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      Skate onto thin ice as multiple award-winning author Kat Bastion spins five brand-new multicultural holiday stories in… Festive Frostbite: A Colder Christmas Collection

      

      
        
        ’Tis the season for stealing and… icing.

      

      

      

      A charming college football quarterback corners a sexy cat burglar in… Caught at Christmas

      

      
        
        Other standalone books in the

        FESTIVE FROSTBITE series...

      

      

      

      Gunmen and Mother Nature chase a newbie snowboarder down the slopes in…

      Snowed Under

      

      An innocent college girl hires jaded hitman Mick Morgan in…

      Best Served Ice Cold

      

      Christmas party petty theft turns into grander larceny in…

      Billion Dollar Holiday

      

      Five orphans raid a luxury department store over Christmas in…

      Thick as Thieves

      
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

      Festive Frostbite: A Colder Christmas Collection of five original holiday crime stories…

      
        
        Caught at Christmas

        Snowed Under

        Best Served Ice Cold

        Billion Dollar Holiday

        Thick as Thieves

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        Also by Kat & Stone Bastion
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        No Weddings
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        Three Christmases

        For Valentine’s
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        Praise for the

        NO WEDDINGS SERIES

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “One of the best romantic comedies of the year!”

        Agents of Romance

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “The No Weddings series is one of the best I have read that follows one couple. Cade and Hannah are both lovable characters, the storyline is real and entertaining, and the banter is fun and witty.”

        Lives & Breathes Book Blog

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “I loved it, and I mean REALLY loved it!”

        Orchard Book Club

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “This is an exceptional series… You find yourself fully engrossed in their world and can’t put the book down.”

        Books -n- Kisses

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “The No Weddings series has a group of such amazing characters; you can’t help but relate to them and feel the emotion in every situation they encounter. It has been a long time since a story has made me feel that way let alone an entire series!”

        Under the Covers Book Blog

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “The story of Cade & Hannah’s relationship is realistic, heart-warming, and filled with real-world connections that shook me in a way that few titles I’ve read this year have managed…I have loved every minute of the No Weddings series.”

        That's What I’m Talking About

      

        

      

      

      
        
        Praise for

        Heartbreaker

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “This book has definitely earned its five stars and I am just floored right now. The passion is explosive, the story itself is beautiful, and the emotions are so real my heart is ready to burst. Beautiful book. Absolutely breathtaking.”

        One Page at a Time

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Heartrending, passionate, and captivating! Heartbreaker is a riveting page-turner that will leave you breathless with raw emotions, and the need to hold tight to the ones you love!”

        Beneath the Covers Blog

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “This book is all about flawless writing, exemplary storytelling, f*#king insane character development. The right dose of sexy hotness…”

        Love N. Books

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “The Bastions are at it again with this beautiful and heartbreaking story. You will absolutely fall in love with Kiki and Darren’s love.”

        Under the Covers Book Blog

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Heartbreaker is a phenomenal story.”

        That’s What I’m Talking About

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “I loved it…wonderfully compelling, a story that touched my heart in so many ways and characters I will remember for a long time to come.”

        Girl Who Reads
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        Forged in Dreams and Magick
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      Best Paranormal Romance
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      Best Paranormal Romance

      

      Chosen by FreshFiction.com as their Fresh Pick for October 22, 2013

      

      
        
        
        “A beautifully woven tale about love, choices, courage and destiny, Forged in Dreams and Magick is one of the best time-traveling novels. Fans of Gabaldon’s Outlander will love it.”

        Bookish Temptations

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “I was gripping my iPad like a crazy woman and fanning myself from the smoldering romance. Lawdy!”

        The Flirty Reader

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Bastion’s debut is pure perfection, a combination of romance, magic, emotion, adventure and surprising twists and turns. This is a truly unique romance that should not be missed!”

        TheBookQueen

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “HOLY HELL!!! I am so… um… wow! FABULOUSNESS. Forged in Dreams and Magick definitely makes my BEST OF list for 2013…”

        That's What I'm Talking About

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “A story guaranteed to enthrall with lushly detailed travels into times long gone by. Woven with love, passion, magic and legend, the story had me hooked from the very first chapter.”

        Read-Love-Blog

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Kat Bastion’s wonderful debut brings a new voice to the fore. Her voice is strong and unhesitating, very human and real, sometimes young and delicious in her treatment of intimacy and relationship development.”

        Fangs Wands & Fairydust

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “OMG, Bastion hits all cylinders in this supernatural tale. The layers in the book were fascinating, and I devoured the fun, adventuresome read.”

        Literati Literature Lovers

      

        

      

      

      
        
        Praise for

        Bound by Wish and Mistletoe

      

      

      

      
        
        
        “I LOVED it! Bound by Wish and Mistletoe is, to my mind, a perfect entry in the historical / paranormal fiction genre and has quite a bit to offer.”

