

    
        
          Evil  Is The Rejection Of God

        

        
        
          Bible Studies, Volume 20

        

        
        
          Leslie Rendell

        

        
          Published by Leslie Rendell, 2024.

        

    


Copyright

––––––––

Copyright © 2024 by Leslie Rendell

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law. 

Book Cover by Leslie Rendell

Published by Leslie Rendell at Draught2Digital

First edition 2024


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Chapter 1 - Prelude

Chapter 2 Introduction

Chapter 3 - Satan's Deceptions

Chapter 4 - Lust Of The Flesh

Chapter 5 - Dangers of The Occult

Chapter 6 - What Is Our Future

Chapter 7 - Conclusion

Sign up for Leslie Rendell's Mailing List

Also By Leslie Rendell

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1 - Prelude
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Why should we study the bible? Isn’t it enough to go to church once a week and listen to the Pastor?

Most Pastors who belong to one of the modern day churches have to follow what the church leaders tell them. They all have their own “statement of beliefs” to adhere too, and these doctrines vary from church to church in what they see as the truth. So since they cannot all be right, then some must be wrong. What if that refers to the church you are attending, if indeed you attend any church at all? How can you know what God sees as the truth? Well, it is up to the individual to sort the wheat from the chaff. How do we do that? Only by seeking the truth that God has concealed in his book, the bible.

Consider the following passage of scripture in the book of Proverbs.


Pro 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. 


This is what God expects from us. We are to look constantly into the holy scriptures and find the truth that he has concealed there for us to discover. Please notice that God has not concealed them from us to keep it all a secret. No, he wants us to look for the truth. This is further emphasized in the following verses from the book of Isaiah.


Isa 28:9  To whom will he teach knowledge, and to whom will he explain the message? Those who are weaned from the milk, those taken from the breast? 

Isa 28:10  For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a little.


This backs up what we read in Proverbs 25:2: that we must search out a matter that God has concealed. This is a real treasure hunt. If we can seek the will of God in our lives, we are not rejecting him, but we are embracing him and his way of life. There is a glorious reward for those who are prepared to seek God with their whole hearts. Read the following verse and see what this reward is.


Rom 2:7  To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.


Therefore, we must spend time in searching the scriptures. Looking for precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, there a little. Looking for the things God has concealed. We must search for these pearls of wisdom.
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I have heard it said in the past that evil is the absence of God. But since God is omnipresent, meaning there is nowhere in all of his creation that he is not present, then this simply cannot be the case. Evil is not the absence of God, but evil is the rejection of God. There is a major difference.

Prior to the creation of the world, God lived in Heaven surrounded by millions of angels he had created. They lived in perfect harmony, and sin and evil did not exist. God had a hierarchy in the angelic realm, and this is where Lucifer dwelt in Heaven. He was perfect in wisdom and beauty, and God appointed him as a guardian cherub. This same Lucifer, who now has many other names such as “the king of Tyre”, would have been amazing in his appearance. Unfortunately for him, and for the rest of creation, this beauty would become his, and our, downfall.


Eze 28:11  Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me: 

Eze 28:12  “Son of man, raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD: “You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

Eze 28:13  You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your engravings. On the day that you were created they were prepared. 

Eze 28:14  You were an anointed guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked. 

Eze 28:15  You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was found in you. 

Eze 28:16  In the abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 

Eze 28:17  Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you. 

Eze 28:18  By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your sanctuaries; so I brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and I turned you to ashes on the earth in the sight of all who saw you. 


This passage of scripture is very descriptive of who Satan was when God created him, who he finally became, and then what his future will be. The first thing we can see is that God created him in perfect beauty, as we see in verse 12-14. Then in verse 17, we are told he became proud and corrupted his wisdom because of his brightness, or because of his beauty. 

This is when he rebelled against God and sought ways to dethrone him. He cannot believe God is far superior to him, and that he will never achieve what he has been planning to do. From the day his beauty and wisdom corrupted him, he rebelled against God and became his enemy, and ours.

Too many churches today will try to teach you Satan is an eternal being who will live in a place called hell forever. But please consider what we are told in verse 18 above, when God declares’ “and I turned you to ashes on the earth”. Satan will become like ashes, and this is the same destiny for anyone who rebels against Almighty God, as Malachi 4:3 clearly tells us.


Mal 4:3  And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 


So this is the ultimate destiny of Satan and the angels who sided with him against God. Unfortunately, this time is still some way in the future. So in the meantime, we have to contend with the influences Satan has over the entire world, and that includes all of those who follow Jesus Christ. We are not exempt from his attempts to corrupt us, but if we cling to the hope we have in Jesus, we will remain loyal to the end and receive the promises God has made to his true church.

We do not know exactly when Satan rebelled against God? Was it prior to the 7 days of creation when God created the world and all that is in it, or was it after the creation when God placed Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden? We don't have clarity on this, but the timing of his rebellion is not really important. He was present in the Garden of Eden where he tempted Eve to eat from the wrong tree.

Another point I must make before going on is this. God did not create evil. What he made in the middle of the garden was, “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”, not the evil itself, only the knowledge of it. If Adam and Eve had not eaten from this tree, but ate from the “tree of Life” instead, we would not be in the position we find ourselves in today.

One vital thing for us to understand is that God has given every human free-will. There is no way God will ever force you to do what you do not want to do. If your inclination is to sin, then you have this choice. Satan has always known this, and he used it to entice Eve to eat from the wrong tree. She had a choice, to eat or not to eat. She made the wrong choice. It is exactly the same for every one of us. By using this free-will, we can be heirs with Jesus Christ, or the enemies of God. Only you can decide which way you want to go.

All our problems started when Eve believed Satan rather than God. Satan, "the father of lies," deceived her with the promise that they would not die, and she believed him. The third chapter of Genesis reveals the fall of humankind starting in.


Gen 3:1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 

Gen 3:2  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 

Gen 3:3  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 

Gen 3:4  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 

Gen 3:5  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Gen 3:6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

Gen 3:7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves
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