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			DEDICATION

			To Marion, 
who taught me the importance 
of logic when dealing 
with people.

		

	
		
			BOOK REVIEWS

			A long-form thought experiment that presents a feast of fascinating existential questions, An Innocent World by Douglas A. King is an intriguing exploration of mortality and meaning. Thought-provoking for Christians, while simultaneously engaging for theologians, atheists, and agnostics alike, this unique read dissects common misconceptions about faith, offering a paradigm-shifting glimpse at another path for humanity.

			This provocative thesis is founded on the premise that Adam and Eve already possessed immortality, rather than being tempted to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil by its promise. King explores a variety of biblical contradictions, envisioning what a different origin point could have meant for human development and destiny, and whether the horrors and suffering we witness all around us could be avoided entirely.

			King’s thesis imagines a world with two distinct groups – the Innocents and the Guilty – categorized based on whether or not they had gained knowledge of good and evil by eating the fruit. Through this binary, the book asks readers to envision a different world, one without strife, guilt, and pain, and then play out the experience of daily existence, prompting us to consider which of those lives we would choose: blissful innocence without fear of death, or guilt-ridden struggle against the forces and consequences of evil.

			A philosophical prize for radical thinkers and futurists, the book posits that imagining a better world is necessary before it can be created, a refreshingly different take than waiting for the future promise of heaven. There are exhaustive examinations of nebulous vocabulary, from “good” and “evil” to “knowledge,” “benefit,” and “sin,” followed by the fascinating heart of the manuscript, which extrapolates the original Innocent vs Guilty conceit to the real world. Moving meticulously through different areas of modern life, from environmental crises and natural disasters to xenophobia, racism, wealth inequality, geopolitics, family structure, social support systems, media influence, and more, this fictional reality of an “Innocent” world comes into focus like a paradisical puzzle.

			While the narrative elements occasionally rely on a leap of faith, King consistently employs logical reasoning to expand on his points. This rhetorical and logical diligence is the most impressive and eye-opening facet of the text, as it presents a close reading of Scripture and contemporary life through lexicological analysis, historical reflection, and mainstream understanding. The polished academic tone makes for a more approachable read, as the suppositions and arguments feel grounded in tangible ideas and clear contradictions, instead of feelings, beliefs, and dogmatic opinions.

			That said, staunch atheists may still struggle to get past certain initial statements, namely that “all of us are here because we believe in God, even those that claim not to.” There is a self-assurance to the writing that inspires reader investment and feels well-deserved, but could also be perceived to be overconfident, controversial, or even heretical. The author seems fully aware of this risk, but willing to take it for the sake of his broader argument, which is persuasive and in no way proselytizing.

			Ultimately tackling the largest question that human beings face – why are we here and what purpose does existence serve? – this revolutionary proposal challenges both religious and secular readers to assess their personal belief structures and deepest sense of purpose, resulting in a mind-altering combination of religious writing, social science, and futurism. 

			-Self-Publishing Review

			“An Innocent World” by Douglas A King, is an engrossing, thought-provoking “What if” Christian-based exploration of Adam and Eve. The author poses the question, “What would our world be like if Adam and Eve had NOT eaten the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil?” The answers that King arrived at comprise this intriguing work of non-fiction.

			But there are more questions to consider and answer, such as, “Why was the Tree of Life, the Tree that gives immortal life, in the Garden of Eden, if Adam and Eve were already immortal?” Suppose that we earthlings could enjoy a carefree life rather than one destined to Biblical outcomes? These questions and answers may not be for everyone’s palate, but if you read with an open mind, you’ll find yourself perhaps wondering the same things.

			King’s logical approach to the questions and answers is unique and surprising, and it will cause readers to think outside the box, at least for a little while. Imagine our world is made up not of humans, but the traditional space alien, and that they are immortal- they’ll live for eternity. If this is a world and way of life you can envision and hope for, you will enjoy this book and what the author has to say.

