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 How to use this Book

 


For each of the
175 plus historical or Traditional Covered Bridges remaining in New
England, we have included photographs as well as descriptive and
statistical data. Traditional Covered Bridges are those that follow
the building practices of the Nineteenth Century and the early part
of the Twentieth Century or those built later that follow those
methods. All of these bridges have had repairs done as portions
wear out, and some may have been almost entirely replaced through
the years. I have used "The National Society for the Preservation
of Covered Bridges, Inc." list of what they consider as Traditional
Bridges.

 


Following is
data included for each bridge

 


Name: This is listed in bold type, and
where there are other names, it is the common name or the name
listed on an accompanying plaque.

 


Other Names: Underneath the Common
Name in brackets, you will find other names that the bridge has
been known by.

 


Nearest Township and County
are listed.

 


It is
frustrating to go on an excursion to see something and not be able
to find it. This book offers you multiple ways to ensure that
doesn't happen.

 


GPS Position: This is our recommended
method. Enter the coordinates in a good GPS unit and it should take
you right there. You, of course, must use care that you are not led
off road or on a dangerous route. In particular be careful you are
not led onto a non-maintained road in the winter.

 


Detailed Driving Directions:
Directions from a town near to the bridge.

 


Builder: If known, the name of the
original builder(s) is listed.

 


Year Built: As well as the year built,
if it has been moved it will shown with the year preceded by the
letter M and, if a major repair has been done, the year will be
shown preceded by the letter R.

 


Truss Type: The type for the
particular bridge will be listed. If you are interested in more
information on the various types of trusses, access "Truss Types"
from the Table of Contents.

 


Dimensions: The length and number of
spans.

 


Photo Tips: We try to give you some
idea of what opportunities you have as well as restrictions, and
special items you may want to incorporate into the picture. You may
also find some useful ideas from reading "Photographing Covered
Bridges" from the Table of Contents.

 


Notes: A place where you can find
additional items of interest about the bridge.

 


World Index Number:

Covered bridges
are assigned a number to keep track of them which consists of three
numbers separated by hyphens.



The first
number represents the number of the U.S. State in alphabetical
order. Following number 50 for the 50th state are additional
numbers for Canadian provinces. Thus the numbers 05 represents
California.

 


The second set
of numbers represents the county of that state, again based on
alphabetical order. Humboldt is the 12th county alphabetically in
California, and it is designated as 05-12.

 


Each bridge in
that county is given a number as it was discovered or built. Zane's
Ranch was the fifth bridge discovered or built in the County of
Humboldt, California and it therefore has the designation of
05-12-05. Sometimes you will see the first set of numbers replaced
by the abbreviation for the state, thus CA-12-05.

 


A bridge is
sometimes substantially rebuilt or replaced and it then has the
suffix #2 added to it.

 


National Register of Historic Places:
If the bridge has been registered, the date is given.


 Photographing Covered
Bridges

 


Some standard
positions

Portal: Taken to show the ends of
bridge or bridge opening. This view, usually symmetrical, will
include various signs posted. This is also a good way to get run
over, so be careful!

 


3/4 view: Shows both the front and
sides of the bridge, and is often the most attractive.

 


Side view: Taken from a bank or from
the river, this gives not only a nice view of the bridge but
usually allows for some interesting foreground elements.

 


Interior view:
An image taken from the interior of the bridge will show some
interesting structure but there is not a lot of available light. A
tripod is important and HDR processing is helpful.

 


Landscape View: With the bridge smaller in the frame, you can introduce the
habitat around it, particularly effective with colorful autumn
foliage.

 


Using HDR(High
Dynamic Range)

 


HDR is a
process where multiple images of varying exposure are combined to
make one image.

 


It has a bad
name with some people because many HDR images are super-saturated,
a kind of digital age version of an Elvis painted on velvet.
However, the process is actually about getting a full range of
exposure with no burnt out highlights or blocked shadows. This is
an ideal processing solution for photographing Covered Bridges
where you often have open light sky set against dark shadowed
landscape and structure.

