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​Preface
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Writing is a journey, and the story you are about to read is the product of my own exploration of language and imagination. As an ESL student and teacher  I have always found solace and joy in the world of science fiction. It has allowed me to escape into realms of infinite possibilities, where the future, present, and past intertwine. More importantly, it has been an invaluable tool for learning and improving my English language skills.

With "Life After Ruin," I hope to offer you, dear reader, a science fiction adventure that not only transports you to another world but also aids you on your journey to mastering the English language. This novel was conceived with the intention of creating an engaging and enjoyable story that, at the same time, presents ESL learners with the rich vocabulary, sentence structures, and linguistic intricacies that are part of the English language.

As you immerse yourself in the adventures of Maria, the botanist who becomes a beacon of hope in a post-apocalyptic world, you will encounter dialogue and descriptions that are crafted to help you improve your English reading and comprehension skills. This tale of survival, hope, and redemption serves as a platform for language acquisition, enabling you to learn English within the context of a captivating narrative.

Throughout the book, you will be introduced to a variety of vocabulary, idioms, and language patterns, allowing you to experience the richness of the English language in a natural and organic way. Furthermore, you will find that the story delves into different facets of human experience, presenting opportunities for critical thinking and discussion. In this way, "Life After Ruin" not only fosters language skills but also encourages intellectual growth and reflection.

As you embark on this journey with Maria and the other survivors, I hope that you will not only find yourself immersed in an exciting world of science fiction but also gain confidence in your English language abilities. 

As you read, I encourage you to let your imagination roam freely, immerse yourself in the story, and embrace the adventure of learning. Dive into the world of "Life after Ruin," and may it inspire you to explore the wonders of the English language and the limitless possibilities of your own imagination.

With warmest regards,

Pantelis Giamouridis
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​Chapter 1: The world that once was


[image: ]


Before the world fell apart, I was Dr. Maria Alvarez, a respected botanist specializing in plant genetics. I had devoted my life to studying the interactions between plants and their environment, and I believed that the key to saving the planet from ecological collapse lay in the humblest of organisms. My colleagues and I were on the brink of a groundbreaking discovery when everything changed.

It began subtly, with whispers of a mysterious illness spreading across the globe. Governments downplayed its severity, assuring the public that it was under control. But when the food supply chain began to crumble, and once-bustling cities transformed into ghost towns, it was clear that the world was on the brink of collapse.

My once bright and promising future evaporated, and the very soil beneath my feet became barren. For years, I survived by scavenging for canned goods and water in the deserted ruins of nearby towns, always moving, always cautious.

When I looked in the mirror, I no longer recognized the person staring back at me. The vibrant young woman with a doctorate in botany was gone, replaced by a hardened survivor with dirt-caked hands and a weary heart. But my knowledge of plants and my love for the earth remained, buried deep within me, waiting for a time when they could be useful again.

That moment came when I met Sam. He was a carpenter before the world ended, a tall man with a beard and strong hands. He had a wife and two kids, but he lost them early on to the harsh realities of post-apocalyptic life. He was quiet, but I could tell that he had a burning desire to find meaning in this desolate world. We formed a bond, an unspoken agreement that we would watch each other's backs.

"I found some people," he told me one day, as we sat on the steps of an abandoned house. "They're struggling, Maria. They don't know how to farm or find clean water. They've lost so much, just like us."

I looked into his eyes and nodded, understanding his unspoken plea. It was time to use my skills for something more than just scraping by. It was time to help others, to rebuild.

The group was small at first, just a dozen or so ragtag survivors, families who had come together for safety. They greeted us with a mix of gratitude and caution, having seen too many people turn cruel in the name of survival. They had good reason to be wary.

"Hello, folks," I said, looking at each one of them. "I'm Maria, and this is Sam. We're here to help, if you'll let us."

I talked about my knowledge of plants and my vision of creating a self-sustaining community, where everyone could live without fear of going hungry. The skepticism was palpable, but so was the hope in their eyes. Slowly, we started working together, clearing the land and planting seeds.

