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Praise for Homeschool Your Child for Free

We purchase very, very little in the way of paid curriculum, so free resources make up about 95 percent of our curriculum resources.

—Patty Wiens,
      Christian homeschool mom to six, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

From the free printable calendars on the wall, to online video, to free audiobook downloads for our MP3 players, to unit studies … there is such an abundance of excellent free resources available!

—Darnia Hobson, unschooling mum of three, New Zealand

We have used lots of free homeschooling resources. Most of the free resources I have used are from online. We have found lots of free lesson plans that give me springboards for ideas. We have found lots of hands-on crafts and experiments to go with lessons online. We subscribe to homeschool radio shows and currclick.com and use their weekly free resources but have made purchases through them as well. We also have free posters from online resources or free Montessori cards to teach geographical terms.

—Terri Vitkovitsky,
      homeschooling mom of five, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

Free stuff? Yes, yes, and more yeses! Because of the changing economy and the addition of another baby to the family this past year, we are focusing more and more on free resources for education. We frequent the library for books on any unit we are covering, as well as for videos and pleasure reading. We use the Internet a lot as well. Our church has a library of educational videos and DVDs. I also trade out resources with friends as much as possible.

—Cheryl Lemily,
      Christian, wife, mom, and education facilitator, Fleming, Colorado

I use free resources like there is no tomorrow! Especially online—I don’t accept that it’s not out there, and try to find it regardless. Education is meant to be free to all, isn’t it!? Our local paper prints community events each week. Our national library loans free to teachers. Companies and government organizations often offer materials for free too. Because of our flexibility, these can all be folded in wherever appropriate.

—Work-at-home mom of four
      from Jacaranda Tree Learning Co-operative, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand

We absolutely use free resources! Whenever possible. As a single parent, I have no budget for homeschooling. We’ve been so blessed over the years that I have no doubt we are supposed to be doing this.

—Raylene Hunt, single home-educating mom of two, Maine

When we started homeschooling (unexpectedly), I was not working. We used completely free resources for the first six months. We still homeschool for almost free, as I have supplemented a few things with used texts.

—Monica Allison,
      single homeschooling mom of one, Broussard, Louisiana
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This book is dedicated to my husband,
who rescues souls and sees to their education.
And to an entire houseful of L’il Darlin’s
who homeschool us every day.
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Foreword
by Kristine Farley

ARE YOU READY for a grand adventure?

In 1988, my second child was struggling with a kindergarten teacher who didn’t like stragglers. A friend introduced me to homeschooling as a viable option. As I read books by John Holt, Raymond Moore, and others, I felt divinely directed to homeschool. I knew I could meet the needs of my children individually, and that we could be closer as a family. For us, homeschooling has become a lifestyle.

The world of homeschooling today is nothing like it was a couple of decades ago, when we started. LauraMaery’s first homeschooling book opened the world of the Internet to me and showed me all the options that were available in cyberspace. Thanks to her, I now have almost too many options for materials, resources, and information.

Online resources have been a great supplement to our homeschooling effort. We have always homeschooled in an eclectic way, focusing on the children’s and my interests and talents, as well as the flow of the seasons. By this I mean, our schooling takes a different twist in the late summer, when we put up the garden harvest. This becomes our unit study and a great time for us to talk.

The first week of October to late November, our studies become more academic in nature. During the holiday season we look for ways to improve our community and serve our fellow man. This sometimes has included making quilts for humanitarian aid, providing hands-on help with flood relief, coordinating donations of household items for natural-disaster victims, and coordinating and preparing Christmas Eve dinners for those in need.

After the New Year, we start another season of academic focus, along with a concentration on talent and interest projects. We use individual unit studies and hands-on activities and adventures. These have included Boy Scout merit badges, projects with our church’s youth groups, tending animals, art, sports, crafts, and sewing.

Toward the end of April we begin another season of garden preparation and tending the newborn animals. Everyone has responsibilities and helps in their own way, and collectively we learn and grow—no pun intended.

The cycle of the seasons continues through the summer, with lots of outdoor projects, experiments, camping, and family fun.

The children are learning how to set goals and provide a good flow of different activities throughout the day. Sometimes children will become immersed in a particular study, and I have really tried to honor their “work” and not interrupt them. Other times, changing activities helps them to stay excited and motivated, because of the many projects they are allowed to juggle.

Throughout the year, the kids are reading books individually, and aloud to the family. Often, the books relate to what we are doing. Once, we read Heidi around a campfire by night while camping in the mountains, and, like Heidi, spent part of our days hiking and collecting herbs and berries.

The children in our large family have many different learning styles. We see both their strengths and their weaknesses as opportunities for learning. Reading works by pioneers such as Raymond Moore helped me to see that all of my children weren’t going to be ready to read at four or five years old and that there are great benefits to developing in other ways at their own pace. As a result, we have had children who were reading by five and some that really didn’t click until they were twelve or thirteen years old. That’s okay, because God made each of us different, and as a homeschooling family we can each grow in our own way and in our own time.

With seven children, four grown to date, this has been a grand adventure that still excites me as a mom. I get to see children become independent, capable people who know who they are, know how to learn anything they want, and are successful in whatever they choose. I wouldn’t trade our homeschooling life for anything.

Kristine Farley is an author and homeschooling mom, as well as a master rapid eye technician and wellness coach. While she raises her family she operates Joyful Empowerment, her Web business. She lives with her children and her husband, Scott, on a mini-farm in the foothills of Mount Rainier.





Introduction
to the Second Edition

SINCE THE FIRST edition of Homeschool Your Child for Free, our family has graduated four homeschoolers—all of whom are now in college and university and doing very well academically. They’re even funding their own college costs (which makes us very proud!). Homeschooling your child for free actually works!

We continue to teach our children—even the ones in college, who still seek our academic advice from time to time—and we continue to do it without spending a penny. We love our library, and we love our co-op. But most of all, we love our freedom. We explore, we read, we use community resources, and we rely on the marvelous academic tools available to us online.

When we began our homeschooling journey, the Internet was barely a blip. The resources we used at the time were sparse, and most of them weren’t very good.

Things have changed pretty dramatically in the intervening years. Now we’re crazy about Wikipedia. (In fact, we generally edit at least half a dozen Wikipedia articles a week.) We love Yahoogroups and Google and a thousand other tools that didn’t even rate a mention in the first edition.

In fact, there’s so much available now that instead of helping you find something—anything—to teach a subject, we’ve spent months and months winnowing down the tens of thousands of possibilities.

Nearly every resource in this edition of Homeschool Your Child for Free is new. The resources are incredible, the information is deep, and the education will be meaningful.

This edition also uses much shorter URLs than we had in the first edition, making the book much easier to use.

