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      Guiding Bible Verse:

      “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven,” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).

       

      There are four seasons in a year. Television shows and various types of produce have their own seasons. But did you know there are seasons in life? It’s true. We all go through different seasons during our lives. Writers also have varying seasons of their careers, from beginners to veteran authors with a multitude of books published in their names.

      I’ve written this little book filled with inspiration and encouragement for writers like me, who go through varying seasons as they walk with God down the path to publication. This book is geared toward new writers. However, those of you who are published authors can find spiritual enrichment from these devotions as we discuss the different aspects of praying through the seasons of our lives and our writing journeys.

      Some of these devotions are also geared toward parents who are looking for a unique way to teach their children about how to pray for one another, and for readers who want to strengthen their faith.

      As the Bible verse at the beginning of this book states, each aspect of life has a season, and there’s a time for everything in our daily walk with God. Ecclesiastes 3:2–8 lists a time for many different things. However, we writers have a time and season for different parts of our writing process (e.g., a time to pray, a time to write, and a time to research; a time to brainstorm, and a time to journal; a time to sort our notes, and a time to connect the chapters and scenes into a cohesive story or book). This list is mine, but feel free to create your personal list of “a time to” statements to fit your writing life.

      Every writer is created in God’s image, and we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Just as each writer is unique, each project is unique in its own right. The thing to remember is we need to put our trust in God to guide us from one season to the next.

      Many writers have different seasons in their lives (e.g., a season of raising small children, caring for loved ones who are elderly and ailing, etc.). Yet each writer’s seasons are different and can change from one project to the next. On the following pages, I talk about some of my specific seasons and share stories or personal reflections to illustrate the message God has given me to write.

      There are three things you’ll need with you as you read these devotions: Your Bible, so you can look up the guiding Bible verses and delve deeper into the scriptures as God leads you; this book; and a journal, notebook, pen or pencil, and/or an electronic note-taking device, such as your phone, a tablet or a blank document in your favorite word processor on your computer. Each devotion consists of three segments: a guiding Bible verse or set of verses that shed light on a particular topic of discussion per section, and a devotional thought along with a story or personal reflection to illustrate the meaning of the message. After each devotional reading, I have added creative challenges and journal reflection prompts for you to use to apply what you’ve read in each section, and as you ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and guidance, answer the questions and follow the suggestions in the journal reflection prompts. If another section of the devotion resonates with you, reflect on that as well. Use your journaling time to write down any prayers or questions you may have as you read. Be sure to write God’s responses, because keeping these responses in a place where you can look back at them serves as a daily reminder of your walk with God.

      Though I write the devotional sections in a specific order, I’ve written them so you can read each one as it speaks to your spirit on a given day. Revisiting and rereading ones that resonate with you can draw you closer to God and add greater depth to your two-way journaling conversations with Him. This book is the first in a series of short devotionals called Walking with God Through the Chapters. Be on the lookout for future devotionals that delve deeper into the heart of the writing process and the varying seasons of a writer’s life.
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      Readers who believe that Christ is their Lord and savior can skip this section. But if you haven’t accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, there is nothing more precious in this world than inviting Jesus into your heart, to be the Lord of your life. God has a plan for each of us, and he has a special message he wants to share with the world, but only you can share this message in a unique way. God will use your words to speak to the ones who need to hear it most.

      Hebrews 11:1 tells us what faith is: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” But here’s what is written about those who have no faith in God, according to Hebrews 11:6: “But without faith, it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” In so saying, the Bible tells us that we must first believe that God is our heavenly Father, and Jesus, His one and only son, is the Lord and Savior of our lives. I encourage you to read the entire chapter of Hebrews 11, because it tells what the prophets did by faith (emphasis mine).

      Paul tells us in Romans 8:9–10: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
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