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The afternoon sun cast long shadows across the kitchen floor as I stood there, staring at the steadily growing puddle of water pooling beneath the sink. With a sigh of frustration, I realized that my attempts to fix the leak myself had only made things worse.

I glanced at the clock on the wall, feeling a surge of panic as I realized how quickly time was slipping away. My husband would be home in an hour or so, and the last thing I needed was for him to come home to a flooded kitchen.

Fumbling for my phone, I quickly dialled the number for the local plumber, hoping against hope that someone would be available to come and fix the mess I'd made. As the phone rang, my heart raced with anxiety, each unanswered ring feeling like a countdown to disaster.

But just as I was about to give up hope, a voice answered on the other end of the line, warm and reassuring.

"Hello, this is Tariq's Plumbing Services. How can I help you?"

Relief flooded through me as I explained the situation to the person on the other end of the line, feeling a glimmer of hope that maybe, just maybe, this nightmare could be fixed after all.

With a promise to send someone over as soon as possible, I hung up the phone and let out a shaky breath, feeling a small sense of relief wash over me. As I mopped up the water and tried to clean up as much of the mess as I could, I couldn't help but sigh in frustration.

It wasn't supposed to be like this. I wasn't supposed to be here, cleaning up a mess on my own while my husband was at work, oblivious to the chaos unfolding under his own roof.

Our marriage was supposed to be different. We were supposed to be partners, supporting each other through thick and thin. But somewhere along the way, we'd both lost sight of that dream.

In the early days of our relationship, we'd been so in love, so full of hope and possibility. 

But reality has a cruel way of intruding, seeping into the cracks of even the strongest relationships and chipping away at the foundations of love and trust.

We'd both changed over the years, growing apart instead of together, drifting further and further away from each other with each passing day. I'd always hoped that we could find our way back to each other, but now, I wasn't so sure. Now, this marriage was nothing but a cold, empty shell of what it once was.

As I stood there, alone in the kitchen, I felt a wave of sadness wash over me. This was not the life I'd dreamed of when I said, "I do."

When was the last time James had even looked at me with anything more than indifference? When was the last time he'd touched me with anything more than a perfunctory brush of his hand?
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