
  [image: Cover]


  MIDNIGHT TIDE & OTHER SEASIDE SHIVERS


  By Ronald Kelly


  [image: ]


  A Macabre Ink Production


  Macabre Ink is an imprint of Crossroad Press


  Digital Edition published by Crossroad Press


  Smashwords edition published at Smashwords by Crossroad Press



  Digital Edition Copyright 2016 Ronald Kelly


  Cover art by Ronald Kelly


  LICENSE NOTES


  This eBook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This eBook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each person you share it with. If you’re reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then you should return to the vendor of your choice and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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  Ronald Kelly was born November 20, 1959 in Nashville, Tennessee. He attended Pegram Elementary School and Cheatham County Central High School before starting his writing career.


  Ronald Kelly began his writing career in 1986 and quickly sold his first short story, “Breakfast Serial,” to Terror Time Again magazine. His first novel, Hindsight was released by Zebra Books in 1990. His audiobook collection, Dark Dixie: Tales of Southern Horror, was on the nominating ballot of the 1992 Grammy Awards for Best Spoken Word or Non-Musical Album. Zebra published seven of Ronald Kelly’s novels from 1990 to 1996. Ronald’s short fiction work has been published by Cemetery Dance, Borderlands 3, Deathrealm, Dark at Heart, Hot Blood: Seeds of Fear, and many more. After selling hundreds of thousands of books, the bottom dropped out of the horror market in 1996. So, when Zebra dropped their horror line in October 1996, Ronald Kelly stopped writing for almost ten years and worked various jobs including welder, factory worker, production manager, drugstore manager, and custodian.


  In 2006, Ronald Kelly started writing again. In early 2008, Croatoan Publishing released his work Flesh Welder as a standalone chapbook, and it quickly sold out. In early 2009 Cemetery Dance Publications released a limited edition hardcover of his fist short story collection, Midnight Grinding & Other Twilight Terrors. Also in 2010, Cemetery Dance is planning on releasing his first novel in over ten years called, Hell Hollow as a limited edition hardcover. Ronald’s Zebra/Pinnacle horror novels are being released by Thunderstorm Books as The Essential Ronald Kelly series. Each book contains a new novella related to the novel’s original storyline.


  Ronald Kelly currently lives in a backwoods hollow in Brush Creek, Tennessee, with his wife, Joyce, and their three children.
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  We hope you enjoy this eBook and will seek out other books published by Crossroad Press. We strive to make our eBooks as free of errors as possible, but on occasion some make it into the final product. If you spot any problems, please contact us at publisher@crossroadpress.com and notify us of what you found. We’ll make the necessary corrections and republish the book. We’ll also ensure you get the updated version of the eBook.


  If you’d like to be notified of new Crossroad Press titles when they are published, please send an email to publisher@crossroadpress.com and ask to be added to our mailing list.


  If you have a moment, the author would appreciate you taking the time to leave a review for this book at whatever retailer’s site from which you purchased it.


  Thank you for your assistance and your support of the authors published by Crossroad Press.


  Dedication


  To the following folks:


  Ed Myers


  Shona Marino


  &


  Ginny Skipper


  Real people who enjoy fictional horror and… in this case… have become willing participants in the genre they love so much.


  Previous Publication History


  “Strong Steps” was previously published as a chapbook by Thunderstorm Press in 2016.


  “The Creeping Sands” was previously unpublished.


  “Midnight Tide” was previously unpublished.
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  “The Creeping Sands”


  Midnight Tide


  David Gallagan thought it was hilarious that Ginny’s last name was Skipper.


  Every time they crossed paths in Ponte Vedra or on the beach, he would throw up his hand and, in his best Bob Denver impression, call out “Hey, Skipper!” Ginny would reply with a hearty “How are you doing, Little Buddy?” The exchange broke the sixteen-year-old up every time. Ginny would have found the repetitive joke annoying, if her young neighbor hadn’t been such an endearing kid.


  David was spending the summer in the bungalow to the left of Ginny’s. The Gallagans were renting the three-roomer for a couple of weeks—just David, his eight-year-old brother, Todd, and their mother, Trish. If there was a Mister Gallagan, Ginny hadn’t seen him around. She sort of got the impression that Trish was divorced, but had never really heard whether or not that was the case. The boys seemed well-adjusted and happy enough, playing on the beach or in the surf from daybreak to dusk.


  Ginny’s own bungalow wasn’t much to look at, but it completely belonged to her and her husband, Allen. It sat upon a dune overlooking the Atlantic—a single-level structure with one bedroom, two front rooms, and beams and walls constructed of old Florida pine. The bungalow had been built in 1957 and its outer appearance was pretty much what you would expect from a beach house: creamy stucco walls and an abundance of eye-jarring aqua trim around the eaves, window shutters, and front door. In the scrubby yard, facing the ocean, was an iron and brass weathervane with a sailfish, leaping majestically, on top. Ginny and Allen had affectionately named the fish “Sully” and they enjoyed seeing him whirl and lash as the ocean breeze sent him facing in one direction or another.


  Ginny was there by herself that week in mid-June. Her daughter, Paige, who lived in the bungalow while they were away, was in New Jersey visiting relatives, which gave Ginny full reign of the beach house. The Skippers had planned to spend the week together, but a colleague of Allen’s had been diagnosed with a heart ailment and, being a vascular surgeon, her husband had felt compelled to perform the procedure himself. He hoped to join her at Ponte Vedra on Friday. She was keeping her fingers crossed. At least then they could enjoy a long weekend together.


  Ginny was no stranger to the medical profession herself. She was a registered nurse and had been for thirty-five years. She had experience in all areas of critical care, including the burn unit, and had even taught nursing. Currently, she was working with Allen, managing his office and involving herself in all aspects of pre- and post-operative patient care. Truthfully, Ginny had felt more than a little guilty taking off for an entire week, while Allen remained behind, attending to business as usual.


  That Tuesday morning, Ginny was sitting in one of the bungalow’s front rooms, tying
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