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Who’s Who

Billy. A human boy. A first year student in St. Lydia’s Academy. Omnilingual, and able to speak all animal languages. Blessed with super strength.

Bluma. A human girl. Billy’s childhood friend and classmate.

Leonard Lion. A lion. Billy’s babysitter who adopted the boy as his own son - his human cub.​[1]

Miss Steel. A human woman. Billy’s form teacher.

Professor Abel. A human man. The headmaster of Lydia’s Academy. Has a grudge against Billy and Bluma because before the semester began, they broke curfew and scaled the school gates by bouncing off his belly like a trampoline.​[2] He also lost his toupee to Cha Cha, while chasing the children.

Aunt Mathilda. An immortal. Resurrected tribulation saint who reigns with Christ. She took care of Billy and Bluma when they were small, before she was beheaded by the Antichrist’s followers. Billy and Bluma snuck out of school to look for her. This story begins right after their return.

Jayden. An immortal king. Tribulation saint who died while saving the life of his fiancee during the chaotic years. Returned as a resurrected immortal to reign with Christ. Billy’s foster home and Leonard Lion are under his jurisdiction.

Anne. A human girl. Bluma’s room mate and best friend.

Elijah. A human boy. The biggest boy in Billy’s class.

Samson. An immortal. School teacher, Gym coach and discipline master in St. Lydia’s Academy. Looks and acts like a very strong mortal man. Everyone assumes that he is just an ordinary human man.

Trevor. A human boy. The school bully and one of the bigger boys in St Lydia’s Academy.

Joseph. A human boy. Orphaned when his dad stuck his head into Leonard’s mouth and the lion sneezed. Has a grudge against Leonard. Joseph was taken in by Ethan and raised to be a priest.

Ethan. An immortal priest. Was martyred during the Tribulation and returned as a resurrected saint. He is one of King Jayden’s best friends from their time before the Tribulation began.

Teacher Mabel. A human woman. A teacher in St Lydia’s Academy.

Cha Cha. A monkey. Leader of the monkeys. He shot Leonard with a gun.​[3]

Toby. A dog. Mia’s pet golden retriever who views himself as her personal bodyguard.

Lina. A lioness. Leonard’s mate (wife).

Mitch. A lion. Leonard’s son. Owes Cha Cha an unconditional favour.​[4]
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Chapter 1 : First Day at St Lydia’s Academy
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Brring-brring!

Billy charged through the narrowing gap, pulling Bluma with him, even as the school gates clanged shut.

It’s the first day of school. 

If he’s late, he’s dead.

Leonard Lion goes soft on Bluma, but never Billy.

Whenever Leonard wanted to discipline Billy, the Poppa Lion would pick Billy by his scruff.  (Billy’s shirt collar. He’s a boy, not a lion cub, so he doesn’t have loose skin at the back of his neck). Then the big cat would parade the boy around like a kitten, in a humiliating display, before depositing him in bed.

He wasn’t a baby anymore, but Leonard insisted on treating him like one.

“Let’s take the back seats,” Bluma panted as they ran into the classroom. “Kids in front always get picked on by the teachers.”

Sprinting through the classroom’s door, Billy’s heart sank. Every seat was already occupied. The only ones that remained were directly in front of the teacher’s desk.

“We have no choice,” Billy cringed, taking  the vacant front seats with Bluma.

Standing in front of the chalk board, a thin woman with short brown hair, cleared her throat.  

She wrote her name on the board.

Miss Steel

“I’m your form teacher, Miss Steel,” she said in a clear voice that chimed stern authority throughout the room.

All the students stood up, except Billy and Bluma. 

“Stand and greet,” Anne, whisper-hissed at the pair.

Scrambling to their feet, Billy and Bluma joined their classmates, “Good morning, Miss Steel.”

“Good morning, class,” the teacher nodded, a warm smile shone through her stern demeanour.

The kids fidgeted in uncomfortable chairs, while the form teacher ran through a never-ending list of school regulations, writing each rule on the board.

Billy stifled a yawn. With Miss Steel’s monotonous droning, he could barely keep his eyes open.

Bluma pouted, whispering into Billy’s ear. “No one told me that this school would be this boring.”