We’ve also included several entirely new sections. In this edition, you’ll find great tools for:


	free online courses


	public school partnering


	information literacy


	handwriting and penmanship


	business entrepreneurship


	culture and society


	graduating a homeschooler


	personal financial management


	life skills


	careers and vocational guidance




We’ve retained in this edition many of the interviews we conducted with professionals who work in the fields we discuss, as well as interviews with homeschooling parents who found success in teaching their children with free resources. Some of those people have moved on in their careers, and many of those parents have graduated their children and have moved on to the next stage of parenthood: watching adult children excel.

And believe us: With the strong foundation our kids received at home, this is turning out to be the best part of parenting. Join us in our journey to making cherished children into awesome adults.

—LMG
Kent, Washington





Conventions

THIS BOOK MAKES some assumptions about you and your homeschooled children:


	We assume that you’re seeking educational material for all ages. The material here covers preschool to college. What you don’t use this year will come in handy next year; if your youngest child is nearly ready to graduate, put the preschool material on the shelf for your grandchildren.


	While children come in male and female models, English doesn’t. In this book, when we speak of a child, in the generic sense, we toss around some pronouns. Sometimes we use he; sometimes we use she. Except when we refer specifically to males or females, the pronouns are used alternately and interchangeably.


	We assume that because they’re homeschooled, your children may be more academically advanced than their peers are. (Individual attention tends to have that effect on all children.) Therefore, we believe a majority of individually schooled teenagers are capable of learning well from material written at an early college level. Many of the resources in this book are designed for first-and second-year college students. Your intelligent teenager should be presented with this material, with the expectation that even if he doesn’t absorb everything in a single sitting, he’ll nevertheless broaden his understanding through the exposure.


	We assume you want to cover specific subject matter when you teach. That’s why the resources in this book are grouped by curriculum area rather than by age.


	We assume you are capable of monitoring your children’s academic progress, and you don’t need day-to-day handholding to ensure that your children are making adequate educational advancement. We invite you to consider the curriculum material both for compliance, if that’s an issue in your state, and for reassurance. We include in the appendix a suggested curriculum scope and sequence to help you get organized. But we don’t recommend specific timetables in the belief that parents and children should make their own decisions about how and whether to incorporate their state’s curriculum standards into their homeschooling.


	Who learns from the material in this book? We assume that education is a group effort. Whether the parent studies the material and teaches the child, or the child learns the material and reports back to the parent, the effort will educate everyone. Therefore, when we say you, we generally refer to the parent, while recognizing that in many families, it will be the children who take the lead in deciding how they’ll be educated.




CREDITS

Much gratitude to the free URL redirector Tiny URL (tinyurl.com), which allowed us to convert long, complex Web addresses to something quick and easy. And yes, we made a donation to back up our thanks. The background information for some of the definitions, quotations, and biographies in this text are adapted from the following resources:


Bartleby   bartleby.com

  These include, specifically, the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations, Columbia Encyclopedia, and several others.

Biography   biography.com

Dictionary   dictionary.com

Easton’s Bible Dictionary   eastonsbibledictionary.com

Merriam-Webster Online   m-w.com

Newbury House Online Dictionary   nhd.heinle.com

Web of Online Dictionaries   yourdictionary.com



Several of the people quoted in this text are current or former volunteers at:

Ask an Expert   askanexpert.com

All Experts   allexperts.com

Homeschool Reviews   tinyurl.com/hsreviews






Chapter 1

Why We Homeschool

ALL GOOD PARENTS homeschool their children. Some do it full time. Some do it part time in partnership with professional educators. And some do it while their kids are on break from traditional schools. If you teach your children at all, you homeschool.

Homeschoolers cut across all segments of the population. Although the movement is indisputably largest in the United States (reliable research puts the number of American homeschooled children at 1.5 million, or 1 to 2 percent of school-age children), Canadians, Europeans, and thousands of expatriated North American families in the military, in missionary service, in business, and in the civil service are also embracing homeschooling.
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Hotlinks

Homeschool Your Child for Free!
hsfree.com

Homeschool Reviews
tinyurl.com/hsreviews

Homeschooling
Step-by-Step
homeschoolsteps.com



Homeschoolers advocate dozens of educational philosophies, ranging from strict school-at-home programs to militant unschooling. There are parents who have home-schooled from birth, parents who enroll their children in supplemental classes, and parents who embrace public or private school and supplement it with their own after-school and weekend programs.

While the homeschooling movement is often perceived as conservative in nature, a sizable number of homeschoolers are adamantly liberal. Homeschoolers cover the range of human experience. They include self-avowed “hippies,” rural farm families, gay couples, single parents, grandparents, stepparents, and kindly aunts.

Some families homeschool in small church or neighborhood “coops,” some are affiliated with charter or private schools, and some go it alone. Some homeschooling families are devoutly religious; some have no religious affiliation at all. The homeschooling community embraces Pagans and Catholics, Bahá’ís and Mormons, Buddhists and Sikhs, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Protestant Christians, Hindus and serious atheists, Muslims and Jews.

Parents homeschool because their children are gifted, learning disabled, behavior disordered or easily overlooked, hyperactive, or just plain bored. Some parents homeschool because they feel undermined or unsafe. Most parents homeschool for smaller classes, individual attention, and customized curriculum. And most of all, parents homeschool their kids because they simply want to. Because they’re good parents, and they believe it’s the best thing for their children.
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When kids come up to mine and say, “Aw, why don’t you quit homeschooling and go to public school where you can make friends and have a social life?” I am pleased when my kids say, “Naw, I like homeschooling.” Those are great moments.

—Rebecca Lynn Miller, homeschool mom who wants better life options for her kids, Hudson, Florida





No matter how—or why—you homeschool, you’re welcome here. And congratulations on choosing to teach your children both economically and intelligently.

Intelligently? Absolutely. In choosing this book, you’re gaining access to thousands of resources that make up the best and most current information available anywhere. No stodgy, fifteen-year-old, out-of-date textbooks for your kids. By choosing to homeschool your child for free, you’re also choosing to homeschool your child for now. For the world your child lives in today, rather than the world that existed in 1996, when many of her friends’ out-of-date social studies and science textbooks were written. If you use this book properly, you’ll also teach your sons and daughters how to find their independent way around modern technology to do the kind of research and study that will make them successful in college and the business world.

By making wise, intelligent, frequent use of the Internet, you’re teaching your children two things: one, that there are answers to all their questions, and two, that those answers are within their grasp. You’ll teach them how to find information, how to work efficiently, how to avoid time-wasting dead ends, and how to focus on their educational goals. Do we guarantee that this book will make your child smarter? Yes, we do. Will your child be better off if he’s homeschooled? Of course. Is homeschooling the answer to all your problems? Well…

Here’s how it works. If you haven’t yet been on the Internet, it’s time to start. Visit your community library, recreation center, or YMCA and ask for assistance. In most North American locations, community Internet access is available for free. And you can get help from the librarian, the neighborhood computer geek, or a friendly family member. Ask your Designated Tutor to teach you two skills: surfing the Web and using email.

