
  ALASKA


  State Tourist Information


  (907) 929-2200 | www.travelalaska.com


  Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve


  1 Park Rd. • Gustavus, AK 99826 • (907) 697-2230 • www.nps.gov/glba


  Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve comprises approximately 3.3 million acres including some of the world’s most impressive tidewater glaciers, rivers of ice that flow to the sea. The park is rich in plant and animal life and is home to moose, black bears, grizzly bears, mountain goats, sea lions, sea otters, puffins, bald eagles, humpback whales, and porpoises. A 9-mile paved road links the small town of Gustavus and its airport with the lodge, but most natural features of the park can be seen only by boat or airplane. The park is in southeastern Alaska, approximately 60 miles northwest of Juneau. Access to the park is only via plane or boat.


  Park Entrance Fee: No charge.


  Lodging in Glacier Bay National Park: Glacier Bay Lodge offers the only overnight accommodations in the park. The rustic 48-room lodge is located near the mouth of Glacier Bay in the southeastern section of the park.
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  GLACIER BAY LODGE


  179 Bartlett Cove • Gustavus, AK 99826 • (907) 697-4000 • www.visitglacierbay.com


  Glacier Bay Lodge is a wilderness resort situated on Bartlett Cove in a Sitka spruce rain forest. The complex includes an attractive two-story wooden chalet-type lodge that houses a lobby with a cathedral ceiling and wood beams, a large gas fireplace, registration desk, dining room with great vistas, and a gift shop. A National Park Service visitor center on the lodge mezzanine offers interpretive displays and an auditorium where films are shown and programs are presented by park rangers. Boardwalks connect the main lodge with 19 nearby one-story wooden structures that house the guest accommodations.


  The lodge offers 48 guest rooms that are near but separate from the main lodge. Approximately a dozen rooms are utilized as housing for management and interpreters. The buildings each have from 2 to 6 rooms. The rooms all have radiant heat, a coffeemaker, a hair dryer, a telephone, and a private bathroom. There are no televisions. All but 4 of the rooms are the same size, and most have 1 double bed plus a twin bed. A limited number of rooms have 2 double beds. The rooms have attractive interiors with rough-hewn wood walls and a vaulted ceiling. Sixteen rooms classified as “view rooms” offer window views of Bartlett Cove and rent for about $25 per night more than rooms that offer forest views. If a water view is important, we suggest rooms 9 through 21. Keep in mind water views are at least partially obscured by spruce trees. If a water view isn’t important, save $25 by requesting rooms 43 through 52. Steps are required to reach some rooms, especially those with a view. Mention if steps will be a problem when making a reservation.
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  Guest rooms at Glacier Bay Lodge


  Glacier Bay Lodge is a place to enjoy spectacular scenery and abundant wildlife in a wild environment. The lodge is in a rain forest with cool temperatures and plentiful moisture, so pack rain gear and cloothing appropriate for daytime summer temperatures that range from 45° to 65° Fahrenheit. We suggest at least 3 nights at the lodge to allow sufficient time to enjoy and explore the surrounding area. Most guests choose to take the daylong Glacier Bay cruise that departs at 7:30 a.m. from the dock behind the lodge. We saw mountain goats, wolves, sea otters, sea lions, puffins, and a grizzly bear during our cruise. We also witnessed a huge chunk of ice split off a tidewater glacier and crash into Glacier Bay. The next day can be spent kayaking Glacier Bay or hiking 1 or more of 4 trails that begin near the lodge. The 1-mile Forest Loop Trail begins from the beach below the lodge and winds through the rain forest where the trees, ground, and logs are covered in green. Bicycle rentals are available at the lodge. On the second evening consider the whale-watching tour that cruises to a popular feeding area for humpback whales. The tour is available with or without dinner. Whale-watching tours are not offered every night, so inquire about schedules when making a lodge reservation.


  
    Glacier Bay Lodge, constructed from 1965 to 1966 by the National Park Service, opened in June 1966 with the main lodge plus 20 cabins. The concessionaire constructed an additional 35 cabins plus 2 utility cabins and a service building (the current shower and laundry) 6 years later. The added buildings were subsequently purchased by the National Park Service from the financially distressed concessionaire. During the winter of 1984–85, the National Park Service enlarged the lodge basement and provided exhibit space on the second floor that currently houses the National Park Service visitor center. The lodge and its boat tours have operated under a succession of firms, including one that filed for bankruptcy in 1989. The lodge contract was awarded in 2004 to a joint venture of Aramark Leisure Services and a subsidiary of HUNA Totem Native Corporation. The contract was extended by 2 years in late 2013.

  


  
    Nearly everyone visiting Glacier Bay, be it by boat or plane, travels by way of Juneau. Alaska’s capital offers a variety of things to see and do that make a layover of several days worthwhile. As you might expect in a capital city, Juneau is home to an interesting state museum and offers state capitol tours. Perhaps you would enjoy a 1,800-foot tram ride up Mount Roberts. Scenic seaplane flights over the Juneau Icefield and its many glaciers leave from a downtown dock. A short distance north of Juneau, a US Forest Service visitor center offers exhibits near a viewing area for the famous Mendenhall Glacier. Nearer downtown a salmon hatchery and its small aquarium offer insights on one of the state’s important industries. After all this, it may be time for a tour of the Alaska Brewing Company, where visitors can sample fine brews. For information contact the Juneau Convention & Visitors Bureau. Call (800) 587-2201, or visit www.traveljuneau.com.

  


  Rooms: Singles, doubles, triples, and quads. Rollaways are available. All rooms have private baths.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Two rooms are ADA compliant. An elevator is available to transport guests to the second floor of the lodge, where the national park visitor center is located.


  Reservations: Glacier Bay Lodge & Tours, 3000 C St., Ste. 101, Anchorage, AK 99503. Phone (888) 229-8687; www.visitglacierbay.com. Rooms must be prepaid. A fee of 10 percent of the total reservation is charged for any cancellation at least 31 days prior to arrival. Later cancellations result in a forfeit of deposit.


  Rates: View rooms ($230); regular rooms ($205). Rates quoted are for 2 adults. Each additional person is $25 per night. Children under 12 stay free with adults. Packages are offered and nonrefundable rates are sometimes available.


  Location: Approximately 9 miles northwest of Gustavus, on the shore of Bartlett Cove.


  Season: Late May through early Sept.


  Food: A dining room specializing in fresh Alaskan seafood, such as halibut and salmon, serves breakfast ($6–$14); lunch ($8–$13); and dinner ($15–$30). The lunch menu is served on the deck during the afternoon and evening hours. A small grocery is in Gustavus.


  Transportation: Alaska Airlines operates scheduled jet service to Gustavus during summer months. Charter airlines (Wings of Alaska and Alaska Seaplanes) and air taxis provide service between Glacier Bay and several Alaska towns. Alaska Marine Highway System stops in Gustavus 1 or 2 times per week. Call (800) 642-0066 for schedules and fares. A lodge shuttle (fee) operates between the lodge and Gustavus. A private taxi service is also available. Service and schedules are subject to change, so check with the lodge or review Gustavus transportation information at www.gustavus.com/gethere/index.html.


