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  Seeing the underside of Navajo Bridge, just downstream from Lees Ferry, means one thing: Grand Canyon trip!
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  0 UPPER GREEN RIVER AND LAKES


  UPSTREAM FROM THE ACTUAL START OF THE POWELL ROUTE, there is over 200 miles of valley river and mountain lakes often forgotten by paddlers infatuated with the famous desert sections below. But in southwestern Wyoming, there is much of relevance to the Powell route and plenty of highlights worth visiting for their own merits.


  The Green River begins its 730-mile course—toward a confluence with the Colorado River in Canyonlands National Park—as an alpine stream emerging from glaciers just west of the continental divide in the Wind River Range. While the uppermost headwaters, within Teton-Bridger National Forest, are best explored on foot, plenty of scenic paddling can be found at Green River Lakes and nearby stretches of the river.
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  While exploring lower Green River Lake, I hung out with two families of lifelong boaters, including a pair of exceptionally bright teenage daughters and a baby boy given the middle name “Powell,” for family hero John Wesley.
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  The October basecamp used by Zak and Will to explore the headwaters of the Green River in the Wind River Range. Will Stauffer-Norris


  The upper Green River has a curious trajectory, first aiming northwest as it emerges from the glacial-carved Winds, before making a sharp, sweeping bend south, as if saying, “Screw this, I’m going somewhere warmer.” Downstream from the lakes, the Green flows through peaceful meadows and tumbles down occasional class II rapids, bordering on class III at higher spring flows, before slackening into braids and meandering through Green River Valley.


  
    The Floater’s Guide to Wyoming by Dan Lewis covers the 200 miles of the upper Green River. Published in 1991 and now out of print, the guide is available in its entirety on the author’s website: wyomingnaturalist.com.

  


  Though this chapter focuses on just two sections of the upper Green—the lakes and Seedskadee Wildlife Refuge—plenty more is worth exploring, and paddlers could spend more than a week in this area. In addition to paddling, the hiking near the lakes is some of the most dramatic found outside of national parks. And two valley museums (see page xlii) give insight into Western life in the periods before and after the Powell expeditions.
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  Quiet stretches of the upper Green River offer ample float and fish opportunities, whether by drift boat, kayak, paddleboard . . .


  PADDLING: GREEN RIVER LAKES


  If you paddle only one of the five lakes and reservoirs featured in this guide—for the sake of dramatic scenery and remarkable variety compared to canyon country—consider lower Green River Lake. If you paddle only two lakes, then why not send a subtle dig to the Bureau of Reclamation by paddling up through a pristine delta and camping beside the milky turquoise waters of upper Green River Lake? From there, motivated paddlers can navigate a few more miles of upper river toward Squaretop Mountain before beaching boats and exploring on foot. A hiking and horse trail follows the river to its headwaters at the Great Divide and continues beyond, offering excellent but challenging backpacking options. The fishing on the lakes and surrounding river is considered top-notch by visiting anglers. And downstream from the lakes, there are plenty of paddling opportunities, which can be scouted and accessed from the gravel road.


  Duration: One minute to all of eternity; paddling to the upper lake and beyond is at least a half day and probably a full day with side explorations and hiking.


  Access: Gravel boat ramp at Green River Lakes Recreation Area (N43 18.65' / W109 51.44').
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  Paddling upstream on the upper Green River above the upper lake. Do you see a theme to this caption?
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  The Continental Divide Trail follows the lakes and upper Green River beneath Squaretop Mountain.


  “THE GENERAL COURSE OF THE RIVER IS FROM NORTH TO SOUTH AND FROM GREAT ALTITUDES TO THE LEVEL OF THE SEA. THUS IT RUNS FROM LAND OF SNOW TO LAND OF SUN.”


  —John Wesley Powell


  Logistics: Starting from the northern terminus of WY 352, at the USFS boundary, Green River Lakes Road is 19 miles of gravel that parallels the Green River. The road is well maintained but can get a bit choppy in places. Two-wheel drive (2WD) vehicles with normal clearance will be slow but fine, except during adverse weather conditions.


  Season and weather: Late spring–early fall; thunderstorms and changeable weather are common; prepare for cold temps at night; snow is possible anytime; lake elevation 8,000'.