Once you know what you’re doing, save yourself the headache of living at the library and get online at home. Bet you can do it for free! Here’s how: There’s someone in your neighborhood, congregation, or family who has an unused computer. (Our own family has to find a home for one of our old computers every year or so, as we upgrade the clunker for something more current.) Put the word out that you’re looking for a PC, and offer to barter child care or some other skill in exchange for that computer. To our family, taking the computer off our hands and putting it to good use would be payment enough. Your cost may vary.

If you have your own computer, it’s not hard to get online for free. Here are some options:

Juno   juno.com


Ten hours of free online time each month and a 1G email account. Access from all fifty U.S. states. It’s advertising-supported, which slows down access somewhat.



NetZero   netzero.net


Offers ten hours of free access each month. It works in fifty U.S. states. Like Juno, it’s advertising-supported.



Free Internet Access Providers
emailaddresses.com/email_internet.htm


Here you can find free ISPs around the world, including several regional U.S. providers. You’ll also find reviews and listings for other free services.



Readers with laptop computers have even better options. Free highspeed wireless Internet access is available in nearly every community in North America, and most cities around the world. Here’s how to find a nearby wi-fi hotspot:

WiFi Hotspot List   wi-fihotspotlist.com


A directory of public hotspots for wireless Internet access. Type in an address, and the site searches for the nearest wi-fi point.



WiFi FreeSpot   wififreespot.com


Another directory of public hotspots. This one is organized by U.S. state, and lists only those spots that provide free Internet access.



Whether you have your own Internet access or not, you can get free email from any connected computer. The advantage of using web-based email is that you can check your mail from any computer. Hundreds of organizations provide free web-based email accounts; these sites are my personal favorites. Visit one to set up your own free account:

Doramail   doramail.com


Email server with organizational tools. Calendar, homepage builder, greeting cards, and more. Easy sign up, easy to use.



Gmail   gmail.com


Relatively clean interface, good spam filters. Hugely popular.
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The best moments for me happen when my children thank me for bringing them home to learn. It is exciting to see them become excited about learning again.

—Patty Wiens, Christian homeschool mom to six, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan





Inbox   inbox.com


Absolute favorite. Easy sign-up, an incredible thirty gigs of online storage, spam filtering, easy-to-remember domain name. Plus, it’s relatively unknown, so whatever name you want is probably available.



Lycos Mail   lycosmail.com


Cleanest interface, relatively unknown, easy signup. Stores up to 3G of email and attachments. Also provides voice mail and instant messaging services



To make good use of all the free resources in the book, you’ll also need good software. Until recently, free software consisted mostly of single-purpose shareware utilities that provided pop-up clocks and calendars, or fixed your non-working mouse. Today, though, free software has grown up. Full suites of software are available in two formats: online and downloadable. You choose.

Google Docs   docs.google.com


Everyone’s talking about Google Docs. There’s a reason Microsoft wanted to buy the company. Docs includes a web-based word processor, spreadsheet, and presentation tool, with more to come.



Thinkfree   thinkfree.com


Thinkfree is the least known of the three major online suites, but it claims to have the best integration with Microsoft products. The interfaces will be more familiar to Office users.



Zoho   zoho.com


An entire suite of business software, free, online, ready to go. Word processor, spreadsheet, database … it’s all there. And more. How do they do this without charging?
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We were discussing the possibility of adopting a child from the foster care system. I mentioned that a number of kids are ADHD and have behavioural problems and trouble in school. My ten-year-old son cocked his head and said, “Well, just get them out of school and homeschool them! It worked for me, didn’t it?”

—Darlene Pineda, an intelligent, liberal family person, Elizabeth City, North Carolina





Open Office   openoffice.org

Downloadable suite of software that runs on almost any platform, including Macintosh, and is comparable to Microsoft Office. It includes word processing, spreadsheets, presentations, graphics, databases, and more.

StarOffice   sun.com/software/star

Word processor, database, spreadsheet, presentation, and drawing suite. Free to students and faculty. Runs on Windows, Linux, or Solaris platforms.

Lotus Symphony   symphony.lotus.com

The third of the three major downloadable suites. Includes a word processor, spreadsheet, and presentation application.

Now you’re set to Homeschool Your Child For Free! This book focuses on four main areas. Chapters 2 and 3 give you the lowdown on homeschooling. In chapter 2, you’ll find solutions to all kinds of homeschooling issues. Chapter 3 helps you pull together a full homeschool curriculum, from preschool through pre-college. Chapters 4 through 6 examine the essentials of education: readin’, writin’, and ’rithmetic. Chapters 7 through 11 provide a full liberal-arts education: art, history, music, social studies, and humanities. In the subsequent two chapters, 12 and 13, you’ll find the hard sciences. Finally, we offer graduation guidance: a chapter on college admissions, careers, and independent living/home economics. From cradle to adulthood, your child will be homeschooled for free! Want more? The following resources are associated with this book, and will supplement and update the material you’re holding in your hands. As long as this edition is in print, these resources will be available to you:

Homeschool Your Child for Free!   hsfree.com


The largest homeschool database on the Net. Thousands of sites—reviewed, rated, and updated regularly. As an owner of the most current edition of this book, you can register for access to the site, submit your own resources, search for help, participate in the Homeschool for Free discussion area, and locate additional resources.



Homeschool Reviews   tinyurl.com/hsreviews


The mailing list for homeschooling using free curriculum and educational resources. Members who contribute to the list may be eligible to win a free copy of the next edition of Homeschool Your Child for Free!



Homeschooling Step-by-Step   homeschoolsteps.com


The companion book to Homeschool Your Child for Free. Topics we touch on briefly in this survey of free homeschooling resources are covered in-depth in Homeschooling Step-by-Step. How to run the legal gauntlet, the finances of single-income homeschooling, creating your own curriculum materials, and developing a learning environment, along with scores of approaches to and philosophies of homeschooling that will exactly meet your family’s needs at every stage of your homeschooling experience. Find an excerpt from Step-by-Step in the appendix at the back of this book.




Chapter 2

Homeschool How-To’s

THERE ARE TWO kinds of homeschooling families: those who approach it as a right and a duty, and those who come to homeschooling out of necessity or out of frustration with the alternatives. Because of the great support available through publications, home-school groups, and most of all, the Internet, it doesn’t take long for those in the second category to convert to the first. And the successes their children experience in homeschool keep them coming back for more.
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Hotlinks

Greenlance
greenlance.com

Homeschool FAQs
tinyurl.com/hsfaqs

Homeschool Journal
homeschooljournal.net

WikiHow Homeschooling
tinyurl.com/catehs



Joey Easley, a homeschooled teen from Gig Harbor, Washington, is an example of the success of homeschooling. Joey was homeschooled for the final nine years of his primary and secondary education and then went on to attend a local community college. This is Joey’s take on the homeschooling experience: “Homeschooling has been great for me. Now that I am going to a community college I have been able to understand better the ups and downs of homeschooling. Probably the biggest plus for me was going at my own pace. Having to sit through sometimes weeks of class learning stuff I already knew was very frustrating. Then again, sometimes the class got going too fast and I got left behind. Another reason I think homeschooling is so great is that it is more focused on just learning, and not on finding out how much you already know.