  Facilities: Restaurant, cocktail service, gift shop, bike and kayak rental, national park visitor center. A ranger station and boat dock are nearby.


  Activities: Hiking, guided walks, biking, kayaking, guided kayak trips, fishing, fishing charters, all-day wildlife and glacier cruises, and whale-watching dinner cruises. A 9-hole golf course is in Gustavus (rental clubs are available).


  ARIZONA


  State Tourist Information


  (888) 520-3434 | www.arizonaguide.com


  Canyon de Chelly National Monument


  PO Box 588 • Chinle, AZ 86503 • (928) 674-5500 • www.nps.gov/cach


  Canyon de Chelly (pronounced “d’ SHAY”) National Monument comprises nearly 84,000 acres of Navajo land that include ruins of Indian villages built between AD 350 and 1300 in steep-walled canyons. The visitor center is near the park entrance. Excellent views of Canyon del Muerto are available from scenic overlooks along North Rim Drive (36 miles round-trip) and Canyon de Chelly along South Rim Drive (34 miles round-trip). White House Ruin is accessible via a 2.5-mile (round-trip) trail that begins at a trailhead on South Rim Drive. All other trails and all 4-wheel-drive travel within the park require a park ranger or authorized guide. Canyon de Chelly is in northeastern Arizona, approximately 85 miles northwest of Gallup, New Mexico, near the town of Chinle.


  Monument Entrance Fee: No charge.
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  Lodging in Canyon de Chelly National Monument: Sacred Canyon Lodge, near the monument entrance, is the monument’s only lodging facility. The lodge is on Navajo Route 7, 3 miles east of the intersection with Highway 191 in the town of Chinle.
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  SACRED CANYON LODGE


  Rural Route 7 • Chinle, AZ 86503 • (800) 679-2473 • www.sacredcanyonlodge.com


  Sacred Canyon Lodge is an attractive, well-maintained motor lodge, offering 70 rooms just inside the entrance to Canyon de Chelly National Monument. The lodge, situated in a grove of cottonwood trees, comprises a complex of several adobe and stone buildings, including 4 adobe units that contain most of the guest rooms. The adobe registration building is separate but adjacent to the buildings with guest rooms. Separate stone buildings house a small number of rooms, a gift shop, and a cafeteria.
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  A De Chelly building at Sacred Canyon Lodge


  The lodge offers 2 major categories of rooms. All are decorated in an attractive Southwestern style and have air-conditioning, heat, ceiling fans, television, and a telephone. They do not have a coffeemaker or hair dryer.


  Forty-one adobe motel-type rooms were constructed in 1984, and most have 2 queen beds and a full bath. Adobe rooms have beamed ceilings and are housed in 2 long buildings built into the back of a hill. Parking is directly in front of a covered walkway stretching across the front of the buildings. Twenty-eight De Chelly rooms were built in the 1960s and most contain 2 double beds and a full bath, although one has 3 full beds, and a few are available with a king bed. All but 4 De Chelly rooms are in 2 buildings constructed around a grassy courtyard. These rooms back up to one another, with half facing the courtyard and half facing the parking lot. Four De Chelly rooms are in 2 buildings, 1 stone and 1 adobe, situated in the center of the complex. One suite in a stone building has a separate bedroom with 1 king bed, a living room area with a queen sofa bed and a refrigerator, and a full bathroom. We recommend choosing from De Chelly rooms 14 through 18 or 25 through 29, all of which face the courtyard and front on a nice grassy area.


  Sacred Canyon Lodge is an exceptionally well-maintained facility offering a relaxing atmosphere where guests sometimes visit from porch chairs directly outside their rooms. The green lawns are immaculate and the building exteriors always appear as if they were recently redone. Guests from a neighboring room told us during one of our visits that Sacred Canyon Lodge was their favorite stay during a 2-week trip to the Southwest. The lodge cafeteria has an attractive interior with decorative Navajo rugs and offers inexpensive food, including the house specialty Navajo taco, from early morning to evening. The lodge gift shop features a large selection of hand-woven Navajo rugs. The National Park Service visitor center is an easy half-mile walk from the lodge. Interpretive programs at the visitor center include ranger presentations and guided walks. The lodge is near the monument’s campground, where evening campfire programs are offered.


  Rooms: Doubles, triples, and quads. All rooms have a full private bath.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Four De Chelly rooms are wheelchair accessible.


  Reservations: Sacred Canyon Lodge, Rural Route 7, Chinle, AZ 86503. Phone (800) 679-2473; www.sacredcanyonlodge.com. Cancellation must be made 24 hours in advance for a full refund.


  Rates: Summer rates (Mar 1 to Oct 31) for 2 people: Adobe rooms ($109); De Chelly rooms ($99); Suite ($169). Each additional person is $7. Winter rate for 2 persons: Adobe rooms ($83); De Chelly rooms ($73); Suite ($99). Rollaway, crib, and each additional person is $7. Special packages are available during winter months. Senior discounts and government rates are offered.


  
    Sacred Canyon Lodge (formerly Thunderbird Lodge) was originally constructed in 1902 as a trading post on the Navajo Reservation. The post served as a store, bank, post office, community meeting place, and courtroom. The owner began offering rooms and food service to accommodate an increasing number of tourists, who came to view the cliff dwellings and spectacular scenery. The present-day cafeteria is in the original trading post, while the building housing the gift shop originally served as home for the trading post’s owner.

  


  Location: A short distance inside the park entrance.


  Season: Open year-round. Heaviest season is from Apr through Oct, when reservations are advised.


  Food: A lodge cafeteria offers basic food at reasonable prices from 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the summer months, with shorter hours the remainder of the year. Breakfast ranges from $4 to $7, while lunch and dinner cost from $6 to $15.


  Facilities: Cafeteria, gift shop, National Park Service visitor center. Three miles west, Chinle has fast-food outlets, service stations, grocery stores, laundries, and a bank.


  Activities: Hiking, canyon tours are offered by private guides, National Park Service interpretive programs, horseback riding.


  Glen Canyon National Recreation Area


  PO Box 1507 • Page, AZ 86040 • (928) 608-6200 • www.nps.gov/glca


  Glen Canyon National Recreation Area comprises 1.25 million acres of high desert surrounding and including Lake Powell and its nearly 2,000 miles of shoreline. Lake Powell is formed by Glen Canyon Dam near Page, Arizona, which backs up the Colorado River for nearly 200 miles. Most activities here, including boating, fishing, and waterskiing, are water-related. Houseboat rentals are offered at several locations. Although nearly all the recreation area is in southern Utah, the most accessible section is along US 89 near Page, Arizona, where the Glen Canyon Dam is located.


  Entrance Fee: $15 per vehicle or $7 per person, good for 7 days.


