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      “I can’t write poetry! I have to dig deep within my soul for a poem. It’s rare for me to write in this genre!” At least that’s what I told myself until April 2019, when Jen Lowry, my sister in Christ and fellow writing warrior for Jesus gave her podcast listeners various poetry challenges throughout the month. In one particular episode, she challenged us to write a 50-word story. Her prompt was “mermaid fingernails.”

      After listening to this episode, I sat down and wrote my own story, which turned out to be 51 words instead of the proposed 50. But that didn’t stop me! My brain separated the story into a poem, verse by unexpected verse.

      From that point on, I was reading a lesson for Mark McGinnis’s free 21st Century Foundation course which he talks about in his podcast called the 21st Century Creative. As I read the material, two other seaside poems formed in my mind. I was blessed to have written three poems in one day.

      That week I had written five or six poems, some of which were inspired by Jen’s challenges and others inspired and given to me by the Holy Spirit, either on walks or while sitting out on the front porch. There were a couple of poems inspired by Sue Vincent’s “Thursday photo prompt”, which you can read by visiting her blog at scvincent.com.

      After writing those first few poems, the more I told myself I couldn’t write poetry, the more the Holy Spirit told me, “You say you can’t write poetry, but you keep proving that you can.”

      Now that I’ve discovered my love for writing poetry, given to me by the Holy Spirit or inspired by a prompt/challenge, there’s one thing I do when Satan whispers the following words in my ear: “You can’t write poetry. Your verses aren’t good enough!”. I respond to this challenge with: “I can’t, what? You see the poem(s) on my computer screen. Tell me that after I have written twenty some odd poems and published my first poetry book.”

      Now that I have put these verses in the following pages for your reading pleasure, I have a challenge for you. That’s right, I’m passing the challenge given to me, down to you, dear readers. If you’ve always wanted to be a writer, but didn’t know where to start, there’s no time like the present. Use any or all of my poems as inspiration/writing prompts, then sit down and ask the Lord to fill your soul with the words that would be pleasing to Him. Once you’ve done this, close your eyes and listen for the words to flow like raindrops upon the blank page, forming inside your mind. As the words flow, let them flow from your heart, run down your arms, through your fingertips, onto the blank document with the cursor blinking at you from your computer screen.

      If writing with pen and paper is for you, then take the same challenge above and let the words, given to you by the Holy Spirit, flow from your heart, down your arm to your fingers. Let your pen glide down each blank page as you fill it with the words the Lord has given you. Don’t worry about spelling, grammar, punctuation or any of the proper writing rules and etiquette as you write, just get those words down. Remember, you can go back and edit later.

      If you’re not a writer, but you like doing other creative tasks, feel free to take the challenge into consideration and complete it in a way that fits your own creative style. Remember that we’re not doing our work, simply to please the world or become rich and famous overnight. As Christian writers, creative artists and entrepreneurs, we’ve been called by God to use our gifts to share the message of His love and to tell others about the gift of Salvation.

      In closing, I want to give you the challenge that I give my podcast listeners. I want to challenge you to read to get inspired, write something inspiring and share it with the world. For when you’ve touched one life, you’ve touched thousands. Don’t let fear keep you from doing the work that God has chosen for you.

      If you’re sharing your work, inspired by this book, on your blog, website or social media, send me a link so I can share it with my tribe. Better yet, go ahead and pause right here, flip to the end of the book and follow me on social media. When you post what you’ve written, tag me in your post so I can share it on Facebook or retweet it on Twitter for all the world to see. Now that you’ve done that, come on back, curl up in your favorite pajamas and enjoy the following poems. I pray that each one blesses your heart in a special way as you read them. Happy reading, writing or delving into the creative gifts that God has blessed you with.

      If you enjoy reading these poems as much as I’ve enjoyed writing them, I kindly ask that you leave a review on your favorite online retail site, on Goodreads or on your own blog or website. I’d especially appreciate it if you’d take a picture of yourself holding up the paperback version of your book and place it on your social media sites. Be sure to tag me and I’ll share out your photos.

      

      Hugs,

      

      Ann
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