“The downside, of course, is the social aspect. I have been very blessed because I have so many friends who were homeschooled. If we did our work fast enough, we could get done at noon and play the rest of the day. We also have homeschool sports clubs in which I played soccer and basketball; I also have friends who played varsity sports at the local high school. So I was not lacking at all in my social interactions.

“I think homeschooling gives me the advantage over public-schoolers because I can focus more on the things that I think (actually, my mother usually makes the decisions) would be the most useful in my life, and I get to skip things that might be useful for others but have no relevance to me.”

This chapter is your initiation into homeschool. In the next chapter of this book you’ll begin building a curriculum and learn about various homeschooling philosophies; in subsequent chapters, you’ll find resources for every academic area you’ll encounter as a homeschooler.

In this chapter, though, you’ll begin your homeschool journey by learning about some of the most important issues facing homeschoolers, and finding supportive answers for your questions and dilemmas. We start with a discussion of Internet safety. We then introduce some useful teaching skills, and discuss ways to motivate reluctant homeschoolers. The subsequent sections of this chapter cover homeschooling difficulties, legal issues, standardized testing, socialization, and three kinds of support: real-life support groups, email lists, and various sorts of electronic “boards.”

First, though, an introduction to homeschooling. These resources introduce homeschooling, explain its appeal, and show you how to get started. Bon voyage!

10 Steps to Achieving Your Goals   lifeexcellence.com/workshop.htm


A strategy for setting and achieving goals. It’s a good framework for developing your own life plan.



Active Learning Practices for Schools (ALPS)
learnweb.harvard.edu/alps/home


A Harvard University resource that will help you determine your own educational philosophies and implement them in your teaching.



Are You Considering Homeschooling?
whywehomeschool.com/hsconsider.htm


A ten-step action plan for getting started as a homeschooler. Christian oriented.



Commonly Asked Questions About Homeschooling
elainemcewan.com/hscaq.htm


An excellent list of advantages of homeschooling, along with a list of drawbacks and solutions.



Determining Your Educational Philosophy
angelfire.com/al3/merchandise/determine.html


Despite the misleading title, this article classifies homeschoolers into four groups, and suggests parents should approach homeschooling based on their family’s convictions, values, and needs.



Develop a Strategy for Successful Homeschooling
crosswalk.com/homeschool


One of many channels on the Christian web portal Crosswalk. The homeschooling channel sponsors an active discussion forum and publishes well-done articles on teaching from home.



Goal Setting   mindtools.com/page6.html


Six succinct articles on goal setting, including one on why you should even bother setting goals. Consider doing an entire unit study on goal setting, making this your starting point for learning.



Greenlance   greenlance.com


Regular reviews of the “Best of the ’Net.” Greenlance tracks family-friendly resources made to benefit grown-ups. The site reviews many educational resources, as well as resources for responsible parents and competent adults who need to run a home and family. If the writing seems familiar, perhaps it’s because the site belongs to yours truly. If a site interests this homeschooling mom, it’ll probably interest you, too.



Homeschool FAQs   tinyurl.com/hsfaqs


Frequently asked questions about homeschooling. It’s brimming with good advice for newbies and for everyone else.



Homeschool Issues & Concerns
homeschooloasis.com/article_chart.htm


Visit the Homeschool Issues and Concerns link first. One article documents the regrets of a family that didn’t homeschool. What they learned, and why they wouldn’t do the same thing again. Another about eight motivations for homeschooling. Much to contemplate in this list of questions.



Homeschool Journal   homeschooljournal.net


Click the Member Directory link for access to an overwhelming number of homeschooling blogs—online journals where homeschool families report their journeys. You’ll want to bookmark this one.



How Do We Get Started in Homeschooling?   tinyurl.com/hsstart


Six steps to effective Christian homeschooling. This is a formal approach that includes membership in a national organization and keeping a clean home.



School Choices   schoolchoices.org


Here’s the research that demonstrates that school choice works, and that private education is more effective than public. Lots of articles, essays, and information on getting politically active in protecting your right to homeschool.



The Ten Most Important Things
homeschool.com/articles/mostimportant


Elizabeth Kanna responds to ten common concerns about homeschooling. An inspirational list.



Things I Wish I Had Known   tinyurl.com/thingshs


A Christian family describes what they’d do differently if they were just starting out. This mom found solace in the knowledge that God was directing her path.



Why Homeschool?   eho.org/why_homeschool


A nice collection of reassuring articles on why homeschooling is a good option. The author explains, “These resources are especially presented for those who are considering whether homeschooling is the right choice for their family.”



WikiHow Homeschooling   tinyurl.com/catehs


WikiHow is younger than Wikipedia, but has the same noble goal: articles written by a community of volunteers. Read what others have said about homeschooling topics such as “How to Overcome Opposition to Homeschooling” and “How to Homeschool Yourself,” then contribute your own guidelines and advice.



Internet Safety

YOU’VE HEARD THE horror stories. And they’ve probably scared you, right?


Safety: From the Latin salvus (safe). To be secure from danger, risk, or harm.



You can relax. It really is safe to go back in the cyberwater.

There are lots of good reasons why the Internet is actually a safe place for your children.

First and foremost, there’s the fact that you are their parent. As a homeschooler, you already know the importance of being involved in your children’s lives. Is there any real chance your child has a stash of weapons in the garden shed in preparation for blowing up the neighborhood?

The second safety net is related. You have taught them right from wrong, right? Many homeschooled parents report that their children are more chary of inappropriate Internet sites than they are themselves. The policy in our home has always been: “Everyone’s allowed to make mistakes, to accidentally open a bad website, so long as you immediately come tell me about it. But if I find bad things in your online history, we’ll have a real problem.” The rare times my kids opened inappropriate websites, they made a beeline to let me know. I’d block the domain, and we maintained peace in our home.

North Carolina homeschooler Terri Vitkovitsky has a strategy for keeping her kids safe. “Keeping my kids safe on the Internet is definitely a concern. I don’t really feel I should keep them from the Internet altogether because this is really a skill they need in the modern world. First off, we try to keep the computer in a visible location. We bought a rolling computer cart from IKEA, and strapped down the monitor and CPU. This way if the kids have computer time, it can be where I am and I have some control. Our computer is also password-protected, so the kids have to ask permission and have me unlock it before they can use it—this way I know they are on it. They are only allowed to go to websites we have given them permission to go to.”
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Missourian Lori Ramey has stronger advice: “Get a filter! We use one, and we love it.” But that’s not enough, she says. “Even with a filter, it is important to be with your children when they are online. They can accidentally wander somewhere they don’t want to be in a moment. Plus being with them gives you an opportunity to gain insight into what they are interested in and to discuss anything that might come up that concerns or confuses them.”

