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			And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.

			1 John 4:16 NIV

			Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.

			1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV

			For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.

			Romans 8:29 NIV
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			Introduction

			I want to start out by thanking anyone who may have an interest in this book. In my opinion, it is a book for anyone interested in the Lord and in the teachings of Jesus Christ. In this chaotic world there are many distractions from what I consider to be most important in life and that is God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Without these three in your life it is basically like living, as you may have heard, on sinking sand. If you are new to hearing about the gospel of Jesus Christ, I recommend you start reading the book of Matthew in the New Testament of the Holy Bible. If you have a little faith, you are well on your way to an eternal life.

			I chose the title of this book to remind those who believe in Jesus Christ that, if we live in love, we live in God and God lives in us. I also chose this title because it has been my most personal favorite verse now for a long time (1 John 4:16).

			When I first read this verse, it amazed me. At one point in my life, I questioned myself, “If you could pick one word that would best describe the Holy Bible, what word would you choose?” Some people could say Jesus, God, miracles, or heaven, but I always thought of the word, love. So, when I read this verse, I decided that this will be my lifelong favorite verse.

			I still can’t memorize the complete verse off the top of my head, but I always remember the main part of it: God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God and God in them. What an amazing truth! But how do we abide in love? Well first of all, love is defined in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 as noted at the beginning of this book, and we can learn more about how to love by the words of Jesus Christ in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John in the Holy Bible. If we are to learn anything about love, Jesus Christ is the perfect example. 

			I believe love is powerful. I believe it is also feared. I remember seeing an old friend from high school when I was in my twenties, and we were out in front of a bar, and he was so happy to see me that he wanted to give me a hug, but my pride wasn’t having it. I actually remember pushing him away. At that time in my life I was not one to give hugs to another man. I was very much filled with pride. I believe pride fights off any love offered. Giving love and receiving love requires vulnerability. It’s like going against the grain of human nature

			I was brought up to be rough and tough as a way of protecting myself. The world teaches self-defense while Jesus says to turn the other cheek. The world says to be proud while Jesus says to be humble. The only way we are ever going to even come close to walking the talk of love is by the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

			If you are a believer and you feel like you are struggling in your walk to follow Jesus, remember Romans 9:20, “But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? Shall what is formed say to the one who formed it, Why did you make me like this? Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common use?" 

			We all fall short of the glory of God. In our weaknesses, God is strong. His power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). Our shortcomings help us to stay humble. I encourage you to pray often after the manner Jesus spoke of:

			And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” (Matthew 6:5-13)

			Pray at all times , and remember that Christ is at the right hand of God and is interceding for us (Romans 8:34). The Bible says that the Holy Spirit will teach us all things (John 14:26), maybe even some of those mysteries of the kingdom Jesus spoke of. Study to show yourself approved unto God (2 Timothy 2:15). We believers are being conformed to the image and likeness of Jesus (Romans 8:29) Pray for patience. God’s timing is eternal, not just a lifetime. 

			The children of God press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). Where your treasure is there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:21). I think we should focus more on where our heart is rather than where our treasure is. If you want to abide in love, I suggest this: focus on your enemies first. If you can love an enemy, you can love anyone. The devil is our greatest enemy, and he is the only exception to the rule of loving our enemies. We cannot serve two masters, either we will hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other (Matthew 6:24). He’s the craftiest beast ever created. I believe we will find out why he was even created to begin with when we get to heaven. The Lord declared, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways” (Isaiah 55:8). 

			In this book, I will provide verses from the Holy Bible that touch on some very important topics regarding our walk in faith and belief in Jesus Christ. Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Luke 9:23). We need the word of God and the help of the Holy Spirit to follow Him. He told the fishermen 2000 years ago that they will fish for men and that is my intention of writing this book – I’m casting this biblical information out into the world hoping that the gospel of Christ can reach the hearts of many men and women. 

			I will share my testimony because I believe that it will shine a light of hope to others and let them know that the bible and Jesus can take us out of our darkest valleys in life and bring us into the light where we can find peace and rest. There is victory over the devil in sharing our testimonies as you will see from a bible verse written at
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