  Challenges and safety: Wind can be an issue, creating waves on the lake. This is grizzly bear country, so secure food and smellables accordingly, and consider bear spray for the backcountry.


  Boats: Canoe, kayak, SUP, raft, and drift boat on lake and some river sections.


  Camping: Green River Lakes campground has 39 individual campsites, nonreservable, which tend to fill on summer holiday weekends but otherwise should have space. Three group sites can be reserved through www.recreation.gov. No permit required to camp in the backcountry or beside the lakes, but campers must follow leave-no-trace principles (see page xxx).


  Supplies: Groceries and restaurants in Pinedale; there are a few resorts/lodges with stores near where the pavement ends.


  Regulations, agencies, fees: USFS has two nearby ranger stations: 29 Fremont Lake Rd., Pinedale, WY (307) 367-4326; and 10418 US 189, Big Piney, WY (307) 276-3375; no fees other than the campground.


  Maps: The USFS offers a waterproof topo map available online or at the ranger stations listed above: Bridger-Teton National Forest: Pinedale Ranger District and Bridger Wilderness. USGS 7.5 min: Green River Lakes.


  PADDLING: SEEDSKADEE NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE


  Through a high desert prairie with riparian woodlands, low bluffs, and glimpses of the Wind River Range in the distance, the 36 miles of Green River in Seedskadee National Wildlife Refuge offer peaceful day trips on class I–II river. Just upstream, Fontenelle Dam provides a steady release of cool, clear waters popular among fishermen and warm-weather paddlers. Camping is not available within the refuge, but there are several riverside campgrounds just upstream. Most paddlers opt for upper refuge sections above WY 28, due to better roads and clearer water. Downstream river sections, especially below the confluence with the Big Sandy, are siltier, more remote, and have rougher road access. Through-paddlers will need to pass beyond in one long day or stash a car midway to drive out of the refuge for the night. According to the US Fish & Wildlife Service, the name Seedskadee is derived from the Shoshone word Sisk-a-dee-agie, meaning “river of the prairie hen.” The refuge is home to over 250 migratory and resident species, including eagles, swans, antelope, elk, and sage grouse. Wildlife sightings, especially during early mornings and early evenings, are common. Check out the refuge’s Flickr page to see moose picturesquely crossing the river.
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  Green River Valley, seen here near La Barge, offers plenty of paddling for those who go looking. Will Stauffer-Norris


  Duration: Only day trips allowed within the refuge; various lengths from 5 to over 20 miles.


  Access: There are four access points inside the refuge and two upstream; see refuge website.


  Logistics: Self-shuttle using either WY 372 (La Barge Rd.) or WY 28 (Lower Farson Cutoff Rd.). Most river access roads inside the refuge are gravel; north of WY 28, the gravel roads are maintained and should be fine for all vehicles during normal weather conditions. South of WY 28, the gravel roads are unimproved and rougher.


  Season and weather: Spring–fall; the river banks typically ice over during winter; thunderstorms and inclement weather possible year-round; refuge elevation is approximately 6,500'.
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  Sometimes figuring out the Powell route can make a paddler’s head spin, kinda like this dam turbine.


  
    STATE-BY-STATE WATERCRAFT REGULATIONS


    Most states along the Powell route have particular regulations concerning nonmotorized watercraft, like kayaks and rafts. A primary goal of the invasive species decal and cleaning programs is to prevent the spread of quagga and zebra mussels. These invasive mussels are both originally from Russia and Eastern Europe and can spread rapidly throughout infected waterways. A few of the problems include encrusting beaches, docks, and boat hulls; clogging engines or irrigation pipes; killing native mussels; and spreading diseases or toxins to birds and other animals. Typical cleaning procedures involve washing any boats that may have been in infected waters, then allowing the boats to dry for about a week, which kills the mussels, before using the boats in noninfected waters. Note: All states along the Powell route require a PFD be carried or worn at all times.


    Wyoming. Depending on the time of year and the location of recent use, watercraft entering Wyoming must be inspected at an authorized location. An aquatic invasive species decal must be purchased and displayed on all watercraft using Wyoming waters, with a few nonmotorized exceptions. More info at wgfd.wyo.gov/ais.


