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HAVE A 
HILARIOUS 
HOLIDAY 
SPECTACULAR!
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IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!

If you are standing with this book in your hands, then it’s quite probable that you like Christmas. Or at least you enjoy most bits! Perhaps you love decorating the tree, are looking forward to sitting down in front of a favourite Christmas film, or you’ve already had a fair few mince pies …

It’s true that for many of us, there is a lot of ticking off the to-do list to be done. There’s gift shopping for a start, which is then too often followed by the modern phenomenon of trying to locate the parcels that the many emails you received claim were ‘successfully delivered’ but are nowhere to be found, not even next to the neighbours’ bins. There may be nativity plays or work Christmas parties to attend. And then there’s the food shop to do, which leaves your fridge groaning under the weight of ingredients and treats, yet strangely vacant of things to eat in the lead-up to Christmas Day!

So yes, there is a lot to do. But the flurry of activity takes place against a backdrop of twinkly fairy lights and lovely smells of Christmas spices wafting from bakeries. And despite the rush, there is something comforting about all the traditions we observe – whether we notice we’re doing it or not – that remind us of our childhood and, in many cases, stretch back much further than that.
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Christmas is a time for loved ones – whether family, friends or ‘chosen family’. We need this time to come together and enjoy each other’s company at the end of the year. But nowadays, when there are so many screens to distract us and everyone can go and watch their own thing or play games alone, it can be more difficult to gather people together. This is where this book comes in.

You will find games and quizzes, creative activities to distract restless children (and calm stressed adults!) and cracker jokes to provoke a shared groan! There are also many fascinating facts that uncover the origins of our traditions, and stories to delight curious minds. And seasonal recipes to make together too. So settle down with whoever you have around you in the run-up to the big day or that period we now call ‘Betwixtmas’ – that was originally the Twelve Days (see p141)! – and enjoy some festive fun.

Merry Quizmas, everyone!
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QUIZ!

[image: ] Christmas Traditions [image: ]


	1)Which winter festival was celebrated in pre-Christian Rome?

	2)Jesus refulsit omnium is often referred to as the first ever Christmas what?

	3)Who has become famous for supposedly ‘banning’ Christmas in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland in the mid-1600s?

	4)In what year was the first commercial Christmas card produced?

	a)1843

	b)1889

	c)1901

	d)1920




	5)The Christmas tree as we now know it originally came from which country?

	6)What Christmas item takes its name from the Old French word estincele, meaning spark?

	7)What are the names usually ascribed to the three wise men?

	8)What classic symbol of Christmas, also known as Viscum album, can cause drowsiness, blurred vision, diarrhoea, nausea, vomiting, weakness and seizures?

	9)Travel by camel is notoriously slow. According to our modern calendar, when is the arrival of the Three Kings at the nativity celebrated?

	10) Which play features Viola, Sebastian, Duke Orsino and a shipwreck, and was written by Shakespeare to close the Christmas festivities around 1602?
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WORDSEARCH

[image: ] Festive Feast [image: ]

The names of different items linked to a Christmas menu are hidden in the letter square. All words are in straight lines and can go horizontally, vertically and diagonally. They may read forward or backwards. See if you can search them all out.

BRANDY BUTTER BRIE CAKE CANAPES

CARVE CHEESE CHESTNUTS CHIPOLATAS

COFFEE CRANBERRY SAUCE CREAM

DINNER DUCK FEAST FRUITS GAME

GAMMON GOOSE GORGONZOLA HAM

ICES MEAL MINCE PIES PIGS IN BLANKETS

POTATOES PUDDING SATSUMA SPROUTS

STILTON STUFFING TRIFLE TURKEY

WINE YULE LOG
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WHERE DOES SANTA LIVE?

Where you send your letter to Santa depends on where you are from. Norwegians believe ‘Julenissen’ can be found in Drøbak near Oslo. The Danes say that he actually in lives Greenland, while in Britain, the USA and Canada, children usually write to Santa (or Father Christmas) c/o the North Pole or Lapland. Finns agree that the real Santa lives in Lapland, but specifically on a fell called Korvatunturi. But Saint Nicholas, the historic figure, actually lived somewhere quite hot. He was born in Turkey and spent his life there.

[image: ]



MANTOPIME

It’s pantomime time, but someone has got all the letters mixed up! Rearrange the letters to name a traditional festive panto. It’s a one-word title.
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HOW TO MAKE

[image: ] Christmas Gingerbread [image: ]

You can eat these warm from the oven, decorate them or hang them on the tree – it’s up to you! They take around one hour to make and bake.