We called our community "Eden," and we all pitched in to make it a reality. It wasn't easy, but we knew it was worth it. Word spread, and more survivors joined us. Eden became an oasis amidst the desolation.

That was when Rourke arrived. His men came bearing weapons, and he came bearing threats. "You can't live here for free," he said, his voice cold and calculating. "You either join me willingly, or I'll take your little paradise by force."

I knew we couldn't stand up to him alone, but I also knew that we couldn't give in. I met his eyes, determination in mine. "We will not join you," I said, "and we won't let you take our home."

Rourke laughed, a chilling sound that sent shivers down my spine. "You don't have a choice, Maria," he said, "I'll be back."

I watched as he and his men left, my heart pounding with fear and anger. I felt a hand on my shoulder and turned to see Sam looking at me with a reassuring smile.

"We'll figure something out, Maria," he said. "We won't let him take what we've worked so hard for."

I nodded, knowing that we were in for a battle, but also knowing that we had something worth fighting for. Eden was more than just a piece of land; it was a symbol of hope and resilience. It was a place where people could find a sense of purpose, a reason to live. And I was determined to keep it that way.

In the days that followed, we devised a plan, fortifying our defenses and preparing ourselves for the inevitable conflict. We may not have had the firepower that Rourke had, but we had our knowledge, our resourcefulness, and the sheer determination to protect our home.

We trained together, sharing skills and learning to work as a team. I taught them how to use plants to create traps, defenses, and even weapons. Sam, with his carpentry skills, built barricades and makeshift weapons. The others contributed their own skills and experiences, and we became a force to be reckoned with.

We waited, knowing that the battle was inevitable. Our lives were intertwined with Eden, and we would not let Rourke and his men take it away from us. 

We had found a small piece of hope in this broken world, and we would fight to protect it.

Vocabulary List 

1. Ecological: relating to or concerned with the relation of living organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings.

2. Collapse: a sudden and complete failure or breakdown; a state of extreme weakness or lack of strength.

3. Barren: (of land) too poor to produce much or any vegetation; lacking interest or charm.

4. Scavenging: searching for or collecting usable items or food from discarded waste.

5. Desolate: deserted of people and in a state of bleak and dismal emptiness.

6. Unspoken: not expressed in speech; understood or implied without being stated.

7. Plea: a request made in an urgent and emotional manner; an appeal or entreaty.

8. Skepticism: a skeptical attitude; doubt as to the truth of something.

9. Palpable: able to be touched or felt; clear to the mind or plain to see; tangible.

10. Resourcefulness: the ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties; using available resources effectively.

11. Fortifying: strengthening or reinforcing; making something stronger or more secure.

12. Inevitable: certain to happen; unavoidable.

13. Resourcefulness: the ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties; using available resources effectively.

14. Barricades: a defensive barrier hastily constructed, as in a street during a riot or a military camp.

15. Reckoned: establish by counting or calculation; be of the opinion; think or suppose.

Vocabulary Practice 

1. Which term is defined as the relationship between living organisms and their physical surroundings?

a) Ecological

b) Collapse

c) Barren

d) Scavenging

2. What does the term "desolate" mean?

a) Lacking interest or charm

b) Able to be touched or felt

c) Deserted and bleak

d) A sudden and complete failure

3. What is the definition of "unspoken"?

a) Doubt as to the truth of something

b) A request made in an urgent and emotional manner

c) Not expressed in speech but understood or implied

d) Searching for or collecting usable items or food from discarded waste

4. What does the term "skepticism" refer to?

a) The ability to find quick and clever ways to overcome difficulties

b) A skeptical attitude; doubt as to the truth of something

c) Strengthening or reinforcing something

d) Certain to happen; unavoidable

5. What does the term "reckoned" mean?

a) Establish by counting or calculation

b) Able to
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