    Utah. All vehicles carrying watercraft must stop at roadside inspection stations. Boaters must conduct a self-inspection and display a self-certification form on the dashboard of their vehicle. Sometimes, the forms can be found at access locations, but not at many of the remote access points along the route. Download a single-use or annual certification form here: stdofthesea.utah.gov.


    Colorado. Since the route only traverses Colorado within Dinosaur National Monument, NPS regulations apply for that segment.


    Arizona requires that watercraft be cleaned and self-inspected for invasive mussels.


    California: No decal is currently required for nonmotorized watercraft, but cleaning procedures are required.


    Nevada. Invasive mussels were found in Lake Mead in 2007, and they’ve since been exposed to the Colorado River and reservoirs downstream. For nonmotorized watercraft, like kayaks and rafts, Nevada requires certain cleaning procedures and invasive species decals be purchased and displayed. www.ndow.org/Boat/Aquatic_Invasive_Species.

  


  
    NAME THAT RIVER: THE GREEN, THE COLORADO—AND THE GRAND?

  


  
    Today’s maps report a simple fact. Deep within Canyonlands National Park, the Green River joins the Colorado River along its journey to the Gulf of Mexico. But this wasn’t always so. In Powell’s time, the Colorado River upstream from the confluence to its headwaters was actually called the Grand River. Then, in 1921, Colorado congressman Edward T. Taylor (I wish I had a sassy middle initial) gave an impassioned speech to a congressional committee about renaming the river.


    Like most congressmen, the guy had a lot to say. Early river names were applied piecemeal, he argued, by those unfamiliar with distant continuations of the same water body. The name Colorado, given by early Spanish explorers, was surely meant for the entire river, not just the lower portion they visited. It was absurd (absurd!) for one of the world’s greatest rivers to have a different name inside its eponymous state. Sure, the Green River was longer above the confluence (730 miles) than the Grand (500 miles), but the latter carried about 25 percent more water to the confluence. (Today, due to water diversions, it’s probably even.) And while Taylor didn’t quite say the word Grand was stupid, he did say it’s “merely an adjective . . . Practically everything in Colorado is grand.” Despite objections from Wyoming and Utah reps, the resolution passed. Today the Colorado River, at 1,450 miles, is the fifth longest river in the United States.


    Regarding names, Colorado means crimson or red in Spanish and is typically attributed to the reddish color of the silty water, prior to damming, and the red-hued banks along much of its course. The naming of the Green River is more complicated. Anne Zwinger offers a great summary in Run, River, Run. Like the Colorado, the Green River had many native names, including Seedskadee, meaning river of the prairie hen. These were soon supplanted for Spanish names given by missionaries, like Rio San Buenaventura or Rio Verde. It’s been suggested fur trader William Ashely named it for a business pal of his—about as exciting as a market research course on branding concepts. Another option is the green shales and soapstones along the upper river, or just the green color of the water during silty periods—though the river can also run brown or reddish at times. John C. Fremont (okay, I’m getting an initial) believed the name probably came from the strip of vegetation that lines the river’s banks in contrast to the surrounding desert.


    The renaming of the Colorado is not without controversy. Some folks have claimed Powell started his expeditions on the Green to recognize it as the true main stem of the Colorado River. This claim conveniently ignores the well-documented reason. The railroad went there. The golden spike was nailed only weeks before in Ogden, UT. At the time, it was the only place along the route where heavy boats could be transported from the east. Meanwhile, locals along the Green in Utah are said to ponder how their prospects might have improved if the river flowing through their impoverished desert communities carried the more famous name. Maybe, but this wistful claim seems to ignore the reality that you can’t put wealthy ski resorts in a desert.
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  Grand isn’t just an adjective when overlooking Hermit Rapid, found 95 miles downstream from Lees Ferry in Upper Granite Gorge. Amy Martin


  
    Geographic controversies like this are common. Critics (Missourians?) often point to the Mississippi River, noting that from St. Louis to the Gulf, it should have been called the Missouri due to that river’s superior length above the confluence. Defenders (Mississippians?) point out that the Mississippi carries more water into the confluence, so hands off our river name, you jerks! Go by the water-volume logic, and critics (Ohioans?) point out America’s great river should actually be the Ohio.


