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      oPPOSITE Valentino Clemente Ludovico Garavani.

    

  


  
    
      INTRODUCTION

    

  


  
    
      “I know what women want. They want to be beautiful.”


      Valentino Garavani

    

  


  
    
      There are few designers more synonymous with glamour than Valentino Garavani. Known simply by his first name, the Italian designer is the celebrity’s favourite when it comes to Oscar gowns in “Valentino Red” or society wedding dresses in exquisite concoctions of lace and organza. He has enjoyed great success in the world of fashion, both critically and commercially, over a period of almost 50 years. 


      Named after the screen idol Rudolph Valentino, he was a child obsessed by the sirens of the golden age of cinema, so it is fitting that once Valentino opened his own atelier in Rome in 1959, his first big client was Elizabeth Taylor. His clientele soon grew to include other famous actresses and socialites, most notably the style icon Jackie Kennedy.


      Valentino not only created wonderful clothes for these famous and beautiful women, but he also developed lifelong close friendships with many of them. Along with his partner 
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      Giancarlo Giammetti, he quickly became a celebrity in his own right and cemented his status as one of the world’s leading haute couture designers by delivering the elegant, tailored daywear and stunning, embellished evening gowns so beloved by his high-society clients. 


      During the 1970s, Valentino was taken under the wing of the legendary Vogue editor Diana Vreeland, and spent a considerable amount of time in New York, becoming part of the fashionable Studio 54 crowd alongside iconic names such as Andy Warhol, who later produced a series of screen prints of the designer. The following two decades saw a return to Rome, where Valentino produced biannual haute couture and ready-to-wear collections, managing to successfully navigate the fine line between his classic silhouette and the trends of the day, even when he confessed to hating the 1980s silhouette.


      Despite some financial wobbles around the turn of the millennium, when the Valentino label was sold twice within a period of five years, Valentino himself continued to remain actively involved in the company until his retirement in 2008. In tribute, several retrospectives of his work were held along with the screening of a behind-the-scenes film, Valentino: The Last Emperor. All served to underline Valentino’s huge achievements and importance within the world of fashion design. 


      After his retirement, the creative direction of Valentino was taken in hand by the designers Maria Grazia Chiuri and Pierpaolo Piccioli. Under their stewardship, the label has flourished in a modern era, appealing to a new raft of young celebrity clients while still retaining the heritage of Valentino and his old-school glamour. It may not look quite the same, but today’s red-carpet gown is as likely to bear the label Valentino as ever.

    

  


  
    
      OPPOSITE In 1967, Valentino opened a new, grander atelier on Via Gregoriana, where he moved all his business and design operations. He is pictured here shortly after the move, surrounded by models wearing his fabulous printed gowns.
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      GLAMOROUS BEGINNINGS

    

  


  
    
      Valentino Clemente Ludovico Garavani was born on 11 May 1932, in the small town of Voghera in the Lombardy region of Italy. As a child, he was transfixed by actresses such as Lana Turner, Hedy Lamarr and Judy Garland. In an interview for System magazine by Hans Ulrich Obrist in 2015, Valentino remembered visiting the cinema, aged just seven, with his older sister, to be captivated by “beautiful films with beautiful stars wearing beautiful dresses; for me at that time, they were like a dream” 

    

  


  
    
      This early passion for the cinema would remain central to Valentino throughout his career, not only as a source of design inspiration but also as a world where he found many of his muses. The love affair with performance continued even after his retirement in 2008: he went on to create costumes for the Paris Opera Ballet and the New York City Ballet. In 2016, along with his successors at Valentino, Maria Grazia Chiuri and Pierpaolo Piccioli, he created the costumes for Sofia Coppola’s production of La Traviata. 

    

  


  
    
      oPPOSITE Valentino was devoted to Rome’s glamorous Italian actresses from the very beginning of his career. Here he adjusts the hem of one of his dresses, worn by Silvana Pampanini in 1956. 
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      ABOVE Valentino Clemente Ludovico Garavani was born on 11 May, 1932 in Voghera, a small town in the Lombardy region of Italy, pictured here in 2020. 

    

  


  
    
      As a child and young adult, Valentino was particularly captivated by the glamour of evening dresses, which he spent many hours sketching, an interest which anticipated his future success. He explained to Obrist: “My cousins used to dress very, very well, and every time they wore an evening gown, I was there staring at them.”


      Inspired to be a fashion designer for as long as he could remember, Valentino was as passionate about art as he was 
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      about dresses, and he moved to Milan in 1949 to study fashion illustration at the Santa Maria Institute. Aware that to become a serious designer he would need to study in Paris, he also took a course to learn French before moving there, where he studied at the École des Beaux-Arts and the École de Chambre Syndicale de la Couture Parisienne. Valentino was immediately captivated by the French haute couture houses that represented the pinnacle of the fashion industry. The culture of fashion 
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