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About the Author


Introduction 

Following its predecessors, Reading Margaret Ogola’s The River and the Source, Reading Bertolt Brecht’s The Caucasian Chalk Circle, Reading John Steinbeck’s The Pearl and Reading Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, this book embraces the design of that quartet. It shows you how to deal with Blossoms of the Savannah through comprehension questions to arrive at an understanding that allows you to communicate with both Ole Kulet and his critics or critics of similar texts. This advances from the researched, tried and proven theory that literature students underachieve because their approach to literary texts and their presentation of answers is wanting; a student has to know a text fully to discuss it and present personal opinions. To do so, one needs to read the text and consult other critics to form a balanced opinion. Similarly, many students study thoroughly but still fail to do well because their presentation of ideas is inadequate.

This guide book lets you discern the elements of literature – plot, theme, character and style – on your own. It helps you understand Blossoms of the Savannah so as to grasp the plot, infer themes, characters and style without necessarily consulting a teacher. To do so, follow the questions at the end of every section and answer them truthfully. Where this is difficult, go back to the particular section and reread it keenly before continuing. 

This text contains a series of twelve questions after every section. The first set of four questions helps you identify important facts from what is read. The next set helps you interpret these facts in order to see their significance. This should help you see the connectedness of the plot and also understand characters thus making the novelist’s intention clearer. The last set of questions helps you apply - label - what is interpreted, that is, see what has been interpreted in terms of themes, character traits or elements of style because, after all, this is the point of studying any literature text. This is what an examiner will ask.

To do this, it is important to understand that the first question should lead to the fifth and the fifth to the ninth. The second should lead to the sixth and the sixth to the tenth and so on. By the time all the questions have been answered, the elements of literature you are meant to derive from this text should become obvious. For the teacher using this text, these sets of questions help you test the student’s understanding of the plot before proceeding to a detailed analysis. The second and third set of questions indeed help the student in this analysis so that by the time the student is through with the plot, all that is required is a collation of the elements already discovered. This should help the student in debating themes, character traits and elements of style discussed after the plot analysis of the book.

This book also contains a detailed guide on how to go about context and essay questions and how to interpret, plan and write down your answers with a view to earning all the marks given for every question. This should help the student to see how many marks have been earned and where marks have been lost in an exam situation. It is encouraged that the student and the teacher do this practically in class because it helps the student to think like an examiner.

The Author 

A prolific writer of fiction, Henry Rupes ole Kulet has enjoyed a wide writing career spanning close to fifty years. Born in 1946 at Enkare Ngusur village, he attended Siyiapei Primary school and later went to Kilgoris for his Upper Primary education before proceeding to Narok High School. It was here that he discovered his writing talent after an article he wrote – which was inspired by President Jomo Kenyatta’s visit to their school – caught attention after being published in a major newspaper. He studied for a diploma in personnel management before being employed by the Kenya farmers Association. , 

Ole kulet has been a champion of both Maasai culture and environment capturing their cultural and historical experiences. Each successive novel reveals some intricacy of Maasai culture. His characters exhibit existential problems to do with the cultural clash between the old and the new. They show the attempt to live and be relevant in a changing society, especially because the Maasai have been able to largely stick to their culture and traditions in the face of debilitating colonialism and westernization. Many of his novels have also used the girl child as an agent of change in an emerging society. Ole Kulet first arrived on the literary scene in 1971 with the publication of Is it Possible? He was then twenty-five years old. He followed this with To Become a Man in 1972, The Hunter (1985), Daughter of Maa (1987), Moran No More (1990) Bandits of Kibi (1999) and Blossoms of the Savannah (2009). 

His novels have been read and studied near and far. Is it Possible and To Become a Man have been set books in East Africa. The two novels have also been translated into French, German and Swedish. His novel Vanishing Herds won the 2013 Jomo Kenyatta Prize for Literature following in the footsteps of Blossoms of the Savannah which had won the same prize in 2009.

The Text 

Blossoms of the Savannah which won the 2009 Jomo Kenyatta Prize for Literature is a classic Ole Kulet novel. While keeping true to Maasai setting and characterization, the novel focuses on the issue of Female Genital Cutting often referred to as Female Genital Mutilation or FGM. Its peculiarity is the fact that this topic has been associated with female writers especially western feminists. The novel tackles this sensitive topic against the background of teenage rebellion, parental and patriarchal authority as well as material greed. Parsimei Ole Kaelo finds himself compelled to move to the countryside to start a business after being retrenched. He falls prey to Oloisudori Loonkiyaa, a ruthless business tycoon well known for his extortionist tendencies. This time however, Oloisudori wants payback in form of Resian, one of Ole Kaelo’s daughters. This daughter must be prepared for him by going though circumcision so as to become a fitting, socially accepted wife for Oloisudori. 

