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Preface to the Second Edition

	 

	Feedback from readers of the first edition indicated that the one thing they felt was missing was a glossary or dictionary to allow them to look up individual words without needing to know the subject context.

	The book contains only a selection of cant and slang terms so that many words were, in any case, missing.

	For the second edition, I have provided this dictionary. It contains words that are not referenced elsewhere in the text as well as those that are.

	In the process of producing this edition, I have also updated some of the vocabulary in the individual chapters and have added some small new subsections but the changes are relatively minor.
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Introduction

	Planning to visit Georgian London? You've collected some period money, got yourself kitted out with the appropriate clothes and had your inoculations. You have had your inoculations, haven’t you? If not, go and do it right now. There are some nasty diseases and the environment is not healthy.

	But one thing is missing. As well as the grand buildings in the West End, you want to see something of the seamier side of life. To do this, you have to blend in, and to blend in you have to know the language.

	Canting, Flash Lingo, St Giles’ Greek, Pedlars’ French - the language of the London Underworld. You need more than just a few words.

	Frankly, you can go into a flash ken and say bene darkmans but unless you can tell a clapperdogeon from a running smobbler the dambers will know you’re half flash and half foolish and if you don’t buy a brush the upright man will turn you over to a miller and you’ll be taking an earth bath in a wooden surcoat before you know it.

	Fortunately, you can avoid this fate with a little effort. A few hours study of this volume will enable you to pass as a bowman prig, even in the lowest company.

	Don’t be a sapskull. Carry it with you at all times. 

	Digressions

	At intervals in this volume I have digressed into other topics that I think you may need to know to make your trip a more enjoyable (and survivable) experience. If you have done your own research before setting out, or if you are only interested in canting, feel free to skip them. I shall not be insulted.

	Stalling the Rogue

	There is a very ancient ceremony called Stalling the Rogue to initiate a candidate into the society of rogues. It is described as follows:

	The upright man takes a gage of bowse and pours it on the head of the rogue to be admitted; saying:

	I, A.B. do stall thee B.C. to the rogue; and from henceforth it shall be lawful for thee to cant for thy living in all places.

	It is unlikely that you will ever be stalled but at least when you have read this book you will know who the upright man is, the nature of bowse and why you might want a gage of it. And you never know. Strange things can happen in big cities and Georgian London is one of the biggest and strangest on the planet.

	Disclaimer

	This is not an academic work and should not be used as such. It is simply intended as a guide for fellow time-travellers and is presented in the hope that it might be useful.

	The author must confess to a lack of formal qualifications in linguistics and lexicography. He does know enough to be aware of the vast seas of ignorance surrounding his little island of knowledge and apologises for any misconceptions or outright errors caused thereby.

	If you are interested in the factual foundations of this work you can consult the Appendix on Academic Stuff. 

	For the purposes of this book, ‘London’ is taken to be a combination of the City of London and surrounding areas, Westminster and Southwark.

	 

	
Chapter One

	Getting Started

	Greetings

	
		
				Bene Lightmans

				Good day

		

		
				Bene Darkmans

				Good night

		

		
				How dost do my Buff?

				How are things going?

		

	

	Lightmans and Darkmans are, of course, the Day and the Night. Night may also be referred to as Blindman’s Holiday.

	Bene means good. Buff here is an adjective with man (or cove etc) implied. A buff person is one who stands buff - is strong and reliable.

	Depending on the time of year, you can comment that the weather is Ard (hot) or Znees (frosty) or that there is a Scotch Mist (soaking rain). Even among rogues, a comment on the English weather is always an acceptable way to start a conversation.

	Good and Bad

	Bene or Bien (pronounced ‘bean’) is a general term for good. Comparative (better) is Benar and Superlative (best or very good) is Beneship. It can be used in many contexts:

	
		
				Bene Bowse

				Good beer or strong liquor

		

		
				Bene Cove

				A good companion

		

		
				To Cut Bene Whids

				To speak gently

		

		
				To Pike on the Bene

				To run away while you can (in modern parlance, get out while the going is good)

		

	

	A similar term is Rum. The modern meaning has shifted to mean ‘Odd’ but in Georgian England it means ‘Good’.

	Bene generally applies to people; Rum applies to things, although the rule is not absolute. For example:

	
		
				Rum Prancer

				A fine or beautiful horse

		

		
				Rum Kicks

				Breeches with gold or silver brocade

		

		
				Rum Clout

				A fine silk handkerchief

		

		
				Rum Nab

				A good hat

		

		
				Rum Nantz

				Good French brandy

		

	

	The opposite term is Queer meaning bad. Queer can apply to both people and things. For example:

	
		
				Queer Prancer

				An old, worn-out horse

		

		
				Queer Kicks

				A pair of old and tattered breeches

		

		
				Queer Clout

				An old handkerchief

		

		
				Captain Queernabs

				A shabby-looking man in poor clothes

		

		
				Queer Cull

				A fop or a fool

		

	

	A rogue may be referred to as a Queer Cove. In this sense it is descriptive rather than pejorative. It can be used to describe roguish activities. For example:

	
		
				Queer Cole Maker

				A maker of false coins

		

		
				Queer Plungers

				Rogues who pretend to nearly drown and then try to extract money from Humane Societies and others

		

		
				Queer Rooster

				An informer

		

	

	Men and Women

	The terms for men and women are extensive and will be covered in more detail in later chapters. The following are a few of the basic terms:

	
		
				Cove or Cull

				A man

		

		
				Swell

				A gentleman

		

		
				Mort

				A woman

		

		
				Gentry Mort

				A gentlewoman

		

	

	Now that you have a general idea of how this works, it is time to dive in and start learning some serious vocabulary. Alcohol is always a good place to start.

