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			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			SCOTT ALAN ADAMS SR.

			U.S. ARMY, 1986–2008

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT

			MATTHEW S. AYERS

			U.S. NAVY RESERVE, 2003–2005

			U.S. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 2005–2010

			U.S. ARMY RESERVE, 2010–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 20" X 24"
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			CAPTAIN

			JAE BARCLAY

			U.S. ARMY, 2004–2008

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"

			
		

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			MASTER SERGEANT

			SEAN BENNETT

			U.S. ARMY, 1992–2010

			Oil on stretched canvas, 14" X 18"
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			SERGEANT

			JUSTIN BOND

			U.S. ARMY, 1996–1997 AND 2002–2005

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT

			THOMAS BROOKS

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2006–2012

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 48"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			TIMOTHY BROWN

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2003–2014

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT

			DANIEL CASARA

			U.S. ARMY, 1994–2008

			Oil on gesso board, 14" x 18"
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			SERGEANT

			BRYCE FRANKLIN COLE

			U.S. ARMY, 2005–2009

			Oil on gesso board, 16" X 20"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			ZACHARIAH COLLETT

			U.S. ARMY, 2002–2010

			Oil on stretched canvas, 30" X 30"
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			LIEUTENANT COLONEL

			JUSTIN CONSTANTINE

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1997–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" x 36"
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			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			THOMAS WILLIAM COSTELLO

			U.S. ARMY, 2002–2014

			Oil on stretched canvas, 18" X 24"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			BEN DELLINGER

			U.S. ARMY, 2003–2009

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			MASTER SERGEANT

			ISRAEL DEL TORO JR.

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 1997–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT MAJOR

			CHRIS DEMARS

			MASSACHUSETTS ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 1988–2015

			Oil on gesso board, 16" X 20"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			MATTHEW DEWITT

			U.S. ARMY, 1998–2004

			Oil on stretched canvas, 20" X 24"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			ALVIS “TODD” DOMERESE

			U.S. ARMY, 1998–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			FIRST LIEUTENANT

			BRIAN DONARSKI

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1987–1998

			U.S. ARMY, 2004–2012

			Oil on stretched canvas, 20" X 24"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			ROBERT DOVE

			U.S. ARMY, 2008–2014

			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			JOHN FAULKENBERRY

			U.S. ARMY, 2001–2012

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" X 48”
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			LIEUTENANT COLONEL

			KENNETH MICHAEL DWYER

			U.S. ARMY, 1998–PRESENT

			Oil on gesso board, 16" X 20"
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			SERGEANT

			JAY K. FAIN JR.

			U.S. ARMY, 2005–2008

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			LIEUTENANT COLONEL

			DANIEL GADE

			U.S. ARMY, 1992–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT

			TIMOTHY GAESTEL

			U.S. ARMY, 2001–2005

			Oil on gesso board, 12" X 16"
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			SERGEANT

			WILLIAM J. GANEM

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1996–2005

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" X 48"
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			SPECIALIST

			ALEXANDER GLENN-CAMDEN

			U.S. ARMY, 2010–2012

			Oil on stretched canvas, 14" X 18"
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			PETTY OFFICER THIRD CLASS

			CHRIS GOEHNER

			U.S. NAVY, 2003–2006

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			LIEUTENANT COLONEL

			DAVID HAINES

			U.S. ARMY, 1983–1986 AND 1992–2012

			ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 1986–1991

			Oil on gesso board, 18" X 24"
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			SERGEANT

			ANDY HATCHER

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2002–2006

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			JEREMY D. HENDERSON

			U.S. ARMY, 1993–2007

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			SPECIALIST

			JUAN CARLOS HERNANDEZ

			U.S. ARMY, 2006–2011

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			ANDREW W. HILLSTROM

			U.S. ARMY, 2004–2009

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			LANCE CORPORAL

			ADAM JAHNKE

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2005–2010

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			JACQUE KEESLAR

			U.S. ARMY, 1990–2011

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" X 48"
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			LANCE CORPORAL