However, the father and the businessman get a lot more than they bargain for. Resian runs away from home to avoid both the marriage and the forced cut. Aided by unlikely people, she ends up at the farm of Minik ene Nkoitoi, a hated feminist who runs a rescue home for girls running away from forced marriage and forced circumcision. When Oloisudori comes in hot pursuit of either Resian or her sister – who is also rescued by Minik’s agents after being forcefully circumcised – he faces up to the uncompromising Minik. His stubbornness leads to the loss of his gleaming fleet of limousines which goes up in smoke and he and his cohorts have to flee. Resian and her sister finally join Egerton University which has been their shared ambition from the very start.

The Synopsis of the Plot 

Chapter 1 – Meet the Kaelos, and their Troubles

The narrative opens in the bedroom of Kaelo’s two daughters. Early morning, from the window of their room in the heart of Nakuru town, Taiyo watches her father directing the loading of the family property on to vehicles that will move the family to their new home in Nasila. She recalls her father’s aggressively hostile attitude as she recollects












	One of the biggest conflicts in this narrative is generational. How is the stage set for this conflict in the Kaelo family? How does Kaelo relate with each of his daughters? Why is this important in the wider social conflict of the novel?

	What’s the image of Ole Kaelo in chapter1? How does he relate with his workers? What image do you get of his focus – his retirement and the destiny of his family?

	The theme of Family is important in this novel. How is it introduced in the birth of Kaelo’s children? How do the parents react and what does this show about their society?

	Explain what is foreshadowed by Resian’s wish to become a doctor. How is this central to the suspense in the narrative?



	How is the conflict in the Kaelo family developed in chapter 2? How important is the girls’ keeping the attack on them a secret and Kaelo not confiding what he learns at Ole Supeyo’s with his family?

	How is the formidable picture of Kaelo shattered when he visits Ole Supeyo? In how many ways is his self-assurance broken as seen on his way home from Supeyo’s place?

	How is Kaelo and Milanoi’s treatment of their children central to their daughters’ characters? Examine how far each daughter’s development is a reaction to the parents’ attitude.

	Where else in chapter 2 does Resian talk about her ambition? Is in what way is this ambition more manifest here? Why is the movement to Nasila ironic considering this? What are Taiyo’s ambitions? 



	How do Mama Milanoi’s reflections give meaning and basis to the conflict in her family? What is her role in the father/daughter conflict between Ole Kaelo and Resian? How does this make Taiyo grow up before her time?

	How far has Ole Kaelo’s character changed since we met him? What do we learn of his character from his wife and Taiyo’s reflections? Use adjectives to qualify his character so far. 

	How is Ole Kaelo responsible for Resian’s rebellious attitude? Do you think Ole Kaelo ought to separate family, community and clan? How is his commitment to community and clan a betrayal of his family?

	Why do you think the author finds it necessary to introduce Taiyo as Resian’s protector here? How far do Taiyo’s reminisces here illuminate the characters of her sister and her father?


















	Circumcision has so far remained just a threat to the Ole Kaelo daughters. Where in chapter four does it become a forgone conclusion? How does each of the girls reaction to this?

	Before now, Resian’s dissenting attitude has only been directed at her sister. Pick several examples in the previous chapters to prove this.

	Feminism is a major theme in the novel. What problems are identified in chapters 4 & 5 as preventing woman’s determinism? What is the older generation’s attitude to this?

	Imagery and foreshadowing play a big role in narrative development in these four chapters. What role does Ole Musanka’s praise of Taiyo and reference to Emakererei play in forecasting the narrative? How does it heighten the conflict?



	How is the conclusion in chapter four stressed by the arrival of Olarinkoi, and ironically, by the visit of Parmuat? Do you think Olarinkoi’s visit is arranged by Ole Kaelo? Give reasons. Why do you think Olarinkoi offers uncalled for opinions?

	How does Resian’s criticism grow to include the wider society in chapter five? What two previous incidents lead her into this boldness? Use adjectives to capture her emerging character. 

	How does Resian represent the determination of the new woman? How does her age and intelligence contrast that of the older women? What is the author’s point? 

	What images are drawn of Olarinkoi and Oloisudori? What do their names suggest and how do they forecast their characters in particular and the narrative in general? 



	What role does Yeiyo-botorr play in furthering the conflict? How does Parmuat’s narrative crown this conflict to intensify complications? How is the old Olarinkoi symbolized by the modern Olarinkoi in the narrative? How is Oloisudori a symbolized modern Olarinkoi? What do you think Oloisudori visits the family about? How can we tell? 