  Lodging in Glen Canyon National Recreation Area: Three locations in the recreation area offer guest accommodations. The largest and nicest by far is Lake Powell Resort, 6 miles north of Page, Arizona, on US 89. The resort also has a large marina. Overnight accommodations are offered by the same concessionaire at Bullfrog Resort and Halls Crossing, 2 smaller facilities in the recreation area’s Utah section. Reservations are made using the address and phone number listed for Lake Powell Resort. All the locations permit pets.
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  BULLFROG RESORT AND MARINA


  PO Box 4055 • Lake Powell, UT 84533 • (435) 684-3000


  Bullfrog Resort and Marina offers 48 rooms at Defiance House Lodge plus 8 family units. Lodge rooms range from $81 to $177. These are in a stucco building that sits atop a high bluff overlooking Bullfrog Bay. Both the building, constructed in the early 1980s, and rooms within are similar in appearance to those at Lake Powell Resort. Eight freestanding prefabricated family units rent for $172 to $330 depending upon the season. Each unit contain 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, living room, full kitchen, microwave, coffeemaker, toaster, dishes and utensils for 8 people, linens, and a television but no telephone. A gas grill and picnic table are outside each unit. All units have heat, air-conditioning, and attractive interiors.


  The resort is at Bullfrog Basin on UT 276 on the west side of Lake Powell. A toll ferry at Bullfrog crosses the lake. Bullfrog Resort and Marina offers a restaurant, cocktail lounge, gift shop, liquor store, and gas station. Although the resort is open year-round, the restaurant operates from early Apr through early Nov. It offers cocktails and 3 meals a day (breakfast is seasonal). The marina store sells basic food supplies and beverages. Ranger programs are offered during summer. A National Park Service visitor center adjacent to the resort contains exhibits concerning the Colorado Plateau and the evolution of Glen Canyon plant and animal life. A concessionaire offers half- and full-day boat tours during summer. Boat rental is available.


  HALLS CROSSING AND MARINA


  PO Box 5101 • Lake Powell, UT 84533 • (435) 684-7000


  Halls Crossing and Marina, on UT 276 between Blanding and Hanksville, offers 12 freestanding family units identical to those at Bullfrog Resort and Marina. Halls Crossing has auto service, a marina, and a store with limited supplies. Boat rentals and tours are offered. A toll ferry provides continuation of UT 276. Transportation is available from a small airport 10 miles from Halls Crossing. Rates are the same as at Bullfrog Resort and Marina.


  LAKE POWELL RESORT


  PO Box 1597 • Page, AZ 86040 • (928) 645-2433 • www.lakepowell.com


  Lake Powell Resort offers 348 rooms as part of an attractive marina resort complex on Lake Powell. The resort comprises a registration building plus 8 nearly identical two-story lodge buildings on a peninsula of Lake Powell. The landscaped stucco buildings are finished and decorated in a Southwestern design. The complex also includes 2 swimming pools, a well-equipped fitness room with sauna, gas station, upscale restaurant, coffee bar, lounge, grill, sports shop, and a gift shop. A variety of boat tours can be arranged at the lobby registration desk. Special packages combining a boat tour and lodge room are available. A large marina complex is down the hill from the lodge.


  All rooms other than 10 suites are of nearly identical size. The majority have 2 queen beds, while others have a king bed. Each room has heat, air-conditioning, television, telephone, mini-refrigerator, coffeemaker, hair dryer, and a full bath. Second-story rooms each have a private balcony while first-story rooms enjoy a patio. Second-floor rooms require climbing a flight of stairs, as buildings do not have an elevator.


  Four categories of rooms are available. The least expensive Traditional rooms on both the first and second floors face the large parking area with views pretty much confined to asphalt, vehicles, and other buildings, especially from first-floor rooms. Marina View rooms face Wahweap Marina and an attractive landscape. Lake View rooms generally offer good views of the lake and surrounding mesas and buttes. Rooms in the 2 newest buildings (the 700 and 800 buildings) have superior balconies and patios that allow guests to more easily enjoy a view of the lake and surrounding landscape without standing. The other 6 buildings have relatively high outside balcony and patio walls that require second-floor guests to stand in order to view the landscape. The lodge offers 6 suites, some of which face the lake while other face the marina. Each is twice the size of a regular room. Suites include a wet bar, a microwave, 2 televisions, a king bed, and a sofa bed in the sitting room. Four Junior Suites are somewhat smaller than a suite and lack a lake view and wet bar.
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  Lake Powell Resort lodge buildings


  Lake Powell Resort is an upscale place to spend one or several nights in a scenic lakeside setting. The type of room to choose is best determined by how you plan to spend your stay. Choose the less-expensive Traditional room if you expect to arrive late and leave early or immediately after a morning boat tour. On the other hand, spend the extra money for a Lake View room if you will be staying a couple of days and plan to spend time enjoying the patio or balcony. Request a second-floor room that provides better views if you don’t mind climbing a flight of stairs. Relaxing on a lakeside balcony with a hot cup of coffee and watching the sun rise over the distant mesa was a high point we experienced during one stay here.


  The resort is a center for water-based recreation, and we suggest at least one boat tour during your stay. The Rainbow Bridge Cruise provides access to the world’s largest natural stone bridge at Rainbow Bridge Natural Monument. This giant water-eroded sandstone arch is even more impressive than we imagined. Boat tour information is available at the resort registration desk. Guided fishing excursions and kayaking tours are also available.


  
    Houseboat rentals are big business on Lake Powell, a huge body of water where boaters can wander at leisure and anchor in isolation among some of America’s most spectacular landscapes of brilliant red canyons, mesas, and buttes. Houseboats ranging from 50 to 75 feet, sleeping from 6 to 22 people, with multiple bedrooms, multiple bathrooms, a complete kitchen with full-size appliances, satellite television, upscale furniture, and a Jacuzzi on the top deck, are available for rent. Two major players in houseboat rentals near Page are Lake Powell Resort and Antelope Point Marina (800-255-5561; antelopepointlakepowell.com). Rentals range from $4,000 to $15,000 per week, depending on season and boat size. Ski boats, kayaks, and deck cruisers are also available.
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  Rainbow Room restaurant at Lake Powell Resort


  Rooms: Doubles, triples, and quads. All rooms have private baths.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Twelve rooms are ADA compliant.


  Reservations: Lake Powell Resorts & Marinas, PO Box 56909, Phoenix, AZ 85079. Phone (800) 528-6154 or, from the greater Phoenix area, (602) 278-8888; www.lakepowell.com. A deposit of 1 night’s lodging is required. Cancellation notice of 24 hours is required for a refund.


  
    The stunning landscape surrounding Lake Powell Resort has served as a location for more than 40 movies, including 1962’s The Greatest Story Ever Told, starring Charlton Heston, Carroll Baker, Pat Boone, and Jose Ferrer. Maverick, with Mel Gibson, Jodie Foster, and James Garner, was filmed here in 1993. Other movies filmed in the Lake Powell area include Planet of the Apes, Sergeants Three, The Outlaw Josey Wales, Superman III, and Anasazi Moon. John Travolta stayed in Lake Powell Resort suite 274 for a month during the 1995 filming of Broken Arrow.

