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Dedication

For every child who ever looked up at a cloud

and saw a story waiting to be told.
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The Prince and His Prize
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[image: Prince Satni, dressed in royal Egyptian linen and gold jewelry, sits in a torch-lit study surrounded by scrolls and holds the glowing golden Book of Thoth]

Satni reads the glowing Book of Thoth, its secrets shimmering with golden light.

Satni-Khamoîs was a prince of Egypt, the son of King Usimares. He was also a famous scholar who loved old writings, temple carvings, and sacred books.

Some time earlier, Satni had entered the tomb of Prince Nenoferkephtah and taken the Book of Thoth. The Book of Thoth was said to have been written by Thoth, the ancient Egyptian god of wisdom and writing. It held secrets about the heavens, the earth, animals, water, and hidden places. Many scholars dreamed of reading it, but the book did not belong to Satni.

It had been guarded in Nenoferkephtah's tomb because Nenoferkephtah himself had once taken it and learned, through sorrow, that powerful things must be treated with respect. Ahuri, Nenoferkephtah's wife, had warned Satni not to take it. Nenoferkephtah had warned him too. King Usimares had also told his son to return it.

But Satni kept the book.

Every day he opened it. Every day he read its shining words. At first he felt amazed. Then he felt proud. Soon he began to walk through the palace as if no scholar in Egypt could match him.
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A Father's Warning
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[image: King Usimares, wearing the royal nemes headdress and gold regalia, stands beside his throne gesturing sternly at Prince Satni; the glowing Book of Thoth rests on the table between them]

King Usimares questions his son: "Has the book made your heart kinder?"

One morning, King Usimares found him reading alone.

"My son," the king said, "has the book made your heart kinder?"

Satni looked up. "It has taught me many secrets."

"That is not what I asked."

Satni closed the book slowly. "Father, I know you want me to return it. But I am careful."

"Pride often says the same thing," the king replied. "A book of wisdom will not help you if you use it with pride."

Satni said nothing. In his heart, he thought, I am not like Nenoferkephtah. I can control what I learn.
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The Prince Walks Proud
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[image: Prince Satni walks confidently through the sun-drenched temple courtyard lined with towering hieroglyph-covered columns and golden statues of Anubis]

Satni strides through the temple precinct, certain no scholar in Egypt could surpass him.

That afternoon, Satni walked near the temple of Ptah. The sun shone on white stone columns, and the air smelled of warm dust and lotus flowers.
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The Lady at the Temple Gate
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[image: Lady Tbubui, draped in shimmering white linen and gold jewelry, approaches Prince Satni in the temple colonnade surrounded by her attendants carrying offerings]

Lady Tbubui of Bubastis arrives at the temple, her necklace flashing like sunlight on water.

Near the temple gate he saw a noblewoman surrounded by attendants. She wore bright linen, gold bracelets, and a necklace that flashed like sunlight on water.

"Who is she?" Satni asked his servant.

The servant hurried away and returned. "She is Lady Tbubui of Bubastis. She has come to pray at the temple."

Lady Tbubui turned, as if she had heard her name. She smiled politely.

"Prince Satni," she said, "people say you are the greatest reader of old wisdom in Egypt."

Satni bowed. "I have studied many writings."

"I have heard you possess the Book of Thoth."

Satni lifted his chin. "I have read from it."

"Then perhaps you can answer a question," she said.

"Ask."

"If a person owns a treasure that does not truly belong to him, does keeping it make him wise?"

Satni's smile faded. "That depends on the person."

[image: Lady Tbubui, flanked by attendants holding magnificent white feather fans, extends an inviting hand to Prince Satni beneath the watchful statues of Anubis]

"Perhaps you should visit my house in Bubastis," Lady Tbubui said, her eyes calm and knowing.

Lady Tbubui's eyes were calm. "Perhaps you should visit my house in Bubastis. There we can speak where it is quiet."

Satni knew he should return to the palace. He knew his father's warning still hung in the air. But he wanted to prove that no one could confuse him.

"I will come," he said.
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