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K.U. Balakrishna Rao: Commissioner of police, Bangalore
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V.C. Joseph: Acquaintance of M.A. Rasheed, also from Pathanamthitta, administrator at Sanjay Gandhi College of Education, Bangalore

Kala: Unsavoury character, card-player, Bangalore

D. Krishnan: Deputy superintendent of police, investigating officer, CBI, Madras

P. Krishnankutti Nair: Assistant sub-inspector, High Grounds Police Station, Bangalore

Mahadevappa: Superintendent of police, Corps of Detectives (COD)

Mayilswamy: Inspector, Railway Police, Salem

P. Muthanna: Senior advocate, Karnataka High Court

K. Narayanan: Deputy commissioner of police, Bangalore City, West

N. Nagaraj (Head constable), N. Narayanappa (Head constable), A. Mohan (Constable), Prassanna (Constable): Policemen, High Grounds Police Station, Bangalore

Oil Kumar: Rowdy, in the petroleum business

Kuppuswamy Ragothaman: Investigating officer in the rank of deputy superintendent of police, SCB, CBI, Madras

M. Abdul Rasheed: Advocate, practising in Pathanamthitta and Ernakulam, Kerala

Mrs B.M. Rathna: Acting principal, Sanjay Gandhi College of Education

Sabesan: Deputy superintendent of police, Crime Branch, CID, Vellore

P. Sadasivan: Owner, Sanjay Gandhi College of Education, with roots in Quilon, Kerala
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Dr Srinivasan: Doctor who conducted the first post-mortem
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Udaya Suryakumar: Sub-Inspector, Railway Police, Salem

M.B. Uthappa: Sub-Inspector, High Grounds Police Station, Bangalore

Chenna Basaviah: Assistant sub-inspector, High Grounds Police Station, Bangalore

Babu: Inspector of police, CB, CID Vellore

Justice Shyamasundar: Judge, Karnataka High Court
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Enter, Rasheed

THURSDAY, 6 AUGUST 1987. EARLY IN THE MORNING, M.A. Rasheed, an advocate who practised in Pathanamthitta and Ernakulam, Kerala, boarded a Kerala Road Transport bus headed to Quilon, a port city on the Malabar Coast. It was Bakrid and he was on his way to his father-in-law’s house. Accompanying him on the two-hour journey were his wife, Sowda, his two children – a son and a daughter – and his brother, Rahamathullah. They would reach Quilon in time to help prepare the Bakrid lunch and celebrate with Sowda’s relatives, and in the evening they would go to the beach and watch the sunset. The children were excited for the day’s festivities. Only Rahamathullah, who had recently received the results of his school final examinations, was a bit withdrawn; his marks were not good enough to secure him admission in an engineering college in Bangalore (now Bengaluru), which was his dream. What he didn’t know was that Rasheed had a contact who could solve this problem with a donation.

Rasheed planned to spend only a couple of days in Quilon. On Saturday, he and Rahamathullah would take a train to Bangalore, about a thousand kilometres away, while Sowda and the children remained with her family. One of Rasheed’s relatives had requested his help for a friend’s daughter, Ambili, who had failed her B.Ed. exams at a Bangalore college and wanted her marks to be re-evaluated. So, that was also on Rasheed’s Bangalore agenda.

Rasheed and his brother caught the Island Express that went to Bangalore from Kanyakumari, making a five-minute halt at Quilon. They were to return four days later on Wednesday, 12 August, well in time for Rasheed’s marriage anniversary on 16 August. The Island Express was convenient. If there were no delays, it would reach Bangalore the following evening (Sunday), which would give them time to rest a little and then go about their business on Monday. Before getting into the second-class coach, Rasheed bought a few cigarettes, a copy of Kungumam, a Malayalam monthly devoted to the literary and cultural world, and two issues of Frontline, a sedate fortnightly with a decidedly left of centre slant. In his briefcase he carried two copies of Reader’s Digest, which he had been meaning to read but had not gotten around to. On the train he browsed through it and started reading Paul Martin’s ‘The Mad Mad World of Nicolai Ceausescu’ with great interest. It was a vivid and disturbing account of Romania under Ceausescu, who had been in power for twenty years, with the country now witnessing acute bread shortage, no tomatoes, cabbages, onions and meat in the shops in Bucharest, and people standing in fuel lines for as long as three days. Two years later, Paul Martin would report the execution of the Romanian dictator and his wife on Christmas by a hastily put-together firing squad, but Rasheed would no longer be alive to read it.

