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Following their noses, they found a man placing morsels of fresh meat on the pavement.  

It was a cold, gloomy night in the back streets of Moscow. A pack of scrawny, hungry dogs was rummaging through dustbins, hoping to find a few scraps to eat, when a delicious smell wafted  towards them.
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They gobbled up the meat and cheekily looked up as if to ask for more! The man, who was called Oleg, smiled. He knew at once he had found what he was looking for.

Most of the dogs were shy and stayed in the shadows, but two little scruffballs, their noses twitching, bravely came forward. 

       



[image: background image]

Oleg

Oleg was a scientist at Moscow’s Space Centre and was hoping to find two special dogs who might be brave enough for a very important mission.  

The two new arrivals were named Belka and Strelka. They were given a tasty dinner and a kennel of their own. 
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For the first time in their lives they had enough to eat and a warm place to sleep.  

There were dogs of every kind at the Centre: some were bold and playful, some were snappy or growly, some were gentle and well-behaved. But Belka and Strelka stood out. They were clever and calm, brave and obedient. Oleg was delighted!
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size

All the dogs were given a health check, then weighed and measured to make sure they weren’t too big or too small for the mission. Belka and Strelka were just the right size!
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After all the tests were complete, Oleg had to decide which two dogs would be chosen.

Finally, he made up his mind.   

He gathered the dogs together to make his announcement.
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The two brave little strays he had found on the streets were soon to become the most famous dogs in the world! 

Belka and Strelka  were going to be ...
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Belka and Strelka were going on a special mission to space, to fly all the way around the Earth – a journey called an orbit. They seemed to know something exciting was happening. They wagged their tails; they were ready to start training straight away. 
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