	 

	
Chapter Two

	Buying a Drink

	Time travelling is thirsty work so, shortly after arriving, you are likely to need a drink. The terms alehouse (which sells drink only), tavern (food and drink) and inn (food, drink and accommodation) are perfectly acceptable but there are some other terms you may hear, which are presented below. Georgian London has hundreds of these establishments. You should have no trouble finding one.

	There are a large number of terms for drink and drinking. Whilst there is no need for you to use them all, you should at least recognise the terms when you hear them. Don’t forget that you can use Bene, Rum and Queer as additional descriptors. A Bowsing Ken is an alehouse but if you like it you can describe it as a Bene Bowsing Ken.

	Digression: Taverns

	There are one or two taverns which might be of special interest to the gentleman time traveller.

	The Mitre in Fleet Street was Dr. Johnson’s favourite supper-house and his coterie included Oliver Goldsmith, Thomas Percy, John Hawkesworth and James Boswell. If you are in the mood to be richly insulted by an eminent lexicographer you need do no more than attempt to interrupt the good Doctor’s dinner.

	The Rose Tavern in Covent Garden was a favourite venue in the early Georgian period for dramatists and poets. Poet and playwright John Gay (famous for The Beggar’s Opera) was a patron. One inspired if drunken evening, Gay and his friends concocted a popular love ditty, entitled Molly Mogg of the Rose, in compliment to the then barmaid.

	The Rummer is located between Whitehall and Charing Cross. If you are in London before November 7th 1750 (when it burned down) it is well worth a visit. It is, among other things, the site of the first recorded robbery by escapologist Jack Sheppard (executed in 1724) from whence he stole two silver spoons.

	If you happen to be in Pall Mall on 26th January 1765 and aren’t upset by the sight of blood, you might care to visit The Star and Garter and check out the duel/drunken brawl between Lord Byron (the 5th Baron and grand-uncle of the more famous poet) and his soon to be late friend Mr Chaworth. In an undignified scuffle in one of the rooms, Byron ran his sword through his opponent’s stomach, causing him to expire the next day.

	More importantly, in 1774 the tavern was the meeting place of the first cricket club where Sir Horace Mann (Kent), The Duke of Dorset (Surrey) and Lord Tankerville (Hampshire) laid down the first set of rules of the game.

	If you are interested in boxing, The Castle Tavern in Holborn is, in the later Georgian period, a must see. It was the headquarters of the Prize Ring, kept by two of its heroes, Tom Belcher (until 1828) and, thereafter, Tom Spring. The Daffy Club was inaugurated here by a Mr James Soares for its members to enjoy gin (daffy) and sports. It met in the long room beneath the portraits of pugilistic heroes, including Jem Belcher, Burke, Jackson, Tom Belcher, Joe Ward, Dutch Sam, Gregson, Humphreys, Mendoza, Cribb, Molyneux, Gulley, Randall, Turner, Martin, Harmer, Spring, Neat, Hickman, Painter, Scroggins and Tom Owen and also Jem Belcher’s dog, Trusty, who apparently rated in this august company.

	If you want to try your luck in low company you can visit The Queen’s Head in Duke’s Court, Bow Street but more study of this guide is recommended before you do so. If you don’t know what you are doing you are likely to Catch a Cold or get into trouble. Don’t Sit on Thorns - we shall get there soon enough. The tavern is known locally as the Go Shop due to their serving gin and water in three-halfpenny bowls known as Goes.

	 


Inns and Taverns

	
		
				Bowsing Ken

				Alehouse (literally Drinking Place)

		

		
				Touting Ken

				Alehouse (refers to Innkeepers touting for custom)

		

		
				Hedge Tavern

				A small, obscure tavern. Also one frequented by sharpers (dishonest gamblers)

		

		
				Flash Ken; Flash Crib

				A tavern frequented by rogues

		

		
				Mumpers’ Hall

				A tavern frequented by beggars

		

		
				Stop Hole Abbey

				The nick name of the chief rendezvous of the canting crew

		

	

	If you think the landlord will let you run a tab you can ask to Hang it up or to Walk up the Wall. At the end of the evening you pay your Scran.

	If you really want to be popular you can offer to Stand Huff or pay for everyone’s drinks. The alternative, to Lush at Freeman’s Quay, is to drink at another’s expense, but this is seldom as well appreciated.

	The rogues of London often use punning or jocular names for their watering holes, perhaps to conceal their identity from any casual eavesdroppers.

	For example, “(At the sign of) the fifteen shillings” refers to “The Three Crowns” (five shillings being a crown).

	 

	
		
				The Five shillings

				The Crown

		

		
				The Ten shillings

				The Two Crowns

		

		
				The Fifteen shillings

				The Three Crowns

		

		
				The Prancer’s Poll

				The Nag’s Head (10 James Street, Covent Garden)

		

		
				The Split Crow

				The Spread Eagle

		

		
				The Relish

				The Cheshire Cheese (145 Fleet Street)

		

	

	 

	In a similar vein, we have:

	
		
				The Nyp Shop

				The Peacock (Gray’s Inn Lane) where drinks are served in ‘nyps’ (half pints).

		

		
				The Go Shop

				The Queen’s Head (Duke’s court, Bow street, Covent Garden) where drinks are served in ‘goes’ (three-halfpenny bowls of gin and water)

		

		
				The Brace Tavern

				A room in the S.E. corner of the King’s Bench Prison where prisoners could buy beer. It was kept by two brothers of the name of Partridge, in other words, a brace of partridges.

		

	

	 

	Tavern Workers

	
		
				Beggar Maker

				Publican or alehouse keeper

		

		
				Bluffer

				Innkeeper

		

		
				Flash Cove or Covess

				Landlord or landlady of a flash ken

		

		
				Draper; Ale Draper

				Alehouse keeper

		

		
				Dash; Rum Hopper

				The man who draws beer or other drinks

		

		
				Neck Stamper; Squeaker

				A pot boy

		

	

	Note that an innkeeper can be referred to as a Buffer rather than a Bluffer. However, as this is also a term for dog, it is best avoided.