 


I use a series
of three exposures at levels of -1 2/3, 0, +1 2/3, and this
normally runs the full exposure range encountered. It is important
to use a stable tripod.

 


One situation
where you may need a larger series is shooting from within a bridge
and using the window to frame an outside scene. The dynamic range
is huge and you will need to have a series with a much larger
range.

 


There are a
number of software programs you can use to combine these images
including newer editions of Photoshop. I use Photomatix which I
have found very versatile and easy to use.

 


Best times for
photographing bridges

 


Mornings and
evenings are generally the best times for outdoor photography but
the use of HDR processing makes it easier even in bright direct
light. Although any season is good for bridge photography including
the winter, fall foliage included in a scene can be
spectacular.


 A Short History of
Covered Bridges

 


Let's deal with
that often posed question; "Why were the bridges covered"

 


1. Crossing
animals thought it was a barn and entered easily. I like this
suggestion, it shows imagination. However, its not the answer
although the original bridges normally had no windows and this is
said to be because animals would not be spooked by the sight of the
water.

 


2. To cover up
the unsightly truss structure. I don't think those early pioneers
were that sensitive, and personally, I like the look of the
trusses.

 


3. To keep snow
off the traveled portion. In fact the bridge owners often paid to
have the insides "snowed" in order to facilitate sleighs.

 


4. It offered
some privacy to courting couples, hence "kissing bridges". That is
a nice romantic notion but no.

 


In fact, the
bridge was covered for economic reasons. The truss system was where
much of the bridge's cost was found, and if left open to the

elements, it
deteriorated and the bridge became unstable and unsafe. Covering it
protected this valuable portion and the roof could be replaced as
needed with inexpensive materials and unskilled labor.

 


Without
coverings, a bridge might only have a life span of a decade while
one that was covered often lasted 75 years or more before repairs
became necessary. Besides extending the longevity of a bridge,
wooden covered bridges had the virtue that they could be
constructed of local materials and there were many available
workers skilled in working with wood.

 


The first known
Covered Bridge in North America was built in 1804 by Theodore Burr.
It was called the Waterford bridge and it spanned the Hudson River
in New York.

For the rest of
the century and into the 20th Century, Covered bridge building
boomed as the country became populated and people needed to travel
between communities. The cost of constructing and maintaining a
bridge was normally borne by the nearby community and many bridges
charged a toll as a method of offsetting these costs.

The period from
1825 to 1875 was the heyday of bridge building but near the end of
that period iron bridges began to supplant them.

 


The number of
Covered bridges may have numbered 10,000 but have now dropped to
about 950 spread throughout North America. Many have Historical
Designations which provides them protection and many communities
are interested in protecting their local

historical
bridges.


Connecticut -
Litchfield County

 


 Bull's Covered Bridge

[image: tmp_4299120b90604384a2cb6a921ae489fc_q7mJuA_html_m254590b7.jpg]

Township: Kent

County: Litchfield

 


GPS Position: N 41° 40.547' W 73°
30.537'

Directions: Bull's Bay Covered Bridge
is less than a mile from the Connecticut-New York border. From the
town of Kent, drive south on US-7 for about 3.8 miles and make a
right onto Bulls Bridge Road. The bridge site is straight
ahead.

 


Crosses: Housatonic River

Carries: Bulls Bridge Road

Builder: Not Known

Year Built: 1842 (R1903) (R1949)
(R1969) (R1994)

Truss Type: Town, Queen and
King

Dimensions: 1 Span, 109
Feet

 


Photo Tip: There are easy views of the
portals but watch for traffic. You can also make your way to the
side at river height for good views.

 


Notes: The bridge is named after Isaac
and Jacob Bull who erected a grist mill and iron works here in the
1760. George Washington crossed the Housatonic River near this site
in 1781.

