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  Foreword


Melissa and Claudia Gunn are sisters who have spent a few years campaigning for toutouwai/New Zealand robin for NZ Bird of the Year, an annual competition run by Forest and Bird to raise awareness of New Zealand birds. Claudia is an award-winning singer-songwriter and Melissa is a scientist and author.  
A school principal told us she hadn’t been able to find a book about toutouwai for her students, so we thought we’d better make one – what better way to raise awareness? Thanks for the suggestion, Miss Dunning.
We’d also like to thank Ark in the Park for enabling Melissa to take robin photos, and NZ_birbs & Alicia Moggré for sharing their robin photos.
We hope you enjoy this book and songs. 
[image: image-placeholder]
 







  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Vital Statistics
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Meet Toutouwai
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Three types of toutouwai
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Long legs & disguised males!
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Hidden food
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Songsters
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        In decline/at risk
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Best friend in the bush!
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Activity: Toutouwai’s Search & Find
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Fullpage image
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
         Activity: Toutouwai's easier search & find
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Activity: Toutouwai’s Memory Match
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Outside Activity: Insect hunt
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Activity: Toutouwai's colouring pages
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Robin Songs
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Answer keys
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Bibliography & places to find more information
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  Vital Statistics


Names: New Zealand Robin, Toutouwai 
But also... Kakaruwai, Kakaruai, bush robin, Kakariwai, Petroica longipes, Petroica australis, Petroica australis rakiura 
 Weight: 35 grams (about the same as 3 AAA batteries).  	
Can you find anything else that weighs that much? 
 Length: 18cm from beak to tail. 	
Are there any other birds about that size in your area? 
 Lifespan: about 14 years 	
That’s considered long-lived for this sort of bird.  
 Age at first breeding: 1 year 
Age at breeding varies between different types of bird
 Number of eggs laid: 2-3 	
The eggs are creamy and speckled. South Island robins can lay up to four eggs. 








  
  Meet Toutouwai

Where in the world?


Toutouwai/New Zealand robins are only found in Aotearoa New Zealand, not in any other country (they are ‘endemic’). 

[image: image-placeholder]
There are actually four types of robins in New Zealand; the North Island robin (Toutouwai), the South Island robin (Kakaruwai), the Rakiura/Stewart Island robin (Toutouwai) - and the one you might have heard of, the Chatham Island Black robin (Karure or Kakaruia). Only the first three are known as the ‘New Zealand robin’, even though the very endangered black robin is the most well-known robin. 

[image: A toutouwai/New Zealand robin]
A toutouwai/New Zealand robin


You can think of the three New Zealand robins as brothers and sisters. Although there are related robins in Australia and the Pacific, they’re more like second cousins than siblings. 


[image: A European robin (Erithacus rubecula). Photo: M Gunn]
A European robin (Erithacus rubecula). Photo: M Gunn

The robin redbreast that you might see on Christmas cards is a totally unrelated species, not part of the same family, even though it shares the common name ‘robin’, and some similar behaviour (like coming close to people).








  
  Three types of toutouwai


Toutouwai or New Zealand robin is the name given to three of the robins found in New Zealand. These grey-and-white birds shouldn’t be confused with the Chatham Islands Black Robin (kakaruia/karure). It’s pretty easy to tell the difference - kakaruia are black, and you’ll only see them on a couple of small islands in the Chatham Islands group. If you’re anywhere else in New Zealand, the robins you’ll see will be New Zealand robins.  

 
[image: A toutouwai/North Island robin. Photo M Gunn]
A toutouwai/North Island robin. Photo M Gunn
Toutouwai are much easier to see than the black robin! If you’re in the North Island, Te Ika a Maui, you’ll find the North Island New Zealand robin (it has the scientific name Petroica longipes, meaning long-legged Petroica). 

[image: A South Island robin/kakaruwai in Kahurangi. Photo: Alicia Moggré]
A South Island robin/kakaruwai in Kahurangi. Photo: Alicia Moggré
If you’re in the South Island, Te Waipounamu, you’ll see a very similar looking bird, Petroica australis (that means ‘southern Petroica’) also known as kakaruwai, kakaruai or even kakariwai. Some people just call it the bush robin. 


[image: A Rakiura/Stewart Island robin. Photo: nz_birbs]
A Rakiura/Stewart Island robin. Photo: nz_birbs
If you’re in Rakiura, Stewart Island, you’ll find Petroica australis rakiura, which is a subspecies. That means it is closely related to the South Island robin, but not quite the same. If North Island and South Island robins are cousins, then Rakiura and South Island robins are siblings. 







  
  Long legs & disguised males!


In the photo below you can see why North Island toutouwai are named for the length of their legs! Toutouwai are good fliers, but they spend a lot of time foraging on the forest floor, looking for worms and insects. They have lots of techniques for finding food. One of them is ‘leg-trembling’. People think they might do this to stir up insects.    
[image: A long-legged toutouwai/North Island robin. Photo: M Gunn]
A long-legged toutouwai/North Island robin. Photo: M Gunn
 

Males and female robins look really similar, but there are some small differences. For example, male robins tend to have darker feathers on their backs, and the white patch on their front is more well-defined. These differences don’t become apparent until after the first mating season, so males are disguised until then!


[image: A female toutouwai/North Island robin. Photo: M Gunn]
A female toutouwai/North Island robin. Photo: M Gunn


[image: A male toutouwai/North Island robin showing white feathers behind his beak (and snacking on mealworms). Photo: M Gunn]
A male toutouwai/North Island robin showing white feathers behind his beak (and snacking on mealworms). Photo: M Gunn








  
  Hidden food


Did you know that toutouwai sometimes catch prey that are bigger than themselves? They are insect-eaters, choosing things like mealworms, cicada, weta, and even the 30cm-long native NZ earthworm!   
They will also eat small fruits when they can’t find enough insects. When they have too much to eat, they’ll store bits of insect to find later, just like squirrels do with nuts. This behaviour is called caching, and toutouwai will start caching about 5 weeks after they start to fly well (fledging). They usually find and eat the extra bits in the next day or so. The fledglings still get fed by their parents for quite a while. 

Just like people, some toutouwai are better than others at remembering where they put things. As far as we know, toutouwai are the only NZ birds who cache food. 
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  Songsters


Toutouwai are big singers, especially the males, who may sing for up to thirty minutes at a time to attract a mate. They also sing as a territorial display. They have four main song types, which are described as fullsong, subsong, downscale and chuck. Males sing the most fullsong, especially in the breeding season. The ‘chuck’ can be several notes (an alarm call) or single notes - a bit like saying ‘hi’. If there are no robins where you live, you can listen to some robin song on the  Department of Conservation’s website. You can also hear a robin singing on Claudia Robin Gunn’s song ‘Little Robin’. 


      [image: image-placeholder]






  
  In decline/at risk


Toutouwai/New Zealand robins are widespread by some measures - they are not as rare as Chatham Island black robins. But they are in decline, meaning that there are less and less of them.  
Toutouwai are vulnerable to predators like possums, cats, rats and stoats, especially when they are nesting. Female toutouwai are more likely to be predated on than males, since they incubate the eggs. Because of this difference in predation, in places where there are lots of predators there can be more males than females. You can help toutouwai populations by getting involved in local predator-free projects.  
 Loss of habitat is also big problem for New Zealand robins. They are forest birds, and they need mature bush to survive. Take a look around the area where you live. Is there any bush for robins? Could some bush be fenced off and made predator-free? 

[image: Native NZ bush which could be hiding some robins (Photo M Gunn)]
Native NZ bush which could be hiding some robins (Photo M Gunn)
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