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LOW-LEVEL RAIDERS

In November 1941, Blenheim-equipped No 105 Sqn of No 2 Group at Swanton Morley airfield, in Norfolk, became the first unit in RAF Bomber Command to finally receive the revolutionary new de Havilland B Mk IV Mosquito. Although the bomber/photo-reconnaissance (PR) prototype (W4050) had flown on 25 November 1940, the only versions in service by 1941 were those used for PR work. Production had only begun at all after a long, and sometimes painful, development phase, and at one stage the project had almost been abandoned altogether. At Hatfield, de Havilland management knew that their two-crew, unarmed, wooden bomber design, which relied on speed alone to out-distance enemy fighters, was a winner, even before it had left the drawing board. However, in London at this time unarmed bombers were an anathema. When de Havilland finally received a contract for 150 Mosquitoes on 30 December 1940 it was not specified how many would be fighters and how many would be photo-reconnaissance versions, let alone bombers.

In June 1941 the fighter version was approved. Convincing the Air Ministry that they should also order into production an unarmed, wooden, bomber version was only achieved the following month after strong lobbying by de Havilland, but especially when the Mosquito was seen to perform exactly as the company said it would. In trials in December 1940, the prototype, which was fitted with Merlin 21 engines with two-speed, singlestage, superchargers, had reached speeds of 255 mph. On 16 January 1941 W4050 outpaced a Spitfire in tests at 6000 ft, and in July the aircraft (this time fitted with Merlin 61s) reached 433 mph at 28,500 ft!
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On 15 November 1941 de Havilland Chief Test Pilot, Geoffrey de Havilland Jr, demonstrated prototype Mosquito W4064 to Wg Cdr Peter H A Simmons DFC, OC No 105 Sqn, and his air- and groundcrews at their Swanton Morley base. That same month the first Mk IVs came off the Hatfield production lines, and on 17 November W4066 became the premier Mosquito B Mk IV bomber to enter RAF service when it was received by Simmons’ unit – No 105 Sqn’s first operation took place on 31 May 1942. B Mk IVs were initially so scarce that No 105 Sqn often had to share aircraft with its sister-squadron, No 139, in order to perform operations from its Norfolk base (RAF Marham)
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Aircrews from both Nos 105 and 139 Sqns pose beside a B Mk IV at RAF Marham. At far left (with his back to the camera) is Jamaican-born Fig Off Pereira of No 139 Sqn, seen here talking to Flt Lt J Gordon (unfastening his ‘Mae West’). No 139 Sqn flew their first operation on 2 July 1942 when two B Mk IVs carried out a high level bombing raid on Flensburg (RAF Marham)

When the Air Ministry finally gave the go ahead for the bomber variant, it ordered some 50 aircraft, each capable of carrying four 250-lb bombs, and further specified that the last 10 aircraft out of the 19 PR Mosquitoes contracted should also be completed as unarmed bombers. These aircraft retained the short nacelles of the early models, and came to be known as the B IV Series I. W4072, the prototype B IV bomber, flew for the first time on 8 September 1941. The 292 B IV Series II bombers that followed (27 were later converted into PR Mk IVs) differed in having longer nacelles, and they could also carry two 50-gallon droppable wing tanks in addition to a 2000-lb bomb load – made possible by simply shortening the tail stabiliser of each bomb.

On 15 November 1941 No 105 Sqn’s OC, Wg Cdr P H A Simmons DFC, and his crews were greatly impressed when de Havilland Chief Test Pilot, Geoffrey de Havilland Jr, arrived over the airfield in W4064. The ‘wooden wonder’ was far removed from the Blenheim both in power and performance, and Geoffrey de Havilland treated the unit to a spectacular piece of flying, racing low across the grass airfield at 500 ft at a speed in the region of 300 mph. The Hatfield test pilot then put the Mosquito into a vertical bank at about 3000 ft, before pulling into a tight circle that produced vapour trails from the wing tips. Only the air gunners failed to be impressed, as they were now surplus to requirements on the Mosquito, while the navigators would have to learn to operate the radio.