	Drinks

	There are many different terms for drink.

	
		
				Booze; Bowse; Bub; Fuddle; Guzzle

				General term for drink

		

		
				Taplash; Wibble

				Poor quality drink

		

		
				Christened; Baptised

				Drinks that have been watered

		

		
				Bene Bowse; Cup of the Creature; Suck; Swizzle; Tipple

				Strong liquor

		

		
				Balderdash

				Adulterated wine

		

	

	Beer, Brandy, Gin and Wine

	
		
				Belch; Bub; Hum Cap; Knock Me Down; Nappy Ale; Oil of Barley; Sir John Barleycorn; Stingo; Stitchback

				Strong beer

		

		
				Act of Parliament; Rot Gut; Water Bewitched

				Small (heavily watered) beer

		

		
				Bingo; Blue Ruin; Blue Tape; Daffy; Diddle; Drain; Frog’s Wine; Geneva; Heart’s Ease; Jackey; Lady Dacre’s Wine; Lightning; Max; Rag Water; Sky Blue; South Sea Mountain; Strip Me Naked; White Ribbon; White Tape; White Wool

				Gin

		

		
				Cold Tea; Cool Nantz; French Cream; Red Ribbon; Rum Nantz; Red Tape; Suit and Cloak

				Brandy

		

		
				Black Strap; Kill Priest; Red Fustian

				Port or sometimes claret

		

		
				Bristol Milk

				Sherry

		

		
				Rum Gutlers

				Canary wine

		

		
				Grapple the Rails

				Irish Whiskey

		

		
				 

				 

		

	

	The most popular drinks are beer or ale, gin and brandy, but many drink wine and there is a variety of punches. Beer needs to be divided into strong beer and small beer - the latter being quite dilute. The enormous popularity of gin is shown by the number of different terms for it.

	Don’t worry if you can’t remember all these terms. A general selection will suffice.

	Digression: Gin

	The ‘Glorious Revolution’ of 1688 brought William of Orange to the British throne. Accompanying him on the ship was an uninvited guest but her presence was so familiar that no one commented on it. Her name was Madame Geneva, more commonly known in the short form - Gin. Distilled alcohol flavoured with juniper berries, it was encouraged by successive governments, which at the same time were restricting the imports of French brandy.

	As the 18th century got going, gin became more and more popular and drunkenness became common to the point of affecting the economy through lost labour. Moralists and politicians joined forces to try and bring this foreign lady to heel but she refused to go quietly.

	Compared to malt distilling (for, say, whiskey), producing gin is fairly simple and it could be produced cheaply in back rooms. When an Act in 1729 attempted to tax gin, the excise men had the devil’s own job tracking where it was being made. Moreover, the Act defined gin as spirits to which juniper berries had been added. The rogues of London, no fools, simply left out the juniper berries and carried on. The poorer people of London were prepared to drink what was effectively raw spirit if it were cheap enough.

	Determined to dig itself into a hole, the Government, in 1736, brought in punitive taxes of 20 shillings to the gallon and required £50 for an annual licence to sell gin. People ignored it. Informers were encouraged at £5 a time. This resulted in the Magistrates’ Courts being nearly overwhelmed, organised gangs of informers, mob riots and lynchings (of said informers). The government introduced more and more harsh measures to even less effect. The Riot Act was read and the mobs ignored it. Madame Geneva’s supporters were manning the barricades.

	In 1751, Josiah Tucker of Bristol calculated that the annual amount gin cost the economy was three million, nine hundred and ninety-seven thousand, six hundred and nineteen pounds, and eleven pence halfpenny. While it is a wonderful example of spurious accuracy, the round sum of four million pounds is still impressive.

	Sanity eventually prevailed. The Gin Act of 1751 cut licences and excise down to almost nothing and suddenly it became easier to do things legally. There were restrictions on precisely who could get a licence and it took a while to come fully into effect but by the end of the 1750s the Lady had achieved respectability and had settled down to become a tolerated member of society.

	Other Drinks

	
		
				All Nations

				The drainings of the last drops of all bottles collected in a single bowl

		

		
				Bragget

				Mead and ale sweetened with honey

		

		
				Bumbo

				Brandy, water and sugar

		

		
				Calibogus

				Rum and spruce beer (American beverage)

		

		
				Cobbler’s Punch

				Treacle, vinegar, gin and water

		

		
				Doctor

				Mild and water with a little rum

		

		
				Flip

				Small beer, brandy and sugar, optionally with lemon

		

		
				Freeze

				Thin, small, hard cider, sometimes used to adulterate wine

		

		
				Grog

				Rum and water

		

		
				Hot Pot

				Ale and brandy served hot

		

		
				Huckle my Buff; Twist

				Beer, eggs and brandy, served hot

		

		
				Humpty Dumpty

				Ale boiled with brandy.

		

		
				Kill Devil

				Rum

		

		
				Pug Drink

				Watered Cider

		

		
				Punch

				Spirits, water, lemon and sugar

		

		
				Purl

				Ale with a dash of wormwood

		

		
				Purl Royal

				Canary wine with a dash of wormwood

		

		
				Stewed Quaker
 

				Burnt rum, with a piece of butter: an American remedy for a cold.

		

		
				Three Threads 

				Half common ale, and half stout or double beer.

		

		
				Toddy

				Rum, water, sugar and nutmeg

		

	

	Non-alcoholic Drinks

	
		
				Cat Lap; Chatter Broth; Congo; Gruts; Prattle Broth; Scandle Broth; Slop

				Tea

		

		
				Content

				A thick liquor, in imation of chocolate, made of milk and gingerbread

		

		
				Twist

				Half tea and half coffee

		

		
				Mahometan Gruel

				Coffee

		

		
				Stepney
 

				A decoction of raisins of the sun and lemons in conduit water, sweetened with sugar, and bottled up.