			TIMOTHY JOHN LANG

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2005–2010

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT

			ROBERT LEONARD

			U.S. ARMY, 2003–2007

			Oil on stretched canvas, 14" X 18"
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			SPECIALIST

			JACOB LERNER

			U.S. ARMY, 2006–2010

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			SCOTT P. LILLEY

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 1999–2010

			Oil on gesso board, 36" X 48"
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			SERGEANT

			SAUL MARTINEZ

			U.S. ARMY, 2006–2010

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 48"
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			CORPORAL

			JOSHUA MICHAEL

			U.S. ARMY, 1999–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 14" X 18"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			SPENCER C. MILO

			U.S. ARMY, 2006–2013

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			MASTER SERGEANT

			SCOTT NEIL

			U.S. ARMY, 1986–2010

			Oil on stretched canvas, 18" X 24"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			DAN NEVINS

			U.S. ARMY, 1991–1999

			ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 1999–2006

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			FIRST LIEUTENANT

			DENIS OLIVERIO

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1987–2007

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 18"
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			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			RAMON PADILLA

			U.S. ARMY, 2000–2009

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 16"
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			SERGEANT

			MICHAEL JOSEPH LEONARD POLITOWICZ

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2010–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 18" X 24"
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			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			MICHAEL R. RODRIGUEZ

			U.S. ARMY, 1992–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			OMAR ROMNEY

			U.S. ARMY, 1999–2004

			Oil on stretched canvas, 14" X 18"

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			CAPTAIN

			KEVIN L. ROSENBLUM

			U.S. ARMY, 2004–2009

			Oil on gesso board, 16" X 20"
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			SPECIALIST

			LEE SAGE

			U.S. NAVY, 2002–2006

			U.S. ARMY, 2010–2013

			Oil on gesso board, 16" X 20"
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			SPECIALIST

			JOSÉ E. SANTIAGO

			U.S. ARMY, 1999–2006

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 16"
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			STAFF SERGEANT

			JACK SCHUMACHER

			U.S. ARMY, 2005–2011

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" X 60"
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			SERGEANT MAJOR

			CHRISTOPHER SELF

			U.S. ARMY RESERVE, 1984–1986

			U.S. ARMY, 1986–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 20" X 24"
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			CORPORAL

			DAVID SMITH

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2003–2007

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			LIEUTENANT COLONEL

			KENT GRAHAM SOLHEIM

			U.S. ARMY, 1994–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 30" X 30"

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			STAFF SERGEANT

			JAMES M. STANEK JR.

			U.S. ARMY, 2003–2008

			Oil on stretched canvas, 18" X 24"
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			FIRST LIEUTENANT

			MELISSA STOCKWELL

			U.S. ARMY, 2002–2005

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" X 48"
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			GUNNERY SERGEANT

			JOHN PAUL SZCZEPANOWSKI

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1989–2014

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 16"
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			MAJOR

			CHRISTOPHER ANDREW TURNER

			U.S. ARMY, 2005–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 30" X 30"
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			MASTER SERGEANT

			ROQUE URENA

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 1983–2008

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36” X 24”
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			CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THREE

			JEREMY JAMES VALDEZ

			U.S. ARMY, 1998–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			CAPTAIN

			BRYON VINCENT

			U.S. ARMY, 2005–2008

			Oil on gesso board, 18" X 24"
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			CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER THREE

			JAMES WILLIAMSON

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 1989–1999

			U.S. ARMY, 1999–2014

			Oil on stretched canvas, 18" X 24"
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			SERGEANT

			DAVID A. WRIGHT

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2000–2004

			Oil on gesso board, 14" X 16"
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			SERGEANT

			MATTHEW ZBIEC

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2003–2007

			Oil on stretched canvas, 24" X 36"
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			SERGEANT

			LESLIE ZIMMERMAN

			U.S. ARMY, 2001–2004

			Oil on stretched canvas, 20" X 24"

			

		

	
		THE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MURAL AND THEIR STORIES

		
			CAPTAIN

			MATT ANDERSON

			U.S. ARMY, 2005–2014

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" X 48"
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			Matt Anderson was in college on September 11, 2001. After the attacks, he heard a call to serve his country, and he answered it by joining the Army. In 2010, Matt was awarded the Purple Heart after his right foot and lower leg were shattered by a land mine while clearing a Taliban-controlled compound in Afghanistan. While stationed at Fort Carson, he helped to establish a golf clinic for wounded warriors. Matt recently returned to school to become a physician’s assistant.

