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      Good Evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to Gemstone Burlesque. I’m Jewel, your sexy emcee for the evening. I hope y’all are ready for a show.

      Here at Gemstone Burlesque, our girls are named after gemstones and are all equally precious.

      Tonight’s featured performer is the sultry and stunning… Diamond.

      Ladies and gentlemen… Gemstone Burlesque presents for your listening and viewing pleasure… Diamond.
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      I cannot believe Jewel just asked me to change my set and she expects me to have the new routine done by tomorrow.

      The club is closed tonight so that everything can be set up for the huge fundraiser tomorrow night. Beau and Amethyst, the owner and his girlfriend, are in his office. Bree, our brilliant costume designer, has been working twenty hours a day, seven days a week for two weeks to make sure everything is ready for us while her boyfriend, Tungsten, the genius bartender, has been whipping up delicious original cocktails for the event. Bree just popped her head into my dressing room to tell me she’s good to go and is heading out to get some sleep before being back here bright and early tomorrow. She reminded me to be here for 10AM for my final fitting and run through… of a brand freaking new routine that has to be perfect…

      Ugh.

      I guess I should head into the club to see Rowan and make sure he’s aware of the music and set changes for my performance.

      I am no not looking forward to that. He makes me nervous. He’s just so “in your face”. He has a darkness about him that intrigues me but he also has a sharp wit that unnerves me. I’m so aware of him and he does things to my body and equilibrium… no one wants to feel like that around another person. At least, I don’t.

      Uh huh. Sure you don’t.

      Oh, shut up, Diamond! Rowan is so not your type.

      Right, because sexy as shit men who make a woman’s heart pound and her panties wet are not what any woman wants!

      Nope… I don’t like feeling like I have no control over anything and Rowan just screams “Laissez les bon temps rouler!” I’m not a good time girl and from what I’ve seen that’s all he’s into. He has different women on his arm every single night. His bedpost is probably so marked up that he’s moved onto the walls.

      Nope... Nope… Nope…

      My heels clack on the gleaming floor as I walk from backstage into the empty club.

      It always impresses me when I see it like this. It’s so big and ornate. Beau really went all out and he’s perfectly encompassed the feel of old Hollywood and glamour. I love working here and when the doors open and every seat is filled every night… there’s nothing like the feeling of all eyes on you.

      I’m so absorbed in the beauty and grandeur of the place that I’m lucky enough to work at that I forget the fact that I’m supposed to be meeting with Rowan.

      The southern drawl, that sounds like liquid sex, coming from directly behind me has me whirling as I screech. “EEK! Oh my God…” My hand flies to my throat as I gasp to try to calm my rampant breathing and racing heart. “You scared the hell out of me, Rowan! Why would you sneak up on me like that?”

      His dark brown eyes widen before he chuckles. “You’re in front of my booth… Didn’t you know I was in here? Bree told me you were coming in to talk to me about the changes to the music set for tomorrow.”

      Oh… right.

      I AM in front of his booth. Of course that’s where he’d be.

      I just wasn’t expecting him to speak from directly behind me.

      He’s so close to me, I can feel the heat from his body. A slight shiver of awareness races through me and I try to quell it before he notices.

      I swallow and nod. “I was coming to find you. I guess I wasn’t paying attention and you startled me by being so close… that’s all.”

      A sexy smile covers his face beneath his dark stubble and I can see the dimples deepen in his cheeks.

      Ohhh shit. He screams sex.

      And my body is clearly listening…

      Shut up. Stop it. He’s SO not my type.

      He’s been with more people this week than I’ve been with in my entire life!

      No way in hell…

      He smirks again and crosses his arms over his black clad chest. My gaze immediately follows the movement and my stomach clenches as his tight muscles pop out. He huskily laughs and asks, “Like what you see, Diamond?”

      Blinking rapidly, I hastily step back with a gasp. “What? Um, no...” Anxiety flows through me. “No, let’s go over the set list and then I need to do a run through. I need to make sure I’m on point before we rehearse with the dancers tomorrow.”

      Rowan laughs, “Sure. Whatever you say, Marilyn.”

      I immediately get the reference. Everyone compares me to Marilyn Monroe. I’m blonde and many say a bombshell.

      “Ok, so let’s go over the music. Did Jewel give you the changes to my set? Do you have them here?” I ask.

      He nods and gestures to his booth. “I have the printout. Want to step into my haven or would you rather I grab it and come out here?”

      Step into his haven? Like in that small ass booth? With him?

      Ummm. No, no way. But if I say no, he’s going to know why. I don’t want him to know he affects me. He already saw me checking him out.

      I can handle it… Sure I can. Just go in there and make sure everything is straight before coming back out here and hitting the stage for the run through.

      No problem. It’s nothing.

      Nodding, I point at the booth. “Sure, we can do it in there.”

      Rowan’s brows raise and he slyly smirks. “We can, huh? I’m down with that.”

      Rolling my eyes, I snap. “Oh, shut
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