		

	

	Three pieces of advice:

	Stay away from cheap gin - it is generally adulterated and may kill you

	Don’t drink All Nations unless you have a really strong stomach

	If you are drinking Purl, make sure the Bluffer goes easy on the wormwood

	Vessels and Quantities

	
		
				Gage

				Pint or quart

		

		
				Nip; Size of Ale

				Half pint

		

		
				Cogue; Shove in the Mouth

				Dram

		

		
				Bouncing Cheat

				Bottle

		

		
				Bawdy-House Bottle

				Small bottle

		

		
				Soldier’s Bottle

				Large bottle

		

		
				Scotch pint

				Quart Bottle

		

		
				Flicker; Romer 

				Drinking glass

		

		
				Bubber; Whiskin

				Drinking bowl

		

		
				Clank

				Silver tankard

		

		
				Rum Clank

				Large silver tankard

		

	

	Glasses or bowls that are full to overflowing are called Bumpers or Facers. Empty bottles may be referred to as Dead Men or Marine Officers (the latter being regarded as completely useless by other seamen).

	Make sure you hang on to any tankard you are served with. If a Clank Napper (a thief who steals tankards) runs off with it you may be blamed and have to pay the cost of replacement.

	Also, remember that a Gage may be either a pint or a quart. If in doubt, stick to Nips (half-pints).

	Levels of Intoxication

	Stages of drunkenness range from the early, cheerful stages (Chirping Merry) to total incapacity (Floored).

	
		
				Bit by a Barn Mouse; Chirping Merry; Hickey; Mellow; In a Merry Pin; Tipsy

				Lightly intoxicated

		

		
				Drop in His Eye; Half Cut; Half Seas Over; Sucky

				Getting drunker

		

		
				Boosey; Been in the Sun; Bowsy; Corned; Got into the Crown Office; Cup-Shot; Cut; Disguised; Flawed; Flustered; Foxed; Hocus; In his Altitudes; In the Gun; Nazie; Pogy; Pot Valiant; Bought the Sack; Top Heavy

				Drunk

		

		
				Clear; Deep Cut; Cut in the Back Leg; Drunk as David’s Sow; Drunk as a Wheelbarrow; Drunk as an Emperor; Floored; Maudlin Drunk; Surveyor of the Highways; Swallowed a Hare

				Very drunk

		

		
				Crop Sick; Womble-Ty-Cropt

				Hung over

		

	

	A drunken man may be described using any of the above. He may also be described as a Bingo Boy (or Mort if a woman), an Ensign Bearer, a Guzzle Guts, a Piss Maker, a Swill Tub, a Tickle Pitcher, a Toper or a Toss Pot. 

	An excess of liquor may result in any of the following:

	
		
				Cast up your Accounts; Cat; Flash the Hash; Cascade; Shoot the Cat; Flay the Flea; Flay the Fox

				Vomit

		

	

	Watch out for anyone described as a Vice-Admiral of the Narrow Seas - it refers to a drunk who urinates under the table into his companions’ shoes. Sit near somebody else. Also, don’t be a Rat (get taken up by the Watch when drunk) - the overnight accommodation in the watchhouse is most uncomfortable. Better not to get more than Half Cut if you can manage it.

	Useful Phrases

	If you want to suggest going out for a drink you might propose to the assembled company that you all Go and Suck your Faces.

	If the company is amenable to the suggestion and you end up in a Bowsing Ken, then to order a drink, say to the man doing the drawing Rum-hopper, tip us a then add, as appropriate:

	
		
				Flash of Lightning

				Glass of gin

		

		
				Line of the Old Author

				Dram of brandy

		

		
				Boozing-cheat of Rum Gutlers

				Bottle of canary wine

		

		
				Gage of Knock-me-down

				Pint of strong beer

		

	

	And so forth.

	If someone is about to depart you might offer to Liquor their Boots – that is, give them with a drink before they go.

	If you have accidentally left yourself short of money you can say to one of the company, Will you stand godfather and I’ll take care of the brat? He may or may not be happy to  pay the reckoning and leave you to pay him back later.

	 

	 

	
Chapter Three

	Money

	Before we go any further it is time to discuss money.

	For anyone used to a decimal system, the old English Imperial units can be a little tricky. Your basic unit is the penny. There are twelve pennies to the shilling; twenty shillings to the pound or twenty one shillings to the guinea. A quarter of a penny is known as a farthing. Four pence is called a groat. Five shillings is a crown and... oh never mind, you’ll soon pick it up.

	General Terms for Money

	
		
				Balsam; Bit; Blunt; Bunce; Bustle; Chink; Cly; Cole; Coriander; Crop; Derbies; Dimmock; Dust; Gelt; Ginger-Bread; Iron; Kelter; King’s Pictures; Loure; Muck; Poney; Prey; Quids; Rag; Recruits; Rhino; Ribbin; Stephen

				Money in general

		

		
				Goree

				Money, usually gold

		

		
				Plate

				Money, usually silver

		

		
				Lurries

				Money but also small valuable items (watches, rings etc)

		

	

	Coins and Amounts of Money

	
		
				Fadge; Grig; Jack; Mopus; Rag; Scrope

				Farthing

		

		
				Baubee; Brads; Grocery; Mag; Make; Mopus

				Halfpenny

		

		
				Win; Winchester

				Penny

		

		
				Dace; Deux Wins; Deuce

				Twopence

		

		
				Threpps; Thrums; Tres Wins

				Threepence

		

		
				Croker; Flag; Half a Hog

				Groat (fourpence)

		

		
				Bender; Cripple; Crook; Crookback; Pig; Sice; Simon; Syebuck; Tanner; Tester; Tilbury; Tizzy

				Sixpence

		

		
				Ill Fortune

				Nine pence

		

		
				Bob; Borde; Hog; Jogue; She Lion; Twelver

				Shilling

		

		
				Button

				A bad (forged) shilling.