	Resian’s character development continues in chapters 6 & 7. Look for adjectives to describe her in her boldness to Yeiyo-botorr and her intelligent interpretation of modern Olarinkoi. What is her conclusion about the history of the plight of women? Do you agree with her? 

	In chapters 6 & 7, Ole Kulet shows that women liberation requires guts. How is this shown through;


	Resian’s intelligence

	Resian’s bold confrontation of modern fallacies?

	Contrast between the young and the old? 


	What image are we given of Ole Kaelo upon his finding Oloisudori in his house? How does this emphasize the image of Oloisudori already created by his entry, his behavior towards Resian and her fear for him? What point do you think Ole Kulet tries to drive home?

















	What would you say is the central conflict in chapter 8? Is it more of external or internal? What feelings go through each of the characters and how does this affect their relationship with one another? 

	How does Ole Kulet bring out parental hypocrisy through Milanoi and Kaelo in chapter 8? What do you think they should do for their children in the face of people like Oloisudori in their society? 

	In what way does Ole Kulet show that women’s power has greatly been lost through time? How is this shown by the relationship between Milanoi and Ole Kaelo?

	What image is cut by the narrative Mama Milanoi remembers of her youth? What is symbolized by the girl leading an old man on a leash and the men running to the hills? What is the symbolism of the men being ‘allowed’ back to the village in the evening?



	Why do you think the author focuses on youth in chapter 9? What goals of the youth are captured especially through Taiyo and Parmuat?

	Explain how the author draws contrast between parental hypocrisy in chapter 8 and children’s sincerity through Taiyo and Parmuat in chapter 9. How do young people opening up to one another further this point. What does Taiyo and Parmuat’s openness symbolize?

	While Milanoi is powerless in chapter 8, especially pitted against her husband, Taiyo is openly more decisive than Parmuat. What point do you think the author makes through this? How is this emphasized later when Parmuat dies while Taiyo lives and goes to university? How is she symbolic of both the woman of the future as well as future leaders?

	What images are cut by ‘fishing in shallow waters’ pg. 129? What is the symbolism of Taiyo winning over Parmuat on pg. 135? Explain the use and value of the images of war, liberation and combatants here. 



	How does the attack on the girls change their view of Nasila society? Why do you think it is Olarinkoi who is at hand to rescue them?

	Do you think the secret mission of Ole Kaelo and his wife has any role in the attack on the girls? Might it have been planned to intimidate them? Why is it that it is Olarinkoi who saves them? What lesson does the attack teach the girls? Should the parents be accused of neglect?

	Why do you think Ole Kulet denies the girls physical power to tackle their attack? What kind of power does he suggest women need? How is this emphasized by Taiyo’s resolve to join Emakererei to fight for women and children rights?

	How is the ending of chapter ten foreshadowing? Who appears stronger between Resian and Taiyo here? Why is this ironical considering the turnout of events?















	What do you think is Ole Kaelo’s internal conflict upon returning from Ole Supeyo? How about his wife? Why do you think the parents react so swiftly after learning of the attack on their children?

	Why do you think both parents are evasive about the problem facing their daughters? Why aren’t they able to teach them about their culture the way the Simiren household does? Use adjectives that capture Ole Kaelo and Milanoi’s character here.

	Culture and tradition as a theme is revealed here. What positive elements of culture are identifiable here? How does this suggest that life – rearing children – was a lot easier in the past than it is today? Compare and contrast life in the Kaelo and Simiren households.

	How effective is the imagery used in the song of the three blind mice? Discuss the blindness of the three in the face of a changing society.



	What motive does Ole Kaelo have for revenging the assault on his daughters? Why is he so eager to collect people for revenge when he has no regard, chiefly, for Resian? What other aim might he have?

	Resian and Taiyo are slowly accepted by the community upon return from Simiren’s home. Why does this happen? What does this show about their parents’ effort to integrate them into Nasila society? Who is the alien at the end of the chapter, the parents or the daughters?

	What ways are in place for punishing wayward people as shown in this chapter? Why is it then that nothing can be done about Oloisudori? Who’s to blame therefore, the parents or the society?

	How is rhetoric questioning used on pg. 166 to expose Kaelo’s hypocrisy? How does this show Kaelo’s pretense in that he pretends that there was only one way for him to solve the predicament facing him? How does this emphasize his insensitivity towards his daughter and thus make his rationalization sound hollow? 