        Fab Fantasy Fiction

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Kat Bastion has done it again! … Excellent holiday novella, perfect for a cup of cocoa and snuggling under a blanket in front of the fireplace this holiday season.”

        That's What I'm Talking About

      

        

      

      

      
        
        
        “Move over, Julia Quinn and Sabrina Jeffries! Kat Bastion is an absolutely gifted author and deserves to be recognized for her talent.”

        LovesHistorical Book Reviews
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      Someone was in the house with Felicia.

      Impossible.

      And yet, that thump had come from inside. Or… so it seemed.

      In her cockiness to commit one last brilliant theft, had she miscalculated?

      Or was her mind playing tricks on her, in the home stretch of her scheme, on Christmas Eve?

      Regardless, not willing to leave anything to chance, she froze, standing on the dark hardwood floor in the center of the luxury home’s cavernous living room. Listening. For any other out-of-place sound. Over Nat King Cole’s baritone crooning classic “The Christmas Song.”

      Heart racing, she worked to slow her shallowed breaths.

      Nervous, she licked her lips, tasting a hint of salt from her sweat.

      All while she reasoned through the situation, trying to convince herself she hadn’t been wrong to target the place. The pinnacle of her week-long take.

      The indoor air was a mid-fifties brisk. Like the other ten luxury homes she’d hit. Because the heat had been turned down a week or more ago, in every single one. Prudent behavior of wealthy homeowners who’d left for the holidays, escaping to some tropical location during a bitterly cold December.

      Throughout most of the interior, every colorful holiday light blazed brightly. All night. Same as the last few nights. In the living room she stood in, more than a thousand multicolored LED lights glowed, their strands winding around an impressive twenty-foot Christmas tree. Seen plain as day from the street through the bay window’s floor-to-ceiling windows.

      Of course, traipsing through well-lit interiors had always been a risk.

      Because the posh gated neighborhood’s patrolling security would have a list of the empty homes to watch more closely. And any movement inside one of the illuminated fishbowls would be a dead giveaway.

      But she’d been careful during each break-in. Watched through every street-side window for the slightest flash of passing headlights whenever she moved from room to room. Lit up her phone flashlight in darker bedrooms and libraries and offices, but only shielded behind the thick layer of her velvet cape, and only when absolutely necessary.

      As an extra precaution, she even wore a holiday costume. Of sorts. A Santa’s helper number. Green velvet minidress with matching cape trimmed in fluffy white. Red-and-white striped stockings. Black knee-high boots. Big red velvet bag—also white-fluff trimmed with a cinched red silk drawstring—slung over her shoulder.

      Not that those calculated measures made her feel any less exposed now.

      She drew in a steadying breath as Nat’s Christmas classic ended.

      Silence filled the next empty seconds.

      Scents of pine and balsam teased her nose. Probably from layers of greenery draping the marble fireplace mantel, pinned behind five large stockings. And a giant wreath strung with white lights mounted above them.

      But she frowned as she caught an undernote of something else. A barely detectable whiff of salt and fat. That smallest hint of food aroma lingering in the air.

      A distinct scent she hadn’t noticed earlier. Back when she’d jimmied open her point of entry: a second-story window. And the crisp mineral tang of a clear wintry night had given way to stuffy stale air of a guest bedroom.

      Yet the faint scent vanished on her next inhale. Replaced by that pine and balsam again.

      Maybe the food aroma was a transient odor from the kitchen? But… was that even possible? From more than a week ago?

      Another holiday song began to play. An instrumental version of “Silver Bells.” Streaming through the wired sound system of the house. Probably some programmed satellite music station. To make it seem to potential burglars like someone was home. Cute. Ineffective, but points for effort.

      Okay.

      So maybe the thump had been her imagination, then.

      Exhaling a huge sigh of relief, she adjusted the heavy loot bag off her left shoulder, swung it forward, then hoisted its weight onto her right shoulder. The carefully arranged packing contents shifted, emitting a muffled crunching and crinkling.

      Yet the instant the bag settled, her adrenaline spiked.

      Because a sudden dark flash of movement shot across a giant silver ball ornament hanging dead ahead on the tree.

      She spun around.

      And faced an attractive young man.

      College aged. Dark skinned. Athletically muscular. Black shadowing hugged a close-shaved head. Days of matching scruff lined a defined jawline and full lips. A short-sleeved charcoal T-shirt topped gray sweatpants. Large bare feet planted wide on the hardwood floor.

      White wireless earbuds stuck out of his ears.

      His gaze snagged on hers.

      Dark brown eyes bugged, the whites of his eyes growing.

      And his jaw dropped, mouth forming an O, as his brows lowered.

      Perfect. A homeowner’s kid.

      One contingency she hadn’t planned for.

      Good luck talking her way out of the guy’s own living room.
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