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This is a compendium of knowledge converted into a book form for the benefit of general public specially persons not familiar with Islam. Author is neither a Muslim preacher nor a cleric. The views of others may differ. Please refer to Quran and other authentic sources for further guidance.   The views expressed here and selections of verses from Quran are author’s own. Author is not a religious cleric but a common practicing muslim. For further explanation and guidance please refer to original source and consult religious and scripture experts. Author/ publisher/ distributor/seller do not, in any way, be responsible for any discrepancy/misprint/ misrepresentation/ dispute in this book.  
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To All the Seekers and Providers of Truth and Knowledge who make this planet a better place to live in. 
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May the peace be upon you

May you get the choicest blessings from Almighty, the One God

In a world characterized by diversity and complexity, understanding one another's beliefs and cultures is of paramount importance. This holds especially true when it comes to religion, as faith plays a fundamental role in shaping the lives, values, and worldviews of billions of people across the globe. 

Among the world's major religions, Islam stands as one of the most widely practiced, with over a billion followers who share a profound connection with the Quran, their holy book. Yet, for many non-Muslims, the teachings of Islam and the Quran remain a mystery, shrouded in false propaganda, misconceptions as also some misunderstandings.

This book in your hands is a comprehensive exploration aimed at bridging the gap between those who follow Islam and those who seek to understand it better. It serves as an open invitation to embark on a journey of knowledge, empathy, and respect. Within these pages, we will delve into the rich tapestry of Islamic belief system and practice, and we together will approach the Quran as a source of inspiration, guidance, hope, and contemplation for Muslims worldwide.

Our primary objective is to provide non-Muslim readers with a balanced and accurate introduction to Islam and the Quran, devoid of prejudice or bias. Throughout this book, we will unravel the intricacies of Islamic beliefs, the life, and teachings of the Prophet Muhammad, the Five Pillars of Islam, and the basic concepts of Islam. We will also address common misconceptions and stereotypes, seeking to foster a more informed and tolerant global society.

Our approach is one of inclusivity and mutual respect. We encourage open-minded exploration, dialogue, and engagement. Whether you are a student, a researcher, an educator, or simply a curious reader, this book is designed to provide you with a solid foundation in the understanding of Islam and the Quran.

To the non-Muslim readers, I hope that this book serves as a bridge between cultures and beliefs, fostering a deeper appreciation for the diversity of the human experience. 

To our Muslim brothers and sisters, we aim to provide a resource that may help you share your faith with others and, more importantly, contribute to the cause of promoting tolerance and understanding in an increasingly interconnected world.

I personally thank you for embarking on this journey with me. Let's explore the teachings and traditions of Islam with an open heart and an open mind, as we strive to build a more harmonious world, one where the power of knowledge and empathy transcends the boundaries of faith and culture.

A world of eternal bliss.
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Chapter 1

Introduction to the Quran
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The Quran, sometimes spelled as "Koran," is the holy scripture of Islam. For over a billion Muslims worldwide, it is much more than just a book; it is a source of divine guidance, a spiritual compass, and a timeless message from God. 

The Word of God

The Quran is the literal word of God, as revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over a period of approximately 23 years. This divine revelation began in the year 610 CE when Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) received the first revelation in the cave of Hira, near Mecca, and continued until his passing in 632 CE. 

These revelations were conveyed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by the Arch Angel Gabriel (Jibrael) and were received in Arabic. 

Muslims hold the Quran in the highest regard and believe it to be the ultimate source of guidance for all aspects of life, from morality and ethics to law and spirituality. 

The Quran provides answers to fundamental questions about the purpose of life, creation plan of God, the nature of God, and the path to salvation. Its message is universal and addresses both the individual and the collective, providing a comprehensive framework for personal conduct and societal organization irrespective of one’s religion and ethnicity.

The Structure of the Quran

The Quran is divided into chapters called "Surahs," and each Surah is further divided into verses known as "Ayahs." There are 114 Surahs of varying lengths, with the longest being Surah Al-Baqara and the shortest being Surah Al-Kawthar. In total, the Quran contains approximately 6,236 Ayahs. The Surahs are not arranged in chronological order but are organized based on a general theme or subject matter. 

Surah Al-Fatiha, which is a short but significant prayer for guidance, serves as the opening Surah of the Quran and is recited in daily prayers by Muslims. Its translation is as hereunder-

“In the name of Allah who is most beneficent and merciful”

“I praise and acknowledge that Allah is the sustainer of all realms of creations. He is most beneficent and merciful, master of day of judgement, we worship Him and seek His guidance, please guide us to straight path, the path of those upon whom You bestowed your blessing, not of those upon whom your wrath befell and who went astray.” (Quran 1. 1-7)

The Quran's arrangement reflects a divine order that holds deeper significance and is meant to facilitate the understanding of its message.

The Language and Style

The Quran is renowned for its eloquence, profound wisdom, and unique literary style. It is written in classical Arabic, and its linguistic and rhetorical qualities have captivated scholars, poets, and linguists for centuries. 

The Quranic text is marked by its use of metaphors, allegories, parables, and powerful, evocative language. This distinct style is often described as "inimitable," as it is believed to be impossible for humans to replicate or imitate.

Throughout the Quran, God often addresses humanity directly, providing guidance, exhortation, and lessons through stories of past prophets and communities. The use of repetition, vivid imagery, and concise but potent verses is intended to encourage deep reflection and contemplation.

The Themes of the Quran

The Quran covers a wide range of themes, including:

Monotheism: Central to the Quran's message is the belief in the oneness of God (Tawhid), the cornerstone of Islamic faith.

Guidance and Law: The Quran provides guidelines for living a righteous life, encompassing ethical principles, moral values, and legal injunctions (Sharia).

Prophets and Messengers: It discusses the lives and missions of various prophets, emphasizing the continuity of God's guidance throughout history.

Day of Judgment: The Quran categorically speaks of the hereafter and the consequences of one's actions in this world, highlighting the importance of accountability.

Social Justice: It addresses societal issues, promoting charity, compassion, and the welfare of the less fortunate.

Spirituality: The Quran encourages self-reflection, prayer, and devotion to God as essential aspects of one's relationship with the divine.

Tolerance and Understanding: It calls for respect for other faiths and emphasizes the importance of dialogue and mutual understanding.

Message of Hope: Throughout the Quran, God emphasizes on His mercy to everyone and that no one should despair or lose hope due to their misdeeds. God is ever merciful and understanding. 

Inference 

Quran is a divinely revealed book which not only guides us in the matters of faith and God’s worship but also a message of hope for the humankind. It provides general rules for all matters of personal and societal wellbeing as well as a peek into after life.
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