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OH, SO YOU'RE STICKING
AROUND THEN.

THAT'S GOOD. IF YOU'D BEEN
TEN SECONDS EARLIER, YOU WOULD
HAVE FOUND YOURSELF LOOKING
AT MY BARE BOTTOM.

NOT THAT THERE'S
ANYTHING WRONG WITH
MY BOTTOM.

IT'S QUITE CUTE ACTUALLY.
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[ tried sucking on a lemon. It does do that to

your face!

But I dont let party poopers like Grandpa
stop me. Making people laugh is the best thing
ever. It’s also pretty much the only thing I'm good
at. Being the funny kid is a good gig and I'll get
Grandpa to smile one day. [ know I will.

That is, if the police can ever find him.
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Ever‘l \’\e\'O
has an °r‘8h

s story

Can you remember being born?

[ can. [ know I was a baby at the time, but
I've got a really good memory.

There I was, all cosy and warm, watching TV.
(If you're feeling confused, yes, there was a TV
in my mum’s tcummy. There was probably one in
your mum’s too, you just don’t remember.)

I  was watching Captain  Kickbu,
which is still the most awesome cartoon on TV,
when suddenly there was this creaking sound.

It’s probably nothing, I told myself. Just
something wrong with the plumbing again.

I went back to my show. Then the walls began to
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AARGHH!

KNOCK BEFORE
YOU OPEN
THE BOOK,

WOULD YOU?

I ONLY JUsT
PUT ON MY PANTS!
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They didn’t realise theyd won the lottery
with me, even though I tried to tell them having
a kid with my level of awesome was pretty rare.
Lightning doesn’t strike in the same place twice,
people! I was a blessing. Rosie’s a dingbat.

I take my job as Chief Walburt Entertainer
(CWE) very seriously, although not everyone
appreciates it. I dressed up as a clown once to
try to make my grandpa laugh. For some reason,
he really didn’t like that. He told me the only
use for clowns was as food for the circus lions.
Then he went and sat on the toilet for the rest
of our visit.

My grandpa is a grump. Mum says he thinks
planet earth is his house and everyone else popped
in without asking. Dad says not to worry about
it and just to pretend that Grandpa has that look
on his face because you interrupted him sucking

on a lemon.
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MAX? WHAT DO YOU HAVE IN YOUR POCKET?

That’s Miss Sweet. Miss Sweet has just started
teaching our class at Redhill Middle School after
our last teacher ... well, you know how it goes.
If you can't take the heat, get out of the ... out of
the ... fireplace?

‘Nothing!” I reply. This is a lie, of course, but
not a bad one. Its a set-up. I don’t want her to
believe me. I don't want anyone else to believe
me either.

I want everybody’s attention though, and

now [ have it.
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I continue to fumble in my pocket. We're
all sitting at our desks, trying to work on maths
problems or something, but now all the kids in

my class are wondering what I'm hiding.

PS5ST
WHAT ARE
YOU DOING?

That’s Hugo.
I'm Hugo’s best friend, but I'm leaving my

best friend position vacant. You never know who
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MY NAME IS MAX WALBURT,
BUT I HAVE A SECRET IDENTITY
THAT EVERYONE KNOWS ABOUT.

PEOPLE CALL ME THE ..
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You can play for hours. They love it. It helps
them relax at the end of the day and I know
that because the game nearly always ends with
a conversation about going to bed.

And you know what? When Mum makes me
hug her goodnight, I'm sure I can still hear the
Captain Kickbutr theme song playing on repeat
inside her tummy:.

I always get in trouble for leaving the TV on.

A few years after I was born, Mum and Dad

had another baby, my little sister, Rosie. That was

probably a mistake though.
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Prank you
very much!

I'm getting way ahead
of myself. Let’s go back
to Tuesday — the day
Grandpa goes missing.

It starts like any
other Tuesday — with
me trying to play a prank
on our new teacher.
(Who am I kidding? I try
to play a prank on our
new teacher every day.
It’s important to practise

these things!)
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THE WHAT-ARE-WE-DOING-TOMORROW? GAME

WHAT ARE WE DOING TOMORROW?

YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT WE'RE
DOING TOMORROW?