	In what manner does the Oloisudori entourage arrive at Kaelo’s home? How does Kaelo behave in front of his son-in-law to be? What gifts are given to each person in the Kaelo family? How does this heighten the conflict in the narrative on both sides of the divide?

	What motive does Oloisudori have in the way he dresses, arrives and the gifts he gives? What does this mean about his values? How do the girls react to the gifts especially Taiyo? What then are their values? How does Ole Kulet use this to contrast the old and the young? 

	What does the reaction of characters to material objects elucidate the theme of Greed and Materialism? How does this show how this theme controls characters’ behavior and social values at large? 

	What role does irony play in this chapter? How does the author use it to contrast the aspirations of Kaelo and Resian in their thoughts, hopes and desires? How does this show Kaelo’s guilt and sense of betrayal on the one hand and Resian optimism and sense of focus on the other? 



















	How does Ole Kaelo go about rationalizing the abduction and marrying off of his daughter? Why doesn’t he make this decision before now? What then is his motive in making this resolve? Describe the final conflict between father and daughter. 

	How does Ole Kulet show the maturing character of Resian in this chapter? Use two adjectives to capture the changing characters of Ole Kaelo, Oloisudori and Resian in chapter 14. 

	How is Feminism brought out in this chapter in the following ways;


	Decisions being made for Resian by other people.

	Resian’s life being determined by others and her ambitions being curtailed.

	Resian’s defiance of her father and running away from the arranged marriage?


	Identify two instances of the use of the following aspects of style;


	Situational irony

	Sarcasm 

	Foreshadowing 

	Symbolism and imagery



	How does Olarinkoi heighten the conflict in chapter 15? What role do Olarinkoi’s mother and the enkabaani play in intensifying the conflict? 

	Resian’s fight in question 2 above is physical. How does this fight extend in a more forceful way in chapter 15? What character traits of Resian does the author emphasize this way? What point does the author therefore make about a woman’s body and mind?

	How is feminism stressed in Resian’s taking her life in her own hands? What point about feminism does the author make through Olarinkoi’s mother and the enkabaani? 

	How relevant is the use of biblical allusion in chapter 15? How else is imagery and symbolism used elsewhere in the chapter and with what effect? 



	What do you think is the role of the hazardous journey and the rain as Resian and the enkabaani escape from Olarinkoi? Enumerate the other problems that Resian is faced with. 

	How do the problems facing Resian help in growth/maturity of her character? What do you think is Kulet’s point? How is Resian a symbol of other girls facing similar situations? Use five adjectives qualifying character traits required in any young girl facing Resian’s situation.

	What themes emerge in chapter 16? How are they united in the larger question of the girl child? What morals do we learn through them?

	Identify use of biblical allusion in chapter 16. Read through these verses and say how they capture Resian’s state. What does Ole Kulet’s invocation of religion mean here in terms of character and theme?














	Why is it vital for Resian to relate what she experiences? Why would you want to know such details if you were in Minik’s shoes? What point does Ole Kulet make in Nabaru’s changing her point of view?

	Briefly relate how Minik receives Resian and Nabaru. Point out details that show she is patient but authoritative. 

	Why are male characters deliberately left out of the picture in this chapter? Why does the story specifically focus on the three women?

	Why do you think 95 percent of the story in this chapter comes via narration? How does this affect the reception of the narrative?



	Who is to blame for what happens to Taiyo? What do you think is the author’s point in presenting two sisters, one circumcised and the other not and having them accept their condition in the end?

	What other character of Minik do we see through the way she receives Taiyo? How does she go about breaking the news of Taiyo’s condition to her sister? How does this balance her authoritative side?

	Male characters fade away in the last character to leave positive women characters. How does the author tone down this positive aspect of women in chapter 18? How does this help create verisimilitude in the narrative? What role do you think Joseph Parmuat plays in this chapter?

	What role does flashback play in integrating the narrative here? How does it help emphasize the trauma that Taiyo goes through? 



	What would you say are the two major events in chapter 19? Which major characters feature in each event? In what ways is the last chapter a ‘clash of the titans’?

	Use opposite adjectives to capture the character of Minik and Oloisudori considering;


	Wealth versus humility

	Threats versus action

	Patient wisdom versus rash anger


	Though the last chapter makes a big point about women empowerment, how does the author show that male participation is imperative in this endeavor? How does education lead to such empowerment and how do outdated traditions curtail it?

	Contrast and juxtaposition plays a big role in this chapter. How does the author draw contrast through;


	Events

	Characters and their age

	Winning and losing?


d2d_images/cover.jpg
H. R. ole Kulet’s

Blossomis

of the

Siawzamintali

JORGES P. LOPEZ





