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This book is dedicated to my mom, Marci, Merissa, and Becky. I daydream about our horseback Haw Creek adventures.

Contents

River Christmas

Cozy Christmas Conversation

About the Author

Other Books by Judy

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​River Christmas

[image: ]


[image: Painting of blond girl in foreground with red barn and various animals standing by a stream with trees.]

I’m Paisley. I live in a farmhouse on the river. My friends have always been animals.
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That changed when Juliette moved from the city to the cabin next door and became my best friend. Always together, we romp on the river.
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One November morning, Juliette said, “I’ll miss Christmas in the city where I ...”
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watched the Rockettes, danced in the Nutcracker ...
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and ice skated at Rockefeller Center.”

[image: Painting of two young girls in cannoe on river. One is pointing up.]

Oh, dear, oh, dear! Juliette mustn’t miss the city! She must love living here with me. I hatch a plan to show Juliette there’s nothing more magical than a river Christmas.
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First, nearly every night, we search the sky for Santa’s sleigh. I tell Juliette, “In the weeks before Christmas, Santa’s sleigh soars over the river.”

Night after night, we spy only stars, until one night when we spot a twinkling light! 
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But the light is only Daddy searching for a lost calf. Oh, dear, oh, dear!
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Next, nearly every afternoon, we search the forest for a Christmas tree for Juliette’s cabin until ...
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we spot the perfect tree which we chop down ...
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and drag to Juliette’s cabin.

[image: Painting of two young girls decorating a Christmas tree. Dog watching.]

After we decorate the tree, Juliette says, “Let’s have a sleepover!”
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After baking gingerbread men and reading a Christmas story, we drift to sleep. I dream of Santa’s sleigh soaring over the river.

Suddenly, my cheek tickles, so I wake to find ...
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SPIDERS! Oh, dear, oh, dear! Juliette yells, 

“Spiders crawled out of the tree!”
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After we sweep the spiders out the door ...
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we drag the tree to the river.
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I won’t give up! I have one final idea for how to give Juliette a magical river Christmas, so I scamper to the lemon tree and pick lemons.
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I chop the lemons, stir in the flour, butter, eggs, and sugar, and slide the tray into the oven.
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Waiting for the bars to bake, I make Juliette a Christmas card. 
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Momma walks in and says, “I smell ...”
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BURNING! Oh, dear, oh, dear! I’ve ruined Juliette’s Christmas. Tears stream down my cheeks.
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Suddenly, a sound, KNOCK, KNOCK! I bolt to the front door and fling it open to find ...
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Juliette!

She says, “Merry Christmas, Paisley! Thanks for making this my most magical Christmas ever because this is our first Christmas together!”
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After we hug, we exchange gifts. That evening ...
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we ride to a Christmas surprise ...
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The Nutcracker ... river style! Oh my, oh my! Under the starry sky, I exclaim, “Our friendship is the most magical Christmas gift of all!”
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