  


  
    Lake Powell was created by Glen Canyon Dam, which was completed in 1966 following 10 years of construction. The dam is near the town of Page, just south of Lake Powell Resort. The huge structure backs up the Colorado River for 200 miles and supplies water and electricity to California, Arizona, and Nevada. Concrete for the dam and power plant was poured around the clock for more than 3 years. Dam tours of approximately 45 minutes are $5 per person. Call (928) 608-6072 for information.

  


  Rates: Guest room rates vary considerably during the year. Prime time is summer, especially Aug, when rates are generally highest. Winter months typically offer the lowest rates. Traditional ($93–$313); Marina View ($109–$323); Lake View ($124–$344); Junior Suite ($145– $375); Suites ($187–$427). Cribs are free and rollaways are available for a fee. Children under 18 years of age stay free. Discounts are available for advance purchase (no refunds), AAA, and seniors. Check the website for special packages.


  Location: On US 89, 6 miles north of Page, Arizona.


  Season: Open all year.


  Food: A full-service restaurant with a tiered circular dining area and wall of windows offers diners a panoramic view of the lake and surrounding countryside. The restaurant serves breakfast ($7–$15), lunch ($8–$14), and dinner ($16–$33). Alcoholic beverages are available in the restaurant and an adjacent lounge that serves appetizers, salads, sandwiches, and limited dinners. A coffee bar in the lobby serves gourmet coffee and prepackaged foods. A grill with indoor/outdoor dining serves pizza, pasta, hamburgers, sandwiches, salads, and ice cream from Mar through Sept. A floating restaurant is at Wahweap Marina. The Canyon Princess offers weekend dinner cruises seasonally depending on demand. Advance reservations are required.


  Facilities: Sport shop (with limited groceries), lounge, gift shop, gas station, restaurant, grill, and marina with rentals. Two swimming pools, a hot tub, and a fitness room with a sauna and showers. A coin-operated laundry is at the nearby campground.


  Activities: Swimming; walking and hiking; boating; waterskiing; fishing; boat tours.


  Pets: A fee of $20 per night is charged per pet. Pets are allowed only in Traditional rooms.


  Grand Canyon National Park


  PO Box 129 • Grand Canyon, AZ 86023 • (928) 638-7888 • www.nps.gov/grca


  Grand Canyon National Park covers 1,904 square miles and is one of our most popular national parks. The Grand Canyon itself is so spectacular that first-time visitors are likely to think they are viewing a painting. The canyon has been created by massive uplift and the cutting effect of the Colorado River, which originates in the Rocky Mountains. The river now flows nearly a mile below the South Rim and even farther below the higher North Rim. Although developed areas of the North and South Rims are separated by only about 10 miles, the distance by road is 215 miles. A daily shuttle service (fee charged) is offered between the South and North Rims. An alternative is the 21-mile Kaibab Trail, which leads from Yaki Point on the South Rim to within 2 miles of Grand Canyon Lodge on the North Rim.


  North or South Rim? The 2 sides of the canyon are so different they share little other than the same canyon and river. The more popular South Rim is open year-round with easier access, more facilities, and many more visitors. The South Rim offers more eating facilities, more stores, more places to walk, and more people to bump into. Things move more slowly at the isolated North Rim, where services and visitors are limited. The higher elevation results in cooler temperatures and more trees. Vistas seem more intimate, and fewer people will be standing nearby straining for the same view. The North Rim is closed in winter.


  Park Entrance Fee: $25 per vehicle or $12 per person, good for 7 days on both sides of the canyon.


  Lodging in Grand Canyon National Park: The park has 8 lodges, 6 on the South Rim, 1 on the canyon floor, and 1 on the North Rim. Alternatives range from small lodge rooms without a private bath, to historic cabins, to rooms in a classic historic hotel. Rates vary depending on where you stay. The wide variation in accommodations means you should have a basic understanding of alternatives when making a reservation. On the South Rim, all lodges except for Yavapai are operated by the same concessionaire, and reservations are made using the same address, telephone number, or website. Reservation information for Yavapai is provided under the Yavapai heading. Reservation information for all other South Rim lodging is in the general information found below. The North Rim lodge is also operated by a different concessionaire and reservation information is available in the North Rim section. The lodges are all very popular, and reservations should, if possible, be made many months in advance. Keep in mind that if lodges in the park are full, several motels are a short distance outside the south entrance, 7 miles from Grand Canyon Village and the South Rim.
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  SOUTH RIM (6 LODGES)


  Most visitors reach the South Rim of the Grand Canyon via AZ 180 and AZ 64 from Flagstaff, Arizona. Alternative route AZ 89 to AZ 64, through the east entrance, is longer and slower but offers excellent canyon views. The center of activity is Grand Canyon Village, which offers lodges, cabins, gift shops, restaurants, a large National Park Service visitor center, and the starting point for numerous tours.


  The South Rim’s 6 lodging alternatives (actually 8 because 2 lodges have separate units) include the classic El Tovar, directly on the rim and the park’s top-of-the-line hotel. This historic hotel is in an ideal location, but nearby parking is scarce. Next door are Thunderbird and Kachina, 2 identical lodges with very nice guest rooms in buildings with the appearance of college dorms. North-facing rooms in both units have excellent canyon views. Bright Angel Lodge offers historic cabins with a flavor of the South Rim’s history. Parking can be a problem, but Bright Angel’s rim cabins with fireplaces are among the best accommodations on the South Rim. Maswik is a large lodging complex with 2 very different sections. Both offer plentiful parking and a nearby cafeteria. Maswik North has nice motel-type rooms a moderate walk from the canyon rim. Maswik South has smaller, less expensive cabins and motel rooms. Yavapai East offers relatively large rooms, while the rooms at Yavapai West are smaller and less expensive. Both sections of Yavapai offer plenty of parking and proximity to Market Plaza, the South Rim’s commercial center. Yavapai is about half a mile from the rim and 1 mile from the South Rim’s other hotels and restaurants.
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  All the lodges are served by a free shuttle that stops at various points in the village. The main shuttle operates year-round and connects with 2 other shuttles that offer service to Hermits Rest on the West Rim and the Kaibab Trailhead on the East Rim. The village area can be quite congested, and it is advisable to park your vehicle and utilize the shuttle. The park newspaper available at entrance stations contains a map illustrating the shuttle routes.


  Reservations for South Rim lodging other than Yavapai: Grand Canyon National Park Lodges, Xanterra South Rim, LLS, PO Box 699, 10 Albright St., Grand Canyon, AZ 86023. Phone (888) 297-2757; www.grandcanyonlodges.com. Cost of the first night’s lodging is required as a deposit. Cancellation of 48 hours is necessary for a full refund. Reservations may be made up to 13 months in advance. Try to make reservations 6 or more months in advance for busy summer months, especially for the popular El Tovar. Space is often available on short notice because of cancellations. For same-day reservations phone (928) 638-2631.


  Food: A variety of restaurants and snack bars are scattered around Grand Canyon Village. Inexpensive food courts are near the registration areas of Maswik and Yavapai Lodges, while a classy restaurant is in the El Tovar. Excellent steaks are served in the Arizona Room connected to the Bright Angel Lodge. The Bright Angel complex also has a nice restaurant and a combination coffee shop/lounge. A deli/bakery and a full-service grocery store are at Market Plaza.


