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Chapter
1

Faith
explained


Introduction

 


Hebrews 5:12-14 “For though by
this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you
again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come
to need milk and not solid food. (13) For everyone who partakes
only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a
babe. (14) But solid food belongs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.”

 


Hebrews 6:1-2
“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of
Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation
of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, (2) of the
doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment.”

 


In the above
quoted passages of scripture the Holy Spirit reveals to us the
first principles of the oracles of God. In other words these are
the foundational doctrines to the Christian faith of which there
are six, i.e. repentance from dead works, faith toward God, the
doctrine of baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead
and eternal judgment. And so because these doctrines are
foundational, every believer should have a clear understanding of
each one of these doctrines and live by them. Those who have a
clear understanding of these doctrines and who also live by them
will have a sure foundation to their Christian faith and they will
not be deceived by any false teachings that they may come across in
their Christian walk. The above passage reveals to us that these
doctrines are in fact the milk of God’s word and not solid food,
thus implying that all new born believers should feed on these
particular biblical truths. However even mature adults drink milk
as part of their natural diet, and in the spirit that principle
remains the same. And so it is good for mature believers to also
revisit the foundational principles of the Christian faith from
time to time to ensure that their foundations remain
solid.

 


Acts 20:18-21 “And when they
had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first day
that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, (19)
serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials
which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews; (20) how I kept
back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught
you publicly and from house to house, (21) testifying to Jews, and
also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

 


Of the six
foundational doctrines, there were two that the apostle Paul taught
on extensively in the churches. The two that he emphasised were the
first two listed in the book of Hebrews, i.e. repentance from dead
works and faith towards God. We see that truth evidenced in the
above quoted passage of scripture, for in this passage Paul, in
speaking to the elders of the church in Ephesus for the last time,
specifically reminded them that he had taught these two doctrines
during his time at that church. Obviously the reason that Paul
emphasised these two doctrines is because they are the most
important of the six. So why is that? The reason, as we will see in
this book, is because it is essential for believers to have a clear
understanding of these two doctrines in order for them to be able
to walk in this life as the Lord intended. Although in mentioning
these two doctrines Paul uses slightly different terminologies to
the ones mentioned in the book of Hebrews, they are nevertheless
still the same doctrines. The doctrine of repentance from dead
works, Paul refers to in this passage as repentance towards God and
the doctrine of faith toward God, Paul refers to as faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ.

 


Mark 1:14-15 “Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came
to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, (15) and
saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent, and believe in the gospel.”

 


Further
evidence that the doctrines of repentance from dead works and faith
toward God are foundational to the gospel of salvation, is the
message that our Lord Jesus proclaimed when He was on the earth,
for as revealed in the above quoted passage of scripture we can see
that the Lord Jesus proclaimed a simple message of “repent” and
“believe”. Our Lord’s message of repentance refers to the doctrine
of repentance from dead works and His message of believe refers to
the doctrine of faith toward God. And so clearly we can see that
these two doctrines form almost the cornerstone of the Christian
faith so to speak. In this book we will examine the doctrine of
faith toward God, which is the second of the six foundational
doctrines.

 


Why is faith
important?

 


Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you
have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God.”

 


So why is the doctrine of faith
toward God so important? There are numerous reasons given in
scripture as to why it is important for the saints to understand
the subject of faith, and we will briefly mention just three of
those reasons in this section. The first reason that I have listed
is because without faith it is impossible for people to be saved.
In the above quoted passage of scripture the Holy Spirit teaches us
that there are two ingredients required for the salvation of
mankind, the one is grace and the other is faith. We can see very
clearly from this passage that both ingredients come from God, for
it is by God’s grace that we are saved, but it is also clear from
this passage that the faith we need in order to receive God’s grace
is also a gift from God. Sadly there are many suffering torment in
hell today, because they rejected God’s counsel that they could
only be saved by faith in His grace and tried to earn their
salvation through works, only to find that God’s counsel
stands.

 


Hebrews 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He
is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

 


The second reason that I have
listed is because without faith it is impossible to please God, and
that particular truth is made very clear to us in the above quoted
passage of scripture. It should be the desire of all saints to want
to please God, and so when God tells us how to do that then we
should be obedient. And so if we want to please God we are going to
have to learn about the subject of faith so that we can walk in it,
and thus be well pleasing to Him. Sadly however, there are many
Christians who start out correctly by entering the Kingdom of God
through faith when they believe the gospel of salvation and are
born-again. But they then become deceived into thinking that they
can be perfected in their Christian walk through works, thinking
that in doing so they are pleasing God when in fact they are doing
the exact opposite. Our Christian walk begins by faith and it must
continue by faith if we are going to live lives that are well
pleasing to God our Father. So does that mean that we are not
supposed to do works? Not at all, for the scripture is very clear
when it tells us that as believers we are to be careful to maintain
good works (Titus 3:8). Where many Christians miss it however, is
in their eagerness to do good works they forget about faith and
thus try to please God through works alone, which as we have
already established is impossible to do. The apostle James
explained the Christian walk in the following way when he said that
our faith works together with our works (James 2:22).

 


Habakkuk 2:4 “Behold the proud,
His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his
faith.”

