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            Sometime during the first half of the 60s AD, Peter, one of the original twelve disciples, wrote this letter from Rome to believers scattered throughout the regions of Asia Minor, now Turkey. Peter observed that growing difficulties and persecution were causing doubts among some Christians, who wondered if God had abandoned them. He wrote to encourage them, giving them hope and meaning in the midst of their suffering.
The opening verse of the epistle says that it was written by Peter, who was clearly the leader among Christ's apostles. The gospel writers emphasize this fact by placing his name at the head of every list of the apostles (Matthew 10; Mark 3; Luke 6; Acts 1) and by including more information about him in the four Gospels than about any other person besides Christ. Originally known as Simon (Greek) or Simeon (Hebrew), Mark 1:16; John 1:40, 41, Peter was the son of Jonah (Matthew 16:17), who was also known as John (John 1:42), and a member of a family of fishermen who lived in Bethsaida and later in Capernaum. Andrew, Peter's brother, brought him to Christ (Jn 1:40-42). He was married, and his wife apparently accompanied him in his ministry (Mk 1:29-31; 1 Cor 9:5).
Peter was called to follow Christ early in the Lord's ministry (Mark 1:16, 17), and later he was established as an apostle (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:14-16). Christ renamed him Peter (Greek) or Cephas (Aramaic), both words meaning "stone" or "rock" (John 1:42). The Lord clearly chose Peter to give special lessons throughout the Gospels (Matthew 10; 16:13-21; 17:1-9; 24:1-7; 26:31-33; John 6:6; 21:3-7, 15-16). He was the spokesman for the twelve, expressing their thoughts and questions as well as his own. His triumphs and weaknesses are recounted in the Gospels and Acts 1-12.
After the resurrection and ascension, Peter initiated the plan to choose a replacement for Judas (Acts 1:15). After the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4), he was empowered to become the chief preacher of the gospel from the day of Pentecost forward (Acts 2-12). He also performed remarkable miracles in the early days of the church (Acts 3-9) and opened the door of the gospel to the Samaritans (Acts 8) and the Gentiles (Acts 10). According to tradition, Peter had to watch his wife being crucified, but he encouraged her with the words, "Remember the Lord." When the time came for him to be crucified, it is said that he pleaded and said that he was not worthy to be crucified like his Lord, but rather to be crucified upside down (67-68 AD), which tradition says he was.
Because of his unique prominence, there was no shortage of false documents in the early church that falsely claimed to be written by Peter. However, the fact that the apostle Peter is the author of 1 Peter is certain. The material in this letter bears the definitive reflection of his messages in the book of Acts. The letter teaches, for example, that Christ is the Stone rejected by the builder (2:7, 8; Acts 4:10, 11), and that Christ is not partial (1:17; Acts 10:34). Peter teaches his readers to clothe themselves "with humility" (5:5), echoing the moment when the Lord girded himself with a towel and washed the disciples' feet (Jn 13:3-5). There are other statements in the letter similar to the sayings of Christ (4:14; 5:7, 8). Furthermore, the author claims to have witnessed Christ's sufferings (5:1; 3:18; 4:1). If this internal evidence were not enough, it is worth noting that the early Christians universally recognized this letter as the work of Peter.
The only significant doubt that arises about Peter's authorship stems from the rather classical style of Greek used in the letter. Some have argued that Peter, being an "uneducated" fisherman (Acts 4:13), could not have written in sophisticated Greek, especially in light of the less classical style of Greek used in the writing of 2 Peter. However, this argument is not without a good response. First, the fact that Peter was "uneducated" does not mean that he was illiterate, but only that he lacked academic, rabbinical training in the Scriptures. Furthermore, although Aramaic may have been Peter's primary language, Greek would have been a widely spoken second language in Palestine. It is also apparent that at least some of the NT authors, although not highly educated, could read the Greek of the Septuagint OT.
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Introduction
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We begin our study today, dear reader, in the first epistle of the Apostle Peter. First of all we will say something about the writer.