For Tristi Pinkston of Orem, Utah, filters have a downside. “It’s impossible to keep them totally safe. Things pop up all the time. You can get a good filter, but as your children get older and start learning about racism and the Holocaust and other topics that the filters find disturbing, they won’t be able to access information because of the filters.” Her solution? Information. “When your children reach that age, I think that information is the best line of defense. Talk to them about the dangers on the Internet. Explain to them what they might see so that as soon as it comes up, they can get out of it. Tell them to reach out and shut off the monitor immediately, rather than trying to click out of it—often, the sites that come up are hard to click out of, and they’ve gotten an eyeful while trying to click. If they are taught to flip off the monitor, they’ll see a lot less. And, of course, keep the computer in a high-traffic area in your home. You should always be nearby when your children are on the Internet. If your teen has a computer in their room, it should not have Internet access.”

Maryland mom Diana Malament controls access at the connection point. “Download what you want to use and then disconnect the computer from the modem.” She also finds it useful to set time boundaries. “Schedule specific limits (half an hour each day), and stick with them. Know who your child’s online friends are. It might be best to have them communicate only with people they know in everyday life. Use screen savers with a password when your kids are not allowed on the Internet. If they need to use computer for schoolwork, just disconnect the Internet.”

Controlling children’s email access is a safety concern for homeschooler Cheryl Lemily of Colorado. “We all have the same email account, so I know who is sending mail to my son. I’m sure as he gets older and needs more privacy, he will get his own account, but we, as his parents, reserve the right to monitor it.”

The following list contains some great carefully vetted tools for teaching your own kids to be safe on the Net.

Be Cybersmart!   cybersmartcurriculum.org


Lesson plans, videos, and other curriculum materials for teaching Internet safety. Safe kids are able to engage in creative inquiry, collaboration, and critical thinking.



Common Sense Media   commonsensemedia.org


Great reviews on hundreds of websites for school-age children. It provides a “content” rating system for all forms of media, including movies and music.



Connect Safely   connectsafely.org


A discussion forum, safety tips, and videos make this site worth reading with your kids.




Teaching
Internet
Safety


Make sure that the computers are in a place where they can be watched and not in the child’s bedroom. Sit with them and help them explore websites. Bookmark some of their favorite sites. Place filters through the use of software that will not let them gain access to certain websites. Periodically check where they have gone on the Web and discuss your findings for inappropriate sites.

—LA, wife of one and an M.O.M. (mother of many), Flint, Michigan





Definitions of Privacy   tinyurl.com/defpriv


A lesson plan about the dangers of camera cell phones and the importance of protecting privacy.



GetNetWise   getnetwise.org


If you’re worried about online safety, you must get netwise. Educate yourself and your children about using the Internet safely with videos and tools for reporting trouble.



K9 Web Protection   k9webprotection.com


An award-winning free Internet filtering program. It will filter content for your family.



McGruff   mcgruff.org


An informative website with tips and advice for talking to your children about the Internet. The site includes many fun safety games for children, along with stories and videos geared toward children.



Onguard Online.Gov   onguardonline.gov


The federal government and the technology industry join together to create tips for Internet safety. They even provide a few interactive “games” to help you avoid predators, fraud, and identity theft.



Safety Land   tinyurl.com/safetyland


Animated game with music and fun lessons teaching kids how to be safe online.



Surfer Beware   surferbeware.com


Shares tips on avoiding “digital hacking” and other perils that we run into as we and our children surf the Internet.



Teen Chat Decoder   teenchatdecoder.com


Finally you can decode what your teens are saying online! This site also provides articles related to teens on the Internet. Very informative.



The Internet and Your Child   theinternetandyourchild.org


A wonderful nonprofit organization that offers free classes taught by law enforcement officers and computer professionals. The classes cover hacking, fraud, email, sex crimes, chat rooms, and more. A must for any family with a computer.



Teaching Tips


Advice: From the Middle French avis (opinion). Counsel regarding an issue or a course of action.



JOYCE DOWLING, A graduated homeschooling mother of two from Prince George’s County, Maryland, has something to say to parents who are afraid they can’t teach their children: “If you can be a good parent, you can be a good homeschooling parent. After all, what kind of training did you have for parenting?”

Robin Goddard, raising a family of eight children in Washington state, has advice for new homeschoolers: Relax. “We’ve changed lots through the years and used different methods and techniques as our children have gotten older and our family has grown. I guess the most important ‘technique’ we’ve used is flexibility!”

Brenda Ulrich also homeschools a crowd. For her, teaching is a different adventure with each child. “Because I have six kids with six different personalities, I use different techniques for each,” says this Washington mom. “I have some who can learn just about anything by reading a book, some who need to ‘see’ things to understand, and some who learn best when they can do it ‘hands-on.’ I’ve gone from very structured, to completely unstructured, to somewhere in the middle over the past eleven years and will continue to change as I see my kids’ needs change.”

Still worried that it’s too hard? Here’s a ninth-grader from the Middle East who’s got it all figured out. R. J. Artty’s parents are homeschoolers. English is not his first language, but his advice to parents is brilliant:
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	Always start by explaining.


	Maintain eye contact to see whether the child is keeping up or not.


	Head nodding does not necessarily mean that the child has understood. Other signs that the child is not focusing include repeated words like “Uh-huh, yeah, go on, I’m listening.”


	Watch out for the glazed-eye expression.


	Do not bore your child with endless talk.


	Try making as few mistakes as possible while teaching (i.e., go through what you say before you say it).


	Never explain anything unless you fully understand it.


	Do not allow your child to start fidgeting with things.


	If your child starts to shift position while sitting, this means your child has not understood a word you said, or your child is having a hard time keeping up.


	To make sure the child understands what you are saying, ask him a few questions while explaining what was previously said.


	Avoid asking yes-or-no questions.


	Keep your explanations as simple as possible and your sentences straightforward.


	Explain things by rank of difficulty—that is, start with the basics and the easiest stuff


	Try to be as creative as possible when explaining or asking questions (this depends on the child’s age).


	Never stay too long on one subject.




Kentucky homeschooler Jessica Murphy advises homeschoolers to stay flexible: “Many of the ideas I have are from books that I have read about how this person or that person homeschooled. I take what seems like it will fit for us and modify or drop as needed. It is a little harder than following a set schedule or curriculum, but it works for us, for now. So I guess my advice would be to have fun and think about how everything we do each day can prepare our children for the future. Trust yourself but get the help you need when you need it; don’t wait and then give up and trust the public school system to catch them up. It will just be heartache for all involved, in my opinion.”

Robin Tompkins is philosophical about her homeschooling routines. “The first thing I did was establish a daily routine and schedule,” reports the mother of two from Redding, California. “This included teaching the kids to be responsible for getting themselves ready (with some prompting), making their beds, and taking turns feeding our dogs. To encourage them to do this, I made up a job chart. Each morning they got to put on a sticker for each job completed. After about two months they forgot about the stickers, and now they usually fulfill their responsibilities without complaining.”

