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Penny the sheep was happy living in Joe and Maria’s field. She had her little
lamb Abby to care for and was making friends with the sheep in her
flock.

Penny didn’t need to jump over the fence. She no
longer wanted to be alone, not even when the grass looked
greener.

Abby was happy, she had her mother’s permission
to play freely with the other baby lambs.

Her best friends were the twins,
Harriet and Barnie.

They played together every day and when the sun
was too hot they stayed under a tree in the shade.

Joe had put up a shed with an open front for
shelter but they rarely used it.

One dark cold night Maria and Joe were woken by a
lot of noise coming from the field. They quickly got out of bed and
put on their slippers and dressing gown, grabbed a torch and went outside. All of the sheep were in
a panic, running around startled and terrified. In the light
from the torch, Joe
caught sight of a big fox disappearing back through a hole he’d dug
under the fence.

Rambo the Ram had chased the fox trying to scare
him away. He stamped his feet and dipped his horns just like a bull
protecting his herd.

All of the mothers checked that their little lambs
were safe. Thank goodness, not one had been
taken by the fox.

They all breathed a sigh of relief and Joe and
Maria went back to bed. They couldn’t sleep and the sheep couldn’t
settle. They were worried the big bad fox would return.

He wasn’t really a big bad fox. He was just a fox
looking for food for his three hungry cubs. Unfortunately, the fox needs to hunt for his food,
unlike sheep that graze all day in the
fields.

The following morning before setting off to
work, Joe filled in the hole the fox had made to get under the
fence.

All the sheep had a meeting while the baby lambs
played together.

They agreed that the only way they could protect
their lambs was to talk to them and make sure they understood the
dangers of being alone. They must always stay close to their
mother’s especially now they know the fox could return. Tonight
they would sleep in a circle with the lambs safely on the inside.
Rambo the Ram would stay awake and keep watch.

Joe and Maria were also worried about the little
lambs. “What can we do to protect them?” Maria asked Joe.

“Hopefully the fox won’t come back. He may
have found food somewhere else,” said Joe.
“There are plenty of wild rabbits about!”

That gave Maria an idea and she went to her
kitchen. In the fridge, she
found a packet of meat that was just passed the “Use by
date.”

Maria didn’t like to think that the fox and cubs
were hungry. She would thaw









































The End.
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