The author introduced himself as follows in chapter 1, verse 1: Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ,

Peter was described as an ignorant fisherman, but no person who had spent 3 years in the school of Jesus could be considered ignorant. Peter's epistles confirm this statement. Peter, dealt with doctrinal issues and developed important themes. In the first verses he expounded the great doctrines of election, foreknowledge, sanctification, obedience, the blood of Christ, the Trinity, the grace of God, salvation, revelation, glory, faith and hope. One could not accumulate so much doctrine in a few verses. The way he approached these subjects revealed that he was by no means an ignorant fisherman.

In reading these epistles one can appreciate the great change that took place in Peter's life. In the past he had been impetuous, but at this time he was patient. When he first met Jesus he was reckless, clumsy, and spoke rashly. We imagine that when Jesus saw him, he said to him, "Now you are a very weak person, but from you I am going to make a man firm as a rock. And you will be built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, who is the Rock." Peter made it clear that the Lord Jesus was the rock on which the church was built. Interestingly, although his name means "rock," he said that all believers are also little rocks. In this first letter, chapter 2, verse 5, he wrote: 5You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house. It was as if he was saying that every believer is like a Simon Peter. The apostle never took an elevated position, as we will see in his epistles. At the beginning of his epistle, he introduced himself as an apostle—-he was simply one of them. Although whenever the apostles were mentioned his name figured at the top of the list, and although the Lord chose him to preach the first sermon on the Day of Pentecost, he did not feel himself elevated above the other apostles.

Date of letter writing

Peter wrote his letters after Paul had written his, between 64 and 67 A.D., after the bloody Nero had come to the throne and when the persecution against Christians was beginning. According to tradition, Peter himself suffered martyrdom. Now let us consider the

Place of writing

Here we highlight the passage in chapter 5, verse 13, which says: 13The church which is in Babylon, chosen together with you, and Mark my son, greet you. Some have believed that Babylon was used here in a symbolic or metaphorical sense, that Peter was referring to Rome. However, there is no reason to believe that he used the name of the city of Babylon in a metaphorical sense. Peter was an apostle who did not write in a symbolic way, as did the apostle John in the book of Revelation. Peter wrote in a practical and direct way. He came down to the level of everyday life. We believe that if in this passage he had referred to Rome, he would have written the name of the city.

In our opinion, Simon Peter never went to Rome. We believe that he was in Asia Minor, which was the great heart of the Roman Empire, although he was not the apostle who opened that territory to evangelical work. We think he followed the apostle Paul. Paul would never have gone to Rome if Peter had gone before him to preach the Gospel there, because Paul made it clear that he went to places where the Gospel had not been preached before. And since Rome was on Paul's itinerary, it seems obvious to conclude that Paul, not Peter, founded the church of Rome.

Now, another valid argument to indicate that Peter was in Babylon, rather than in Rome, is based on the list of places to which he went. In verse 1 of this letter, we read that it was addressed to the expatriates of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. All of these places are located in Asia Minor (which is the area where Turkey is located today). In listing them, he was moving from east to west. This suggests that the writer was in the east at the time of writing this letter. The natural and ordinary way of listing geographical places is to start the list from the point where one is located. In listing the names from east to west, it seems logical to assume that he was literally in the city of Babylon.

After the Babylonian captivity, only a small group of Jews returned to their homeland -—actually, there were less than 60,000. So there was still a large colony of Jews in Babylon. Other Jews had also fled to Babylon when a great persecution promoted by Emperor Claudius began in Rome. For example, we know that Priscilla and Aquila fled from Rome to Corinth. And many others fled to Babylon, because there was a persecution of Christians and Jews. Since we know that the ministry of the apostle Peter was focused primarily on the Jews, it seems most logical to deduce that he served the colonies of Asia Minor, and especially, that of Babylon. This was still a large city situated by the Euphrates River, and many of the Jews had remained there after the end of the captivity.

Despite the fact that Papias mentioned that Peter's death took place in Rome, there is no compelling historical evidence for this assumption. We see no reason to discount the reality that Simon Peter was the apostle to work with those of the nation of Israel who had been scattered to other regions. Thus, we believe that Peter went in an easterly direction, while Paul went in a westerly direction. 

