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Preparing for the test

As you’ve almost certainly realised by now, English is different from nearly every other subject that you study at school. One of the main differences becomes apparent as soon as you start to think about examinations and preparing for them.

How do you go about revising for your Cambridge Checkpoint English test?


	●  The Cambridge Checkpoint test consists of two question papers.


	●  Each question paper lasts for 1 hour and 10 minutes.


	●  Both question papers test how well you read and understand passages that are printed on them.


	●  Both question papers ask you to plan and write something of your own that is in some way connected to the subject matter of the reading passage.


	●  The questions on the reading passages will not only test your understanding of what you have read, but will also test some of your knowledge of grammar, punctuation and how well you appreciate a writer’s choice of words and control of structures.


	●  Your own writing will be assessed according to how well you adapt the content of what you write for the suggested audience, how well you structure your ideas by using paragraphs, the variety and range of your sentence structures, your use of vocabulary suited to your subject matter and the accuracy of your spelling and punctuation.


	●  It is a good idea to keep a list of interesting new words, and their meanings, that you can use in your own writing. There are reminders to add to this vocabulary list throughout this book.


	●  It is important to remember that Cambridge Checkpoint will test how well you apply what you have learnt in English during your time at school. It does not test your ability to remember and repeat facts that you have acquired in, for example, the way that a science test may ask you to write down the definition of photosynthesis.



This revision guide will, therefore, concentrate on helping you to prepare for the types of question that will be set in the Cambridge Checkpoint test papers and aim to help you to become fully familiar with the best ways in which to approach the different types of reading and writing on which you will be tested.

Usually, when people say that they don’t like examinations and find them hard and scary, this is because they are worried about not being able to remember all the relevant details about a particular topic on a question paper. English is different from other subjects. English tests do not expect you to remember and repeat facts but instead, they expect you to demonstrate how well you can write down your own ideas and understand what someone else has written.

If you are well prepared for the approaching test there is no need to fear it; instead, all you need to do is enjoy the experience. It is hoped that this revision guide will help you to get the most enjoyment that you can from your English Cambridge Checkpoint tests!






Chapter 1 Mechanics of English


The English language is made up of many different components and this section will revise some of these. For example, in order to write clearly and effectively you will be using different types of sentence, made up of different clauses and of varying lengths, to create particular effects. In your sentences, you will use nouns, adjectives and adverbs to make your writing both precise and enjoyable to read.

Parts of speech


Try this

In the table below are a number of terms you will have met before. Complete the table by explaining the meaning of each term and giving an example of it.









	Term

	Meaning

	Example




	Noun
 
 

	
	



	Adjective
 
 

	
	



	Adverb
 
 

	
	



	Verb
 
 

	
	



	Preposition
 
 

	
	



	Proper noun
 
 

	
	



	Indefinite article
 
 

	
	



	Definite article
 
 

	
	



	Conjunction
 
 

	
	



	Connective
 
 

	
	









Try this

It is often a good idea to think about extending your sentences by including adjectives, adverbs and prepositions. Look at the table below that contains different parts of speech.














	Article

	Adjective

	Noun

	Verb

	Adverb

	Preposition

	Article

	Noun




	The

	purple

	walrus

	edged

	furtively

	before

	a

	riverbed




	A

	miniature

	spider

	raced

	slowly

	through

	the

	beach




	Each

	rumbling

	boy

	bowed

	hesitantly

	down

	that

	hilltop




	An

	elegant

	dancer

	lumbered

	lazily

	beside

	this

	cottage




	That

	cunning

	pixie

	prowled

	silently

	past

	another

	shop




	This

	lively

	fox

	stalked

	hopefully

	above

	a

	school




	The

	intelligent

	bear

	dawdled

	aggressively

	behind

	the

	valley




	The

	smooth

	runner

	hid

	loudly

	beneath

	a

	trail






Make some sentences out of the words, choosing one from each column. Some of your sentences may not make much sense!

Write down three of your best sentences.

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Change some of the words to make sure your sentences make sense. For example:


The intelligent fox stalked silently beside the riverbed.

The cunning pixie prowled furtively through the valley.



Write five more sentences, using some of the words above, but also your own ideas. Make sure you use all the parts of speech that appear in the table.

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................



Sentence variety

Variety is important. If all your sentences begin in the same way, your writing will sound predictable and boring. Sentence variety is the key to becoming a successful writer.

There are many different ways in which you can begin a sentence.

For example, you could use some of the following:


	1  Adverbs (describing a verb)


	2  Pronouns (I, you, he, she, it, we, they)


	3  Prepositions (on, behind, between, over, etc.)


	4  Participles (-ing words)


	5  Definite or indefinite articles (the, a, an)


	6  Adjectives (describing words)


	7  Connectives (linking words)


	8  Verbs (action words)




pronoun a word used instead of a noun, such as I, you, it

participles -ing words




Try this

The following paragraph uses all of the beginnings mentioned above. Add numbers (from the list above) to the paragraph to indicate how each sentence starts.



paragraph a group of sentences about the same idea or topic






I screamed and ran. The window had been broken. Behind me I heard heavy breathing. Peering over my shoulder nervously, I felt the presence of someone nearby. Cold beads of sweat began to trickle down my forehead. Slowly, fear gripped my body. Although I knew I was being foolish, my hands began to tremble. To run was my only option.





Improving your writing style

Look at the following article written by a student giving an opinion about footballers’ wages.


opinion a view about something, which may not be based on fact




I think it is unfair that footballers earn so much money. It is unjust and scandalous. I think there should be a law that puts a limit on how much money they can earn. I think, for example, that top footballers shouldn’t be allowed to earn more than one million pounds a year. I believe that a limit like this would make the game more fair and competitive and it could stop unfair competition with clubs trying to lure players with higher wages. I think it will help teams in lower leagues attract better footballers and as a result they will have a better chance of winning matches against the top teams. I also think that by doing this we would bring football back into the real world as many ordinary people feel that players are out of touch with their fans. I believe it is wrong that we seem to be valuing footballers more than doctors and nurses by paying them so much money.




Try this

What do you think the student could do to improve this piece of writing?

Rewrite it, thinking about how you can vary the way you start each sentence.

When you have done this, pick out your favourite sentence and explain your choice.

Now, using the skills you have been practising, write the rest of the article.

Complete this answer on a separate piece of paper.




Try this

Here is another piece of student writing. This time, it is fiction.


fiction writing about imaginary events or people




A crash! A clatter! The sound of someone trying to keep their voice low. Sounds of activity awoke me from my dark, silent dreams. With my eyes wide open, my ears nailed to the floor of my room, I listened patiently, waiting for a clue as to what was going on. I had no idea what had caused the noise.



Does this paragraph sound boring and predictable? Explain your opinion.

Does the writer vary the beginning of the sentences? Explain how the writer does this.

Now continue with this story by adding another four paragraphs of your own, remembering what you have learnt so far.

Complete this answer on a separate piece of paper.



Different types of sentence

In order to be a good writer and achieve high marks in tests and exams, you will need to show that you can write different types of sentence and sentences that are of different lengths.

Here are some different types of sentence.

Simple sentences

These sentences are exactly what you think they are – simple! A simple sentence has a subject and one verb (an action word) and it gives one piece of information.


simple sentence a sentence that has a subject and one verb

subject the part of the sentence that does the action



For example:

The girl chased the











Compound sentences




























Complex sentences





























	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




Minor sentences
























	

	

	

	

	

	

	







	








Using different types of sentence 
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