“Bluma, I would appreciate it if you paid attention in class.”

Did Miss Steel have eyes at the back of her head?

Bluma’s bulging-eyed, gaping mouth, shocked goldfish stare was so funny that Billy snorted.

“You too, Billy,” said Miss Steel without turning her head. 

How did she know?

She wasn’t an immortal. 

Billy could tell.

While Miss Steel prattled on, her mobile rang. 

The teacher’s face darkened when she took the call.

As she put down the phone, she glared at both Billy and Bluma.

“Billy and Bluma. Report to the headmaster’s office now,” she ordered. “Leave your bags behind.”

Billy froze. 

His orb from his parents was in his bag. 

It was a precious artefact with abilities he had yet to discover.

“C’mon Billy,” Bluma grabbed his hand and pulled him with her, out of the classroom. “Let’s stay out of trouble on our first day.”

“Too late for that,” mumbled Billy. 

The headmaster, Professor Abel had a beef with both of them. Billy could guess why they had been summoned.

His heart pounding so hard he thought it might leap out of his chest, Billy followed Bluma into the headmaster’s office.

“Not only did you break curfew and sneak out of St Lydia’s Hearth, both of you were absent throughout the orientation,” blustered the red-faced principal. He was so angry, his eyes looked like they were about to pop out of his head.

Another thing.

Was that a new toupee he was wearing? 

It didn’t fit the man..

“We’re sorry, Professor,” Bluma stared at her feet, sweet and demure, like the little angel which she was not.

“I can explain, Sir,” Billy fished out a letter from his pocket. 

Aunt Mathilda lectured both of them about their behaviour. But after listening to the full story, she gave Billy a sealed letter for the headmaster. Billy and Bluma had no idea what was in it but knew better than to break the seal. 

That only made the kids more curious about its contents.

The Professor snatched the letter from Billy, turned his back on the children, eager hands ripping the envelope open. Aunt Mathilda was an immortal who reigned with Christ. That made her royalty in this brave new world. 

Mortals like the Professor and everyone in this school, were subject to their rule. Most regular humans regarded immortals with awe.

Was it a good thing?

Billy thought so.

After enduring a chaotic world under the Antichrist’s tyranny, Billy found this new world where righteousness prevailed, and kings humbly cherished, protected and served their subjects, to be paradise. He’d never been to heaven himself, but tales from immortals who lived there, convinced him that it was a wonderful place.

“What did she write?” Bluma whispered.

Billy shrugged. 

“Mind your own business, child,” the headmaster chided , turning to face the children.

“It seems you have a valid reason for your absence,” he conceded. 

Billy exhaled. 

Relieved.

“But, that doesn’t excuse you from not knowing what was taught during the orientation,” the big man chided the pair. “I want a ten page essay about the orientation on my desk, first thing tomorrow morning. If it’s not there when I step into my office, you will both be in detention every day after school, for the rest of this semester,” he smirked.
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Chapter 2 : Immortal King Jayden
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Anne, Bluma’s room mate, came to their rescue. She sat with Billy and Bluma in the boarding school’s study room, feeding them information for their papers. Billy and Bluma submitted their essays before leaving the campus for their respective boarding houses.

Mentally drained, Billy crashed in his private apartment. 

His parents put him in the finest campus housing, likely to ease their conscience and to make up for their absence from his life.

Just the living room alone was spacious enough for an entire pride of lions, a sleuth of bears and several scurries of chipmunks, yet they would not let Leonard in. Students were allowed to keep pets in smaller rooms. He registered Leonard as his pet cat, but when they saw the lion, they barred the big cat from entering the house.

That’s rubbish!

Lions are cats.

If his neighbours could keep several pet cats in one apartment, why couldn’t Leonard live with him?

The exhausted boy dragged his feet to his bedroom, and fell face first into his bed, clutching the golden furry bedding beneath him.

His comforter purred.

Billy snapped awake.

“Leonard?” He stared at the lion spread out beneath him.

“Took you long enough,” chuffed the Poppa Lion.

“How did you get in?” Billy asked.

“I told them I’m Jayden’s Emissary and your guardian,” Leonard studied his perfectly manicured paw. “The letter of commendation that Jayden gave me helped too. But your real parents had to sign off the
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