			In King’s world, this would be the way to strengthen character and naturally become closer to God. Those who choose the easy path would be called The Innocents, while the ones choosing the rockier path of building character, would be called The Guilty. This is an alternate view of the Bible-based narrative, showing what human history and earth would look like under that scenario, and one that is interesting to consider. This supposed existence may have you coming up with your own questions. I know I had mine: Would there be crime and violence in that different world? What would love and romance look like? Would there be a need for hospitals or doctors? How would this affect how we interact with one another? Some of my questions were answered in the book, but there are other topics, like sports, politics, and race.

			I think books like King’s can bring clarity to your own beliefs, not overthrow them, not jeopardize them. This book can serve to strengthen what you already believe, or maybe it can set you on a path toward changing the status quo here on earth and perhaps trying to make it a better place to live for everyone. There is a good balance of philosophy and reasoning, with some pop culture references--all combined in an appealing style. As you read, you’ll feel like you’re sitting in a really good philosophy class, listening to a really good philosophy teacher. For a book that makes you both think and feel, “An Innocent World” by Douglas A King, is a gem.

			-Reviewed by Tammy Ruggles for Reader Views (01/2024)

			The substance of “An Innocent World” is fascinating. It’s a nonfiction Christian book that puts forward the hypothesis that rather than being born into sin and thus automatically encountering pain and suffering during our lifetime as punishment, what if instead we were able to choose either a life of relative ease (and potential immortality) or a life of suffering and hardship in order to build character and grow closer to God?

			The author suggests that those choosing the first path, the life of ease, could be called Innocents. They would be kind and compassionate, unable to intentionally cause harm. Thus there would be no crime, no war, no drug addiction, and no alcoholism. They would choose this path by eating the fruit from the Tree of Life (from the Garden of Eden), thus maintaining good health and longevity to the point of immortality.

			Those choosing the second path, an arduous life of character-building in order to be closer to God when they die, would do so by choosing to eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil (choosing, rather than being tricked into it by a serpent). They are us, the Guilty, harming our planet and each other (and sometimes even ourselves) to the point of potential extinction and destruction of our planet through war, crime, selfishness, and greed.

			-Freelancer, Professional Critique and Review, Editor: Lee Ann Wolff

		

	
		
			PREFACE SECOND EDITION

			I had three goals in mind when producing this second edition of my book. One, that the logic be more consistent. In so doing, I had to move some chapters around. Of course, I had to strengthen some of the logic that already existed in those chapters to maintain a consistent flow. I also removed any inductive logic references and instead focused entirely on deductive reasoning. But with just those changes the book became more logical.

			The second goal was to introduce more references. It was pointed out to me that I tended to make some statements, that to me seem obvious, but to others not so much. So, I added references to back up those statements.

			Lastly, it was also pointed out to me that I should probably explain why I wrote this book in the first place, that it was not something just to fill my time, since I was now retired. My reason is explained in the Introduction.

			I think that most everyone on this planet has, at one time or another, asked themselves why they are here. It’s an important question that deserves an answer. In writing this book, it wasn’t my intention to answer that question, but I did. However, I’ll leave it up to you, the reader, to decide whether I have in fact done so.
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			INTRODUCTION

			Imagine you are being offered a choice as to which kind of life you can live. The first choice is an immortal life. In living this life you naturally behave in a caring and respectful manner towards your fellow humans, happy and content, never knowingly causing another harm. As a consequence, there is no crime and no war in your world. You can even worship God, if you like. Sounds like a good life, doesn’t it?

			However, there is another choice being presented to you. This one is a mortal life where you periodically experience suffering, sometimes great suffering, more than can be imagined. The purpose of this suffering is to give you the strength of character necessary to be able to meet Almighty God, face to Face. In doing so, you will be gifted with all the knowledge in the universe.

			 

			Which life would you choose?
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			A choice of how to live is as important as life itself. However, according to the Bible, we’re not given a choice, we are literally “born in sin”.[1] What would our world be like if we were instead given a choice and decided not to be born that way?

			For those of you unfamiliar with the phrase “born in sin”, it’s a summary translation from the Bible and means that we humans are born sinners, that sin is inherited, and that we have no choice in the matter. With condemnation like that, no wonder many people are turned off religion.