Robin’s homeschooling schedule is certainly not set in stone: “We aim to start ‘school’ at 9 A.M. each morning, but if we don’t get started until later or are ready earlier, that works.

“I had to become more flexible so as to make myself easier to live with and make learning a fun experience. I started by writing a weekly lesson plan, which works for us very well. It was especially helpful in the beginning to keep us all on track with the learning goals for the day—though again, I have become more flexible with this and allow the educational interests of the kids to take us away from the plan.”

Gina Marie (Wellman) Haugh of Tracy, California, has a practical tip for homeschooling. This is how she deals with homeschoolers who are often “on the road” during school hours: “This is my first year homeschooling. One thing I did was buy each boy a two-or three-inch binder. I cut the bindings from all the workbooks and materials that I don’t have to return. Then I three-hole-punched all the pages and inserted them in the binder behind divider tabs. In the front is a tab separator for each day of the week. I go through the materials in the back of each binder and pull out the pages for each day, then put them behind each day’s tab. If they have a spelling test or something to write, I add blank binder paper so they have everything (except for reading books) right there. We are in the car a lot, and it’s hard to carry all their books with them. This way they just have mostly their binder with all the work and the reading books they need.”


Homeschool Discounts

Most office supply and book stores offer discounts to homeschoolers. Bring in proof of homeschooling (your letter of intent will do) for a 10-to 20-percent discount on educational materials.



Ready to try a few homeschooling tricks of your own? We recommend consulting our companion book, Homeschooling Step-by-Step (tinyurl.com/hssteps), for in-depth explanations of more than a hundred approaches and techniques for homeschooling. To get you started, though, consider the lifesaving homeschooling advice available from the following resources:

101 Teaching Tips   help4teachers.com/tips.htm


Classroom-oriented, but most of these tips are easily adapted to the homeschool setting. An example: Use fabric, rather than butcher paper, for bulletin boards. You can hang up student work and take it down without all the pinholes that you would see in paper, “and when it gets too dirty, just wash it!” Another favorite: “Hot-glue the lids of a package of colored markers to the inside of a tuna can. The markers stay together that way and you don’t lose so many lids.”



A to Z Home’s Cool   homeschooling.gomilpitas.com


Ann Zeise’s venerable homeschooling site has been around for years, and it just gets better with time. Up-to-date information on homeschooling laws, statistics, events, and news is just the beginning. The tone is encouraging; the site is inclusive. Definitely a top-ten resource.



A-to-Z Teacherstuff Tips   atozteacherstuff.com/Tips


Though most of these tips are classroom-oriented, they’re easily adaptable to homeschooling. This is part of the massive A-to-Z site that houses thousands of online teaching resources. Go to the homepage to find links to themes, printables, lesson plans, tools, and more.



Activity Search   eduplace.com/activity


Searchable database of 400-plus original K-through-8 classroom activities and lesson plans for teachers and parents. Search for activities by both curriculum area and grade level, or browse activities by theme.



CAL Learning Strategies   muskingum.edu/~cal/database


A large database of strategies for approaching education. Organized by academic topic, by target age, by role, and by general strategies. Includes entries as diverse as memorization strategies, college options, and developing flowcharts in chemistry.



Funderstanding   tinyurl.com/engagekids


This site has virtually everything you want to know about education. The various teaching theories, influences, and history of public education are all covered.



Homehearts   homehearts.com


A website that clearly explains different styles of homeschooling. It offers information on the basics in choosing curriculum, networking, scheduling, and organization. A congenial site that makes everyone feel welcome.



Homemade Art Supplies   artistshelpingchildren.org/homemade.html


How to make your own paste, finger paint, watercolors, sticking gum, sidewalk chalk, play dough, and cookie crayons. What a great means to a good end!



Homeschool Lifetips   homeschool.lifetips.com


A collection of tips and advice for new homeschooling families. Sort of a graffiti board of good advice, most of which could fit on an index card.



Learning Style Survey   psuonline.pdx.edu/learnstyle


How do your children learn best? Are they primarily auditory visual, or kinesthetic learners? Use this site to assess their learning styles, for free! Then learn how to incorporate learning styles into your teaching.



Meddy Bemps   meddybemps.com


To put it simply, this site makes learning fun and they show you how to make it fun, too!



Methodology vs. Content in Teaching
garlikov.com/teaching/dialogue.html


A lengthy debate over whether it’s more important to know how to teach, or what to teach. While neither one can stand alone, this is a solid argument that a prepared parent can teach.




On Scheduling


“In studies, whatsoever a
man commandeth upon
himself, let him set hours
for it.”

—Francis Bacon, essayist





Montessori at Home   tinyurl.com/monthome


A fabulous site about “Montessoricizing” your home. The second half of this long page, under the headline “Organizing the Home,” is bursting with advice for organizing every room of your home to be educational and child-friendly



Multiple Intelligences   edwebproject.org/edref.mi.intro.html


This overview of Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences is a must for every parent. It will guide you in understanding how your child learns best. It’s one of scores of theories about learning styles. Learning styles are covered in depth in Homeschooling Step-by-Step (see Appendix).



Teaching Academic Basics
teachinghome.com/started/basics/academic.cfm


Advice for teaching reading, writing, math, higher math, and literature. Excerpts from various articles from The Teaching Home.



Teaching History   angelfire.com/al3/merchandise/history.html


Tips for teaching history in a homeschool setting. Uses various approaches, including storytelling, timelines, geography, and several others.



Teaching Tips Index   tinyurl.com/ttindex


Click the Teaching Tips Index link to view an online handbook for new teachers at the University of Hawaii. It’s a complete guide to classroom teaching, but most of the material will be very helpful in motivating and preparing a home educator. Covers learning styles, teacher organization, teaching techniques, and much more.



The Feltboard Is Your Friend   bright.net/~double/feltbo.htm


Feltboards: A great teaching tool. It’s inexpensive, fun, and infinitely versatile.



Tips for Arguing Siblings   contentmentacres.com/arguing.htm


Advice for Christian families dealing with bickering children.



VistaPrint   vistaprint.com


You’re running a school. Make it official with free business cards, rubber stamps, address labels, announcements, and more. I can’t pretend to understand the business model, but that won’t stop me from taking free stuff when it’s offered.



Motivators

SOME TIME AGO, a frustrated homeschooler asked me for advice. “How do you motivate kids who do not wish to learn?” she asked. “My eleven-and fourteen-year-olds act like everything is too hard, when they are very intelligent.”

I had a different idea. Kids love to learn, I told her. What they’re not fond of is work. That left her two options for teaching her children:


Motivate: From the Late Latin motivus (motion). To compel, induce, or incite to action.




	Persuade them that they love to work.


	Modify the work so that it becomes something they love.




My advice to this mom? Do both. Let them learn that work is important and has intrinsic value. That a sense of accomplishment is rewarding. That work is critical to the development of character.

