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​Introduction to RJP Readers
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The RJP Readers series provides graded reading material for students of English at 12 levels of difficulty.

🟥  A1.1  Beginner or Noob

🔴 A1.2  False Beginner or Learner

🟧 A2.1  Lower Elementary or Shopper

🟠 A2.2  Upper Elementary or Gamer

🟨 B1.1  Lower Intermediate 1 or Tourist

🟡 B1.2  Lower Intermediate 2 or Capable

🟩 B2.1  Upper Intermediate 1 or Competent

🟢 B2.2  Upper Intermediate 2 or Fluent

🟦 C1.1  Lower Advanced or Ace

🔵 C1.2  Upper Advanced or Master

🟪 C2.1  Lower Proficiency or Expert

🟣 C2.2  Upper Proficiency or Pro
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The Hacker Code
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Level: 🟢 B2.2 (Competent)
Inspired by: The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas
Setting: Near-future digital society; urban + virtual environments
Story Concept: A gifted teenage hacker is betrayed by someone close to him, framed for a digital crime, and locked away in a secret correctional facility. Years later, he escapes with new skills, a hidden identity, and one goal: uncover the truth—and get justice.
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Episode 1: The Frame-Up
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Everyone in Zone 4 knows Eli Min.

They know the username, at least: Specter.

Fastest code-breaker under eighteen. Developer of untraceable scripts. Quiet, careful, and always anonymous—until two months ago, when his best friend convinced him to take credit for a campus-wide security stunt.

A harmless prank. Light shows in every classroom. Custom sounds in the speakers. Digital fireworks on the smartboards.

He didn’t take money. Didn’t delete files. Didn’t touch the surveillance cams.

But now he’s standing in front of a judge.

And nothing about this feels harmless anymore.

“Eli Min,” the judge says. “Seventeen years old. Full academic record. High performance in software design, digital systems, encryption... and still, you plead not guilty?”

Eli’s voice is low. “I didn’t do what they say.”

“You admit to using school networks for unauthorized activity.”

“Yes. But I didn’t crash the admin grid. I didn’t wipe those files.”

The judge glances at the prosecutor, who nods.

“Then how do you explain the logs?”

Eli’s stomach twists.

He already tried. He spent days reconstructing his activity—only to find that the real logs had been overwritten. Someone used his code signature, his tools, his style.

Framed him with his own fingerprints.

The courtroom is nearly empty. His parents sit in silence. They don’t understand this world—code, networks, remote exploits. Neither does the judge.

The only person who might is standing near the back.

Jordan Kim.

Eli’s best friend since they were twelve. The one who asked him to run that original script. The one who said it was “just for fun.” The one who disappeared the second the police showed up.

Jordan hasn’t made eye contact all day.

The sentence comes fast.

Not prison. Not juvie.

The judge calls it “rehabilitation in a high-discipline facility for digital ethics and containment.”

In other words: a tech prison for kids.

Remote location. No connection to the Net. One year minimum, with a “flexible release date based on progress.”

Eli is too shocked to speak.

By the time he turns around, Jordan is already gone.

The facility is called Arcgate.

No one talks about it. It’s not on maps. No photos online. Students who go in don’t talk about what happens after.

Eli arrives at night.

They take his phone. His implants. Every device he’s ever owned.

They shave the side of his head for monitoring access.

They give him gray clothes and a tag with his ID number.

The doors lock behind him with a sound that feels permanent.

—
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The first two weeks are rules and silence.

Eli doesn’t talk much. Doesn’t ask questions.

He listens.

Watches.

Learns.

Arcgate is cold. Clean. Strange.

Every wall is smooth white. Every door opens with a soft beep. The lights never turn off completely.

There are no windows.

Instructors don’t use names. Just numbers. Lessons are mostly behavior tracking, not tech.

And every room has one camera too many.

He meets a few others.

Some older. Some younger. All smart. All silent.

But one stands out: a boy named Lex.

Lex is two years older. Long hair. Always humming. Seems to know everything before it happens.

He sits beside Eli during meals, uninvited.

“Specter, huh?” he says on day five.

Eli freezes.

Lex shrugs. “Don’t worry. I won’t say it. But I know.”

Eli stares at him. “How?”

Lex taps his own head. “They don’t let you code here, but some of us don’t need machines to see patterns.”

Weeks turn to months.

They try to break him.

Routine. Control. Psychological rewiring.

But Eli holds on to one thing: the truth.

He didn’t crash the system.

He didn’t erase those files.

He didn’t betray anyone.

But someone did.

And every day, he thinks about Jordan.

One night, Lex wakes him up.

“Come on.”

Eli follows him silently through a service hallway—one he’s never seen before.

Behind a storage panel, Lex reveals something impossible.

A terminal.

Built from scrap.

Hidden behind layers of old wall tech.

“I’ve been working on this since I got here,” Lex says. “Most kids don’t last long enough to finish it.”

Eli stares at the screen. “It’s online?”

“Not yet. But soon.”

Lex leans in, grinning. “And when it is, we’re going to rewrite the story.”

That night, Eli doesn’t sleep.

He thinks about the logs Jordan forged.

The silence in court.

The vanishing friendship.

He thinks about the cold hallway where Lex handed him a piece of hope.

And he makes a decision.

He won’t just escape.

He’ll return.

Not as Eli Min.

But as something else.

A ghost in the system.

A name no one can trace.

Not this time.
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Episode 2: Ghost Protocol
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Lex calls it the Dead Channel.

The hidden terminal he built inside Arcgate doesn’t connect to the outside world—yet. But it runs its own isolated OS, patched together from abandoned fragments of old school systems, test environments, and reprogrammed maintenance code.

“You’re not escaping by force,” Lex says. “Not here. Too many layers. Too many failsafes.”

Eli studies the screen. “So what’s the plan?”

Lex smirks. “We don’t break out. We disappear from inside.”

Each night, they sneak into the hollow service room and work.

Eli rewrites packet headers by hand.

Lex teaches him how to mimic Arcgate’s control scripts—to ghost his own location, feed false logs into the surveillance net, and manipulate automated behavior reports.

“No brute force,” Lex says. “We slide under the system. Quiet. Elegant.”

Eli listens.

Learns.

Builds.

He knows how to code. He’s fast, talented.

But Lex teaches him patience. Strategy. How to turn systems against themselves.

“Someday,” Lex says, “you’ll get a shot at real justice. Not just revenge. Justice.”

And Eli nods.

But inside, he knows something else is coming too.

Revenge.

During the day, Eli plays by the rules.

He completes every task perfectly.

Answers every question with calm focus.

When they run ethics simulations—ones designed to confuse and frustrate—he stays level.

They watch him closely.

But slowly, they stop watching too closely.

Exactly what he wants.

Two months in, Eli discovers something strange in the behavior logs.

An access pattern
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