    As is so evident along the Powell route, history is rarely simple. And a town called Colorado River, Utah, doesn’t ring as true to me as the dusty river town of Green River, nestled between the dramatic Book Cliffs and the otherworldly folds of the San Rafael Swell. And with all respect to Ohioans, I’m not particularly fond of Huck Finn rafting down the great muddy Ohio River to New Orleans, either.

  


  Water levels and character: Class I–II; gradient averages 3 fpm, and the current is typically moderate at 1–2 mph. The dam releases year-round, and flows can rise substantially during spring melt; current dam operations and links to all valley gauges at www.usbr.gov/uc/water/crsp/cs/ftd.html; USGS Green River below Fontenelle Reservoir: https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wy/nwis/uv?site_no=09211200.


  Challenges and safety: Throughout the refuge, occasional rock sills have been placed across the channel for habitat purposes. Slots have been left in the middle to allow for boat passage; less stable paddlers can alternatively portage along shore.
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  At the museum (there’s only one; you’ll find it) in Big Piney, WY, I stumbled across a small exhibit about railroad ties. They were cut during winter in the Winds and slid on snow to the Green River, then floated downstream during spring to build the intercontinental railroad that carried Powell’s boats to Green River Station in 1869 and 1871.


  Boats: Canoe, kayak, SUP, drift boat, raft . . .


  Camping: There is no camping allowed inside the refuge. Three campgrounds are available upstream: Tailrace and Weeping Rock right below the dam and Slate Creek at river mile 4.7.


  Supplies: The nearest sizable city with groceries and restaurants is Green River, WY; gas and small stores can be found in La Barge and other towns.


  Regulations and agency: US Fish & Wildlife Service: www.fws.gov/refuge/Seedskadee, seedskadee@fws.gov, (307) 875-2187. Fishing regulations and other rules can be found at www.fws.gov/refuge/Seedskadee/visit/rules_and_regulations.html.


  Maps: The refuge website offers an excellent river map as PDF for download, which lists access points along 45 river miles through the refuge.


  PROLOGUE: “ALL” OF HISTORY BEFORE 1869, WITH APOLOGIES, IN SEVEN PARAGRAPHS


  From infinite singularity to ancestral civilizations • conquistadors and missionaries • post–Civil War white expansion • golden spike opportunities


  Roughly 13 billion years ago, give or take a few hundred million, the universe was an infinitely dense and infinitely hot singularity—okay, skipping ahead. During the late Pleistocene era, say 50,000 years ago, the fossil records show some human ancestors, including Homo erectus, in water-bound places such as Australia, which would have necessitated invention of what we call a boat—even faster? Um, ice age! Bering land bridge. Wooly mammoths. Native populations dispersing across America. Possibly some Vikings did a bit of light sex tourism? A lot of tribes differentiated into complex societies that oscillated between cooperative trading and warfare. Things could be pretty chaotic back then.
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  A few of these enterprising young men joined Powell on his first expedition, while William Ashley explored upper sections of the route, by boat and by land, during the years before Powell’s expeditions.


  Enter Fremont culture, maybe 2,000 years ago. A group of wandering hunters and gatherers, they got curious about some deep and rugged canyons in the Southwest. Who would mess with them down there? They built small farms on river bottoms and in side canyons. Carried the surplus in decorated pottery up ladders to nice cool granaries they built in the cliffs. Used plant pigments and sharp rocks to create amazing works of art on cliff faces. Built some watchtowers to keep an eye on things and probably also for communication, trade, social gatherings, and religious ceremonies. One day, it stopped raining for what felt like forever. What would everyone eat?
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  A diorama, once on display at the South Rim of the Grand Canyon, depicts Spanish conquistador Cárdenas arriving at the Grand Canyon. About the visit, he wrote very little—only that it looked pretty small until his group tried unsuccessfully to reach the river. Neither European nor American explorers would return to the canyon for almost 300 years.


  Meanwhile, there was another group to the south, now called Ancestral Puebloans. They did things their own way, had their own sense of style. But much was similar to the Fremont, just happening a bit more to the south, where it was even hotter and more rugged. And one day, it stopped raining again. The ancestral Puebloan culture dispersed, probably into the tribal cultures that existed at the time of the next major arrival.