At the same time, I said, bribe them. New York homeschooler Teena Brayen agrees. “I motivate my children by setting goals and a reward system. They especially like the field trip learning experiences, so as a reward for studying I plan a field trip for them and make it something to strive for. I also let them sign up for local sports for homeschooled children, and they really like the interaction and enjoy the time to be around peers of their same age. They also go places with the church group, but only if they have their studies up to date.”

At this age, kids are still motivated by gold stars and points… but those gold stars and points must accumulate toward something meaningful. Start small: One day’s uncomplaining work results in a new trading card or an hour of computer time. Make their “attitude” a critical component of being rewarded.
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Melinda Penberthy has incentives down to a science. “We have set up a 100 percent paper graph. We have set rewards for doing an assignment correctly. We start with simple things like an extra snack or thirty minutes later bedtime for one paper, to lunch at the park and a day at the water park for more good marks collected. She collected twenty marks for a field trip. We went on a train ride (neither of us had ever been on a train) and went to Kansas City to the museum. It was fantastic.” The Missouri mom recognizes that the system has its limits, though: “Of course we probably won’t do that for each collection of papers, but we negotiate for what she wants to do and how many papers we think would be reasonable for it. She participates in helping set up the goals, what it takes to accomplish them, and then how hard she wants to work to get to them. Then of course there are times like yesterday that we throw in a freebie and go to the park to walk the creek for some rock collecting and personal growth time—no grading involved.”

Another key to success: Look for ways to encourage them to motivate one another. If the fourteen-year-old teaches the eleven-year-old how to convert fractions to decimals by noon, they both get out of doing dishes that night. This way the older child gets the math down cold, and the eleven-year-old learns to cooperate. Interdependence builds families.

“Where there is ignorance,” wrote Epictetus, “there is also want of learning.”

Do your children “want” learning?

Set priorities and stick to them, says Erin Goldberg, a homeschooler from Kentucky. “Praise when they do well. We always do our studies before they can play or have free time to choose their own activities.”

Jo-Ann Sturko is preparing to become a teacher in Edmonton, Canada. She has several ideas for motivating reluctant learners: “Children enjoy learning when the topic being taught is relevant to them. If they can see how it can be applied to their lives in a real-world context, they are more likely to find the learning experience engaging and meaningful. When given the opportunity to learn in a ‘hands-on’ way, information is more easily stored and recalled for future experiences. An example of this is teaching multiple math concepts through visits to the grocery store.

“Hypothetical activity: Give your child a grocery list (a simple one for younger children, a more complex one for older children). The child must go through the store, find the items listed, and figure out the final cost, either by estimating or by using a calculator. Be sure to include multiples of items to allow for multiplication. This lesson will also qualify as a reading and language-development activity as the child reads labels and chooses the correct products.”

Homeschooling mom Gita Schmitz has her own ideas about motivating homeschoolers, especially those who have spent some time in the public school system. “Parents who decide to homeschool after having their kids in public school for a number of years often find their children don’t want to do anything, don’t care about anything, and are basically do-nothings—for a while. The experience of traditional school squashes the interest they used to have. There are many reasons why this happens, but my point is that it’s completely normal, and the common idea is to just let them be. They need to decompress and detoxify themselves from school. After several months or even a year of this, they start asking questions again and showing some interest in life, as they used to. And that means they’re ready to homeschool.”

Lori Ramey uses games and other activities to get her children enthusiastic about education. “I try very hard to keep school fun,” says the Missouri mother of five. “We do a lot of hands-on activities, as well as some play-acting and singing songs.”

If you’re wondering how to get your unmotivated scholar excited about academics, these resources can help:


Teaching
Freebie

Get Involved! How
Parents and Families
Can Help Their Children
Do Better in School
is adaptable to
homeschoolers. Call
877-4-ED-PUBS and
request the pamphlet
by name.



123 Certificates   123certificates.com


Certificate maker for progress in school, sports, Christian Sunday school classes, participation, hard work, and every other achievement. Fantastic graphics, fully customizable.



Academic Competitions   tinyurl.com/acadcomp


Let a bit of competition motivate your child. Get involved in any of scores of academic competitions in the arts, the sciences, mathematics, and nearly every other academic area. This list keeps track of what’s happening on the competition front.



Back-to-School Party   tinyurl.com/backparty


Start the new homeschooling year on the right foot with a back-to-homeschool party. Fun games and other ideas for starting the year off right. Works just as well in January or June as it does in September.



Cardboard Cognition   tinyurl.com/cardcog


Do your kids love board games as much as mine do? Click the Cardboard Cognition link on the left, and find a hundred or more educational board games you can make at home. Directions, printable game boards, and everything you need to educate your kids with games.



Center for Talented Youth Talent Search   cty.jhu.edu


If your children have to sit those awful tests anyway, might as well put the results to use. Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth identifies, assesses, recognizes, and provides educational opportunities for mathematically and/or verbally talented seventh-and eighth-graders. The site lists acceptable tests (it’s a comprehensive list), and the competition also accepts parent nomination forms for students who don’t have test scores available.



Cogito   cogito.org


Click the Academic Competitions link on the left for a comprehensive list of, primarily, science competitions, but also of competitions in other disciplines. Links to the National Geographic Bee, the Science Olympiad, and Model UN are among the listings.



Free Certificates, Period   dyetub.com


Certify that your child is wonderful, or hardworking, or any other attribute worth remembering. Use it to create diplomas, certificates of completion, and certificates of merit, recognition, or achievement.



Fun Brain   funbrain.com


Learning games based on grade level, or organized by curriculum area.



Hard Work and High Expectations   tinyurl.com/hardwork


Studies have shown that rewarding outstanding effort rather than academic accomplishment encourages effort by all students. These articles support this theory. Interesting reading that’ll make you think.



Homebodies   homebodies.org


A community devoted to encouraging stay-at-home parents. Homebodies.org answers all your questions from finances to organization.



Kids Are Authors   scholastic.com/bookfairs/contest


Several contests, including Kids Are Authors, where children create a 21-to 29-page picture book, and compete for prizes worth $9,000. Children are required to work in teams of at least three. For grades K through 8.



Motivating Students   teaching.berkeley.edu/bgd/motivate.html


Tools for motivating your child. “There is no single magical formula for motivating students,” the authors acknowledge. But here are some strategies worth trying.



National History Day Competition   nationalhistoryday.org


A year-long education program that culminates in a national contest every June. The top senior contestant wins a scholarship worth $75,000. For students in grades 6 through 12, including homeschoolers. More than 2 million students participate each year, and the program is supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities.



Parent Send-Home Activities
teacher.scholastic.com/lessonrepro/sendhome


Lots of ideas for homemade educational activities. Great fun!



Scholastic Art & Writing Awards   scholastic.com/artandwriting


For young artists and writers, in grades 7 to 12, to receive recognition and rewards for their creative achievements. Winners receive recognition, cash awards, and college scholarships.



