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Prologue
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Have you ever wondered why things cost money, how people decide what to buy or sell, or what makes a country rich or poor? These are big questions—and over 200 years ago, a man named Adam Smith started looking for answers.

Adam Smith didn’t build rockets or discover new lands. Instead, he used his brain to study how people work, trade, and live together. He asked simple but powerful questions, like “What happens when people try to help themselves?” and “How can a country become wealthy and fair for everyone?”

Born in Scotland in the 1700s, Adam Smith became one of the smartest thinkers of his time. His ideas helped create a whole new way of understanding the world—something we now call economics. Today, people still read his books, quote his thoughts, and follow his advice to solve modern problems.

In this book, you’ll go on a journey through Adam Smith’s life and ideas. You’ll meet the young boy who loved books more than anything, the teacher who inspired others, and the writer who changed the world with his words. Get ready to explore a world of trade, money, fairness, and freedom—with Adam Smith as your guide!

Let’s dive in and discover how one thinker’s ideas helped shape the way we live today.
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Chapter 1: The Boy Who Loved to Think
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Adam Smith was a boy who didn’t care much for rough games or noisy fun like many other kids his age. Instead, he loved to think. Even when he was very young, he would sit quietly for hours, lost in deep thoughts. Some people might have thought that was strange, but Adam enjoyed using his imagination and asking big questions. What makes people happy? Why do we need rules? Why do some people have more than others? These were the kinds of thoughts that filled his head.

He was born in a small town in Scotland in 1723. From the time he was little, Adam was very curious. He always wanted to know how things worked—not just machines or toys, but ideas, feelings, and even the way people acted. If he saw someone helping a friend, he wondered why they did it. If he saw someone selling bread in the market, he would try to figure out how the price was chosen. While most children were playing games outside, Adam was often found reading a book or walking alone, thinking deeply.

People around him noticed how clever he was. His mother, whom he loved very much, encouraged him to learn as much as he could. She saw that he was special and gave him time and space to grow his big ideas. He didn't just want to know facts—he wanted to understand the reasons behind them. When he read a book, he didn’t just enjoy the story. He would think about why the characters made certain choices or how the story connected to real life.

At school, Adam didn’t always fit in with the other kids. He wasn’t the fastest runner or the strongest in the playground. But he amazed his teachers with his questions and the way he could explain difficult things. He liked subjects like math, philosophy, and history. He even taught himself to speak and read in different languages like Latin. That helped him learn from books written long ago by other great thinkers from around the world.

As he grew older, Adam became even more interested in how people live together in groups, how they make decisions, and how they trade goods and services. He didn’t just think about money or shops—he thought about people’s feelings, choices, and needs. Even small things, like how people decide to share food or toys, made him wonder. He believed that understanding people and their actions was just as important as learning science or math.

Adam’s mind was always busy. He could spend hours walking through the hills or along quiet paths, just thinking. He didn’t need to write everything down right away. He would hold ideas in his mind and turn them over like a puzzle until they made sense. This made him very good at seeing things in new ways. He once said that he could think more clearly when he was alone, away from the noise of cities or crowds. That’s when his best ideas would come to him—when he was free to think without any distractions.

Even though Adam was quiet, he enjoyed talking with people who liked to think too. He would sit for hours with other smart people, discussing everything from music and books to science and politics. He wasn’t the kind of person who liked to argue loudly. Instead, he listened carefully, shared his thoughts calmly, and tried to learn from others. This helped him shape his own ideas more clearly.

People who knew Adam as a boy often said he seemed like a dreamer. But he wasn’t dreaming about dragons or flying ships. He was dreaming about how the world worked and how it could be better. He believed that thinking was powerful—that good ideas could change lives and help everyone live in a fairer, kinder way. That belief stayed with him his whole life.

So, the boy who loved to think grew up to be a man whose thoughts would change the way people understood the world of money, trade, and fairness. Even today, long after he lived, people still read his books and talk about his ideas. All of that started with a little boy in Scotland who liked to sit quietly, watch the world, and think deeply about everything.
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Chapter 2: Growing Up in Scotland
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Adam Smith grew up in a small town called Kirkcaldy, which sat by the sea in the country of Scotland. He was born there in 1723, a long time ago, when the streets were made of cobblestone and there were no cars or electricity. Life was quieter and simpler in many ways, and people often knew all their neighbors. It was a place where fishing boats bobbed in the harbor, children played near the shore, and markets were full of people selling bread, wool, and other goods. This town, though small, would become the starting point for a boy who would later change how people think about the world.

Adam’s father had died before he was even born, so he was raised by his mother, Margaret Douglas. She was a very strong and smart woman who loved Adam deeply. She made sure he had everything he needed and helped him grow into a thoughtful and curious boy. Margaret was proud of her son and encouraged him to read, learn, and ask questions. Even though they didn’t have a lot of money, she worked hard to give Adam a good life filled with learning and love. Adam and his mother were very close, and he stayed connected to her even when he was grown up.

Kirkcaldy wasn’t a big city, but it was full of life. People there worked as farmers, merchants, or craftsmen, and Adam watched them every day. He noticed how the shoemaker made shoes and sold them, how the baker baked bread for everyone, and how people traded things they needed. All of these little things stuck in his mind. He began to wonder how people decided what to make and what to buy. Even though he was still just a boy, he was already starting to think like someone who wanted to understand how the world worked.

Scotland during Adam’s childhood was changing in many ways. It was a time when people were starting to explore science, art, and ideas more than ever before. This time in history is called the Scottish Enlightenment. It was a period when smart people in Scotland were writing books, studying nature, and trying to make sense of big ideas. They wanted to know more about the universe, about people, and about how to make life better for everyone. These ideas were all around Adam as he grew up, and they helped shape his thinking.

When Adam was old enough, he started going to the local school in Kirkcaldy. It was a small building with wooden desks and chalkboards, and students learned by reading books, copying lessons, and listening to the teacher. Adam was a quiet boy, but he stood out because he was so interested in learning. He paid close attention to everything and often stayed after lessons to ask questions or read more. He didn’t just want to know what something was—he wanted to know why it was that way. His teachers saw his love for learning and knew he was special.

He especially liked subjects like reading, writing, Latin, and mathematics. Latin was an old language that helped him understand ancient books written by people from Rome and Greece. These books were full of ideas about philosophy, politics, and human behavior. Adam loved reading them and learning from them. It was like opening a window into a whole new world of thought. His brain felt alive when he studied these big ideas, and he wanted to keep learning more and more.

Because Adam was so smart, his mother made a big decision—she would send him to a university, even though it would cost a lot. She believed in him that much. When he was just fourteen years old, he left Kirkcaldy and went to the University of Glasgow, one of the best schools in Scotland. That might sound really young to go to college, but back then it was normal for bright boys to start early. Leaving home was hard for Adam, but he was excited to dive into new books, meet great teachers, and think even more deeply.

Even after he left Kirkcaldy, the lessons he learned there stayed with him. He remembered how people worked together in small towns, how they helped each other, and how they made a living. These simple memories would one day help him write big ideas about how economies work and how people trade and earn money. The world might seem huge and complicated, but Adam
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