  Facilities: Grand Canyon Village is truly a village. It includes a full-service grocery and general store, post office, full-service bank, laundry, gift shops, emergency medical and dental services, bookstores, ice cream shop, and an array of restaurants. Emergency auto service is available, and gasoline is sold in Tusayan and at Desert View, but not in Grand Canyon Village.


  Activities: A variety of activities begin in the village including narrated motor coach tours of various sites along the South Rim. Additional activities, some of which begin outside the village, include river raft excursions, hiking, mule rides to Plateau Point and the canyon floor, horseback riding, and helicopter and airplane trips over the canyon. The National Park Service offers programs on history and geology throughout the day and evening. A fall chamber music festival takes place each Sept. Make Canyon View Information Plaza an early stop.


  BRIGHT ANGEL LODGE


  Bright Angel Lodge is a complex of a main registration building plus 18 cabins and dormitory-style buildings with 86 guest rooms. Buildings with lodging are separate from but adjacent to the main registration building, which houses a tour desk, gift shop, coffee shop/lounge, steak house, and restaurant. The complex is at the center of South Rim activity and handy to other hotels, eating facilities, and gift shops. This area of Grand Canyon Village is very busy with people and traffic, which creates a hectic setting for individuals and families intent on discovering nature. On the plus side, Bright Angel provides some of the South Rim’s least expensive rooms in cabins that retain a flavor of the rim’s historic past.


  Bright Angel Lodge provides 4 types of rooms. All have heat but no air-conditioning. The least expensive “Standard,” or “Lodge,” rooms are in Powell Lodge and Buckey Lodge, 2 dormitory-style buildings. Most of the 38 rooms offer 1 double bed, while five have a double plus a single and two have 2 doubles. Some rooms have a full bath, while others have a shower or tub. Likewise, some have a sink and a toilet, while some have only a sink. Common bath and shower facilities are in the hallway. These rooms are particularly popular with hikers who desire a relatively inexpensive place to crash after returning from a trek through the canyon.


  One step up are 34 guest rooms in 15 wooden or wood- and-stucco Historic cabins. Some buildings have a single cabin, while others have 2, 3, or 4 cabin-style rooms. Although the exteriors are rustic, interiors are nicely furnished and comfortable. Each cabin has a queen bed, ceiling fan, refrigerator, coffeemaker, hair dryer, television, and telephone. Some have a full bath, while others have a shower only. The most expensive Historic cabins are 15 Rim cabins that offer a canyon view. Each has a full bath and is situated in buildings beside a paved walking trail along the rim. Four have gas fireplaces. Two Rim cabins with fireplaces, 6151 and 6152, provide an outstanding view of the canyon and are 2 of our favorite accommodations on the South Rim.


  [image: image]


  Historic Cabin at Bright Angel Lodge


  The Bright Angel complex includes 3 suites. A two-room Historic cabin has a living room and a bedroom with 2 queen beds. Red Horse Cabin, an 1890s structure, was brought to the South Rim in 1902 and once saw service as a post office. The cabin was renovated and first offered as a suite in 2012. The Buckey Suite is the top of the line and sits on the canyon rim. It includes 2 large rooms, 1 bedroom with a king bed, and a living room with a large stone gas fireplace. This suite includes a wet bar and 2 televisions. This is by far the nicest and most expensive lodging accommodation in Bright Angel and one of the most desirable lodging facilities on the South Rim.


  Bright Angel Lodge is a handy location for all South Rim activities and facilities. Although none of the rooms are directly on the rim and most don’t offer a rim view, spectacular vistas of the canyon are only a few steps from any of the buildings. Other dining facilities, including a food court, 2 restaurants, and an elegant dining room, are a reasonable walk from any of the rooms. Parking can be a problem in the busy season. Parking spaces scattered among the cabins can generally be counted on to yield a few empty slots, although they may not be directly outside your room.


  
    Buckey O’Neill’s cabin, constructed in the early 1890s, is the oldest surviving structure on the South Rim. O’Neill, a prospector-turned-tourism promoter, was killed in Cuba while serving as a member of Theodore Roosevelt’s Rough Riders. The cabin was preserved by Mary Colter, architect of Bright Angel Lodge, who incorporated the structure into her design for one of the lodge buildings. Today the cabin is rented to guests as the “Buckey Suite.”

  


  Rooms: Singles and doubles. One two-room cabin can sleep up to 4, and rollaways are available. All except rooms in the 2 lodge buildings have full private baths. The 2 lodge buildings with Standard rooms have some rooms with private baths. Other rooms use common hallway baths and showers.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Four Historic cabins and 1 Rim cabin (with fireplace) are ADA compliant.


  
    The original Bright Angel Hotel was constructed in 1895 to serve stagecoach passengers passing through this area. In 1905 the hotel became Bright Angel Camp, which eventually included cabins and an adjoining tent village to serve tourists attracted by the canyon’s spectacular scenery. In 1935 the Fred Harvey Company replaced the camp with today’s Bright Angel Lodge.

  


  Rates: Standard rooms ($73–$95); Historic cabins ($121–$184); two-room Historic cabin ($190); Rim cabins ($160–$188); Suite ($405). Each additional person is $9 per night. Children 16 and under are free with an adult.


  Location: On the South Rim at the center of activity in Grand Canyon Village.


  Season: Rooms at Bright Angel Lodge are open year-round.


  Food: A full-service restaurant is inside the main registration building and convenient to all the rooms. The restaurant is open for breakfast ($6– $12), lunch ($7–$12), and dinner ($10–$26), and alcoholic beverages are available. The coffee shop/lounge offers specialty coffees and continental breakfast items beginning at 5:30 a.m. Appetizers are available after 11 a.m. The Bright Angel Fountain, open May through Sept (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.), directly outside the registration building, offers sandwiches, soft drinks, and ice cream. The Arizona Room, offering steaks, poultry, and fish, is attached to the east end of the Bright Angel registration building. It is open for lunch ($8– $12) and dinner ($8–$30).


  EL TOVAR HOTEL


  El Tovar is the regal hotel of the Grand Canyon’s South Rim. Constructed in 1905 by the Santa Fe Railroad to promote the firm’s transportation services, the hotel was named after Spanish explorer Pedro de Tovar, who led a 1540 expedition to this area. El Tovar is the type of hotel most people envision when they think about a national park lodge. It is a large wood- and-stone four-story structure that commands a hilltop vista on the canyon rim. The two-story lobby is complete with log beams, a large stone fireplace, and comfortable sofas and chairs for chatting with other guests. Several verandas and a large covered front porch have chairs for relaxing in the early morning or after dinner or an evening walk. A mezzanine with an overlook of the lobby has tables, stuffed chairs, a television, and a piano. Complimentary coffee and tea are provided here each morning for hotel guests. No elevators are in the building, but bell service is available to assist with luggage. A circular drive directly in front of the hotel entrance can be used for registration and baggage drop-off, but parking near the hotel is limited.
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  The El Torvar sits near the edge of the South Rim


  
    The El Tovar has welcomed many famous guests, including Paul McCartney, who visited in fall 2001. With his room booked under a company name, the former Beatle spent the first night on the third floor in room 6474. The hotel upgraded him to the El Tovar Suite for the second and last night of his stay. Late one evening McCartney began playing the piano on the mezzanine until other guests, unaware the famous singer/songwriter was staying at the hotel, complained to the front desk about the noise. Instructed not to reveal that Mr. McCartney was staying at the El Tovar, employees were forced to ask that the famous musician stop playing. If the other guests had only known.