For roughly 30 cookies you will need:

350g (12oz) plain white flour, plus extra for dusting

1 tsp bicarbonate of soda

2 tbsp ground ginger

1 tbsp ground cinnamon

2½ tsp ground cloves

125g (4oz) butter

175g (6oz) soft light brown sugar

2 tbsp golden syrup

1 small egg

If you want to decorate:

Edible gold leaf or lustre powder

Favourite colourful sweets

Melted chocolates

[image: ]

	1)Line two baking sheets with non-stick baking parchment. Preheat the oven to 190°C (375°F) Gas Mark 5.

	2)Sift the flour with the bicarbonate of soda and spices into a large bowl. Rub in the butter until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. Stir in the sugar.

	3)Warm the golden syrup very slightly and beat in the egg. Cool slightly, then pour onto the flour mixture. Beat with a wooden spoon to a soft dough. Bring together with your hands and knead until smooth.

	4)On a lightly floured surface, roll out the other piece of dough to a 5 mm (¼ inch) thickness. Use cookie cutters to stamp out stars, gingerbread people, baubles … Carefully transfer to the baking sheets. Knead the trimmings and roll out to cut more cookies until you’ve used all the dough.

	5)If you like, make a small hole in the top of each one to enable a ribbon to be threaded through after baking, for hanging on the tree.

	6)Bake for 8–10 minutes, or until golden brown. Leave to cool and harden for 10 minutes on the baking sheets, then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely.

	7)Decorate the cooled cookies with gold leaf, coloured icing, colourful sweets and melted chocolates. Thread with ribbon or string and hang on your tree, if you like.
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BAUBLES

There are three baubles and three words to be formed. The question mark stands for a mystery letter, which appears in all the baubles. Use all the letters in a bauble, once only, and include the letter replacing the question mark to make the words. The words are all linked. You are looking for three items that are used for decorations.
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GAME!

[image: ] (Paper) Chain Reactions [image: ]

Players agree on a topic, such as actors, pop stars, movies or football teams. One person starts with something or someone in that category that begins with the letter A. The next player follows with a word that begins with the last letter of the first player’s word. (For example, if the category was ‘Christmas’ the first word could be ‘Advent’, and the next ‘tinsel’.)

Players have five seconds to think of an answer, or they are out. And there’s no duplicating words!
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SNOWFLAKE

Answer the questions to find the words to fill the snowflake grid. We give you the number of the space for the first letter, along with the number of the space for the last letter of each five-letter answer.


	1–2What is another word for jolly, a word in the title of this book?

	3–4What are firs, pines and spruces examples of?

	5–6What are rung at Christmas and are popular features on Christmas cards?

	7–8Which seasonal weather is a mixture of snow and rain?

	9–10What does Santa hold on to, to keep control of his sleigh?

	11–12 Which figure with wings sometimes sits on top of 3–4?
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GAME!

[image: ] Open it! [image: ]

A game for those people who can’t wait to tear open their presents. You will need: 3–6 players; a wrapped present; hat, coat, scarf and mittens or gloves; a die.

[image: ] How to play: [image: ]

In advance, wrap up a small gift, then put it in a box and wrap that up. Put the box in an even bigger box and wrap it again. Do this as many times as you have boxes. Just like pass the parcel. Use lots of paper and tape – the idea is to make it hard to unwrap.

All the players should sit in a circle and put the wrapped box in the middle. Next to this put the coat, hat, scarf and gloves. Take turns rolling the die. As soon as someone rolls a six, they put on the coat, hat, scarf and gloves and attempt unwrap the box. In the meantime, the others continue taking turns to roll the die. As soon as the next player rolls a six they take the dressed person’s place – taking the coat, hat, scarf and gloves and putting them on – and continue tackling the parcel until someone wins the prize.
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NOT PRESENT

You are looking for the name of a popular Christmas present, but at present it’s not present! Use the letters of the alphabet that do NOT appear in the box and rearrange them to name the gift. There are FOUR letters in all.

CLUE: All children like them!
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QUIZ!

[image: ] Film Quotes [image: ]

Match the quote to the Christmas film:


	1)‘I’m a master of fright, and a demon of light, and I’ll scare you right out of your pants.’

	2)‘You can mess with a lot of things. But you can’t mess with kids on Christmas.’

	3)‘Just once I’d like a regular, normal Christmas!’

	4)‘A sequel. That’s it. We’ll bring it out on March 25th, and we’ll call it … Christmas 2!’

	5)‘Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things in the world are the things we can’t see.’

	6)‘Cheer up, dude. It’s Christmas.’

	7)‘You have such a pretty face. You could be on a Christmas card.’

	8)‘Remember, George, no man is a failure who has friends.’