 


World Index Number:
07-03-01

 


National Register of Historic Places:
1972


 West Cornwall
Covered Bridge

(Hart Covered
Bridge)

 


[image: tmp_4299120b90604384a2cb6a921ae489fc_q7mJuA_html_m3f32c4f0.jpg]

Township: Cornwall

County: Litchfield

 


GPS Position:
N 41° 52.303' W 73° 21.799'

Directions: The Bridge is on the
Sharon-Goshen Turnpike/ CT-128 just east of the intersection of
US-7

Crosses: Housatonic River

Carries: Sharon-Goshen
Turnpike

 


Builder: Not Known

Year Built:
1864 (R1940s) (R1973)

Truss Type:
Town and Queen

Dimensions: 2 Spans, 242
Feet

 


Photo Tip:
There is a place to park near the west end and you can get good
side views from the southwest. Portal views are available but watch
out for traffic.

 


Notes: Extensive repairs were needed
in the 1940s after a tanker truck plunged through the deck. Hidden
steel supports were added in 1973

 


World Index Number: 07-03-02

 


National Register of Historic Places: 1972


Connecticut -
Middlesex County

 


 Comstock Covered
Bridge

Also Comstock
Pony Truss Extension

[image: tmp_4299120b90604384a2cb6a921ae489fc_q7mJuA_html_m1aab63a5.jpg]

(Photo by Doug
Kerr, Dougtone on Flickr)

 


Township: East Hampton

County:
Middlesex

 


GPS Position:
N 41° 33.188' W 72° 26.912'

Directions: From the town of
Colchester, go west on Middlesex Rd./ CT-16 for 6 miles and turn
right onto Bridge St. The bridge is a short distance.

 


Crosses: Salmon River

Carries: Bridge St.
(Closed)

 


Builder: Not Known

Year Built:
1873 (R1919) (R1938) (R1969) (R1990) (R1995) Presently under
reconstruction 2012

Truss Type:
Howe

Dimensions: 1 Span, 94 Feet. Pony
Truss Extension 1 Span, 36 Feet

 


Photo Tip: The
current repairs offer only a skeleton for photographs but this is
interesting. Side views are difficult but possible. This will
probably be rebuilt by early 2012



Notes: The 1919 repair was needed
after a beer truck plunged through the deck. It is said that nearby
residents recovered the beer. The fate of the driver is not
mentioned. Steel reinforcing beams have been added under the
current rebuild. A 37 foot pony truss extension has extended from
the east end. It is unsure whether this is being rebuilt. The
bridge had been bypassed and closed to vehicle traffic and used for
a pedestrian walkway.

 


World Index Number: 07-04-01

 


National Register of Historic Places: January 1, 1976


 Johnsonville
Covered Bridge

(Bicentennial
Covered Bridge)
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Township: Moodus

County: Middlesex

 


GPS Position:
N 41° 29.801' W 72° 27.669'

Directions:
From the town of Moodus, go west on Moodus Leesville Rd/ CT-151 for
less than a mile and turn left on Plains Rd and then left on
Leesville Rd. The bridge is down in a valley on the north side of
Leesville Rd.

 


Crosses: Moodus River

Carries: Private Road

 


Builder: Thomas
Kronenberger

Year Built:
1976

Truss Type:
Multiple Kingpost and Burr Arch

Dimensions: 1 Span, 60 Feet

 


Photo Tip: The
Bridge is on private property and access is no longer being
granted. It is possible to get telephoto images from Leesville
Rd.

 


Notes: The bridge was built as a
centennial project by bridgebuilder, Thomas Kronenberger. It is a
shame that it cannot be examined in detail as it is an impressive
structure which includes a pedestrian walkway.