			

		

		
			STAFF SERGEANT

			ANDREW BACHELDER

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2002–2011

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" x 60"
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			While serving in Afghanistan in 2009, Andrew Bachelder was seriously injured in a midair helicopter collision, resulting in a broken pelvis, hip, back, right shoulder, and right tibia and fibula. He struggled with TBI and PTS when he returned home. He credits his wife, Debi, with nursing him back to life—and saving him from taking his own. Andrew won the Warrior Open in 2015 and subsequently played a round with Masters and U.S. Open champion Jordan Spieth. I have a special bond with Andrew and Debi’s thoughtful children, Kaitlin and Jake, who bring me Jolly Ranchers when I see them.

			

		

		
			STAFF SERGEANT

			NICHOLAS BRADLEY

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 2002–2009

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			In 2008, Nick Bradley’s vehicle was struck by an IED in Afghanistan, crushing every bone in his face, along with his right arm, right hand, right hip, right shin, and right foot. He lost several fingers and had 16 surgeries and facial reconstructions. When he was told he wouldn’t walk again, he taped a picture of his daughter next to his bed and used her as motivation to fully recover. Nick earned his degree in political science at the University of North Texas, and married Lindsay, whom he met at the Warrior Open. I recently had the privilege of walking out to the mound with him when he threw out the first pitch at a Texas Rangers game.

			

		

		
			STAFF SERGEANT

			JOSHUA CHINN

			U.S. ARMY, 2003–2011

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			In 2012, I received an invitation to Joshua Chinn’s wedding. I couldn’t make it, so I called him to offer my congratulations—and invited him to ride in the W100K. Watching him ride, one wouldn’t realize that he had undergone more than 50 surgeries after an IED in Iraq severed his left Achilles tendon, two arteries, and his left sciatic nerve; fractured his hip, femur, and ribs; gave him a TBI; and left more than one hundred pieces of shrapnel lodged in his legs. He lives in Denver with his wife, Jen, and their two children, where Joshua works for the VA.

			

		

	
		
			SERGEANT FIRST CLASS

			MANNY COLÓN

			U.S. ARMY, 1993–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" X 60"
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			During a 2004–2005 deployment to Afghanistan, Manny Colón sustained head trauma from enemy rocket fire, resulting in PTS and TBI. Upon his return home, he was diagnosed with a Stage IV non-Hodgkin’s follicular lymphoma. As part of his recovery, he learned to mountain bike. After the first ride, he joked, “I got the record for who fell the most.” Manny completed his 20-year career with the Army and lives in Florida with his wife and two children.

			

		

		
			LIEUTENANT COLONEL

			JUSTIN CONSTANTINE

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1997–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" X 48"

			
				[image: ]
			

			[See this page for profile]

			

		

		
			MAJOR

			CHRISTOPHER CORDOVA

			U.S. ARMY, 1996–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" X 60"
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			Chris Cordova was one of just 53 soldiers at Combat Outpost Keating in Afghanistan in 2009 when approximately 400 Taliban fighters attacked their base.  Chris survived the onslaught but suffered TBI from multiple IED explosions. He was the senior medical officer, performing life-saving operations during the raid. Chris rides his mountain bike to relieve stress and control his emotions. He recently earned his Doctorate from Baylor University and left the States for another deployment.

