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    Introduction



    Edgar Allan Poe, while he lived in the nineteenth century, is still
    somewhat of a household name. Most people know something about the American
    poet. Some of his most famous works include “The Raven,” “The Tell-Tale
    Heart,” and “The Pit and the Pendulum.” But there is a
    lot that most people don’t know about the writer who helped to shape the
    literary world into something very different than what it had been prior to
    his existence. Despite the immense importance of Poe’s influence on the
    world of writing, he spent the majority of his life in poverty, just trying
    to make it by. He did experience some fame in his lifetime, but not the
    wealth and fortune one might expect.



    Poe lived a short life; he was only 40 years old when he died. But during
    that time, he would develop new forms of literature. He made the horror
    story genre into something much more engaging than what it had been.
    Readers were able to relate more to Poe’s stories because he knew how to
    pull a reader in. Poe added insight into his stories, along with a deep
    psychological aspect that had never been seen before. He drew the readers
    in with suspense and made them want to keep reading to find out what was
    going to happen. It was something that hadn’t been seen in horror stories
    before.



    The ever-popular detective story was born out of the way Poe wrote his “The
    Murders in the Rue Morgue.” The game of trying to figure out who did what
    in the stories is something that started with Poe’s writing. He inspired
    many other writers after him. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was one such writer
    who found inspiration from the writing of Poe.



    Poe also worked hard to elicit change for writers and their wages. He was
    poor for much of his working life since writers weren’t paid very much for
    their work and talent. He was one of the first American writers to try to
    make a living by just writing. Writers in that time had other jobs, only
    doing writing on the side. Poe fought for writers to be paid more and for
    there to be better copyright laws to protect their work.



    Edgar Allan Poe has given the world many notable works of literature and
    was a pioneer in the literary industry. In his lifetime he wrote poetry,
    hundreds of essays, a novel, short stories, a book of scientific theory, a
    textbook, and hundreds of book reviews. He’s been called a lot of different
    things. Some of which were not very becoming but stemmed from vengeful
    writings from a scorned anthologist and editor who had been targeted by
    Poe’s critical review statements earlier on. Outside of the tactless things
    that one man wrote about Poe, he’s been called the Master of Macabre, the
    Father of the Detective Story, and a pioneer of science fiction. His mere
    40 years of life changed the literary world forever.



Chapter One



    The Poe Family and the Allan Family



    “Poetry is the rhythmical creation of beauty in words.”



    —Edgar Allan Poe



    Edgar Allan Poe began his life on January 19, 1809, as Edgar Poe. He was
    born to his parents, Elizabeth Arnold Hopkins Poe and David Poe, Jr., in
    Boston, Massachusetts as the second of three children. His biological
    parents were traveling actors, and Poe didn’t spend much time with them;
    both would be dead within the first three years of his life. Shortly after
    Poe’s birth, in 1810, his father left the family. He abandoned his wife and
    three children and would be dead after two years. Poe’s mother, meanwhile,
    died of consumption (pulmonary tuberculosis) in 1811.



    With no parents to care for them, the young Poe children were split up and
    sent to live with other families. Edgar Poe was taken in by a wealthy
    merchant named John Allan, whose family was from Scotland, and his wife,
    Frances Valentine Allan. Edgar’s older brother, William Henry Leonard Poe,
    and his younger sister, Rosalie Poe, went to other families. While the
    Allans never formally adopted Poe, they gave him the name Edgar Allan Poe
    and had him baptized in the Episcopal Church.



    Poe lived in the Allans’ home in Richmond, Virginia. John Allan was a
    businessman with his hand in a few different industries. One of his most
    successful ventures was with tobacco. He was quite wealthy and would
    sometimes spoil Poe with some of his fortunes. But those moments were
    intermixed with others that were almost the complete opposite; when he
    wasn’t being spoiled, Poe was subjected to some severe discipline. This
    back and forth, ebb and flow of affection from John Allan would eventually
    lead to a very tumultuous relationship between him and Poe as time went on.
    As Poe got older, the relationship between him and his foster father would
    become more and more strained.



    In 1815, the Allan family sailed away to Britain. During that time, Poe,
    who was only six years old, started attending grammar school in Irvine,
    Scotland, which was John Allan’s original hometown. The Allan family,
    meanwhile, went on to London. Poe did not go to school in Scotland for very
    long though; the next year, Poe reunited with his family in London. While
    in London, he went to a boarding school in Chelsea. He studied there until
    the summer of 1817. After that, Poe attended school at Reverend John
    Bransby’s Manor House School at Stoke Newington, just north of London. Poe
    and his family moved back to Richmond, Virginia in 1820.



