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Introduction
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Welcome to "Kate in Manchester: Stories in English for Intermediate Learners!" This book is your ticket to improving your English skills through engaging and fun stories. Over the course of 14 fascinating stories, you will follow Kate's adventures in Manchester, day by day, for two exciting weeks.

Each story is designed to be read in one day, making it the perfect two-week educational journey. As you progress through Kate's everyday experiences, you'll not only enjoy the narrative but also enhance your language skills with a variety of exercises tailored to each story.

From lively streets and colorful markets to quiet moments at home and thrilling events, Kate's journey is filled with situations you can relate to, making learning English both practical and enjoyable. Whether you're looking to expand your vocabulary, improve your grammar, or simply gain more confidence in reading and understanding, this book has everything you need.

Get ready to dive into Kate's life, explore Manchester, and take your English to the next level. Happy learning!
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Tips for Reading Stories in English
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Reading stories in English can be both enjoyable and highly effective in learning a new language. To fully benefit from the stories in this book, it's worth applying a few simple but effective strategies. Here are some tips that might help you:

1. Read aloud: Reading aloud helps improve pronunciation and fluency. You'll hear how words and sentences sound, which is extremely helpful in learning a foreign language.

2. Don’t be afraid to make mistakes: Learning a new language is a process where making mistakes is natural and inevitable. Every mistake is an opportunity to learn and improve.

3. Focus on understanding the overall meaning: At first, you don’t need to understand every word. Concentrate on grasping the overall meaning of the story. Over time, you'll understand more details.

4. Use a dictionary: If you find difficult words, use a dictionary to look up their meaning. This will help you expand your vocabulary effectively.

5. Take notes: Write down new words and phrases you encounter while reading. This way, you can revisit them and reinforce your knowledge.

6. Complete the exercises after each story: Exercises are a key element of learning. Solve them carefully to check your understanding of the text and reinforce new vocabulary and grammatical structures.

7. Read regularly: Regularity is the key to success in language learning. Try to read every day, even if it's just for a few minutes. Regular reading will help you gradually develop your language skills.

8. Re-read: Don’t be afraid to go back to stories you've already read. Re-reading will help you better understand the text and reinforce new words and grammatical structures.

9. Use context: If you encounter a difficult word, try to guess its meaning based on the context. This is a skill that will be very useful in language learning.

10. Be patient: Learning a language is a process that takes time. Be patient and consistent, and you will definitely see progress.

Remember, learning a language is not just about gaining knowledge, but also about enjoying the discovery of a new culture and ways of expression.
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Chapter 1. New Friend
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Kate left her house, feeling excited and a little nervous. It was Monday, the first day of her last year in high school. As she walked towards school, she noticed a new boy standing nearby. He had dark hair and eyes that seemed to smile. Determined to be friendly, she said, "Hi! Good morning."

The boy smiled back and, with a calm voice, said, "Hi. I'm Jack. It's my first day here; I just moved to Manchester a few days ago."

Kate felt curious about the new student. "Nice to meet you, Jack. I'm Kate," she replied. "What do you think of our neighbourhood?"

Jack looked around with a satisfied expression. "I like it a lot. It's quiet, and people seem really friendly here."

"It's a good place to live," Kate agreed, nodding. "So, where are you from?"

"From London. It's a much bigger city, but I like the peacefulness of this place," Jack replied.

Wanting to be a good neighbour, Kate smiled. "I hope you feel at home here. If you need any help with anything, I'm happy to help."

"Thanks, Kate. That’s really kind of you," Jack said, nodding gratefully.

Walking together towards school, they started to share bits about their lives. Kate talked about the canal, where she sometimes went to read or just relax, enjoying the sound of the water and watching the birds fly by. Jack mentioned that he really liked to draw and was looking for quiet places to get some inspiration.

"There are lots of spots in Manchester you'd probably love for drawing," Kate said thoughtfully. "Besides the parks and the canal, we have Piccadilly Gardens, which is always full of life and colour. And if you're looking for somewhere quieter, the botanical gardens are perfect for getting lost among the plants and finding inspiration."

Jack's face lit up at the idea. "I’d love to visit those places. Maybe you could show me some of them after school?" he suggested with a smile.

"Of course! That sounds fun," Kate replied, excited about sharing her favourite spots in Manchester with someone new.

Once they reached the school gate, Kate turned to Jack. "I hope you have a great first day, Jack. See you at break time, yeah?"

Jack nodded. "Definitely, thanks, Kate! See you later."

But when classes ended, Jack was nowhere to be found. Kate looked for him all over the school, asking some classmates, but no one seemed to know who Jack was. Confused and a bit sad, she decided to walk towards the canal, where they had planned to go together. She thought maybe she’d find Jack there, looking for inspiration to draw.

Just as she turned the corner near the canal, she spotted Jack coming out of a small shop. Kate felt a huge sense of relief. Jack apologised profusely, explaining that he had lost track of time while searching for some art supplies in the store.

"I'm really sorry, Kate. I didn't realise how long I’d been in there," Jack said with an apologetic look.

Kate smiled, relieved to have found him. "It's okay, Jack. I’m just glad I found you. Do you still want to go to the canal?" she asked.

"Of course," Jack replied eagerly.

They then walked together towards the canal, enjoying what promised to be a beautiful afternoon. The sun was shining brightly, painting the sky with warm colours. The water in the canal was still, reflecting the sunlight. Kate and Jack chatted and laughed as they walked, excited by the peace and beauty that awaited them by the canal.
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Chapter 2. An Afternoon in the Park

[image: ]


On Tuesday afternoon, after school, Kate and her friend Emma decided to go to the park near the school. The park was big and beautiful, with tall trees and a small, calm lake in the centre. Kate brought her favourite book with her, a magical adventure story that always took her to another world. Emma had brought a bright red ball, ready to play.

They decided to read a little before playing. While Kate was reading, Emma happily looked around. "Look at that blue bird in the tree. It’s so pretty!" Emma exclaimed, pointing up.

Kate looked up and smiled. "Yes, it’s really beautiful. This park has so many colours and life," she replied.

After a while, they put the book aside and started playing with the ball. Kate threw the ball to Emma, who caught it skilfully every time. "Here you go!" Kate shouted as she threw the ball.

Emma ran to catch it. "Got it!" she said excitedly.

The two friends played and laughed nonstop. "You’re really good at catching the ball," Kate said.

"And you’re great at throwing it," Emma replied. "I’m starting to get hungry. Did you bring any food?"

"Yes, I have some water and biscuits. Do you want some?" Kate offered.

"Of course! Thanks, Kate. You’re such a good friend," Emma said happily.

"Thank you too. I love spending time with you," Kate replied.

As they ate biscuits, they continued chatting excitedly about their families, school, and their
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