 


The third
reason that I have listed is because as quoted in the above passage
of scripture, God has specifically instructed His saints how He
wants us to live, which is by faith. The Holy Spirit through the
apostle Paul quoted this same scripture in His letters to the
churches in Rome (Romans 1:17), Galatia (Galatians 3:11) and Judea
(Hebrews 10:38). And so all believers know these scriptures very
well, for we all know that we are to live by faith. So what does
that actually mean? It means that every aspect of our lives should
be impacted by our faith and in fact the Holy Spirit tells us that
anything not done by faith is sin (Romans 14:23). That statement
becomes very sobering when Christians examine their lives to see
just how many things they do without exercising their faith. And so
in just looking at the three reasons discussed in this section, we
can see how important it is for believers to have a clear
understanding of faith so that they can learn to walk in
it.

 


Everyone has
faith

 


Luke 8:25 “But He said to them, "Where is
your faith?" And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one
another, "Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and
water, and they obey Him!”

 


In the
previous section we have discussed the importance of faith to the
Christian life, and so the question is asked how do we get faith?
We have already seen in a previous passage of scripture that it is
God Himself who gives us faith. So when does God give us faith?
Scripture tells us that God gives life to the dead and calls those
things that do not exist as though they did (Romans 4:17). In other
words God, who is the creator of all things, creates all things by
faith as He calls things that do not exist into existence. And so
when God created man, one of the attributes that He gave him was
faith, for God is a God of faith and He created man in His own
image. In the above quoted passage of scripture our Lord Jesus
asked His disciples the question, “where is your faith”? The reason
Jesus asked them that question was because He knew that they had
faith, for He is the one who gave them faith when He created them.
The gospels reveal to us that multitudes were healed under the
ministry of Jesus, and almost all were healed by exercising their
faith in His ability to heal, for time and again our Lord would say
to those who were healed under His ministry, “your faith has made
you well”. So where did those people get their faith? The answer is
that God gave it to each one of them when He created
them.

 


Mark 10:15 “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter
it.”

 


The truth
that everyone is born with faith is clearly evidenced by every
child’s unquestioning belief or faith in everything their parents
teach them. In other words, they have what is often referred to as
childlike faith. Our Lord Jesus confirmed that truth to us in the
above quoted passage of scripture, when He taught us that in order
to be saved we would have to display the same faith that all
children have. Sadly however this world is programmed to destroy
faith, and so as time progresses and children grow up, that
unwavering faith increasingly gives way to doubt and unbelief. And
so by the time many reach maturity they no longer exercise their
gift of faith, and eventually get to the point where they become
almost completely faithless. The Lord Jesus described people that
reached the point of being faithless as being a perverse society
(Matthew 17:17). There are however, a few who are taught to
exercise their faith howbeit only in the natural, i.e. they are
taught to believe in themselves and in their own abilities. God
created faith and therefore faith works, and because faith works,
when people exercise their faith in themselves their faith will
bring out the best in themselves. For example, no sportsman can
excel in their chosen field of sport unless they believe in their
ability to do so. And so because faith is from God, it works on the
principles that God put in place. We all know the popular scripture
that says, “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God”
(Romans 10:17). That same principle applies to faith exercised in
the natural as well. We can use the example of a sportsman again to
illustrate this point. If a sportsman keeps hearing words of
encouragement from his coach and others around him, that he can do
it, that he can become the best in his sport, that he has the
talent. His belief in himself and his natural talent will become
stronger and he will respond to that by performing that much
better. The problem with faith in the natural however, is that it
is limited to what can be done in the natural.

 


Mark 9:42 “But whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for
him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown
into the sea.”

 


We have
already seen that man has the God given ability to believe, i.e.
faith. More importantly however, God gave man the ability to
believe in Him and His creative power, for in the above quoted
passage of scripture our Lord Jesus revealed to us that all
children naturally believe in Him. As we have already mentioned
however, this world is designed to destroy faith but even more so
it is programmed to destroy faith in God. And so as children grow
up very few are taught to exercise their faith in God, and those
who are taught to believe in God are presented with a distorted
teaching about Him, for from a very young age; many children are
taught to believe in various fables and fairy tales while at the
same time they are taught to believe in God. And so as children
grow up and eventually realise that fables are untrue, what little
faith they may still have in God also becomes eroded as they begin
to question whether that which they have been taught about God is
true. And so consequently when people eventually become mature
adults the majority do not exercise any faith at all, especially in
God, and thus they become what our Lord Jesus called a faithless
and perverse generation. Nevertheless everyone still has faith even
though it lies dormant and unused in most people. So how is it
possible that children, with very limited understanding compared to
adults, have a level of faith that most adults do not display, for
even Jesus pointed us to look at their faith as the example that we
should follow? The reason is because faith is spiritual and not
mental. In other words, faith resides in the spirit of the
individual not in their mind. Doubt on the other hand is a product
of the mind and not the spirit. And so because children have very
limited understanding, they have zero capacity for any doubt that
would prevent their faith from working. Adults in this life on the
other hand, operate at a huge disadvantage with regards to faith,
because their understanding has developed primarily to doubt, thus
preventing the faith in their spirits from functioning.

 


We have
enough faith

 


Romans 10:13-17 “For
"Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." (14) How
then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher? … (17) So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

 


We have seen
in the previous section that even though God gives to each person
the gift of faith as part of their DNA so to speak, by the time
they reach maturity many
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Under the new covenant we live by faith, and we can
receive nothing from God without faith. Learn how
towalkin faith.