			

		

		
			MASTER SERGEANT

			CHRISTIAN COTE

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 1989–1992
U.S. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 1994–PRESENT

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" X 60"
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			Ever since his vehicle was hit by an IED in Afghanistan in 2011, Chris Cote has dealt with invisible wounds including TBI, post traumatic vision syndrome, and balance and speech issues. His family and his fellow vets have helped

			

		

	
		
			CORPORAL

			JOHN REGO

			U.S. ARMY, 2001–2005

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" x 60"
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			In April 2003, right after the liberation of Iraq, John Rego’s team was clearing a weapons cache when an artillery round collapsed the building he was in. He was buried in rubble, and his body and internal organs were crushed. After John recovered at Walter Reed, he says he noticed a decline in his mental state. A veterans service organization encouraged John to focus on his wellness, and it worked. Today John encourages other wounded warriors to work on two things as soon as they transition out of the service: finding meaningful employment and exercising regularly.

			

		

		
			STAFF SERGEANT

			JASON ROBERTS

			U.S. MARINE CORPS, 2000–2011

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			Jason Roberts grew up as what he calls a “military brat” in a family with a tradition of service. After joining the Marines in 2001, Jason was manning the turret in Afghanistan in 2009 when an IED detonated and threw him from his vehicle. His pelvis, back, and ribs were injured, and his left leg had to be amputated below the knee. Jason grew tired of being in a wheelchair and what he describes as the sterile hospital environment. So he golfed. He thanks veterans organizations for helping to accelerate his recovery and his wife, Christina, for sticking by him.

			

		

		
			TECHNICAL SERGEANT

			DAVID ROMANOWSKY

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 1994–2011

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			Dave Romanowsky is a Dallas-area transplant, so I call him Romo as a nod to our home team’s quarterback. (I’m not sure whether Dave, a Steelers fan, appreciates that nickname.) Dave was injured by an IED in Iraq toward the end of his 16-year career with the United States Air Force. Dave attributes his recovery to the fact that he didn’t want his wife, Gayla, or their children to see him as a broken man. Golf has helped Dave regain his strength and flexibility and an optimistic outlook on his future.

			

		

		
			SERGEANT

			MICHAEL STAFFORD

			ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, 1993–2000 AND 2004–2006

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			Mike Stafford is a positive man who believes in the power of prayer. So when he lost his left leg below the knee from an IED explosion in Iraq in 2005, he didn’t complain about his injury; instead, he chose to see the upside. Having grown up on a golf course in Tupelo, Mississippi, Mike says that playing with a missing leg has forced him to work on his balance and focus on his swing. As a result, he hits the golf ball even better than ever before. Today, Mike manages the golf course at Okolona Country Club in Mississippi.

			

		

	
		
			FIRST SERGEANT

			JASON STAMER

			U.S. ARMY, 1995–2015

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			In 2011, both Jason Stamer and his son were deployed to Afghanistan—but a week after his son arrived in theater, Jason was ambushed while on patrol, suffering wounds all over his body. Jason says his recovery has been up and down, but he considers himself lucky to have survived. His wife, Monica, encourages him, making sure he gets the treatment he needs for both his visible and invisible wounds. Part of that treatment includes golf, and Jason has worked to bring a Salute Military Golf Association chapter to Fort Hood, Texas, to help other veterans with their physical and mental well-being.

			

		

		
			FIRST LIEUTENANT

			MELISSA STOCKWELL

			U.S. ARMY, 2002–2005
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			[See this page for profile]

			

		

		
			SPECIALIST

			MARCO VASQUEZ

			U.S. ARMY, 2001–2004

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" x 60"
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			Five years after Marco Vasquez completed his service in the Army, he was diagnosed with PTS and TBI. What Marco saw in combat left him scared, angry, and at times ashamed. Without the resources to properly deal with his invisible wounds of war, Marco struggled with substance abuse and drifted from job to job. Thankfully, his wife’s support never wavered. Today, Marco has embraced sobriety and is living a joyful life thanks to mindfulness and meditation—what he calls an “Eastern approach” of alternative forms of therapy that he encourages other veterans to consider.