		

		
				Loon Slate

				Thirteen pence halfpenny

		

		
				George; Half an Ounce; Fore Coachwheel; Slate; Slot; Trooper

				Half a crown

		

		
				Bull; Bull’s Eye; Coachwheel; Hind Coachwheel; Decus

				Crown (5 shillings)

		

		
				Spangle

				Seven shillings

		

		
				Half a Bean; Half a Quid; Smelts

				Half a guinea (ten shillings and sixpence)

		

		
				Heart’s Ease; Strike

				Twenty shillings

		

		
				Bean; Canary Bird; Goldfinch; Yellow George; Husky Lour; Job; Megg; Quid; Ridge; Stranger; Yellow Boy

				Guinea

		

	

	Unless you are in the latter end of the Georgian period, do not refer to sovereigns. The first one was not minted until 1817.

	Banknotes

	Depending on which part of the Georgian period you are visiting, you may not have much contact with banknotes. The first fixed amount notes did not appear until 1725 and the smallest denomination was £20. The £5 note was not issued until 1793 and the £2 and £1 notes not until 1797.

	As a consequence of this, there are very few cant terms for banknotes. Flimsies and Screens are the main ones, with Queer Screens referring to forgeries. Rag, normally the term for farthing, is also sometimes used for banknotes.

	Pecuniary Status

	
		
				Chicken Nabob

				One returned from the East Indies with a moderate fortune of fifty or sixty thousand pounds

		

		
				Dipped

				In debt, pawned or mortgaged

		

		
				Dished Up

				Totally ruined

		

		
				To make Ducks and Drakes of one’s money

				To throw it idly away

		

		
				Goldfinch

				One who has commonly a purse full of gold

		

		
				Plump in the Pocket; Warm; At High Tide; At High Water; Up in the Stirrups; Well Inlaid

				Rich, in good circumstances

		

		
				At Low Tide; At Low Water

				When there is no money in a man’s pocket

		

		
				Outrun the Constable

				In debt through living beyond one’s means

		

	

	A Gentleman of Three Ins isin debt, in gaol, and in danger of remaining there for life and Gentleman of Three Outs - without money, without wit, and without manners.

	Monetary Transactions

	
		
				Apothecary’s Bill

				A bill for a great many items

		

		
				Blood for Blood; Chop

				Barter

		

		
				Come

				Lend

		

		
				A Draught on the Pump at Aldgate

				A bad bill of exchange

		

		
				Flemish Account

				A losing or bad account

		

		
				Long-Winded Paymaster

				One who takes long credit

		

		
				Round Dealing

				Plain, honest dealing

		

		
				Smithfield Bargain

				A bargain whereby the purchaser is taken in

		

		
				Take French Leave

				Run away from your creditors

		

	

	Borrowing Money

	Hopefully, you have provided yourself with enough money but if you find you have Outrun the Constable and your affairs are at Low Tide and you cannot Touch a companion for funds, you may need to Break your Shins and visit a Two to One Shop or a Ten in the Hundred. Or, in simpler language, you need to visit a pawn broker.

	
		
				Breaking Shins

				Borrowing money

		

		
				Dun

				An importunate creditor

		

		
				Touch

				Borrow from an acquaintance

		

		
				Lay on the Shelf; Lay up in Lavender; Spout; Shove up the Spout; Vamp

				Pawn an item

		

		
				Two to One Shop

				Pawnbroker

		

		
				Cent per Cent; Ten in the Hundred

				Usurer

		

		
				Gullgroper; Impost Taker

				Usurer who attends gaming tables and lends money at exorbitant rates

		

		
				Hark-Ye-ing

				Whispering on one side to borrow money

		

	

	Goods that are pawned for greater than their actual value are known as Pursenets. In return, the money must be repaid at an exorbitant rate of interest. The young men who take up these offers are known as Rabbit Suckers. 

	Disposing of Stolen Goods

	Although you should not be doing this yourself, if you are keeping low company you will frequently find that your companions raise money via the disposal of stolen goods.

	
		
				Fence; Lock

				A buyer of stolen goods

		

		
				Lock; Stalling Ken

				Place for receiving stolen goods - a fence’s house or shop

		

		
				Lumber House

				A house used by thieves to store stolen goods

		

		
				Lumber

				Deposit property at a pawnbroker’s, or elsewhere, for security

		

		
				Plant

				The place where stolen goods are secreted, either in the fence’s house or elsewhere

		

	

	Note that in the early Georgian period Fence can simply mean spend as well as dispose of stolen goods. Be sure of the context before you use or interpret it.

	Spending Money

	
		
				Melt

				Spend

		

		
				Penny Wise and Pound Foolish

				Saving in small matters, extravagant in great

		

	

	Forgery

	There are two main methods of coin forgery in use in the Georgian period - minting and clipping. Minting involves casting false coins in base metal. Clipping refers to shaving metal (silver or gold) from a coin, selling the resulting metal (or forging it into new coins) and then buying goods with the original coin at its full face value.

	Good money is referred to as Rum, bad money as Queer.

	
		
				Browns and Whistlers

				Forged farthings and halfpennies

		

		
				Button

				A forged shilling

		

		
				Nips

				The shears used for clipping

		

		
				Queer Bit; Queer Cole; Shan; Swimmer

				Base or forged money

		

		
				Queer Screens

				Forged banknotes

		

		
				Curle; Nig; Parings; Queer Cole; Shavings; Tower

				Clipped coins

		

		
				Smash

				To pass counterfeit money

		

	

	A Nigler is one who clips coins; the process is called Nigging.

	A Figure Dancer is one who alters figures on bank notes, converting tens to hundreds.

	Under no circumstances get involved in the forgery of money. It is not just a felony, it is High Treason and remains so until 1832. If convicted you will be drawn on a sledge to the Tyburn gallows, hanged then cut down, have various body parts cut off and eventually have your body chopped into quarters. Generally speaking you will not be cut down until you are dead, but you might be unlucky.