They reached Bangalore on Sunday evening and walked about a kilometre through the bustling city to Sandhya Lodge on Subedar Chatram Road, near the crowded Anand Rao Circle area. Rasheed had stayed here on previous trips to Bangalore, finding it convenient due to its proximity to the Majestic area, the bus stand and the markets. Many Malayalis frequented Sandhya Lodge, especially students and budget travellers: the 40-rupees-per-day rooms were decent, affordable but nothing fancy, and though the lodge didn’t serve meals, there were plenty of restaurants nearby. Rasheed paid an advance of ₹100 and was allotted room 407, a double room. He signed the register, and went to the room and washed up. However, the flush in the toilet wasn’t working so they asked the night receptionist to change their room, and room 404 was given to them.

For Rahamathullah’s admission Rasheed had to meet one V.C. Joseph, also from Pathanamthitta. Joseph was a resourceful man and, at an earlier meeting in April, had assured Rasheed that he knew his way around the education system in Karnataka. Coincidentally, the college where Joseph worked – Sanjay Gandhi College of Education – also happened to be the one Ambili attended. Rasheed was glad that Joseph would be able to help him with both issues.

The next morning, Monday, 10 August, Rasheed and Rahamathullah took an autorickshaw to Sanjay Gandhi College of Education, a popular institution among middle-class girls from Kerala who wanted to become teachers. However, when Rasheed asked for Joseph at the administration office, he was told that Joseph no longer worked there, but he could meet the current principal, Mrs B.M. Rathna. The principal was cordial when she met him and agreed to have Ambili’s grades re-evaluated. Rasheed filled up some forms and after fulfilling other formalities, the two returned to the lodge.

After lunch, he dialled Joseph’s residence number from a Personal Call Office (PCO). His call went unanswered. A few hours later, he tried again, but to no avail. Finally, the third time around someone answered and asked Rasheed to leave a message and his number. Rasheed gave his particulars and said he could be reached in room 404 at Sandhya Lodge. The man on the phone told Rasheed that Joseph would get back to him later that day.

In the evening, Rasheed received a message from Joseph with a peculiar set of instructions: to book another single room at the lodge, only for that night and under his own name. Rasheed was to then wait in that room for Joseph. Strange as this all seemed to him, Rasheed nevertheless went ahead and did as instructed.

As he waited in the new room along with his brother, reading Frontline and smoking, there was a knock on the door. Joseph had arrived at last. ‘What is all this secrecy about?’ Rasheed asked, ushering Joseph in. But first, Joseph wanted to know what had brought Rasheed to Bangalore. When Rasheed explained his brother’s academic quandary, Joseph asked to see Rahamathullah’s marks. ‘No, no, no. These are no marks at all,’ Joseph shook his head and told Rahamathullah. To Rasheed he said, ‘Chetta, brother, this is an impossible task. For engineering, minimum 50 per cent is required chetta. You brother is not eligible even in sports quota. There’s no chance. Don’t waste your energy. You will not get admission in any college with these marks. Forget about it.’

He waited as the brothers took in this dismal news, and then asked Rasheed if this was all he had come to Bangalore for. ‘No, I also had to request a re-evaluation for another person, a friend’s daughter. She failed. I went to the college but found that you people are not there. You and that other person you introduced me to last time I was here – the owner of the college, Sadasivan? I was told that the college management had changed. What is the matter?’ asked Rasheed.

Joseph sighed. ‘Chetta, it is a long story. Let me tell you, brother, it is complicated.’ What followed left the brothers stunned. ‘I am hiding,’ Joseph revealed conspiratorially, ‘and I asked you to book the room in your name so that my name would not appear anywhere. I will sleep here tonight. Tomorrow somewhere else. In fact, nowadays I start each day not knowing where I will wake up the next.’