  


  El Tovar offers 78 rooms in 5 classifications. Like many historic hotels, rooms in the same classification are of different sizes and shapes. Rooms are attractively decorated and have heat, air-conditioning, refrigerator, coffeemaker, telephone, television, and a hair dryer. Siting of the hotel results in only a few rooms having a canyon view. The least expensive lodging at El Tovar is a Standard Double with 1 double bed in a small room. Standard Queen rooms are also generally small but offer a variety of bedding options that includes 1 queen, 1 king, 2 doubles, and 2 queens. Deluxe rooms are larger and offer either a king or 2 queen beds with a small sitting area. Two Deluxe rooms, 6463 and 6465, have small balconies with chairs. Suites in the El Tovar are named and decorated to a particular theme. For example, the Zane Grey Suite is decorated western style with movie posters, several of the author’s books, and framed first edition book jackets. All 12 suites have a bedroom with either a king or 2 queen beds, a sitting room with chairs and a couch (some convert into a bed), a full bath, and a dressing area. Four View suites each offer stunning canyon views and have a large porch with tables and chairs. The 2 third-floor View suites are smaller but offer more privacy from their porches than second-floor View suites. Eight Nonview suites on the south end of the hotel rent for slightly less than View suites. Four Nonview suites have a porch and 2 have a Jacuzzi (the Roof Garden Suite has both). Porches off the Nonview suites offer some views of the canyon, but not on the scale of the more expensive View suites.


  Most of the things you will want or need during a trip to the Grand Canyon are available at or near the El Tovar. The ground floor has gift shops, a lounge, and an elegant dining room. The dining room fits perfectly in a national park. Murals on the walls reflect different Indian tribes, and a number of tables offer diners a view of the rim. A small private dining room with a capacity of up to 10 persons is available at no charge with a 72-hour advance reservation. The lounge has a bar and windows that overlook the canyon. Travel information is available, and tours can be booked at a small tour desk in the lobby. Service at El Tovar is a cut above that found at the South Rim’s other lodging facilities. For example, room service is available from the El Tovar dining room, and mints are placed on your bed each evening.


  
    El Tovar, built at a cost of $250,000, was to be a first-rate lodging facility, and at its completion, in 1905, many considered it the most elegant hotel west of the Mississippi. Designed as a cross between a Swiss chalet and a Norwegian villa, the hotel was constructed of stone and Oregon pine. The building was equipped with a coal-fired steam generator to provide electric lighting, and Santa Fe railroad tank cars brought fresh water from a distance of 120 miles. Water from the tank cars was pumped into a large metal container in the El Tovar’s famous cupola, where gravity feed brought it to the rooms. Hens raised here supplied fresh eggs, and a dairy herd provided milk. Fresh fruit and vegetables were grown in greenhouses on the premises.

  


  Rooms: Singles, doubles, triples, and quads. Some suites can sleep up to 6, and rollaways are available. All rooms have full baths.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Two rooms on the first floor are ADA compliant.


  Rates: Standard double ($187); Standard Queen ($227); Deluxe ($305); Suites (Nonview $381– $421; View $465). Rates quoted are for 2 adults. Each additional person is $14 per night. Children 16 and under are free with an adult.


  Location: Center of Grand Canyon Village, directly east of Kachina Lodge and just up the hill from the train depot.


  Season: Open year-round.


  Food: A dining room off the hotel’s lobby serves breakfast ($6–$14), lunch ($8–$17), and dinner ($13–$35). Alcoholic beverages are available, and reservations are recommended for dinner. A lounge offering appetizers and a limited menu is open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Less expensive food service is within easy walking distance.


  KACHINA LODGE/THUNDERBIRD LODGE


  Kachina Lodge and Thunderbird Lodge are two virtually identical facilities that sit side by side between El Tovar and Bright Angel Lodge. The two-story stone buildings house a total of 104 rooms that, other than window views, are identical. Approximately half the rooms face the rim, while the remainder face the road and parking lot. No registration facilities are in either lodge. Registration for Kachina is at the registration desk of El Tovar Hotel, and registration for Thunderbird is at the registration desk of Bright Angel Lodge.


  The exteriors of Kachina and Thunderbird resemble corporate administrative buildings, but the interiors with Southwestern decor have the appearance of fashionable hotel rooms. The interiors of both buildings were renovated in 2012. Each room has central heat and air, small refrigerator, coffeemaker, hair dryer, television, hair dryer, and a full tiled bath. Most rooms have 2 queen beds, while a few offer 1 king. Rolla-ways are available but result in a crowded room. Rim-view rooms in both buildings rent for an extra $15 per day and are worth the additional cost. Two medium-size conference rooms in Thunderbird can be reserved.


  Thunderbird and Kachina Lodges are in a convenient location at the center of South Rim activity. The central location results in insufficient parking during the busy summer season. No information desk or commercial facilities are in either building, but food service, gift shops, and anything else offered at the South Rim are a short walk from any of the rooms at these 2 lodges. Our choice in these lodges is a second-floor rim-view room in Kachina.


  [image: image]


  Thunderbird Lodge on the Grand Canyon’s South Rim


  Rooms: Singles, doubles, triples, and quads. All rooms have full baths.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Two rooms in Thunderbird and 2 rooms in Kachina are ADA compliant.


  Rates: Park-side (nonview) rooms ($195); Canyon-side rooms ($210). An extra $9 per person per night is charged for more than 2 persons. Children 16 and under stay free with an adult.


  Location: On the Rim between El Tovar Hotel and Bright Angel Lodge.


  Season: Open year-round.


  Food: No eating facilities are in either building. Restaurants are within easy walking distance.


  MASWIK LODGE


  Maswik Lodge (named for a Hopi kachina who guards the Grand Canyon) is a complex of modern apartment-type buildings and older cabins that provide 278 rooms in two large areas on each side of a centrally located registration building that houses the registration desk, food court, gift shop, pizza pub, and tour desk. All rooms and cabins have heat, telephone, television, and convenient parking.


  Maswik North, the section nearest the canyon, offers rooms with air-conditioning, refrigerator, coffeemaker, hair dryer, and a full bathroom. These are the largest, nicest rooms in Maswik. Rooms have either 2 queens or 1 king bed. The rooms are in a cluster of 12 attractive wood and stone buildings. Most of the structures are two-story buildings (no elevators) with the appearance of an upscale apartment complex. Most rooms run the depth of the building with a front window and either a window or a sliding glass door in back. Those with a sliding door have either a balcony or patio. Eight end rooms are larger than average but rent for the same price as other rooms in this section. The larger rooms include 6803 through 6806 and 6831 through 6834. Try for a larger room or, failing this, a room with a balcony or patio.


