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Introduction
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¡Hola! It’s so nice to meet you! My name is Celestino, and I’m going to be the guide in your journey to learning the language of Miguel de Cervantes, Shakira, Isabel Allende, Marc Anthony, and that beauty down the block you’ve been trying to talk to.

Of course, we’re speaking about: El español!

Now that you decided to take the time and effort necessary to learn Spanish, the next step is finding a book you can use to learn the very basics of the language, getting some level one vocabulary, helping you understand some grammar, and even giving you some pronunciation tips. You need a book to help you get started in your Spanish learning path in a fun, didactical, and applicable to daily life way.

Got you covered on that: Daily Spanish is exactly the book you’re looking for!

In these daily lessons, you’ll find little pills of knowledge that will take you no more than 10 minutes to learn but will keep you honing your Spanish speaking skills so that you can speak the language in a social context on the shortest amount of time possible.

You’ll learn what to say when meeting someone, how to ask for directions, how to tell the time, etc. and will also be able to understand what kind of food that restaurant menu is all about. These are daily life situations you could encounter anytime, where having some knowledge of Spanish comes really handy.

How do I know about this? Well, as a Spanish as a Foreign Language (SFL) teacher with more than 20 years of working experience, I know which words, phrases, and grammatical concepts are the fundamental ones to learn and have taught hundreds of students how to communicate in social situations all around the Spanish speaking world.

We’re talking about very basic stuff, not too difficult to learn, that will open the doors for you to having conversations with people from many different backgrounds, making it possible for you to keep on learning Spanish along the way.

What’s better to break the ice with someone and start building a friendship than speaking their own language? As some random guy called Nelson Mandela once said:

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart”.

That’s what we’re talking about here. After reading this book, you’ll have a head start and build the momentum to keep learning Spanish every day, just by having day-to-day experiences and meeting people, listening to songs, reading books, and immersing yourself in a rich, multinational and multi-ethnical culture.

This book will be both your cheat sheet and the foundation of your new Spanish-speaking persona. You’ll not only learn a language but will take a look at life from a different angle, with a new set of eyes that see the world the way Hispanic people do.

Want to get started? ¡Vamos!
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A Note On Pronunciation
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One of the things that make Spanish such a beautiful and melodic language it’s the special way its words are pronounced: sometimes they seem soft, other times a little tougher, but always flow in an easy and steady manner that is so pleasing to the ears that some very influential people in the past have said things like this:

“I speak Spanish to God, Italian to Women, French to men and German to my horse.” Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor

It is indeed very easy to know how to pronounce a word correctly from the way it’s written: you only need to know the sound of each letter or group of letters and then combine those sounds in order to produce a word.

Another distinct feature of Spanish is that almost 80% of the words are stressed on the penultimate syllable. So, if you don’t know where to stress the sound of a word (and you’ll learn how to find that out later), your safest bet is to always go for the penultimate syllable.
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Day 1. The Spanish Vowels
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There are only 5 different vocalic sounds in Spanish, and they are way more distinct between one another that they are in English. They’re also easier to learn and recognize in a text because most of the time, when you see then in writing, the sound they represent it’s always going to be the same.

There are some exceptions, of course, but you’ll learn how to distinguish those cases later in the book: there’s no need to worry about that now!

Native Spanish speakers can spot a “gringo” from a mile away just by paying attention to the way they pronounce their vowels: English native speakers tend to mix the vowels up, a thing no native Spanish speaker would ever do. It is very important to get this right from the beginning in order to learn the language properly.

The five Spanish vowels are A, E, I, O, U.

They have short, very simple sounds, completely different from one another.

You are familiar with these sounds even though you don’t know it yet; just read below, and you’ll see how each vowel sounds according to some very common English words:

	The vowel “A” sounds like in Apple, Ana, Father, Man, Andy, Chat.

	The vowel “E” sounds like in Elegant, Elephant, Elliott, Test, and Text.

	The vowel “I” sounds like in Be, See, We, Me, Weed, Feet, Fit, Keep.

	The vowel “O” sounds like in October, Organ, Onion, Oregon, and Orlando.

	The vowel “U” sounds like in Good, Flute, Foot, Boot, Tune.


Once you get these sounds, internalize them and make them a part of your brain, it will be easier for you to see a Spanish word and associate each vowel to their respective sound.

The key to learning faster:

PRACTICE, PRACTICE, and PRACTICE SOME MORE. Then repeat the process as many times as you wish!
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Day 2. Basic Words
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When babies are learning to speak, what they do is involving every single one of their senses in the process by paying close attention to what’s happening around them.

They SEE things and begin forming concepts in their minds. Then they LISTEN to the way other people call these things and make the connections accordingly.

That’s an automatic process. We don’t need to worry about it, because children will learn it organically, in a natural process. It’s a natural learning system.

We, as adults, can learn that way too. The only thing we need is to focus on that and put our minds to it in order to facilitate the learning process.

So, let’s dive in!

What comes next are some very basic words that you can associate with the images shown beside them. Just pay attention to those images, and you’ll automatically make the connections to the concepts you have already formed in your mind for them. These words will be very useful in the next lessons to continue learning the language.
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Day 3. Cognates – A Natural Bridge Between Languages
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Cognates are words in different languages that share the same etymological origin. This happens because languages are not created in the blink of an eye: they evolve, merge, form, and influence one another through centuries of interaction as the people trade, share knowledge, visit other countries, and yes, even when they fight each other.

English and Spanish are two languages with European origins: one derives from Proto-Germanic and the other from Vulgar Latin. Even before the modern languages got their current form, they’ve been interacting, and after that, they have been swapping terms and influencing one another for centuries. The result: there are estimates that say that approximately 30 to 40% of all English words have a Spanish cognate. That’s an excellent first step to learn the language!

But not all of the cognates are made equal. There are several types, as explained below:


−  Perfect cognates are words that are identical in both English and Spanish. These are the easiest to remember and apply in everyday interactions.

−  Near perfect cognates look very similar in both languages and mean the same things, but require a simple formula to be converted from English to Spanish and vice versa.

−  False cognates, also known as “false friends”, because they are a little two-faced son of... words that, even when spelled in the same or similar manner, have a completely different meaning that can get you in not so nice predicaments. It’s better to know who is real, and who is not, right?
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