 


World Index Number: 07-04-07

 


National Register of Historic Places: Not listed


Maine -
Aroostook County

 Watson Settlement
Covered Bridge
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Township: Littleton

County: Aroostook County

GPS Position:
N 46° 12.609' W 67° 48.028'

Directions:
from the town of Littleton go east on Ingraham Road for 1.5 miles
and turn right on Framingham Rd and after 1.4 miles make a slight
left on to Carson Road. The bridge is about 0.5 miles on a bypassed
section. Note that Ingraham Road like others in the area may be
closed in winter based on conditions. An alternative would be to go
south from Littleton on US-1 for 2.3 miles and turn left on Carson
Road and drive for 2.7 miles to the bridge.

 


Crosses: Meduxnekeag River

Carries: Carson Road
(Bypassed)

 


Builder: David and William
Adams

Year Built:
1911 (R1934) (R1958) (R2004)

Truss Type:
Howe

Dimensions: 2 Span, 171
feet

Photo Tip:
Easy from all sides.

 


Notes: This is the most northerly
covered bridge in the U.S. and is about 2 hours drive from its
nearest Maine neighbor. When the highway was rebuilt in 1984, the
bridge was bypassed.

 


World Index Number: 19-02-01

National Register of Historic Places: 2/16/1970

Maine -
Cumberland County

 Babb's Covered Bridge
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Township: Gorham-Windham

County: Cumberland County

GPS Position:
N 43° 45.978' W 70° 26.896'

Directions:
from the town of Windham go northwest on Roosevelt Trail for 1.0
mile and turn left on Page Rd. After 0.3 miles turn left on River
Road and drive 3.9 miles where you make a right on Covered Bridge
Road. The bridge is 0.4 miles along this road.

 


 


Crosses: Presumpscot River

Carries: Covered Bridge
Road

 


Builder: Not known

Year Built:
1976 (Replaced an 1864 Bridge)

Truss Type:
Queen

Dimensions: 1 Span, 79 feet

 


Photo Tip:
There is a good river level side view accessible from the
southeast.

 


Notes: The original bridge was
destroyed by fire on May 6, 1973, probably due to arson. It was
rebuilt and the new bridge, which is an exact replica of the
original, was completed on July 4, 1976. It was also built using
the original techniques.

 


World Index Number: 19-03-01#2

 


National Register of Historic Places: Not listed


Maine – Oxford
County

 Lovejoy Covered
Bridge

(South Andover
Covered Bridge)
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Township: Andover

County: Oxford County

GPS Position:
N 44° 35.607' W 70° 44.035'

Directions: From the town of Andover
go south on ME-5/Main St for 2.8 miles and turn left on Covered
Bridge Road where the bridge is 0.7 miles.

 


Crosses: Ellis River

Carries: Covered Bridge
Road

 


Builder: Unknown

Year Built:
1867 (R1983)

Truss Type:
Paddleford

Dimensions: 1 Span, 80 feet

 


Photo Tip:
Good from front and sides and particularly nice views from river
level.

Notes: The
unpainted sides are nicely weathered and the portals are white with
red trim. The bridge was repaired and reinforced in 1983 after a
truck plunged through the floor.

 


World Index Number: 19-09-01

 


National Register of Historic Places: 2/16/1970


 Hemlock Covered
Bridge
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Township: Fryeburg

County: Oxford County

GPS Position:
N 44° 04.779' W 70° 54.151'

Directions: From the town of Fryeburg
go north on ME-5/Main St for 6.6 miles and turn right on Frog
Alley. After 0.9 miles turn left on Frog Alley/Hemlock Bridge Road
and the bridge is 1.1 miles.

 


Crosses: Old
Course Saco River

Carries: Frog Alley/Hemlock Bridge
Road

 


Builder: J. Berry

Year Built:
1857 (R1988)

Truss Type:
Paddleford and Arch

Dimensions: 1 Span, 130
feet

 


Photo Tip:
Great river level side view from the SE including a nice
reflection.

 


Notes: A beautiful structure with
unpainted weathered sides complemented by a nice balance of small
windows. The laminated Burr arch was added to the Paddleford truss
system at a later date as were steel reinforcing beams.

 


World Index Number: 19-09-02

National Register of Historic Places: 2/16/1970
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