Joseph was on the run from the police.
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Smoke and Mirrors

IT ALL BEGAN WITH JOSEPH’S BOSS, SADASIVAN’S ATTEMPT to start a medical college, and his resulting feud with a state minister, R.L. Jalappa.

Seven years ago, in 1980, P. Sadasivan ran a tutorial college in Quilon, Kerala, and facilitated admissions for his students in the teachers’ training college and others in Bangalore. Those days, Karnataka had quite the thriving education business. There was money to be made, and in an effort to improve his footprint in Karnataka, Sadasivan latched on to R. Gundu Rao, the chief minister of Karnataka at the time. With his blessings, Sadasivan started Jawahar Bharati Educational Trust in Bangalore on 31 July 1980. He became the chairman, with S.Y. Mariyappa, K.R. Srinivasan, and Mrs Saradambal Rao – all from Karnataka – as trustees, along with Cherian, the only other Malayali in the group. Sadasivan had worked with some of these people in the past to place students from Kerala in various colleges.

In 1980, this trust started a teachers’ training college called Sanjay Gandhi College of Education at No. 45, Millers Road, Vasanth Nagar, Bangalore. The college was affiliated to Bangalore University. Within three months, however, the trustees began bickering and feuding, possibly over petty stuff that blew up later. On 2 October 1980, K.R. Srinivasan moved a resolution to remove Mariyappa as a trustee, on the grounds that he did not participate in meetings or in matters related to the trust. Nine months later, on 14 July 1981, Srinivasan too submitted his resignation. Sadasivan alleged that Saradambal Rao, too, was not contributing and that effectively he and Cherian were the ones running the trust.

Next year, in 1982, Mariyappa and Srinivasan retaliated by bringing goondas to the college premises, who broke windows, damaged college property, and made off with cash worth ₹50,000 and some cheques. Sadasivan filed a civil suit and got an interim injunction against them. But this injunction was a qualified one; it allowed Mariyappa and Srinivasan to visit the college premises for work, with the caveat that the students were not harassed as a result of their presence. For the next two years, Sadasivan managed the college without trouble. However, in 1984, Mariyappa and Srinivasan joined forces again, this time preventing the principal from issuing hall tickets. Sadasivan took the matter to the high court, which sent the case back to the lower court. Then on 26 July 1984, Srinivasan filed an affidavit in the high court declaring he had no interest in the trust and stepped down as a trustee.

In 1983, Chief Minister Gundu Rao had lost the elections, and was replaced by Ramakrishna Hegde. When Hegde became the chief minister, he proposed to set up two medical colleges in rural areas, one in the district of Kolar, and the other in Mandya. He also declared that this would be part of the budget announcement. And so, one of Sadasivan’s friends suggested that he too set up a medical college in Kolar. It was a golden opportunity, and he urged Sadasivan to float a separate trust.

So, in 1983, Sadasivan registered the Sir Visvesvaraya Educational Trust comprising himself and his wife. He then went to Kolar, and through a political friend purchased 22.7 acres of dry land, and deposited ₹20 lakh as per the requirements of Bangalore University under which the college would function. It already seemed like a lucrative venture because in those days land rates were around ₹5,000 per acre, something Sadasivan could easily afford. But when Bangalore University’s enquiry committee visited the site and declared the infrastructure unsatisfactory, Sadasivan had to deposit ₹30 lakh more and rent additional buildings covering about 25,000 square feet. These were rice mills which would temporarily house the college till he constructed new buildings. Sadasivan also bought furniture for the medical college and printed a glossy prospectus with a photograph of the Vidhana Soudha on the cover. Since there was no other bidder from Kolar, Sadasivan was confident his application would be approved. In Mandya, a Mutt, which is a monastery or an institute of religious learning, formed the Adichunchanagiri Educational Trust and applied for the permission to set up a medical college.