	 

	
Chapter Four

	Food

	The majority of people in Georgian London, particularly earlier in the century, do not cook. They have no facilities for doing so. There are plenty of eating establishments and takeaway food abounds.

	It is time to visit a Hand and Pocket Shop, an establishment that will provide food in return for ready money. You can find them everywhere.

	Digression: The Dangers of Food

	There is a profession you hardly ever see in Georgian London - food inspector. You should think through the implications of this before going out and ordering food.

	With a burgeoning population, food suppliers can sell everything they can get their hands on. Many are unable to resist the temptation to bulk it up a little, to give it nice colours, to give it taste and, as we are in the days before refrigeration, to disguise rotting meat and fish.

	Here are a few examples:

	mustard powder: mixed with flour and turmeric

	cheese: coloured with red lead

	coffee: adulterated with burnt sugar, acorns and mangel-wurzel

	tea: coloured with copper, black lead or dried leaves of the ash tree.

	bread: whitened and bulked up with alum, plaster of paris, pipeclay and ground-up bones

	wine: mixed with sugar or lead to improve its taste

	Ancient sides of beef can have fat applied which is then polished to make it look fresh. Fish gills can be painted with red lead to give them a fresher look. Anything and everything can be a cheat. Rogue’s even have a special term for bad meat – Cag Magg.

	As for pies, the only way to be safe is not to eat them. Really. Just don’t. Consider, if you will, how the term Bow-Wow Mutton came into being.

	As far as possible, try not to eat the cheapest food. You will still end up devouring harmful chemicals, exotic bacteria and intestinal tract parasites, but you should survive. Do remember to have a thorough medical checkup when you get back.

	Hunger and Thirst

	If you are hungry and thirsty you need to be able to say so. As with drunkeness there are degrees, from mildly Peckish to completely Gutfoundered, or from suffering a Stomach Worm to having a Wolf in the Stomach.

	
		
				Banded; Peckish; Stomach Worm

				Hungry

		

		
				Clammed; Gutfoundered; Wolf in the Stomach

				Very hungry

		

		
				Chapped

				Thirsty

		

		
				Long Stomach

				A voracious appetite

		

	

	A great eater is described as a stout Trencher Man or a Knight of the Trencher. He may be said to Yam his food. Lenten Fare, on the other hand, describes a sparse meal. Eating in general is called Yaffling.

	Ingredients

	The following represents the types of ingredients you may find in your food.

	
		
				Bloody Jemmy; Knapper’s Poll

				Sheep’s head

		

		
				Bow-Wow Mutton

				Dog’s flesh

		

		
				Cackling Farts

				Eggs

		

		
				Cash; Cassan; Caz

				Cheese

		

		
				Grannam

				Corn

		

		
				Grunting Peck

				Pork or bacon

		

		
				Irish Apricots; Munster Plums; Murphies

				Potatoes

		

		
				Old Pegg 

				Poor Yorkshire cheese, made of skimmed milk

		

		
				Pannam

				Bread

		

		
				Ruff Peck; Sawney

				Bacon

		

		
				Sand

				Moist sugar

		

		
				Spread

				Butter

		

		
				Trundlers

				Peas

		

		
				Yarum

				Milk

		

	

	Birds

	
		
				Biddy; Cackler; Cackling Cheat; Galaney; Margery Prater

				Chicken

		

		
				Bubbly Jock; Cobble Colter; Gobbler

				Turkey

		

		
				Quacking Cheat

				Duck

		

		
				Roger; Tib of the Buttery

				Goose

		

		
				Swish Tail

				Pheasant

		

	

	Farm Animals

	
		
				Battener

				Ox

		

		
				Blater; Essex Lion; Quaking Cheat

				Calf

		

		
				Dunnock; Mower

				Cow

		

		
				Scot

				Young bull

		

		
				Long One

				Hare

		

		
				Ground Squirrel; Grunter; Grunting Cheat; Swing Tail

				Pig

		

		
				Sounders

				Herd of swine

		

		
				Bleating Cheat; Havil; Wooly Bird

				Sheep

		

	

	Dishes

	Any or all of the following you can find at a good eating establishment. It is common to serve parts of an animal that are only rarely served today, such as sheep’s head and an assortment of organs and intestines.

	
		
				Alderman

				Roasted turkey garnished with sausages

		

		
				Crowdy

				Porridge

		

		
				Devil

				Gizzard of turkey or fowl, scored, peppered, salted and broiled

		

		
				Field Lane Duck

				Baked sheep’s head

		

		
				Galimaufrey

				Dish made from leftovers and scraps

		

		
				German Duck

				Half a sheep’s head, boiled with onions

		

		
				Grunter’s Gig

				Smoked pig’s face

		

		
				Hasty Pudding

				Oatmeal and milk boiled and eaten with sugar and butter

		

		
				Hodmandods

				Snails in their shells

		

		
				Leg of Mutton and Smash 

				A leg of mutton and mashed turnips

		

		
				Poplers

				Pottage

		

		
				Salmon Gundy

				Apples, onions, veal or chicken, and pickled herrings, minced fine and eaten with oil and vinegar

		

		
				Scratch Platter; Taylor’s Ragout

				Bread sopped in oil and vinegar into which cucumbers have been sliced

		

		
				Shaftsbury

				A gallon pot full of wine, with a cock.

		

		
				Sugar Sops

				Toasted bread soaked in ale, sweetened with sugar and grated nutmeg; eaten with cheese

		

		
				Watch, Chain and Seals

				Sheep’s head and pluck

		

		
				Bum Charter

				Bread soaked in water

		

	

	Note that the term sandwich was not in use until 1762 when it was popularised by the Fourth Earl of Sandwich, John Montague. You can still get one before this date but you need to ask for pannam (bread) and cash (cheese), or sawney and cackling farts (bacon and egg),  etc.