Theme

of this letter. The great theme of this epistle of Peter is Christian hope in times of suffering. Although Peter dealt with major doctrines and expounded important themes, he did not write in a cold, unfeeling style. He has been called the "Apostle of hope", while Paul has been called the "Apostle of faith", and John has been called the "Apostle of love". This letter placed great emphasis on hope, but we believe that the word that expresses the theme of this epistle is "suffering". Peter also emphasized God's grace and some Bible expositors believe that this was the main emphasis. However, the word "suffering" and some related words mentioned with it appear 16 times in this letter. The word "hope" is always linked to suffering. Therefore, we believe it would be appropriate to say that the theme of this first letter is Christian hope in times of suffering.

The apostle Peter had much to say about the suffering of Christ. The suffering of Christ was dealt with by the writer of the letter to the Hebrews and by the apostle James in his letter. The prophets also dealt with this subject. However, Peter would approach this subject in a slightly different way.

Peter spoke as the fruit of a rich experience. Dr. Leighton, in his book "A Practical Commentary on First Peter," made a timely comment that applies to Simon Peter. Said the above author, "It is a cold and lifeless thing to speak of spiritual things in a simple report; but when persons can speak of them as their own -—having part and interest in them, and some experience of their sweetness -—dissertation on them is animated with passionate affection: they cannot be mentioned except as something that comes directly from the heart, and are assimilated with such joy as if they were compelled to pour forth praise." So much for what Dr. Leyton said.

For this reason, Simon Peter, while writing about suffering, emphasized joy.

This prompts us to say something important about some young preachers. Today we have great young Bible expositors and we thank God for them. However, in listening to some of them, we are of the same opinion as that expressed by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. He and his wife once went to hear a young preacher in whose ministry they were interested. He was elegant and eloquent. After listening to him, Dr. Morgan's wife simply could not conceal her praise of this young man and said, "He is certainly a great preacher." And as she observed that Dr. Morgan did not answer her, she asked him directly, "Don't you think he is a great preacher?" And Dr. Morgan replied, "He will be a great preacher after he suffers." And so time passed and that young preacher discovered in his personal experience the cost of belonging to Christ. He went through persecution, experienced trouble in his congregation and one day he had to watch one of his sons being buried. So after some time, Dr. Morgan and his wife went to hear him again, because they were very interested in this young preacher. When they left the meeting, Dr. Morgan's wife did not want to talk much because she was afraid that he would again make a caustic remark about what she said. But at last she asked him about his opinion, and then Dr. Morgan replied that the young man had become a great preacher. It was that suffering had made all the difference.

Dr. McGee said that when he was a young pastor he talked a lot about taking a strong stand for Christ, and about suffering. He used to go to the hospital to shake hands with the sick, pray for them and tell them that the Lord would be with them. In other words, he was fulfilling the requirements of his profession as a preacher, telling others truths that he had not verified in his own experience, although he believed in those truths. But the day came when he himself had to go to the hospital, and then another preacher came to talk and pray with him. And then Dr. McGee was able to tell him that he had done the same thing before with other sick people, telling them that God was going to be with them. He further told the visiting preacher, "At the end of your visit, you are going to leave here, but I am going to stay in this hospital, and I am going to find out if what I have been telling people is nothing more than a theory, or is it true. And dear Reader, one finds out that it is true, and then, it is no longer just a theory. We know it by the fact that the Word of God affirms it and by the fact that we have experienced it in our own flesh. It is no longer necessary to argue with people about these things because one knows that they are true. One does not need to argue with anyone as to whether honey is sweet or not. And it is sweet, and there is no need to argue about it. If you don't think it's sweet, well, that's your business. But as for us, we know it is sweet because we have tasted it. That is the knowledge that comes from experience.

Simon Peter was going to present us with his theory of suffering. He was going to tell us about his own tremendous experience, and it would be beautiful for all of us that it becomes his experience and my experience.

We have divided this epistle as follows. The first division of the book is entitled "The Suffering and Security of Believers" and covers the first nine verses of chapter one. We will see that the result is joy.