A cabinet meeting held on 11 July 1985 resulted in Sir Visvesvaraya Educational Trust, Kolar, getting the affiliation to start a medical college. Chief Minister Hegde signed the cabinet decision two months later, on 23 September 1985. All that remained was for a notification to be issued and Sadasivan’s college could start functioning that academic year. Sadasivan thanked the chief minister and received a congratulatory note from him. Hegde even agreed to inaugurate the college with a bhoomi puja on 2 October, the day of Gandhi Jayanti. The cards were ready to be printed, an English advertisement had been taken out in Malayala Manorama announcing the recognition and affiliation of what would be named the Mahatma Gandhi Medical College, Kolar.

This is when things began to go south for Sadasivan.

On 7 October 1985, the permission given to Sir Visvesvaraya Educational Trust was cancelled and a sanction was given to Sri Devaraj Urs Education Trust for Backward Class and Caste instead. It was stated, upon the suggestion of Education Secretary A. Bharat, that the Sir Visvesvaraya Educational Trust had been mentioned in the cabinet decision due to a ‘typographical error’. Oddly, Devaraj Urs Trust had not even applied for the sanction when the permission had been granted to Sir Visvesvaraya Educational Trust before the ‘typographical error’ was noticed. And what of the chief minister presiding over the cabinet meeting and then signing the decision a month or so later?

This was when Sadasivan found out who was behind the Devaraj Urs Trust – R. Laxminarayanappa Jalappa, minister for co-operation, father of three sons and four daughters, whose biodata in the Karnataka legislative assemblies listed ‘playing cards and social work’ as his hobbies. Jalappa had been elected in March 1985 to the assembly from Doddaballapur constituency, about an hour and a half by road from Kolar. He was a key ally of Ramakrishna Hegde. It turned out that the Janata Party functionaries in Kolar had pitched the idea to Jalappa: Why shouldn’t he run the medical college in Kolar, instead of some outsider from Kerela? On 16 November 1984, he had formed the Devaraj Urs Trust, which he activated now. Through the minister of health, he sent a note dated 9 July 1985 to the chief minister stating the trust had already applied to Bangalore University for permission to start a medical college at Kolar. The trust had the endorsement of the education minister (in a backdated letter) as well.

Sadasivan learned that Jalappa had requested Hegde to cancel the Visvesvaraya Educational Trust’s permission. Jalappa had the backing of the influential Idiga community and many MLAs, which was probably why Hegde felt compelled to take the matter up with Education Secretary A. Bharat, who came up with the solution: since they hadn’t publicly issued the notification or announced the news, they could call it a mistake ­– more specifically – a ‘typographical error’. However, Bharat anticipated further trouble and kept the earlier typed order in the file as well. And so the sanction was given to Jalappa in a cabinet meeting that he strangely got to attend himself. In what capacity? That is anybody’s guess, because he was certainly not part of the meeting that had awarded the permit to Sadasivan. In fact, his presence at this meeting was revealed only because Bharat would later depose this information in the trial court.

This turn of events gave Sadasivan the shock of his life. A political friend was able to procure photocopies of both the typed orders. Then Sadasivan consulted senior advocate P. Muthanna, a tall, fair and impeccably dressed Coorgi, who would go on to become the attorney general years later. Acting on Muthanna’s advice, on 9 October 1985, they filed a writ against Jalappa’s trust and Government of Karnataka in the high court.

The high court played it both ways. It quashed the Karnataka government’s decision to grant the permission to Jalappa but also declared that the earlier decision of the cabinet (in Sadasivan’s favour) was only provisional – it was open to the government to either modify, reaffirm or rescind that determination. The court also directed the government to consider Sir Visvesvaraya Trust’s application for the academic year 1986–87.