  Maswik South comprises 6 two-story, motel-type buildings (no elevators) at the end of the complex most distant from the rim. These relatively small rooms have 2 queen-size beds, refrigerator, coffeemaker, hair dryer, wall fan, and a full bathroom, but no balcony or rear window. They rent for considerably less than the more spacious rooms in Maswik North. The Maswik complex also includes 7 quad-style cabin buildings that house a total of 28 rooms, each with a vaulted ceiling, bathroom with a tiled shower, 2 double or queen beds, and a ceiling fan. The cabins offer the least expensive housing on the South Rim. Cabins with 2 queen beds are somewhat larger but rent for the same price as cabins with 2 full beds.
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  The back side of lodge rooms at Maswik South


  
    Grand Canyon Railway operates a vintage train that offers year-round daily service between Williams, Arizona, and Grand Canyon Village. The 62-mile trip (1 way) from Williams to the canyon takes 2 ¼ hours, with departure in the morning. Tours from Grand Canyon Village allow visitors to travel 1 way in a motor-coach and return on the train. Six classes of service, from coach ($62 round-trip) to a luxury parlor car ($209 round-trip), are available. The railway offers package plans that include overnight accommodations at both Williams and the South Rim plus some meals. For information or reservations call (800) 843-8724 or visit www.thetrain.com.

  


  The lodge’s location on the west side of the village, across the main road from the rim, is relatively peaceful. Staying in Maswik allows you to avoid the hustle and bustle of vehicles and crowds that roam over the rim area and yet remain within easy walking distance of the rim and most facilities in Grand Canyon Village. You are unable to view the Grand Canyon from the window of your room, but the same disadvantage exists with many rooms in other complexes closer to the rim. Maswik offers plentiful parking, a considerable advantage if you are driving, because other areas of the village are often very crowded.


  Rooms: Singles, doubles, triples, and quads. Rollaways are available for all rooms except cabins. All rooms have private baths, most with a combination shower-tub.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Wheelchair-accessible rooms are available in both Maswik North and Maswik South, but not the cabins.


  Rates: Cabins ($95); South Unit ($96); North Unit ($186). Additional person: $9. Children 16 and under stay free with an adult.


  Location: West side of Grand Canyon Village, approximately a quarter-mile from the canyon rim.


  Season: All rooms except cabins (closed in winter) are open year-round.


  
    Many visitors to the Grand Canyon try a mule ride to the bottom of the canyon, where the views are spectacular and the temperature is considerably warmer than on the rim. Those with limited time are likely to choose the 4-mile, 3-hour Canyon Vistas Rim Ride along the East Rim. More adventurous souls may prefer the 2-or 3-day round-trip to Phantom Ranch on the canyon’s bottom. The 10-mile ride down Bright Angel Trail takes 5½ hours. After an overnight at Phantom Ranch, the 4 ½-hour return trip follows the South Kaibab Trail. Advance reservations are required for mule trips and stays at Phantom Ranch. For information and reservations call (888) 297-2757.

  


  Food: An attractive food court in the registration building serves a full breakfast ($4–$10), while lunch and dinner ($5–$12) offerings include Mexican and Asian dishes, hot and cold sandwiches, home-style meals, soups, salads, beer, wine, and ice cream. The food court is within easy walking distance of all Maswik rooms. A pizza pub is also in the building. Additional dining facilities on the rim are within walking distance of Maswik.


  YAVAPAI LODGE


  Yavapai Lodge is a complex of 16 buildings a distance from a separate registration building that houses a gift shop and large cafe. Yavapai Lodge is on the east side of Grand Canyon Village near Market Plaza about halfway between Yavapai Point and the rim hotels. It is a moderate walk from the rim of the Grand Canyon. Although the lodge is not in the center of Grand Canyon Village activity, free shuttle transportation to various points in the village is available.


  Yavapai Lodge, with 358 rooms, is the park’s largest lodging complex. The facility is divided into 2 separate complexes containing very different styles of buildings. The newest (constructed in the mid-1970s) and more expensive rooms are in Yavapai East. Six two-story wooden buildings (no elevators) each contain 33 spacious rooms that were renovated in 2011, have a king or 2 queen beds, telephone, television, full bath, heat, air-conditioning, small refrigerator, and a coffeemaker. The buildings have an outside staircase leading to an inside corridor with access to the rooms. A large window in each room provides a nice view of the pine and juniper woodlands in which the buildings sit. None of the rooms have a balcony or patio. The buildings, which sit well back from large parking areas, have the appearance of a nice apartment complex.
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  Lodge building at Yavapai East


  Ten buildings in less-expensive Yavapai West were constructed in the late 1960s and remodeled in 2010. These one-story brick buildings have a motel appearance, but the remodeled interiors are quite attractive. Each room has a full bath, heat, 2 queen beds, telephone, flat-screen television, small refrigerator, coffeemaker, hair dryer, and a ceiling fan. The rooms do not have air-conditioning. The rooms are considerably smaller than those in Yavapai East. Plenty of parking is in front of the buildings that are widely spaced in 2 large circles and surrounded by woodlands. Rooms in buildings 1 through 6 have a front window, which seems to result in a darker interior. Rooms in buildings 7 through 10 have back windows that provide more light and a pleasant outside view.


  Yavapai is convenient to the Canyon View Information Plaza and to Market Plaza, a large commercial complex with a post office, bank, and general store with a large grocery selection. Meals are available at a cafe connected to the registration building and at a deli in the general store. The major downside of staying at Yavapai is that the distance from rim facilities will require you to take the shuttle or walk a considerable distance each time you visit the main area of the village. If you stay in Yavapai East, try to get into 1 of the first 2 buildings that are nearest Market Plaza and the shuttle stop.


  Rooms: Doubles, triples, and quads. Rollaways are available. All rooms have a full bath.


  Wheelchair Accessibility: Yavapai East has 4 first-floor rooms that are ADA compliant and a few have roll-in showers.


  Reservations: Phone (877) 404-4621 or visit www.theyavapailodge.com. A deposit of the first night’s lodging is required. Visit the Yavapai website for cancellation information.


  Rates: Yavapai East ($175); Yavapai West ($141). Rates quoted are for 2 adults. Each additional person is $9 per night. Children 16 and under stay free with an adult.


  Location: On the east side of Grand Canyon Village, across from Market Plaza.


  Season: Mid-Mar through Nov. Rooms are also available seasonally at Thanksgiving and Christmas.


  
    At the bottom of Grand Canyon, Phantom Ranch provides food and overnight accommodations for hikers, rafters, and mule riders. Cabin accommodations are included with 2-or 3-day mule tours, while dormitory-style lodging and a limited number of cabins are available to backpackers. The ranch was originally constructed in 1922, and dormitories were added in 1976. Space is limited, so make reservations (phone 888-297-2757) well in advance for both lodging and food service.