    John Allan did his best to raise Poe to be a good businessman and a
    Virginia gentleman. He wanted him to be a successful merchant like he was
    himself. But Poe didn’t have it in him to be a cultivator of business
    dealings; it didn’t interest him. Instead, Poe was fascinated with the
    writings of the British poet Lord Byron. He aspired to write poetry himself
    and fantasized about what it would be like to be a great poet like Byron.
    The difference in their interests would continue to cause a rift between
    Allan and Poe. As Poe got older and more determined about his path in life,
    Allan became frustrated with him and his literary antics. Eventually,
    tensions between the two would boil over. The relationship would never be
    one of a loving father and son.



    In 1824, Richmond put on a big celebration to mark the Marquis de Lafayette
    visiting the city. Poe was part of the celebration as the lieutenant of the
    youth honor guard in Richmond.



    The following year, Allan’s uncle, William Galt, who was one of the
    wealthiest businessmen of the area, died. Galt left Allan a large
    inheritance, including real estate that was the equivalent of about
    $750,000. Allan, who was already quite wealthy, became one of the richest
    men in Virginia. In celebration of this, he used some of that inheritance
    to purchase a large brick house with two stories. The home was known by the
    name Moldavia. There is a photograph still in existence of the home, but
    the house itself no longer stands. In fact, none of the homes Poe ever
    lived in survive to this day.



    Poe left home to go to college at the University of Virginia in 1826. While
    Poe did well in his classes and made good grades, he was accumulating quite
    a lot of debt. Allan had given Poe some money to fund his education, but it
    wasn’t enough to cover all of his expenses. Poe was living very poorly. He
    reportedly burned some of his furniture for heat, and he took up gambling
    to try to make money. The debts he accrued became another point of
    contention between him and Allan. Poe couldn’t even make it through his
    first term; he was forced to drop out and return to Richmond.



    Upon returning to the Allan home, things did not get better for Poe. Allan
    was very disappointed and angry with his foster son, so he didn’t make his
    homecoming a welcome one. Also, prior to leaving for school, Poe had become
    engaged to a woman named Sarah Elmira Royster. The Royster family had lived
    across the street from Poe at the Moldavia house, and Sarah became Poe’s
    teenage sweetheart. While he was away, however, he had become estranged
    from her. After coming home, he went to visit Sarah at her house where he
    found that she had moved on and was marrying someone else, a man named
    Alexander Shelton. Sarah’s parents had not approved much of her
    relationship with Poe, and they felt that Shelton would be a more suitable
    husband and provide a better life for their daughter. Life for Poe was
    tough at this point and filled with many disappointments.



    Poe only lasted a few months after coming back to Richmond. The tension
    between him and Allan hit a peak, and Poe left in anger. He stormed out of
    the house vowing to become successful at what he really wanted to do. Early
    in 1827, Poe went to Boston to chase


Conclusion



    Edgar Allan Poe is one of the literary world’s most influential people
    ever. He is responsible for creating some of the most famous poetry and
    short stories ever written. His work has been assigned for reading and
    analyzing in American literature classes for decades. And Poe’s influence
    can be felt in more than just educational literature classes.



    Poe made waves in the world of his time, but his waves have continued to
    roll all the way to the shores of the present. He was given the nickname
    “The Father of the Detective Story” because he wrote the first stories
    using deductive reasoning as a concept for telling a story. His short story
    “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” introduced to the world the first ever
    fictional detective, Dupin. Dupin would go on to be a part of two more
    stories by Poe. The world is still intrigued with suspenseful detective
    stories such as the stories about Sherlock Holmes.



    Before Poe, writers did not often try to make a living by writing alone. It
    was customary that writers would write on the side but held other jobs for
    their living. Poe was one of the first people to try to distinguish himself
    as a writer by trade and not simply as a hobby. He managed to make a living
    by writing critical reviews and stories in magazines, but he never made
    much money doing it. He also didn’t make much money writing his stories and
    poems, regardless of how successful some of them proved to be. Poe lived
    most of his life as a poor man. While he did earn some notoriety during his
    years alive in the world, his celebrity status has increased by a number
    beyond comprehension in the century and a half after his untimely death.



    Edgar Allan Poe was thought to have been a drunken, drug-riddled, insane
    madman for a very long time. It’s since been discovered that much of what
    we believed to be true about Poe has come from an obituary and a memoir
    written by Rufus Griswold, who had been publicly criticized by Poe in a
    negative review of his work and himself.



    Poe had a troubled life sometimes, not seeing much success financially, and
    losing his parents, foster parents, and wife through the years. He did
    drink heavily at times but was never into drugs. Before he died, he was
    found delirious in the streets of Baltimore, but he wasn’t an insane
    madman. His death is still a mystery and will probably remain so forever.



    Edgar Allan Poe lived for only a short time, but his work will live on
    forever as long as there are people around to read it or any of the
    thousands upon thousands of other works that have been created through the
    influence of Edgar Allan Poe.


