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				Some don’t like that, but that’s the way I am.”
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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				Burned into the memories of many of those who were glued to their TV sets to witness the event, the speech given by Diana Spencer’s younger brother at her funeral on 6 September 1997 gave us a line that summed up her character perfectly. “Diana was the very essence of compassion, of duty, of style, of beauty. All over the world she was a symbol of selfless humanity.” 

				Though she was in many ways a divisive figure in her lifetime, Diana, Princess of Wales, remains an icon. The word befits her charm, her philanthropic work, her playful approach to motherhood – and her fashion sense. 

				But what makes somebody an icon? It’s a word thrown around too freely in this age of social media exaggeration. To be iconic is to be idolized in life – and in death. It’s to be known by your first name alone. It’s to be not merely representative of one era but to live on as an eternal memory, remaining relevant in future decades. Many of Diana’s biggest fans didn’t witness the frenzy she created while she was alive, but they’ll continue to find new reasons to fall in love with her and refresh her legacy in new ways.

			

		

		
			
				Introduction

			

		

		
			
				Diana attends an event in Italy sporting crystal heart earrings by Butler & Wilson and a silk suit by Bruce Oldfield, 1985.
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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				Diana’s outfits have come to represent far more than she could ever have imagined. Even media commentators of the eighties and nineties, who were obsessed with her, could not have predicted her current rebirth across social media. Millennials, just old enough to remember her, and Gen Zers, many born after her death, bring a whole new level of analysis and imitation to her most famous looks.

				Diana’s story is the haunting tale of a princess who came to a tragic end. The public will never have all the answers, but for each new generation there’s an allure in shaping our own interpretation of her story. Once the most photographed woman alive, she leaves behind a documentary legacy unmatched by anyone before her. At the touch of a button or the turn of a page, it’s ours to analyze: the messages contained in her fashion choices and the magic of the threads that were woven to create a wardrobe unlike any other. 

			

		

		
			
				Diana wears one of her trademark pieces of jewellery, an emerald choker, to the Newport International Competition for Young Pianists in 1985. 

			

		

		
			
				“Only do what your heart tells you.”
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				STYLE TRAJECTORY 

			

		

		
			
				Born Diana Spencer on 1 July 1961 to parents John Spencer and Frances Shand Kydd, Lady Diana would go on to become one of the most famous faces of the twentieth century. Her rise to fame began with her marriage to Charles III, then the Prince of Wales, but many would forever remember her for her charm and her unshakable kindness. And alongside her philanthropy and her dedication to making the world a better place, her wardrobe would always shine bright. 

				From the frill collars of the eighties to the mini dresses of the nineties, Diana’s inspirational life of independence and charitable deeds was accompanied by outfits that always told a story. Now, decades later, her legacy lives on through the modern-day It girls, pop stars and leading actresses who continue to reference Diana’s daring looks both on and off the red carpet. 

				What did it take for this somewhat shy, affectionate child to become the most famous woman in the world? Many pages and many words have gone into tracing this lineage, drawing a thousand conclusions. But what if the clothes signalled more than anyone who was watching thought? Observe Diana’s evolution from preppy Sloane Ranger to world-famous femme fatale and draw your own conclusions. 

			

		

		
			
				A teenage Diana is captured by photographer Arthur Edwards on a break from her duties at a nursery in Pimlico, 1980.
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				STYLE TRAJECTORY 

			

		

		
			
				The early eighties was an unforgettable time for fashion. In New York there were the hip-hop crews in their baggy clothes and sportswear ensembles. London was inhabited by an eclectic mix of leather-clad punks, New Romantics (defined by their stark make-up, larger-than-life hair and Gothic style) and, most importantly (for this book, anyway), Sloane Rangers. 

				A unique, British approach to what many Americans would define as the “preppy” look, the Sloane Ranger style was embodied and defined by the upper-middle-class youth who lived near Sloane Square, in the London district of Kensington. Amid a sea of Barbour jackets, corduroy trousers and flowing pleated skirts, we meet the shy 19-year-old Diana Spencer. Diana was to bring the Sloane Ranger style to the international stage – but at the time, her look was very much a drop in the bucket, simply the uniform that everyone wore. It signalled that she belonged to a particular class. The Sloane wardrobe was said to have been influenced by a traditionally minded lifestyle which took in weekends at the family home in the country and weekday glasses of red at one of the higher-end drinking holes in the area. The Fulham pub The White Horse, known to locals as the Sloaney Pony, was full of Sloane Ranger types throughout the early eighties. 

				Diana’s role in bringing Sloane Ranger style to the masses is highlighted by her cover spot on The Official Sloane Ranger Handbook, released in 1982, two years after the release of The Official Preppy Handbook, which defined the Sloane’s 

			

		

		
			
				Sloane Ranger
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				STYLE TRAJECTORY 

			

		

		
			
				ABOVE A young Diana is captured by paparazzi in Kensington amid rumours that she is dating Prince Charles, 1980.

				OVERLEAF Posing a contrast to the Sloane Rangers were the New Romantics, pictured here on Chelsea's King's Road, 1980.
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				A typical Sloane couple, here attending a horse race in Liverpool, 1985. 

			

		

		
			
				“When Diana Spencer began to appear in newspapers in the summer of 1980, the Sloane Ranger style began its gallop down to the high streets.”

			

		

		
			
				THE OFFICIAL SLOANE RANGER HANDBOOK
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				The Official Sloane Ranger Handbook inspired books like The Official Sloane Ranger Diary, with Diana appearing on the cover.
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