			In this book, I use logic to answer the question as to what our world would be like. However, I use this logic with some religiosity.

			In the process of answering that question, a number of conclusions were reached, some of which are: Being sinless does not guarantee immortality. Evil does not originate in us. We are not alone in the universe. We have lived past lives.

			You might be asking why I chose to write this book, what inspired me to do it? It was dogs, specifically my working with dogs. 

			Subconsciously, I was looking for something that would explain the evil we live with every day in this world, why it seems so prevalent. I was yearning for something that did not hide evil behind the eyes.

			My daughter has a dog walking/daycare business and I found myself working with her after I retired. In the process of working with dogs, I noticed they displayed a certain kind of behaviour that I had not been cognizant of my entire life. It was innocent behaviour, no evil intent. It was refreshing to see.

			I never fully appreciated the statement “A dog is man’s best friend” until I had a chance to work with them. They were always willing to accept love no matter what. They were overjoyed when their owners came to pick them up. When they did something wrong and you had to correct them, they always forgave you and never held a grudge. And when they wanted something, they were extremely polite about it. I couldn’t believe there were individuals in this world that could behave that way. Wouldn’t it be great if people were like that?

			That’s when I decided I had to write about innocence. What started out as a few pages became a book where I discovered truths about human nature that I wouldn’t have believed possible. And I used a wonderful tool called logic to do so.

			Most people seem to have a good understanding of what it means to be logical. But what is logic, really? Most of us, when we think about logic, think of just one kind: deductive logic. Deductive logic is truth-based, one truth following from a previous truth, so that the veracity of the final conclusion cannot be denied. In this book, I will use deductive logic exclusively.[2]

			Sometimes in the logical process, it may not be obvious what the next step is. This is where intuition can play a role. You sense a hint of what the next step is, so you intuit it. This is the key to how I was able to get to where I have in this treatise: the reason for our existence on this planet. I also sense God’s Hand in this process, so I don’t credit myself entirely for any success I might have achieved.

			In this book I will attempt to create a picture of a world inhabited by “Innocents”, as I have termed them. Innocents are individuals who chose not to eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil as Adam and Eve did in the biblical Garden of Eden. Innocents are people without sin; they are incapable of evil thoughts. Moreover, Innocents can’t tell the difference between good and evil.

			Some of you may be thinking that a world made up of Innocents would be just an expanded version of the Garden of Eden, a kind of paradise. But after reading this book you will see that the world of the Innocent is not a paradise in the classical sense. It still had accidents, natural disasters, and even disease. The only thing it didn’t have was human evil.

			For those of you unfamiliar with the biblical story of Adam and Eve and the Garden of Eden, according to Judaism, they were the first people created by God. He placed them in the Garden of Eden to look after it and to populate the Earth. Among the trees in the Garden there were two of special note: the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God told Adam and Eve that they could eat the fruit of any tree in the Garden, including the Tree of Life, but they couldn’t have the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. If they did that they would die. However, Adam and Eve were tricked into eating the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil by Satan (disguised as a talking snake), and as a consequence, had sinned, were no longer immortal, were cursed by God, and were removed from the Garden of Eden. They were left to wander a harsh and diminished world, to make a life for themselves and their children, eventually through the generations culminating in the world we see today, the world of the Guilty. This story is known as “The Fall of Man.”[3]

			The story of the Garden of Eden has been around for at least 3,000 years, and depending on which position you take regarding Adam and Eve’s immortality, the story presents a contradiction:[4] If Adam and Eve were sinless and immortal, why was the Tree of Life, the tree that gives immortal life, with them in the Garden? It wasn’t needed, so why was it there?

			There are those among you who believe that Adam and Eve were mortal while living in the Garden, and you wouldn’t be wrong. Here, I begin with the premise that Adam and Eve were immortal while living in the Garden, but through logic, I show that they had to have been mortal, but for reasons that may differ from your own.

			This book is a record of the logical journey I have taken to address the implications that arose from solving the above biblical contradiction. At times I have backtracked, reiterated previous thoughts, and even reached
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