The Karnataka government put together a committee, with A. Bharat as chairman, to review the applications and submit recommendations to the committee. This committee gave its report next year, on 4 or 5 August 1986, recommending Devaraj Urs Trust. Sadasivan claimed that the committee did not even bother to visit the premises he had set up for the proposed college. Three days after the report, the assistant commissioner of land reforms, Kolar, declared that the 22.7 acres bought by Sadasivan to start his college stood forfeited because of irregularities in purchase. Simultaneously, about eight acres of government land was made available in Tamaka village to Jalappa’s trust for their medical college. This land came with buildings including an old training centre and, incidentally, belonged to the Ministry of Cooperation. It was rented out to Jalappa at a nominal monthly sum of ₹500 for a period of ten years, and thereafter at ₹2,500 per month for the next decade. The order for this was issued on 26 November. Was it not dubious that the Government of Karnataka allowed one of its ministers to rent government land and property for his private trust and at such a throw-away price?

Sadasivan was furious. He filed two writs, one challenging the forfeiture of his land and the other challenging the sanction of the college to Jalappa’s trust. On 14 August 1987, the high court quashed the forfeiture of the land and upheld the sanction of the medical college in Jalappa’s favour. The date 14 August would prove to hold the same ominous significance in this story as the Ides of March in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar.

In the wake of these events, Sadasivan and Jalappa had become bitter business rivals. Though Sadasivan had saved his land from forfeiture, he had incurred Jalappa’s implacable wrath. Sadasivan responded by filing writs in the Supreme Court against Jalappa. It was clear that every government decision on the matter clearly benefitted Jalappa. After all, neither did cabinet meetings happen every day, nor was the sanctioning of medical colleges a routine matter. So, it was no small occurrence that these two medical colleges were being set up in Karnataka. And making the government hold another cabinet meeting to turn its decision around showed that Jalappa had substantial political clout.

However, Sadasivan’s woes didn’t end there. In February 1987, seven MLAs from Kolar and the minister of education (who was possibly from Kolar too and had endorsed Jalappa’s application) sent a letter to the home secretary and the chief minister, in which they listed complaints against Sadasivan pertaining to court matters of the medical college and the affairs of the Sanjay Gandhi College. This was forwarded to the Corps of Detectives (COD) for enquiry. The task fell to one Superintendent (SP) Mahadevappa, who delegated the work to an inspector, Honne Gowda.

Then, fate dealt another cruel blow to Sadasivan. In April 1987, Jalappa became home minister. Could things have got any worse for Sadasivan? Now the police were directly under his nemesis’s control. Jalappa, on his part, wasted no time in using his newfound power. He called Superintendent Mahadevappa and Inspector Honne Gowda to his residence for a meeting in May itself to probe into the COD enquiry. Instead of asking the inspector general (IG) or the deputy inspector general (DIG) to supervise this case, as a man of his stature would ideally have done, the home minister himself decided to meet with a lowly inspector. Whether the two officers found Jalappa’s keen interest in this case suspect, one will never know. What we do know is that the two clearly weren’t aware of what they were dealing with. So, when Jalappa gently encouraged Gowda to conduct a fair enquiry and take legal action against Sadasivan, the inspector naively blurted out that there were counter allegations to factor in too. Mahadevappa was quick to observe that the minister was miffed at this response (something he would later depose in the court as Prosecution Witness Number 24). To dispel any doubts about the minister’s reaction, within two or three days of the meeting, Inspector Honne Gowda found himself transferred. His replacement, Inspector Hegde, conducted the enquiry and submitted a report on 12 December. The investigation, which went on for six months, looked into nine inconsequential allegations against Sadasivan, out of which only three were proved. And no further action was taken on these. However, as a tool to harass Sadasivan, these allegations proved wildly successful.

It was becoming rather evident over the course of their battle that Jalappa wanted to run Sadasivan out of Karnataka. He now turned his attention to the Sanjay Gandhi College of Education, which fell under the jurisdiction of the High Ground Police station. This in turn was under the supervisory control of the deputy commissioner of police (DCP), West. Therefore, Jalappa appointed a fellow Idiga, a man named K. Narayanan, as DCP, West. As early as 26 June, Narayanan knew he was going to be posted as DCP, West when Jalappa sounded him out – he made an entry in his diary on 2 July to this effect as well. To make this appointment happen, Jalappa had gone to great lengths by beginning two separate processes: one was a proposal for transfer of officers in the rank of DIGs and SIs, in
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