On 17 November W4066 – the first Mosquito bomber to enter RAF service – was received at Swanton Morley by the AOC No 2 Group, AVM d’Albiac, and his staff. A further three Mk IVs (W4064, W4068 and W4071) were later delivered by Geoffrey de Havilland and Pat Fillingham. In December No 105 Sqn moved to Horsham St Faith, just outside Norwich. Deliveries of the new aircraft were slow because of the need to develop the shortened-vane 500-lb bomb, which would then allow the Mosquito to carry four 500 ‘pounders’ in place of the smaller 250-lb bombs. By mid-May 1942 just eight Mk.IVs were operational, one of which was fitted with Lorenz beam approach equipment, while another (DK286) boasted the new Mk XIV bomb sight for operational testing.

No 2 Group were eager to despatch Mosquitoes on operations as soon as possible, and the de Havilland bomber duly made its combat debut at dawn on 31 May 1942 in the wake of the RAF’s first ever ‘Thousand Bomber’ raid – the latter had attacked Cologne. Four Mk IVs (the first of which was piloted by Sqn Ldr A R Oakeshott DFC), armed with 500-lb bombs and F.24 cameras, took off from St Faith and dropped their ordnance on the recently devastated city. They then quickly photographed the results of Operation Millenium before returning to base. Oakeshott was the first to reach the target area, overflying Cologne at 24,000 ft and dropping his four bombs from this height. However, smoke from the ‘Thousand Bomber’ raid had by this time settled at 14,000 ft, thus obstructing the squadron leader’s his photo run. Oakeshott duly returned to Norfolk, but two other Mosquitoes (flown by Plt Offs W D Kennard and E R Johnson) were downed by anti-aircraft fire over the target area.

Just after noon on the following day two crews (Plt Off Costello-Bowen and Wt Off Tommy Broom, and Flt Lt J E Houlston and Flt Sgt J L Armitage) again bombed Cologne from high level, although on this occasion they both returned safely. Later that afternoon Sqn Ldr R J Channer DFC took off and flew in thick cloud to within 60 miles of the city before diving down at almost 380 mph to low level to take more photographs. On the evening of 1 June two more Mosquito B Mk IVs sortied to Cologne but one failed to return.

The Mosquitoes at Horsham St Faith repeated the same tactics on the second and third ‘Thousand Bomber’ raids – the second was flown against Essen on 1/2 June, and the third and final raid targeted Bremen on 25/26 June. Flt Lt D A ‘George’ Parry and Flg Off Victor Robson flew a lone 2 hr 5 min round trip to Essen and dropped their four 500-lb bombs on the target, but smoke again rendered photography impossible. On 25/26 June six No 105 Sqn B Mk IVs flew bombing and photo-recce missions both during and after the third ‘Thousand Bomber’ raid. These first sorties helped gain experience for the operations that lay ahead.
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No 105 Sqn B IVs DZ353/E and DZ367/J formate for the camera at altitude. The latter Mosquito failed to return from a raid to Berlin on 30 January 1943, Sqn Ldr D F W Darling DFC and Fig Off W Wright both losing their lives. DZ353 later served with No 139 Sqn before joining No 627 Sqn, No 8 Group (PFF), as AZ-T on 24 November 1943. On 8 January 1944 it crashed whilst taking off from the Vickers-Armstrong factory at Weybridge following a double gear leg collapse – neither its pilot, Wg Cdr G H B Hutchinson, or navigator, Fig Off F French, were seriously injured. Subsquently repaired and re-coded AZ-B, the veteran bomber was shot down during a raid on the marshalling yards at Rennes on 8 June 1944, with the loss of Flt Lt H ‘Harry’ Steere DFM and Fig Off K W ‘Windy’ Gale DFC, RAAF. The former was actually a Spitfire ace from 1940, having served with No 19 Sqn – see Osprey Aircraft of the Aces 12 Spitfire Mk I/II Aces 1939-41 for further details (RAF Marham)

In between these historic Bomber Command operations taking place, No 139 Sqn was formed at Horsham St Faith on 8 June. Headed by Wg Cdr Peter Shand DFC, the unit was manned by crews and a handful of Mosquito Mk IVs from No 105 Sqn. On 2 July the first joint attack by the two units took place when four aircraft from No 105 Sqn carried out a low-level attack on the U-boat yards at Flensburg whilst two Mosquitoes from No 139 Sqn bombed the same target from high level. Two Mosquitoes were destroyed by German fighters, with Gp Capt J C Mac-Donald being made a PoW and the recently-promoted Wg Cdr A R Oakeshott DFC being killed, along with his navigator Flg Off V F E Treherne DFM. Sqn Ldr Jack Houlston came off the yards pursued by three Fw 190s, whilst Flt Lt G P Hughes was chased by two more after being hit by flak. Both pilots made good their escape by hugging the wave tops and using +12 lbs of boost, which allowed them to outpace their pursuers.