	Digression: Turtles

	Turtle, not being at this time an endangered species, is considered a delicacy. It can be enjoyed in steaks, cutlets, or fins and, as soup, clear and puree. It is served in a number of large taverns, the most famous being The Ship and Turtle Tavern, Nos. 129 and 130, Leadenhall Street.

	If you are visiting anytime after 1768 it is worth making a trip to The London Tavern. It holds live turtles in enormous vats, each holding up to two tons of turtle. Instructions for keeping turtles include this advice:

	Turtles will live in cellars for three months in excellent condition if kept in the same water in which they were brought to this country. To change the water is to lessen the weight and flavour of the turtle.

	The usual allowance at what is called a Turtle Dinner is 6lb. live weight per head. At the Spanish Dinner, at the City of London Tavern, in 1808, four hundred guests attended and 2500lb. of turtle were consumed. If you can cadge an invitation to the Banquet at the Guildhall on Lord Mayor’s Day, you will find 250 tureens of turtle are provided. 

	Be aware that Mock Turtle soup, although available from mid-century, is not made of turtles - there are various recipes but expect calf’s brain, oysters, onions and hard-boiled egg yolks.

	Tobacco

	Tobacco is not strictly speaking food but its use is widespread and it is often an accompaniment to food and drink.

	
		
				Cloud; Fogus; Sot Weed; Weed

				Tobacco

		

		
				Mundungus

				Bad quality tobacco

		

		
				Blower; Gage; Organ; Steamer

				Pipe

		

		
				Swell Steamer

				Long-stem pipe used by gentlemen

		

		
				Fog; Funk

				Tobacco smoke

		

	

	Smoking in the Georgian period is nearly always by pipe. Cigars were manufactured in Spain in the 18th century but only became popular in Britain after the Peninsula War (1808-1814) so unless you are visiting the end of the period, do not ask for one.

	Snuff is also a popular method of consuming tobacco. A Sneezer or Sneezing Cofer is a snuff box. Snuffing is the practice of throwing snuff into the eyes of a shopkeeper then running off with any convenient valuables.

	 

	
Chapter Five

	Medicine and the Human Body

	After all that food and drink it is possible that you are not feeling well. You may just be Womble-Ty-Cropt (hung over) but food in this period is often adulterated (see previous chapter) and can cause sickness.

	Hopefully you followed travel advice and packed a suitable first aid kit and some antibiotics but if you do visit a doctor you will need to be able to describe your symptoms and to do this you need to know how to describe your body.

	Admittedly most of these terms will not be necessary with the better class of physician but you may find it interesting to locate a doctor used by the Canting Crew. So long as you don’t actually follow his advice or let him do anything to you, you should be all right.

	
		
				Queer as Dick’s Hatband

				Feeling unwell but without any specific knowledge of a disease

		

		
				Churchyard Cough

				A cough that is likely to terminate in death

		

		
				Crank

				The falling sickness (epilepsy)

		

		
				Nostrum

				A medicine prepared by particular persons only, a quack medicine

		

		
				Hum Durgeon

				An imaginary illness

		

		
				Hipped

				In low spirits

		

		
				Not in Plump Currant

				Out of sorts

		

		
				Loll Tongue

				The effect of having been salivated (a mercury treatment for venereal disease)

		

		
				Gravy Eyed

				Blear-eyed, eyes with a running humour

		

		
				Mulligrubs

				Sick of the mulligrubs, feeling in low spirits with no specific cause.

		

		
				Wapper Eyed

				Sore eyed

		

	

	Do not simply say that you are Cropsick or Womble-Ty-Cropt as he will likely tell you to go and nurse your hangover somewhere else.

	Note: the word for a ‘surgeon’ is ‘chirurgeon’. However, with the wonderful English disdain for orthography, it is pronounced ‘surgeon’ so you should be all right unless you try to read the word out loud.

	Digression: Surviving Medical Treatment

	Medicine in Georgian London is rudimentary to say the least, although doctors and surgeons do not think so. They have a wide range of treatments, many of which are harmless, some deadly and others which might conceivably be beneficial in some cases.

	Note that doctors and surgeons are completely separate professions. Indeed, before 1745 surgeons and barbers are part of the same Livery Company - The Guild of Barber-Surgeons -and it is not until 1800 that the Royal College of Surgeons is founded.

	Cupping, or bleeding, is a much-used panacea, designed to let out ‘bad humours’. It is mostly harmless except that there is no real concept of hygiene so if the person before you had any blood-transmittable disease you stand a chance of getting it too. Leeches, although unpleasant to contemplate, are a much safer way of removing blood. They are not, in this period, as popular as lancets.

	Mercury is also regarded as having beneficial properties, particularly in the treatment of syphilis. Although there is some recognition of its long-term dangers (the phrase ‘Mad as a Hatter’ comes from the neurological damage caused by the mercury used in hat manufacture) it is not recognised as the dangerous neurotoxin it really is. Always check whether a medicine or pill contains mercury and avoid it if so.

	Pharmacopeias of the period contain a wealth of recipes. Most are harmless (except those with the aforementioned mercury) and some provide much-needed protein for the malnourished. Snail water made, as you might expect, of crushed snails in water, is popular. Some might actually be useful. Foxglove flowers contain digitalis which is good for heart conditions. Willow bark contains aspirin and would therefore have had some success as an analgesic. Laudenam, opium dissolved in alcohol, is the most effective pain killer but it is addictive and dangerous in large quantities.

	There are no antibiotics. If you have followed advice and taken some with you then use those for infections.

	Oh yes, and there are no anaesthetics apart from large doses of alcohol or laudanum. Samuel Pepys survived a bladder stone operation in 1658 but he was lucky and the experience cannot have been a pleasant one. Avoid surgery.