  


  Food: A large and attractive cafe connected to the registration building serves breakfast ($4–$10), lunch/dinner ($5–$16). Food selections include salads, pasta, pizza, hamburgers, and chicken. Beer and wine are available. The general store has a deli that serves breakfast items, soups, salads, chicken, pizza, and large sandwiches. A large selection of grocery items, beer, wine, and other alcoholic beverages is available in the general store.


  
    Many visitors to Grand Canyon National Park decide to take an air tour of the canyon. Several airline and helicopter companies in the town of Tusayan and at the Grand Canyon Airport offer scenic canyon flights. The helicopter tours are generally shorter and somewhat more expensive than flights in fixed-wing aircraft but add extra excitement to the trip. Most firms offer several types of tours of various lengths. Any of the tours presents a very different perspective of the Grand Canyon. Prices for helicopter tours begin at about $170 per person.

  


  NORTH RIM


  Visiting the Grand Canyon’s North Rim is an entirely different experience compared with a visit to the South Rim. You will actually feel you are in a different park, except, of course, for the Grand Canyon itself, which is the common thread dividing these 2 sections. With fewer visitors and facilities, plus a relatively short season, the North Rim provides a very different atmosphere. It is more peaceful and relaxing than the South Rim. The North Rim offers only a single lodge and the facilities are operated by a different concessionaire than South Rim facilities.


  GRAND CANYON LODGE


  North Rim, AZ 86052 • (928) 638-2611 • www.grandcanyonforever.com


  Grand Canyon Lodge is the only lodging facility at Grand Canyon National Park’s North Rim. The lodge consists of a classic main lodge that houses the registration desk, lobby, and dining room, plus more than 100 cabin units scattered along a peninsula of the Kaibab Plateau. The peninsula is surrounded by 2 spectacular canyons that snake off the Grand Canyon, which can be viewed at the tip of the peninsula. All the rooms are in buildings that are separate from, but within walking distance of, the main lodge, which itself has no overnight rooms.
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  Pioneer Cabin at Grand Canyon North Rim


  The North Rim lodge was constructed in 1936, after the original burned. This spectacular setting has been blessed with a nearly perfect building. It was designed by Gilbert Stanley Underwood, who also served as architect for the Ahwahnee at Yosemite National Park and the lodge at Bryce Canyon National Park. The U-shaped building, constructed of massive limestone walls and timber beams, is situated on the canyon rim near Bright Angel Point. Large windows in the beautiful high-ceilinged dining room offer diners scenic vistas of the canyon. A large sunroom just off the registration area provides canyon views through 3 huge windows. A veranda next to the sunroom offers a place to enjoy equally spectacular views from chairs and benches scattered along the terrace. The building has 2 huge stone fireplaces, 1 in the sunroom and the other outside on the veranda. The lodge also houses a tour desk, deli, gift shop, post office, and coffee shop/saloon. An auditorium is available for evening programs.


  More than 100 rustic log cabins constructed in the 1920s provide the majority of the 218 rooms for visitors to the North Rim. Forty rooms are in 2 motel-style buildings. The 4 basic types of rooms each have heat, telephone, coffeemaker, hair dryer, a private bath, and carpeted floors, but no air-conditioning (you don’t need it) or television. All rooms with the exception of Frontier units have a refrigerator. Fifty-six Western cabins, the largest accommodations on the North Rim, are constructed 2 or 4 to a building. Each Western cabin has a finished interior, vaulted log-beam ceiling, and a private front porch with rocking chairs. These cabins have 2 queen beds, a full tiled bath, small dressing area, and gas fire-place. Four Western cabins sit directly on the North Rim and rent for $10 extra per day. Western cabins 310, 320, and 332 offer a nice view and rent for the regular rate.


  Eighty-three Frontier cabins are constructed 2 units to a building. Each Frontier cabin has 1 double and 1 single bed and a bath with a shower. These cabins have an unfinished log interior, including a vaulted log ceiling, and are relatively small, so that beds consume most of the interior space. The bathroom is also quite small. Forty Pioneer cabins each have 2 bedrooms, 1 on each side of a central bathroom with a shower. One bedroom has a bunk bed, a futon, plus a sink, and the other bedroom has a queen bed. The Pioneer cabins farthest from the road (and parking) offer the best views. These are classified as Pioneer Rim cabins and cost $10 extra per night. The Pioneers have been renovated over the last decade and are quite nice. Frontier and Pioneer cabins do not have a porch or deck.


  Two motel-type buildings with 40 rooms sit farthest from the main lodge and dining room. Rooms in each building back up to one another and each has a small front window and an outside bench beside the door. Rooms have a queen bed, ceiling fan, and small bathroom. These Motel rooms are of modest size and have a relatively dark interior. Rooms on the back side (410 through 420 and 431 through 440) provide the best views. Rooms 415, 416, 432, and 433 sit on the back side and are considerably larger than other rooms in these 2 buildings. End rooms 400, 409, 410, 420, 421, 430, 431, and 440 have windows on 2 sides and provide for a brighter interior. These rooms are also a little larger than most other rooms in these buildings. Rooms in the motel units have more room than Frontier cabins but are considerably smaller than Pioneer or Western cabins.


  Western cabins offer a front porch, gas fire-place, larger interior, and a better location making one of these a good choice for a couple. They are also the units in greatest demand, so reservations should be made early. Pioneer cabins offer 2 bedrooms and have more space than a Western cabin, so these would be our choice for lodging on the North Rim. They are certainly the best choice for families with children. We stayed in a Pioneer during our last stay and utilized the second bedroom as a convenient place to park luggage and relax on the futon.


  Limited short-term parking for registration or unloading and loading is near the lodge, but most lodging units are some distance from regular parking. Getting to the motel units involves descending 45 steps from the parking lot to the building. In addition, visitors (other than handicapped) are not permitted to drive to the main lodge that houses the registration desk. You should park in any open spot, walk down the road to the main lodge, and check in at the registration desk before removing luggage from your vehicle. Once you determine the location of your assigned unit, you may
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  ABOUT THE AUTHORS


  David and Kay Scott have spent 30 summers touring America’s national park areas, including 6 summers devoted to staying in and experiencing America’s national park lodges. The initial 1996 lodge trip allowed them to gather information for the first edition of this book. Five subsequent 3-month lodge trips, each over 10,000 miles long, provided material to update and expand the content for the current edition.
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  They have discussed national park travel on numerous radio programs and have appeared twice on NBC’s Today, once from Yellowstone National Park and again from Grand Canyon National Park. Their articles about national park lodging have appeared in major newspapers including the Miami Herald, Orlando Sentinel, Minneapolis Tribune, Oklahoman, San Diego Union, USA Today, and the Atlanta Journal Constitution. They regularly contribute articles about national park lodging to www.nationalparkstraveler.com.


  David and Kay live in Valdosta, Georgia, where David is a professor emeritus of finance at Valdosta State University and Kay is retired from the public schools. David is also the author of two dozen finance books including Wall Street Words and The American Heritage Dictionary of Business Terms.


  Visit their website at http://mypages.valdosta.edu/dlscott/Scott.html.
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