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Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.
In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.




A Muslim is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention of Allah, the Prophet, other Prophets, the angels, the companions of the Prophet, and righteous Muslims. Please say these phrases whenever you come across them in the book.
Allah: Say “Subhaanahuu wa ta’aalaa” which means ‘Glorified and Exalted is He.’
Prophet Muhammad: Say, “Sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa salam” which means, ‘May the peace and blessing of Allah be on him.’ Say this phrase always when you hear the beloved name of the Prophet or at any place where the Prophet is mentioned.
Other Prophets or an Angel: Say, “Alayhis Salaam” which means, ‘Peace be on him.’
A male companion of the Prophet: Say, “Radiyallaahu ‘anhum” which means, ‘May Allah be pleased with him.’
A past scholar or righteous Muslim: Say, “Rahimahullaah” which means, ‘May Allah have Mercy on him.’
A female companion: Say “Radiyallaahu ‘anhaa” which means, ‘May Allah be pleased with her.’




Introduction

Ammaar was having his weekly class with his father.
“Allah praises the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa salam, by saying in the Quran, in Chapter 68, Verse 4, ‘And surely, you are of a noble rank when it comes to your manners’.”
“So, this means that the Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa salam, is our role model for good manners.”
“Yes. The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa salam, said, ‘The only reason Allah has sent me is that I can perfect the best of all manners’.”
“Why should we learn about good manners?”
“Today we find that many Muslims don’t know how to behave with elders and young. So, learning good manners is very important. Whenever a companion asked the Prophet to give him comprehensive advice, the Prophet almost always advised him about good manners. The Prophet advised a companion to interact and meet with people with the best of manners.”
“So, good manners is one of the great blessings of Allah?”
“The Prophet said that people cannot be given any blessing in the eyes of Allah better than good manners. This is better than money or wealth. Many individuals are rich but are not liked by others due to their bad manners. A person is loved by everyone even if poor because he is nice, gentle, and kind.”
“What do we get when we show good manners?”
“With good manners, we get a lot of good deeds in our account. Allah will elevate our rank in the hereafter because of our good manners.”
“So, we can make up the shortcomings in our worship of Allah with good manners?”
“Yes. You can become a very righteous worshipper with your good manners and character.”
“What if someone does not have good manners?”
 
“Having good manners is a sign of being a Muslim. Lack of good manners shows that a person is not a good Muslim. The Prophets said that the most perfect of believers in their faith is the one who has the best manners. Having good manners shows that a person is having faith in Allah.”
“What is another blessing of having good manners?”
“Good manners are loved by Allah and He hates those having bad manners.”
“Do good manners and character helps us go to paradise?”
“Yes. Good manners along with faith and repentance help us go to paradise.”
“Please tell me another blessing of good manners?”
“Those having good manners will be closest to the Prophet on the Day of Judgment and paradise.”




Chapter 1: Intention and sincerity

“Ammaar, today we will discuss ‘al-ikhlaas’ or sincerity.”
“The companions of the Prophet did their actions sincerely for the sake of Allah.”
“Yes, they are our role models and we should learn from them. Allah says in the Quran, in Chapter 39, Verse 3, ‘Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due?…’ Our sincere obedience is for Allah alone.”
“What is the importance of intention?”
“Our actions are according to our intention. An action gets stronger or weaker depending on our intention.”
“What makes our action correct and worth being rewarded by Allah?”
“Our action becomes valid when we have the correct intention. The Messenger of Allah, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said, ‘Allah does not accept any action without it being sincerely devoted to Him and seeking His Face’.”
“So, Allah does not accept a believer’s righteous action if he did not do it sincerely for the sake of Allah?”
“Yes, Allah says in the Quran, in Chapter 98, Verse 5, ‘And they were commanded only to worship Allah, being sincere to Him in religion…’ Allah also says in Chapter 39, Verse 11, ‘Say, (O Muhammad): Indeed, I have been commanded to worship Allah (alone) and doing religious actions sincerely for Allah’s sake only.’”
“What happens if someone does a religious act to show-off?”
“This is known as ‘ar-riyaa’ or showing off. The first three generations of Muslims—the Salaf—feared the presence of ar-riyaa in their religious actions. The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said, ‘Verily, all actions are but driven by intention and for everyone is what he intended’.”
“So, our intentions should be pure.”
“A pious predecessor from the Salaf said, ‘If you see a scholar or a worshipper taking pleasure when their righteousness is mentioned in front of others, then know that this person is a show-off.’ The Salaf used to view feeling cheerful when praised as a sin that is greater than a major sin. This is because it is a minor form of ‘shirk’. Shirk is the association of partners with Allah and is the greatest of sins.”
“What does Allah look in our righteous action?”
“The Prophet, sallallaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, said, ‘Certainly, Allah does not look at your appearance or wealth. He Only looks at your hearts and deeds’. Allah looks at our intentions. We should, therefore, purify our intention before doing any action. The action should be done only to please Allah. The intention is the driving and motivating force behind religious actions. Our outer actions should coincide with what is within our hearts. We should say and do what we believe to be the most accurate and correct.”
“Only Allah knows our intentions.”
“Intentions are found in the heart and no one but Allah knows them. We should not judge someone’s intentions. We can never know whether someone was sincere or not, and should think well of others.”
“What are the conditions for a good action to be accepted by Allah?”
“There are two conditions for this. The action must be according to the Quran and what has been taught to us by the Prophet. The second condition is that the action must be done sincerely for Allah alone.”
“When we give charity we may not know whether the person asking is genuine or not. Should we still give him?”
“If our intention is sincere when we give charity, and if we do it only for Allah’s sake, then the action is accepted by Allah. Allah will reward us even if we are unsure whether the person asking is genuine or not.”
“May Allah purify our intentions.”
“May Allah shield us not only from bad actions but also from good actions which may turn bad if we don’t do them for the sake of Allah.”
“Ameen.”
“We should pause before doing a religious action to contemplate our intention behind doing this action and also to assess whether the action is according to the Quran and Sunnah. Sunnah is the way of the Prophet. Allah says in the Quran, in Chapter 59, Verse 7, ‘So take what the Messenger gives you and refrain from what he forbids you’. A forbidden act can never become an act of obedience.”
“So, the manner in doing all good deeds is to reflect our intention before doing them and also to do them according to the Quran and Sunnah?”
“Yes. Our intention should be sincere, and the action should be according to what we have been taught by the Prophet.”
“Alhamdulillaah.”




Chapter 2: Manner of Reciting the Quran

“Quran is the word of Allah that was revealed to the Prophet. Its teachings are guidelines to lead a productive and peaceful life. Its recitation strengthens the relationship between us and Allah, and fills our heart with security and tranquility.”
“How should we recite the Quran?”
“When reciting the Quran we should be sincere and recite it only to seek Allah’s pleasure and reward. When you recite the Quran, you are doing an act of worship.”
“So, we should make sure that we don’t recite it to attract someone's attention.”
“We should recite the Quran for the sake of Allah. We should not recite it wanting others to praise us. Among the first person to be judged on the Day of Judgment is a man who learned the Quran, taught it, and recited it. But he did it only so that others said, ‘He is a reciter’. So, he recited the Quran only to get the praise of people. He did not do it for the sake of Allah. He will be punished since he did not have the correct intention and was not sincere.”
“Do we have to clean our mouth with Siwaak before reciting the Quran?”
“This is recommended. This shows our good manners. By doing this you show great respect to Allah’s speech. You should clean your mouth and give it a good smell with As-Siwaak before reciting Allah’s speech.”
“What other acts are recommended before reciting
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