  Spanish conquistadors came, looking for glory and riches in a new world. They believed there was gold everywhere, but clearly the natives were just hiding it or something. The conquistadors acted like gods who had shown up early for an appointment and were pissed. They killed, conquered, enslaved. Many natives died, often from European diseases. Next came missionaries, who were like “Sorry about all those earlier meatheads. Look, we’re teachers, and boy, do we have someone we’d like to tell you about. Also, you’re doing everything wrong.”


  Then another type of white European came. They were trappers, or “mountain men,” who fancied themselves hunter-gatherers like the natives. Back home, in a smoggy land of factories, there were a ton of rich city folk who craved “authentic things” and would buy basically any type of fur if it was trendy American wilderness fur. Meanwhile, a massive war was fought in the young nation over the use of African slave labor in southern states, which led to the emancipation of African Americans and the deaths of 600,000 soldiers, plus many more wounded.
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  At Museum of the Mountain Man, find exhibits on clothes and tools used by trappers and natives in years before the Powell expeditions.


  After the war, white settlers moved west in wagons, pretty taken with the whole no rules, no landlords, no taxes stuff. But first they fought the native tribes to stop their “dispersed camping” in every great spot one might want to put a farm or ranch. Eventually, a railroad was built to hasten the postwar settling and create a lucrative real estate market. One retired major, who lost an arm while fighting for the Union side in the Civil War, taught himself a new science called geology and used a family connection to get a professor job in Illinois. He started traveling west with students on extended field trips and met a few mountain men. During a trip that visited parts of the Green and Colorado Rivers, an idea came up to explore that big blank spot on the American map.


  Wouldn’t you know, after years of work, the railroads were getting close to nailing a golden spike. Maybe we can bring in boats? Heard it’s a death trap down there. Think we’d end up rich and famous? Don’t believe it’s ever truly been done. Does a months-long river trip even make sense amid the endless cycle of human atrocity and tragedy? Could be a nice way to get away from it all. How about next May?


  The 1869 adventure continues on page 34 ...


  1 FLAMING GORGE RESERVOIR


  IF THE GRAND CANYON, OVER 750 RIVER MILES DOWNSTREAM, offers the most sublime paddling along the Powell route, then this first segment—including the official start near Expedition Island and continuing across the impounded waters of Flaming Gorge Reservoir—is the most surreal and anachronistic. Despite this, and in some ways because of it, these roughly 100 miles serve as a worthy destination for short paddling visits or as a challenging proving ground for long-distance Powell pilgrims.


  Although the actual historic starting location of the Powell expeditions is down an alley next to a Green River, WY, resident’s yard (see page 30), the National Historic Landmark and commemorative info plaques are located just downstream in a lovely landscaped park on a reinforced island near an engineered whitewater kayaking course—all worth a visit. The nearby Sweetwater County Museum has great history inside, while outside stands a remarkable statue of John Wesley that indicates the regional importance of the larger-than-life explorer.
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  At the Sweetwater County Museum in Green River, WY, you’ll find exhibits related to regional history, including the Powell expeditions.
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  For roughly the first 10 miles, paddlers follow a silty and flowing Green River before it’s swallowed by a blue-water reservoir that sits incongruously in a desolate high-desert basin for its northern two thirds. South of Firehole Canyon, the lake expands into a series of open bays often wind-whipped. As you continue south, the lake is increasingly patrolled by (a moderate amount) of sport fishermen who use modern sonar systems to chase after record-sized lake trout. And just south of the Utah border, the river enters a series of dramatic canyons—the first of many encountered by Powell’s expeditions—which still rise with much of the drama they had during the presettlement era. Plus, you might hear the occasional stereo-blasting party boat on summer weekends.


  Still, the lake remains fairly remote and unimpacted. If you only paddle part of this segment, consider either a 2-day trip from Expedition Island to Firehole Canyon for its historic and remote qualities, or explore the four canyons of the southern reservoir—Flaming Gorge, Horseshoe, Kingfisher, and Red. Other than the first 5 or so miles below Green River, WY, the entire segment is within Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area. Primitive camping is allowed most places along the shore (details below), and there are many campgrounds on and off the water.


