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For all young footballers –

boys and girls


1 Winter Games

‘Come on – run! Too cold to stand about. Find those spaces.’

The headmaster of Danebridge Primary School normally looked forward to taking the Year 5 Games lesson. Even on a bitter Monday afternoon in mid-January. But Mr Jones had something else on his mind today. He’d rather have been sitting behind his office desk next to the warm radiator.

‘Huh! All right for old Jonesy,’ grunted Philip. ‘Just look at him, all wrapped up in his thick coat and scarf.’

Chris grinned. ‘Not to mention a weird, red bobble hat! Never seen him in that thing before.’

‘Perhaps it was a Christmas present. Y’know, one of them yukky things from some aunt, like a jumper that’s miles too big.’

They giggled. ‘It’d have to be massive not to fit you,’ said his pal.

Chris Weston was certainly pleased with his own presents. The school team captain was wearing his new soccer boots and his snazzy, green goalie gloves. He couldn’t wait to give them their debut in tomorrow’s league match, Danebridge’s first game of the New Year.

‘Get going, you two. No time to stop for a chat.’
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Mr Jones had spotted them. Even with over thirty pupils dodging about inside the square training grids, anybody standing still shone out like a lighthouse. Especially someone Philip’s height!

They darted once more into the crowd of hurtling bodies, swerving this way and that to try and avoid contact. The gangly centre-back, with his long thin legs, found it an almost impossible task. His accidental trip on a daydreaming passer-by was worthy of a yellow card!

‘Soz, Kerry,’ he apologized quickly. ‘Are you OK?’

The girl scrambled to her feet. ‘Yes – no thanks to you,’ she snapped, angry at the dirty smear down the side of her new tracksuit. ‘Just see what you’ve made me do. You’re like a clumsy, baby giraffe.’

‘Said I’m sorry, didn’t I? You should’ve been looking where you were going.’

Before their argument could heat up further, Mr Jones blew his whistle and ordered the players into groups of four. ‘Mixed,’ he stressed. ‘Don’t spend long choosing, I’m not asking you to marry each other!’

Chris and Philip were joined reluctantly by Kerry and a friend as Mr Jones continued to bark out instructions. ‘Four-a-side games in the grids now – and no goalies. I want you all on the move.’

For once, Danebridge’s keeper didn’t mind about the ban on goalies. He’d injured a hand during the holidays at an indoor soccer tournament and he wasn’t going to risk hurting his fingers again before the match.

Chris turned to Kerry. ‘Me and Phil can be the defence while you two stay up in attack. How about that?’

‘Suits me,’ said Kerry with a shrug. ‘I like scoring goals.’

‘I know. I keep saying you should come and play for the school team.’

She shook her head. ‘I go riding Saturday mornings.’

‘Not all our games are on Saturdays. Like tomorrow, for instance.’

‘Yeah, two-thirty kick-off, away,’ Philip grinned. ‘We’re missing most of afternoon school.’

‘Still not for me,’ she said. ‘I’ll stick to horses and netball.’

‘Pity!’ Chris sighed. ‘We need a good goalscorer.’

That was true. Danebridge had picked up after a poor start to the season, but they were still finding goals hard to come by. Rakesh Patel in Year 6 was their leading scorer, but he’d only found the net four times.

Kerry immediately showed her eye for goal. Less than a minute into the game, she gave her marker the slip and stroked the ball clean through the centre of the narrow, coned target.

Chris whistled under his breath. ‘Magic! I’ve got to change her mind about playing for us somehow. She’s deadly!’
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Kerry proved too much of a handful for anybody to keep under control on such a small pitch. Her speed off the mark allowed her to reach a pass with time and space to shoot before a defender could make a challenge. Their opponents even stopped trying after she notched up a hat-trick.

‘Great stuff, Kerry!’ Philip applauded her. ‘If I’m a baby giraffe, you’re making this lot look like wooden donkeys!’

The teams soon swapped round, forming different foursomes for another game. Chris now discovered for himself just how difficult it could be to play against her. Kerry seemed to delight in showing
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