Tiger Woods’ Start Something   tigerwoodsfoundation.org


Click the Tiger’s Action Plan link to access golfer Tiger Woods’ curriculum for helping kids set goals, lead, and create positive changes. The self-study guide encourages youth to think about the direction of their lives and plan their futures.



Toshiba/NSTA ExploraVision Awards Program   exploravision.org


Imagine the Future competition with tens of thousands of dollars in prizes. For grades K through 12. Homeschoolers are explicitly welcome to participate. Visit links to see winning entries from previous years.



What Kids Can Do   whatkidscando.org


Articles meant to inspire our youth. Amazing stories of amazing young people. Would be great to see additional stories submitted by homeschoolers. Hint, hint!



What Really Motivates Students?   middleweb.com/StdntMotv.html


Great article about cultivating your middle-school student’s curiosity.



Dealing with Difficulties


Difficult: From the Latin difficilis (dis [not] + facile [easy]). That which requires great effort to overcome.



DOES THE THOUGHT of teaching your children at home frighten you? Ever grow weary of the daily grind? Be honest: Do your bickering children sometimes get on your last nerve? Many of the homeschooling parents I’ve talked with say their biggest discouragement is children who are sometimes sulky sometimes argumentative, and sometimes cruel to one another.

What works for us? Our children are not permitted to fight. They often debate, and sometimes do so in loud voices, but if they ever get close to a fight, they sit knee-to-knee on the back porch or in the garage or a small bathroom, where they are required to talk peaceably together until they arrive at a mutually acceptable solution.

I foresee that when kids don’t learn to get along as children, they’ll end up as divorced adults, living alone under a bridge. That’s why this problem-solving thing is one of my Parental Articles of Faith. People sometimes express amazement at how well my kids get along with one another, but I assure you, it’s not because they’re good kids. It’s because they’ve been forced by the evil mommy to resolve their differences. Since they’ve learned that no problem is irresolvable, what’s not to get along? I never suggest solutions anymore, mostly because I’ve learned I don’t really know the dynamics of the problem. Nine times out of ten, when I listen in on their back-porch resolutions, it turns out that one or both is actually unhappy over something entirely unrelated to what they were debating in the kitchen. Most of the time, they work out some elaborate “deal” to satisfy one another, the mechanics of which I never fathom.
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Our base rule: You don’t come back into the family area until you’re both happy. That way, bullying, name-calling, and criticizing get no truck. Doing so just annoys the sibling, delays the resolution, and causes your feet to get tired! They always return to the house happy and laughing, the problem long forgotten, and excited about whatever new project they’ve devised.

I have three cautions: First, when I suspect my every-thing’s-a-joke-to-me twelve-year-old is refusing to solve the problem just so he can force his older brother to stand out on the porch for a long time, I tell him he has to participate with his hands on his head. That gets old really fast, and he quickly arrives at a solution.

Second, I’ve also spent a great amount of energy teaching them how to be active listeners, paraphrasing one another’s complaints (so that the other person is satisfied he or she has been heard) before responding or adding their own complaint to the discussion. They don’t always use these skills, but when problems seem intractable, it’s their final resort.

Finally, I’ve been doing this since they were toddlers, although I’ve seen other parents start when their kids were older. When they were young, I simply made them stand in one place and hold hands. My teenagers still fear I’ll make ’em hold hands (yuck!) or hug each other (bigger yuck!), so the parentless back porch is considered a real privilege.

Peace is our struggle. Other homeschoolers face difficulties of their own. Susie Clawson, who homeschools five children in Clearfield, Utah, has a tale for anyone who has had to deal with the common problem of disapproving family members. Being a very opinionated and outspoken person, but hopefully kind and respectful, I’ve never gotten much grief from in-laws or others. One relative was a public school teacher for years, and at first he’d drill me on things, like “Are you diagramming sentences?” To which I’d respond, “Well, my oldest is only two, so we probably won’t tackle that until he’s much older.”

When I started telling him things I’d read in books by John Holt or the Moores, he’d say, “Well, I’ve never heard that before.” But when I offered to let him read the books, he declined and stopped drilling. Now he is thrilled with the progress my children have made and their interest in the world around them. I think he was just feeling a little insecure about his own choices.

Now that your children are learning to settle conflicts appropriately, and you know how to deal with the in-laws and the neighbors, you can move along to being an effective teacher. We recommend our companion book, Homeschooling Step-by-Step, as a primary resource for dealing with homeschooling issues, with three full chapters on creating a learning environment; balancing home, finances, and homeschooling; and dealing with other educational challenges. Scan the book’s table of contents in the Appendix.

To get you on track, here are resources for handling common questions that arise for homeschooling families.

We address the dreaded “S” word—socialization—later in this chapter.

Chart Jungle   chartjungle.com


Some nicely done homeschool forms and printables to get you organized. The “Ready for School Chart” is working well for us right now.



Common Objections to Homeschooling
naturalchild.com/common_objections


Homeschooling guru John Holt responds to 17 questions such as “How am I going to teach my child six hours a day?” Simple answer: You’re not. Neither is anyone else. Good spine-strengthening advice to parents worried about “keeping up.”



Determining What Is Best for Each Child   tinyurl.com/deterbe


A fable for parents homeschooling children of multiple ages and talents. Discusses learning styles, teaching styles, learning environments, and recommended reading.



Donna Young   donnayoung.org


Incredibly rich source of homeschooling forms such as planning calendars, household managers, chore charts, handwriting samplers, play money for math, science lab sheets, and much, much more. Bookmark this one.



Encouraging Fathers   kepl.com.au/fathers.html


An Australian site for Christian fathers. This site encourages fathers to be involved in their family’s homeschooling effort.



Family Education Network   familyeducation.com


Love this site! Use the search tool to find homeschool articles. Of particular note are the dozens of well-written articles offering advice to families who teach their own. Ask your homeschool questions on the message forum. Most of the site is not specifically homeschool related, but the educational advice is useful nonetheless.



FlyLady   flylady.com


Seems to me about 50 percent of homeschooling families are incredibly organized. Their homes are clean, they never mislay their keys, and they serve fresh vegetables at every meal. Then there are the rest of us. If you’re searching under dirty laundry for your youngest child, you need the FlyLady. Shine your sink; change your life.



Homeschool Dads   homeschooldads.com


Encouraging fathers to get involved with their children’s education, this Christian site is home to lots of articles and a message board for fathers to exchange ideas.



National Home Education Research Institute   nheri.org


Statistics on homeschoolers. This inclusive site is dedicated to supporting homeschooling, and serves as a clearinghouse of homeschooling information. Find statistics, research, policy, and a calendar of events. Recommended reading for those who are not 100 percent committed to homeschooling.



Organized Home   organizedhome.com


Everything about this site is to love, but click the Family Ties link for specific tips about getting organized for homeschooling. You’ll sit up straighter just by visiting the site.



Our Schoolrooms   bright.net/~double/school.htm


How one family organized its schoolroom from year to year. Including pictures. Share their journey.



School Reform News   heartland.org


Click
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That “Socialization” Question
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The Boards
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