  Duration: To paddle the entire segment will take most paddlers 5 to 7 days, with center-line paddling distance around 85 miles. Depending on weather and skill/comfort, most paddlers often remain closer to shore for safety reasons, which increases the distance paddled.


  Access: Through-segment paddlers should start at Expedition Island (N41 31.38' / W109 28.20') and end at Mustang Ridge Boat Launch (N40 55.42' / W109 26.83') or Cedar Springs Marina (N40 54.74' / W109 26.87').


  Logistics: All of the official marinas and boat launches allow long-term parking up to 2 weeks in designated lots. For specific information on access points, see the sections below. A self-shuttle for the entire segment takes about 1.25 hours one way, using I-80, US 191, and local roads. Many outfitters offer shuttle services (see sidebar page 24).


  Season and weather: Weather around the reservoir can be quite erratic, with thunderstorms, high winds, cold temps, and hail/snow possible at any time of year. Because the river and reservoir can partially ice over during the winter, the suggested seasons to paddle this segment are from midspring to midfall. Lake surface elevation is approximately 6,000'.
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  “The river is running to the south . . . it glides on in a quiet way as if it thought a mountain range no formidable obstruction. It enters the range by a flaring, brilliant red gorge . . . This is the head of the first of the canyons we are about to explore . . .” —John Wesley Powell


  Water level and character: The Green River from town to the reservoir is class I–II with a few gravel bar riffles; water levels from gauge USGS Green River near Green River, WY; reservoir level available at www.usbr.gov/uc/water/crsp/cs/fgd.html.


  Challenges and safety: Sudden and rising winds can be a hazard, creating large waves and dangerous conditions on both the open lake and in the narrower canyons. Consider paddling close to shore, and be prepared to seek shelter, which is quite limited on the sparser northern shores. In the open bays, navigation can be challenging given the limited topographic contrast and landmarks; a good map and compass skills are highly recommended.


  Boats: For longer lake trips, touring kayaks are preferred to shorter boats, plus canoe, SUP, and . . . raft—legend says it’s been done, but should it be done again?


  Camping: Be prepared for possible stormy nights. Primitive/dispersed camping is allowed anywhere along the shore following leave-no-trace practices (see pg xxx), except for within 0.25 mile of any administrative site, such as boat ramps, campgrounds, and so on. There are two boat-in campgrounds on the southern reservoir: Hideout Canyon Boat-In Campground has 18 sites and Jarvies Family Boat-In Campground has 8 sites. Both campgrounds are open seasonally from mid-May to mid-September. All sites can be reserved (plus more info available) on recreation.gov. Forty additional drive-in campgrounds are spread throughout the area.


  Agencies, regulations, fees: Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area is administered by Ashley National Forest; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/ashley. An entrance fee/receipt or Interagency Annual Pass (national parks pass) is required to enter certain areas and must be displayed while parking at some launch locations.
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  Setting up camp, one late May, on northern Flaming Gorge Reservoir, an area frequented by afternoon thunderstorms.


  Maps: The US Forest Service publishes a decent and free overview map on the rec area website, which they do not recommend for navigation. A better map is National Geographic Waterproof: #704 Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area.


  Outfitters: See sidebar below.


  Additional Resources: Lost Canyons of the Green River: The Story Before Flaming Gorge Dam by Roy Webb.


  
    OUTFITTERS, SERVICES, AND SUPPLIES FOR FLAMING GORGE COUNTRY AND RED CANYON


    River Runners Transport, based in Vernal, focuses on Lodore, Yampa, and Deso trips, but they can also help reservoir through-paddlers and those running Red Canyon/Browns Park river segments downstream; (800) 930-7238; www.riverrunnerstransport.com.


    Dutch John Resort, located near the dam, is a good choice for paddlers focused on the reservoir and river sections. They offer shuttle services, raft rentals, guided fishing trips for the reservoir and river, cabins, an RV park, tent camping, store, and restaurant; (435) 885-3191; dutchjohnresort.com.


    Trout Creek Flies, in Dutch John, is a resort and fishing-focused guide service, also offering raft rentals, shuttles, cabins, lodging, and more; (435) 885-3355; www.troutcreekflies.com.


