she began trusting God in her kitchen thirty years before the graveside. What daily, hidden practices are you building now that will hold you when a storm arrives?


Prayer Prompt

Father, I answer Your invitation today. I engage my heart to approach You, not with activity alone but with affection. Over every valley in my life where the enemy still camps, I build an altar and I call You Jehovah Shalom, The LORD Is Peace. Keep me in perfect peace as I stay my mind on You. I give You my heart, I lay my life on Your altar as a living sacrifice, and I make myself available for Your purpose. Here am I, Lord. Send me. In Jesus' name, amen.

Chapter Two

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
The Atmosphere of God for Goodwill

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah

W KINGDOM TRUTH
== | PRESS





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image000.png
W KINGDOM TRUTH
PRESS





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