	Parts of the Body

	Head, Hair, Face and Neck

	
		
				Cannister; Costard; Crown Office; Garret; Idea Pot; Jobbernole; Jolly; Jolly Nob; Knob; Knowledge Box; Noddle; Nous Box; Pate; Poll; Sconce; Upper Storey

				Head

		

		
				Strommel

				Hair

		

		
				Dial Plate; Mug; Munns; Physig; Phyz

				Face

		

		
				Colquarron; Crag; Nub; Squeeze

				Neck

		

		
				Gutter Lane; Red Lane; Throttle; Whistle

				Throat

		

	

	Ears, Eyes, Mouth and Nose

	
		
				Hearing Cheats; Lugs; Wattles

				Ears

		

		
				Glaziers; Glimms; Goggles; Lamps; Ogles; Peepers; Sees; Top Lights

				Eyes

		

		
				Blubber; Bone Box; Chops; Gab; Gob; Muff; Mummer; Oven

				Mouth

		

		
				Boltsprit; Bowsprit; Conk; Gig; Nozzle; Smeller; Trunk

				Nose

		

		
				Cogs; Crashing Cheats; Grinders; Ivories; Park Paling

				Teeth

		

		
				Clapper; Manchester; Prating Cheat; Red Rag

				Tongue

		

		
				Clack; Mill Clapper; Quail Pipe

				Woman’s tongue

		

	

	Hands, Feet, Arms and Legs

	
		
				Daddles; Fams; Fambles; Mauleys; Mittens; Paws

				Hands

		

		
				Dew Beaters

				Feet

		

		
				Fins; Rammers; Smiters

				Arms

		

		
				Gams; Pins; Shanks; Stamps; Stumps

				Legs

		

		
				Marrowbones

				Knees

		

	

	Body, Breast and Organs

	
		
				Quarron; Soul Case

				Body

		

		
				Apple Dumpling Shop; Dairy; Diddies; Dugs; Cupid’s Kettledrums

				Woman’s breasts

		

		
				Heaver

				Breast

		

		
				Bellows

				Lungs

		

		
				Chitterlins; Puddings

				Bowels

		

		
				Panter

				Heart

		

		
				Bread Basket; Victualling Office

				Stomach

		

	

	Buttocks and Genitalia

	
		
				Blind Cheeks; Blind Cupid; Bumfiddle; Cooler; Cracker; Double Jugs; Nancy; Nock; Pratts

				Buttocks

		

		
				Arbor Vitae; Gaying Instrument; Hair Splitter; Matrimonial Peace-maker; Pego; Plug Tail; Sugar Stick; Man Thomas; Whore Pipe

				Male genitalia - penis

		

		
				Tallywags; Twiddle Diddles; Whirlygigs

				Male genitalia - testicles

		

		
				Bottomless Pit; Miss Brown; Bun; Dumb Glutton; Eve’s Custom House; Fruitful Vine; Madge; Man Trap; Miss Laycock; Mother of all Saints; Muff; Notch; Tuzzy Muzzy; Water Mill

				Female genitalia

		

	

	The term arse, while not cant, is a perfectly reasonable (if impolite) word to describe the posterior. Americans should be aware that in Georgian England an ass (or Spanish Trumpeter) refers solely to the grey equiform animal with long ears.

	Vermin

	While we are on the topic of health we should mention lice. Hygiene being what it isn’t in Georgian England, lice are extremely common and you may wish to carry something to kill them off. Their prevalence generates some colourful names and phrases.

	
		
				Active Citizens; Chatts; Creepers; Gentleman’s Companion; Light Troops; Live Stock; Scotch Greys

				Lice

		

		
				Crab Louse

				A species of louse peculiar to the human body; the male is denominated a cock, the female a hen

		

		
				Silver Laced

				Covered in lice

		

		
				Louse Trap

				A small-toothed comb

		

	

	If someone tells you that the Light Troops are in Full March, expect to see a lot of lice crawling about. The Headquarters of the Scotch Greys refers to a head full of lice.

	 

	
Chapter Six

	Some Useful Words

	There are some canting words that are used commonly as modifiers or emphasisers of other words. Not only will knowing these terms give you credibility but the combinatorial effect will greatly increase your vocabulary.

	Useful Words: Cheat

	Cheat translates broadly as ‘thing’ and is used with other words to expand their meanings, as per the following examples:

	
		
				Bleating Cheat

				Sheep

		

		
				Cackling Cheat

				Chicken

		

		
				Quacking Cheat

				Duck

		

		
				Famble Cheats

				Rings or gloves (from Fams meaning hands)

		

		
				Belly Cheat

				Apron

		

		
				Nubbing Cheat

				The gallows (from Nub meaning neck)

		

	

	Useful Words: Ken

	Ken translates broadly as place in relation to buildings:

	
		
				Ken

				House to be robbed

		

		
				Ken Miller; Mill Ken

				House breaker

		

		
				Bowsing Ken

				Alehouse

		

		
				Flash Ken

				Place, usually an alehouse, frequented by rogues

		

		
				Cacklers’ Ken

				Henhouse

		

		
				Queer Ken

				Prison

		

		
				Snoozing Ken

				Brothel

		

		
				Stalling Ken

				Place for receiving stolen goods - a fence’s house or shop

		

	

	Useful Words: Lay

	Lay refers to a type or method of crime as per the following examples:

	
		
				Dub Lay

				Robbing houses by picking the locks (a dub is a lock-picking tool)

		

		
				Clouting Lay

				Stealing handkerchiefs by picking pockets (a clout is a handkerchief)

		

		
				Roost Lay

				Stealing chickens

		

		
				Drag Lay

				Waiting in the street to rob carts

		

		
				Prad Lay

				Cutting bags from behind horses

		

		
				Toby Lay

				Robbing on the highway. A High Toby man is a highwayman; a Low Toby man is a footpad

		

	

	Similar terms are Rig, Slum and Racket, which are discussed in more detail in Chapter 12.

	Useful Words: Fake

	Fake is a
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