On 11 July six Mosquitoes from No 105 Sqn bombed the Flensburg yards once again as part of a diversion for 44 Lancasters sent to hit the U-boat yards at Danzig. Plt Off Laston returned with part of his fin blown away by flak, while Flt Lt G P Hughes and Flg Off T A Gabe were killed when their Mosquito crashed possibly as a result of flying too low. Sgt Peter W R Rowland was somewhat luckier, however, as he returned to Horsham with pieces of chimney pot lodged in the noseof in DK296!

The rest of July saw a mixture of daylight operations ranging from low and high level bombing to bombing using cloud cover against targets at Ijmuiden, in Holland, and cities throughout Germany. The primary purpose of these raids was to cause the air raid sirens to sound, which resulted in maximum disruption to German industry.

THE EDWARDS ERA

On 3 August 1942 Wg Cdr Hughie I Edwards VC, DFC arrived from Malta to take over command of No 105 Sqn. An Australian who had won the VC for his courageous leadership on a Blenheim raid on Bremen on 4 July 1941, Edwards’ arrival coincided with that of Flt Lt Charles Patterson, who had also flown a tour on Blenheims (with No 114 Sqn);

‘I was initially sent to a Boston unit, but I managed to get a transfer to Hughie Edwards’ squadron. The Mosquito was an exciting new aeroplane, and it was everyones’ ultimate aim and ambition to fly it. The rumour got about that it was able to fly unarmed across Europe and get away with it because it was as fast, if not faster, than the enemy fighters. It was such a wonderful aeroplane that it became everyones’ dream in our little world to get on to a Mosquito unit. It was certainly mine.

‘Edwards was legendary in No 2 Group not only for what he had done, but for what a wonderful individual he was. He made a tremendous impact just by his mere presence. The quality of his leadership was elusive, indescribable. It had something to do with his presence and ability to inspire. He was very imaginative and sensitive, but he placed a premium on efficiency and made it clear that this had two purposes. One was that the target must be hit, secondly, that crews should cover every possibility that would ensure their survival. He studied the tactics of survival combined with success to a greater degree than any other wing commander with whom I came into contact. He inspired crews not by appeals to their sense of duty and purpose, but through the supreme achievement of allowing them to conquer their fear. Far from playing down fear, he brought it into the open and made conquering it the ultimate goal. I didn’t find this particular approach in any other leader I came across. He made no attempt to conceal his own fear.
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This still was taken from the camera film loaded aboard DK296/G-George crewed by Sqn Ldr George Parry DSO, DFC* and Fig Off Victor ‘Robbie’ Robson DFC* during the No 105 Sqn raid on the Gestapo HQ in Oslo on 25 September 1942. Parry led the attack by the four Mosquitoes, and this shot shows a direct hit by him (marked ‘A’ at far left) and the bombs about to burst on the Victoria Terrasse (the ordnance had 11-second delay fuses fitted). ‘B’ denotes the central domed cupola on which the crews saw the Nazi flag flying, and ‘C’ marks the large white University building at the top left of the photo. Of the 12 bombs dropped, 5 did not explode and 3 went through the HQ building and detonated outside (BAe Hatfield via Philip Birtles)

‘I think the best example I can give of this was when six crews, led by Edwards, were to go on a high level dawn raid on cities in the Ruhr at a time when casualties on this kind of operation were particularly heavy. We were sitting having breakfast in a naturally very gloomy atmosphere at about five in the morning when Tony Wickham, a young pilot officer going on his first trip, suddenly burst out and said, “I suppose this is a death or glory effort?” Well, pilot officers on their first trip were not supposed to speak on those occasions at all. Most of us reacted





















OEBPS/images/9781472800497_img003.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781472800497_cover.jpg
© OSPREY COMBAT AIRCRAFT « 4 | ©®

MOSQUITO
BONBER/FICHTER"BOMBER
INETSH90%05

Marti man






OEBPS/images/9781472800497_img004.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781472800497_titlea.jpg
OSPREY

PUBLISHING





OEBPS/images/9781472800497_img001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781472800497_title.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781472800497_img002.jpg