Die Hard 2

Home Alone 2

How The Grinch Stole Christmas (2000)

Santa Claus: The Movie

Elf

It’s a Wonderful Life

The Polar Express

The Nightmare Before Christmas
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HIDE THE PICKLE

Have you ever heard of the old German tradition of the Christmas pickle? For hundreds of years, German families would hide a pickle somewhere on the Christmas tree on Christmas Eve. The first child to find it the next morning would get an extra gift. Sounds plausible and authentic? Well, it’s not at all!

This myth was probably concocted by canny Christmas decoration sellers in the USA in the 1880s or 1890s. They imported glass ornaments from Germany and ended up with lots in vegetable shapes. So they came up with the Christmas pickle story to try to sell their ornamental pickles, and somehow it stuck.

The small American town of Berrien Springs, Michigan (also known as the Christmas Pickle Capital of the World) used to have an annual pickle festival held during the early part of December. It was recently brought back after a hiatus, although the pickle festival is now held in July.
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THE REAL WENCESLAS

Good King Wenceslas was actually a duke, not a king – a tenth-century nobleman known as Wenceslas of Bohemia (now in the Czech Republic). When his father died, he became the ruler of the region in his stead. We don’t know for sure what happened to Wenceslas, but one version of the story has him being killed by his brother.

What we do know is that after his death he became revered as a saint and martyr, for his kindness to the poor and his Christian beliefs at a time when many were still pagan. Known as St Václav in Czech, his statue stands in Prague’s Wenceslas Square and he is the country’s patron saint.

However, the carol was written by an Englishman, John Neale, in 1853. The tune is much older; it is taken from a song about the coming of spring that can be traced back to the thirteenth century. It’s never really caught on in the Czech Republic, though.
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WORDSEARCH

[image: ] Christmas Cards [image: ]

The names of different items linked to Christmas cards are hidden in the letter square. All words are in straight lines and can go horizontally, vertically and diagonally. They may read forward or backwards. See if you can search them all out. As an extra challenge, there is one word in the list, which is NOT in the grid. Which word is it?

ANIMALS BELL CANDLE CHOOSE

DESIGN ENVELOPE FROST GLITTER

GREETINGS HAND MADE HAT LIST

MESSAGE POST REINDEER ROBIN

SANTA CLAUS SCENES SELECTION SENT

SLEIGH SNOWMAN SONG STOCKING

VERSES
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HOW TO MAKE

[image: ] Spiced Nuts [image: ]

These deliciously spicy festive nuts are perfect served with drinks, or they can be layered in jars to give as gifts. The are particularly good if served almost straight from the oven while still warm, and will make the house smell wonderful while they cook.

They take 40 minutes to make and cook.

You will need:

40g (1½oz) butter or 45ml (3 tbsp) cooking oil

1 tbsp garam masala

350g (12oz) mixed skinned nuts, such as almonds, pecans, hazelnuts, cashews

1 tsp coarse sea salt

125g (4oz) shelled mixed pumpkin and sunflower seeds

[image: ]

	1)Preheat the oven to 150°C (300°F) Gas Mark 2. Melt the butter in a roasting tin and stir in the garam masala. Add the nuts and seeds and stir until well coated.

	2)Roast for 30 minutes, stirring from time to time. On removing from the oven, immediately toss the nuts with the salt.

	3)Serve warm or allow to cool completely and store for up to two weeks.
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BORN ON CHRISTMAS DAY

Some people who were born on 25th December love to have their birthday on a day when many people are relaxing and celebrating anyway. For others it’s a bind, as you miss out on birthday presents and you can’t have a party or go out because everyone’s with their family and everywhere is shut!

Here are some famous people born on Christmas Day …

Isaac Newton (1642) – the great mathematician and physicist

Clara Barton (1821) – founder of the American Red Cross

Cab Calloway (1907) – band leader and singer

Humphrey Bogart (1899) – actor, star of Casablanca

Kenny Everett (1944) – TV and radio comedian and presenter

Sissy Spacek (1949) – actor, who played the lead in the film Carrie

Annie Lennox (1954) – solo artist and Eurythmics singer

Shane MacGowan (1957) – The Pogues’ singer and co-writer of Christmas classic ‘Fairytale of New York’

Justin Trudeau (1971) – prime minister of Canada from 2015




GAME!

[image: ] Balloon Antlers [image: ]

A competitive festive game to see who can sprout the biggest set of antlers!

You will need: Minimum two people per team; pairs of tights with toes cut off (as many pairs as there are teams), uninflated long balloons; string or ribbon.

How to play: The aim of the game is to see who can ‘grow’ the biggest pair of antlers quickest. One player puts the tights on their head. The other team members must blow up the balloons as quickly as they can and stuff them into the legs, tying the toes shut when they have finished. Set a time limit and whoever has the biggest antlers wins.
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