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The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.

A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all who would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have comes from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional, and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23 “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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The books of Chronicles focus on the southern kingdom of Judah, whereas the books of Kings focus on both Israel and Judah. By focusing on the southern kingdom, the Davidic line, it hoped to encourage post-exilic restoration. Thus, one will find similarities between Kings and Chronicles. However, the focus will be on preservation as the Davidic line was ultimately where Jesus would come from.

For the reader of Chronicles, the beginning chapters can be challenging. Beginning in chapter one and continuing through chapter nine, we find genealogies. It begins with Adam, and the history of Israel is chronicled. We also find the twelve sons of Israel and the family of David. Caleb, Simeon, Reuben, Levi, and many others are mentioned. As chapter nine closes, the family of Saul is explored. From this point, the historical account begins.

Chapter ten tells of the death of Saul. This detail sets the stage for chapter eleven, where David is anointed king. The author is intentional in exploring the history of Israel. This is done to convey hope and the idea of preservation. God made a covenant with His people and, despite their waywardness, would continue to keep it. Someone from the line of David would always be on the throne. Eventually, the true King, Jesus, would come.

From chapter eleven through chapter twenty-two, the account of David is explored. However, unlike the books of Samuel, David is presented as free from flaws. Stories such as David desiring to bring the ark to Jerusalem and David’s worship as the ark is brought to Jerusalem are told. In chapter sixteen, David delivers a song of thanksgiving. Chapter seventeen tells of David’s plans to build the temple; however, Nathan receives a word from God. It is not David who will build the temple, but his son Solomon.

Continuing with David, we find in chapter eighteen his conquest of Philistia, Moab, and Edom. Chapter nineteen finds Israel and Ammon at war, and chapter twenty tells of Israel defeating the Ammonites. David is provoked to number Israel in chapter twenty-one. If you have read the books of Samuel, you will remember that this mistake came with a cost. Thus, David chooses one of three options and then builds an altar.

In the final chapter that recounts David, we find him making preparations for the temple. Although he would not build it, he still ensured that his son would have a good start. It is always wise to leave things better than we find them and to prepare future generations.

In chapter twenty-three, Solomon becomes king. The chapter continues with the numbering of the Levites and their duties. In chapter twenty-four, we find divisions of the sons of Aaron, as well as the responsibilities of the priests and Levites. Musicians and divisions of the porters are found in chapters twenty-five and twenty-six. Also, in chapter twenty-six, we find, starting in verse twenty, guards and other officials.

It can be difficult to understand a lot of this information. As readers, we have an outsider perspective. Not being Israelities and not living in the time of the writing, it can leave us wondering the value of such information. Hopefully, through this devotion, I can shed some light on the value of these scriptures. For all scripture was given by God, and not one word exists that does not have significance.

Chapter twenty-seven explores the monthly captains of the host, tribal rulers, and officials in David’s kingdom. From here, we transition to a focus on the temple. Solomon would build it, and building plans are discussed in chapter twenty-eight. In the final two verses of chapter twenty-eight, David encourages his son Solomon.

The final chapter of I Chronicles, twenty-nine, begins with bringing a willing offering to the temple. Beginning in verse ten, David blesses the LORD. As the chapter comes to a close, Solomon succeeds his father, David, as king. A summation of David’s reign is found in the final five verses.

Our history is important. While we do not dwell on the past, it is important to look at where we came from. In doing so, we can see the hand of God and His greater work. Chronicles was written after the exile. Thus, recounting the history shows how God preserved Israel. It gives an account of hope and continuity.

As we walk through these two historical accounts, we will find a God who is faithful. We will find the joy in remembering that, despite our waywardness and frailties, He loves us. He keeps His promises and His covenant. If we will forsake our wicked ways, humble ourselves, and pray, then He will hear us and restore us.
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Israel had a beginning. It began with Adam in the Garden of Eden. In time, the last Adam would come, that being Jesus (1 Cor. 15:45, KJV). Similarly, we all have a beginning. We are born into this world, uncertain of everything until we develop. As time continues, we grow. We face heartache and enjoy moments of joy. From our beginning comes the opportunity for many experiences.

For Israel, their experiences would be told by the many individuals leading up to their current position. In this chapter, we find Adam, in whom was the beginning. Noah, a righteous man who obeyed God and his sons. Abraham, the father of faith, and his two sons round out the first twenty-eight verses. Closing out the chapter are Ishmael and Isaac’s descendants, as well as the kings of Edom. Israel recounts the good (righteousness and faith) and the bad (disobedience) through a genealogical account.

We have our origin as well. While we may never know everyone in our family line, stories are passed down. My father was a man of faith and an encourager. I was blessed with twenty-two years before he passed from this life. I remember him and others I encountered, as they had a lasting impact on my life. They helped shape who I am today.

As we look at the first set of names, see beyond simply a name. What does that person represent? What legacy did they leave behind? There may not be information on everyone. However, those you can study and explore will help you see the rich history of Israel. Also, remember that Israel had returned from exile. It was important to remind themselves and reestablish a sure foundation. Mistakes had been made. It was time to return to the Truth, for only then could the pathway to greater things be made certain.
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Continuing with genealogical accounts, chapter two begins with the twelve sons of Israel (Jacob), comprised of two verses. Following this, we find the sons of Judah (vv. 3-17), descendants of Hezron (vv. 18-24), sons of Jerahmeel (vv. 25-41), and the family of Caleb (vv. 42-55). Again, these names can be more closely examined to understand meaning and history. For this devotional, we look at two verses, three and seven.

In verse three, we find Er, the firstborn of Judah, mentioned. Most names in these genealogical accounts are simply that, a name. However, here we find an additional line of text. Er was “evil in the sight of the LORD...” (v. 3). Imagine being remembered for the evil you had done. In verse seven, we find something similar. Achar, who is Achan, is mentioned. If you remember from the book of Joshua, he kept things when the walls of Jericho fell, which he was not supposed to keep. In this verse, again, we find an additional line. “...the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the thing accursed” (v. 7).

This devotion at this point seems negative. Two individuals who troubled Israel and God punished. However, a valuable lesson is taught. We will be remembered in one of two ways, for the good that we did or the evil. The choice is ours. We can live our lives as we want, choosing to please ourselves. We can gather riches and goods, fame and status, and puff ourselves up with pride. We can treat people
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