    Flaming Gorge Resort, 10 minutes south of the dam, offers raft/boat rentals, guided fishing trips, shuttles, lodging, RV park, store, and restaurant; (435) 889-3773; www.flaminggorgeresort.com.


    Lucerne Valley Marina offers reservoir access, boat rentals (including SUP and kayak), guided trips, floating cabins, camping, store, and restaurant; (435) 784-3483; www.flaminggorge.com.


    Cedar Springs Marina offers reservoir access, boat rentals, guided trips, lake tours, a bar & grill, and several campgrounds nearby; (435) 889-3795; www.cedarspringsmarina.com.


    Supplies: Green River, WY, in the north, and Vernal, UT, to the south;both offer the most in terms of stores, restaurants, and lodgings. Nearby, towns of Dutch John and Manila, plus area marinas, resorts, and outfitters have stores and restaurants.

  


  Highlights: Expedition Island Park is definitely worth a stop, with plenty of great info plaques and monuments. • The Green River Whitewater Park is found in the main channel next to the island, and the city uses airbags to maintain a surfable feature at different water levels. • About 20 miles down the route, the chimney rocks in Fire-hole Canyon were the subject of an 1871 expedition photo. • About 30 miles down, Blacks Fork enters from the west and below the reservoirs widens into a series of bays. • About 60 center-line miles down is the dramatic entrance to Flaming Gorge. • One mile in, Horseshoe Canyon starts to the southeast and continues for 4 scenic miles. • Then how about a rainbow amphitheater as you return to Flaming Gorge. • Consider taking a side trip up Sheep Creek Bay if you like flaming geology. • About 70 center-line miles down, Red Canyon starts. • Oh, there’s more out there to find!


  PADDLING: GREEN RIVER, WY, TO FIREHOLE CANYON


  If you want to put-in (very near) where Powell started and float through a stark but intriguing landscape of stacked slate and crumbly buttes mostly unchanged since the original expeditions, then this 22-mile trip is for you. Depending on reservoir levels, you’ll have river current for about 10 miles.


  Duration: 22 miles; 2 days.


  Access: Start at Expedition Island Park in Green River, WY (N41 31.38' / W109 28.20'). There are several access options, so look around before you unload boats. One option is the north shore of the river, in a side channel, just upstream of the 2nd St. bridge. Another option is the downstream tip of the island, near the play feature. Either way, you’ll have to carry boats a short way to the water. Regarding parking, you can leave cars overnight in either of two lots. One lot is paved, on the island. The other lot is gravel, just north of the bridge. The Department of Parks & Recreation asks that you inform them if you’ll be leaving a vehicle: (307) 872-6151. End at Firehole Canyon boat ramp (N41 21.07' / W109 26.50').


  Logistics: A self-shuttle using I-80, US 191, and Flaming Gorge Road (aka FR-106/33) is 33 miles on all paved roads taking 45 minutes one way. See page 24 for shuttle services.


  Camping: Once the river enters Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area, primitive camping is allowed along the shore within the rec area. At take-out, there’s Firehole Campground.


  [image: image]


  North and South Chimney Rocks are found in Firehole Canyon, about 20 paddling miles from Expedition Island and the first major landmarks along the route (topographic score!).


  PADDLING: FIREHOLE CANYON TO LUCERNE POINT


  It’s a series of bays! Basically, if you’re gonna paddle this section, you might want to do the whole reservoir. Doesn’t mean it isn’t nice here—it’s big and vast and empty. There are few distinct landmarks, so navigation skills are necessary for open water crossings or side cove deviations to stay close to shore. It’s the perfect challenge for through-paddling Powell route pilgrims.


  Duration: 36+ miles; 2–4 days.


  Access: Start at Firehole Canyon boat ramp (N41 21.07' / W109 26.50'). End at Lucerne Valley Marina (N40 59.15' / W109 35.15') or Antelope Flat Marina (N40 57.83' / W109 33.47').


  Logistics: A self-shuttle between Firehole and Antelope Flat using US 191 takes a little over 1 hour. Between Firehole and Lucerne Valley, using US
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    WHO STARTS FROM AN ISLAND?
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  1869, PART I: THOSE EARLY, CAREFREE DAYS NEAR FLAMING GORGE
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