			

		

		
			SERGEANT

			JUAN L. VELAZQUEZ

			U.S. ARMY, 2006–2012

			Oil on stretched canvas, 48" x 60"
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			As a combat engineer in the Army charged with patrols and route clearance, Juan Velazquez suffered a number of injuries from IED blasts during his six-year career. While receiving treatment for physical wounds, PTS, and TBI, Juan was introduced to the game of golf, which helps drown out the flashbacks from combat and the second-guessing about whether he could have done anything differently. More important to Juan’s recovery, he accepted the Lord as his Savior and looks to Him during his struggles. He credits his wife and children for inspiring him to be a better man.

			

		

	
		
			SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER

			STEVEN WININGHAM II

			U.S. NAVY, 1996–2016

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			Steven Winingham was shot by an AK-47 in Iraq in 2006, ten years after he joined the Navy.  The bullet couldn’t be safely removed, so it remains lodged near his spinal cord to this day. Yet remarkably, just seven days after being shot, Steven returned to the battlefield. Years later, Steven recognized that the wounds had taken a toll, so he sought treatment at Walter Reed and was diagnosed with TBI and PTS. Steven has recovered well. He recently earned his MBA and retired from active duty after an honorable 20-year career in the military.

			

		

		
			STAFF SERGEANT

			JOHNNIE YELLOCK

			U.S. AIR FORCE, 2007–2013

			Oil on stretched canvas, 36" x 48"
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			When Johnnie Yellock’s vehicle struck an IED in Afghanistan on July 6, 2011, Johnnie did his job as an Air Force combat controller and directed medevac helicopters for his team despite having nearly lost both legs in the blast. After more than 30 surgeries, Johnnie was able to keep his legs—though he will wear braces for the rest of his life. Shortly after his injury, Johnnie addressed a group of top military brass and discovered the positive impact he could have by sharing his story. He encourages other veterans through public speaking and recently started a career in the insurance industry.

			

		

		
			SERGEANT

			LESLIE ZIMMERMAN

			U.S. ARMY, 2001–2004
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			[See this page for profile]
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		The pages of this book contain the stories of warriors who volunteered to wear the uniform of the United States, who served courageously in Iraq and Afghanistan, and were injured in the line of duty. The men and women highlighted in Portraits of Courage are just 98 of the approximately four million post-9/11 veterans—each of whom have unique experiences and goals for their lives back home.

		President Bush and the Bush Institute are committed to our nation’s responsibility to support these veterans and their families. As they transition from their military careers into civilian life, some will face challenges including unemployment, homelessness, feelings of isolation, and symptoms from the visible and invisible wounds of war. In addition to these burdens, research shows a civilian-military divide: most Americans say they have little understanding of the issues facing veterans, and the vast majority of veterans agree.

		At the Bush Institute, we believe that knowing our vets is the first step to honoring their service and sacrifice. To that end, we’ve developed a library of resources for both civilians and veterans at www.bushcenter.org that help bridge the gap. In addition, here’s how citizens who want to help can be a part of the solution:

		• Change the way you think about invisible wounds of war like post-traumatic stress and traumatic brain injury, taking care to eliminate any preconceived ideas or stigma. Understand that with effective treatment and support, these injuries can be overcome.

		• Take the time to understand the issues facing veterans in your community, and share what you learn with others.

		• Hire, develop, retain, and support veteran employees and their spouses.

		• Learn about and support—with your time or your money—effective organizations that help vets.

		• If you know a veteran who is transitioning out of military service and needs support, encourage them to visit bushcenter.org to find resources that will help.

		America can never fully repay our veterans, but we must try. The most important way to do so is to recognize their service in the military as a formative experience in their lives and a source of skills and values that prepare them to succeed in civilian life. By supporting and enabling our Nation’s warriors in their new missions, we unleash the potential of a generation of resourceful, determined, and experienced leaders—for the good of our vets, and our country.

		To learn more, visit

		WWW.BUSHCENTER.ORG
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