I JUST HAVEN'T THOUGHT

/ ABOUT IT YET.

THINK ABOUT IT NOW!
WHAT'S ONE THING WE'RE
DOING TOMORROW?

HAVING BREAKFAST.

I DON'T WANT BREAKFAST.
WHAT ELSE ARE WE GOING TO DO?

GO TO THE SHOPS.

I DON'T WANT TO GO TO THE SHOPS.
WHAT ELSE ARE WE GOING TO DO?
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university, which is both good and bad. Good
because it makes her the ideal candidate for
pranks — her teacher senses aren't tuned yet to the
dangers of the class clown. Bad because it takes
time to work out a new teacher and this one is
extra puzzling.

Miss Sweet doesnt yell, she doesn’t throw
pens, she never stands on chairs and points at you.
Miss Sweet has this superpower where everyone
desperately wants to be liked by her, so kids just
do what she wants without her needing to yell at
them. It’s really weird. Plus, it makes the whole
Student versus Teacher battle much trickier when
the teacher is ... nice.

‘Stand up, please, young Max.’

‘I don’t think this is a good idea, Max,” Hugo
hisses as I stand up. “Whatever your idea is.’

Miss Sweet stops in front of me. “Take your

hand out of your pocket,” she says.
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honest, I think my parents were a little lost before

I came along.

It’s up to me to ask them questions they can’t

answer. For example:

WHAT IS THE
OPPOSITE OF
A PANCAKE?

WHAT IS THE
MEANING
OF CHEESE?

It helps them stay mentally sharp.
After they've had a long and difficult day,

[ like to help them put their feet up, prop pillows
behind their heads and play the what-are-we-

doing-tomorrow? game. It goes like this:
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written and illustrated
by Mat Stanion
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might come along. In the meantime though, ol’

Hugo’s more than welcome to hang around.
Hugo wants to know the gag, but can wait

like everyone else. You can’t ask me what happens

at the end of the movie when it’s only just started!

WAIT FOR IT.
THIS IS GOING
TO BE GOOD.

Miss Sweet is walking towards my desk
and straight into my trap. She’s very young for

a teacher. Apparently this is her first job after
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For Chren.

Thank you for bein
Max's great champion and
for Se‘l'fihg in the trenches with us.

Onwards and upwatds!
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The doctor gave me to my mum and dad, and
they said things like, ‘It’s a boy’ and ‘T can’t believe
he’s real’ and “His face looks a bit funny.” Yeah, well,
I'd like to see your face after doing the obstacle
course I just did. Cut me some slack, people!

Instead they cut the umbilical cord, took me

home and called me Max.
X X X X

Even back then I was a funny kid.

I quickly discovered that no one had been
entertaining my parents, so I figured that must be
why theyd brought me on board.

My mum is a boss in a big company and my
dad invents strange things in our backyard shed.
They’re pretty busy, so I run the house. I make
sure the meals get eaten, the clothes get dirtied
and the rooms get messed up so that there’s always

something to clean at the end of the day. To be
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But then things
really started to move.

I'll spare you the details, but try

to imagine ... actually, don’.

Just don’t.
Finally it was over, and
FLASH-BUMP-BOING
[ was out and everyone could

see my bum.
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wobble! To be honest, I thought we were having
an earthquake.

Now, you have to understand, these were the
walls of my happy place. I'd spent a good nine
months decorating! I'd hung up pictures, there
was a mirror so that I had someone to talk to,
even an inspirational quote or two on the fridge.

Then I heard someone say, ‘Looks like we're

having a baby!” Weird. I wanted to yell:

YE(;(SUSE ME, YOU'RE NOT HAVING A BARy:
’ ALREADY HAVE ONE AND I AM QUITé
INE WATCHING TV IN My WOMB!






OPS/images/Page025.jpg
I MUST ADVISE AGAINST
THAT, MISS SWEET.

‘That’s okay, Max,” she says and smiles.
Smiles! Who is this teacher? “You don’t need to
advise me. You can just do what I ask you to do,
thank you.’

Everyone in class is watching. Out of the
corner of my eye, I can see Kevin and Layla and
Abby ... ugh, Abby. We'll get to her later. For

now, just imagine chomping on a gherkin that’s
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