The second division, in chapter one, verses 10 to 25, is entitled "Suffering and the Scriptures." Here we will see that suffering produces holiness in the life of the believer.

Then, in chapters 2 to 4, we have the third division, entitled "Suffering and the Suffering of Christ". In chapter 2, suffering produces separation. In chapter 3, it produces Christian conduct. And that conduct is manifested in the home (3:1-7) and in the church (3:8-17). In chapter 3:18-22 we see that the suffering of Christ was preached by the Spirit in the days of Noah. Furthermore, in chapter 4 we will see that suffering produces obedience to God's will.

The fourth and final division is found in chapter 5 and is entitled "Suffering and the Second Coming of Christ". First, it produces service and hope (5:1-4) and second, it produces humility and patience (5:5-14). 

1 Peter 1 - Suffering and the security of believers

Many people have never had the feeling of security in their salvation. The assurance of the believer is a doctrine we have always believed, although it took us a long time to come to that feeling of assurance of our own salvation. So many believers are not sure of their salvation. Why? Because suffering and the assurance of the believer go together. And do you know what this experience produces? Well, it produces joy; can you imagine?

Let us now read the first verse, which is loaded with meaning:

"Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the expatriates from the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia."

First of all, we speak of his name. "Petros", which means stone. The day of Pentecost was behind him and he knew what it was like to take a stand for Christ. He had been arrested and put in jail. He had been threatened and was aware that crucifixion, that is, death on a cross, awaited him in the future. Peter was a man who knew what he was talking about.

Here the writer introduced himself as Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ. Although he headed the list of apostles, he was not to be placed above the other apostles. When the apostle Paul went to Jerusalem to consult with the apostles, he spoke with Peter, James and John. He said that they seemed to be pillars of the church, but Paul did not learn the Gospel from them. Paul made it clear that he received the Gospel directly from Jesus Christ and by revelation. At no time did he claim to be superior. He was an apostle and given more.

And the apostle Peter went on to say in this verse 1: to the expatriates from the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia. He was writing to the foreigners who had been scattered throughout the Roman Empire. They were the Jews, called "the Diaspora" because they were no longer in the lands of Palestine. Due to persecution and other factors, they had settled throughout the empire. If you consult a map, you will see that all these places are in Asia Minor, that is, in the area where Turkey is today. Let us remember that Paul, on his second missionary journey, tried to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit of God did not allow him to go there. We have the assurance that the apostle Peter had already preached the Gospel there and that the Holy Spirit wanted the apostle Paul to go to people who had not heard the Gospel. Paul was the apostle to the non-Jews, and Simon Peter was the apostle to the Israelites who had turned to Christ.

Well dear Reader, our time has come to an end. It has been a pleasure to have your company and we invite you to join us in this new stage that we have begun today, and in which we will go through the text of the first letter of the apostle Peter. While we await the time of our next chapter, we suggest you read up to verse 6 of this first chapter, to familiarize yourself with the content of this paragraph of the first chapter, which speaks to us of the suffering and security of believers.
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1 Peter 1:2
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Dear Reader, our journey through the first universal epistle of the Apostle Peter and we come to a part of this epistle that introduces us to doctrinal depths. Let us read verse 2 of chapter 1; which reads as follows:

"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: grace and peace be multiplied unto you."

Simon Peter here went into doctrinal depths. For example, he spoke to us of the doctrine of the Trinity; the foreknowledge of God the Father, of the sanctification of the Spirit and of being sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ. Dear Reader, do not let anyone tell you that the Bible does not teach the Trinity. For the Bible is full of references to it. Surely we cannot consider Peter as an ignorant fisherman, by the way, because he was commenting on matters that most Christians do not know much about. Theologians try to help us understand the mysterious doctrines of election and foreknowledge. For example, Chafer said in his Systematic Theology, "Having recognized God's sovereign right over His creation and having assigned to it a rational purpose in His whole plan, the truth contained in the doctrine of election follows a natural sequence, as the necessary function of one who is divine." So much for the quote.

We have to recognize that our God is a sovereign God and that the small universe we know is His. He created
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