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PREFACE

This book is all about two of my favorite subjects—flowers and flower gardening. Most homeowners limit their use of flowers to the most popular annuals, like petunias, zinnias, marigolds, and impatiens, while their choice of perennials only includes chrysanthemums. What I hope to do with this book is inspire you to venture further into the beautiful and exciting world of flower gardening, so that you too can discover the challenge, beauty, and reward of a well-planned and well-planted flowering landscape.

If you and I have been gardening together for very long, then you already know that my tips, tricks, and tonics may seem rather “nontraditional” to say the least. But the fact of the matter is that they really do work! So, if you’re new to the Jerry Baker way of gardening, then please, just have faith, and you’ll be handsomely rewarded many times over later this year. As silly as my suggestions may sometimes seem, believe me, your flowering garden will love them. How do I know? Because I’ve used them for many, many years, and never had one complaint!

You may not know it, but a home yard can be planted to provide a different face for each season, even when the grass withers and the flowers fade. There are evergreens that change color in the winter, and trees and shrubs with interesting and colorful bark to show off after their leaves have dropped, not to mention the broad-leaved evergreens, like rhododendrons and mountain laurel, that retain foliage and berries throughout the year. Even in the short-season areas, where you are lucky to get ninety frost-free days a year, you can plan and plant combinations of flowers that will fill your days with beauty.

In this book, I’m going to give you all of the information I can to help you create a flowerscape that will be the envy of the neighborhood. We’re going to wander down the garden path, discussing the various families of flowers in the order of their importance to the average American homeowner, taking in account their longevity, return on time and money invested, ease of maintenance, and, of course, beauty. We’ll talk about amazing annuals, perky perennials, beautiful bulbs and robust roses. Unlike most books on flowers, I’ve also included separate chapters on flowering trees and shrubs, since they are a very important part of any flowering garden.

Above all else, I want you to remember that you don’t have to be rich or have a large piece of property to have a big, bold, beautiful bunch of blooms. A few simple seeds, properly placed and lovingly cared for, will soon burst forth into a dazzling display of flowers. And you, who have planted and cared for them, will become a gardener, and my friend forever.

Jerry Baker
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ANNUALS

The Annual Parade

Annuals are without a doubt the hardest-working, most productive, attractive, and undemanding flower group in the whole garden. Once annuals are planted, a gardener seldom need spend much attention to them. (To tell the truth, they seldom get any attention from most home gardeners, and yet continue to bloom day after day throughout most of the summer, and in some cases, far into the fall.) To top it all off, an annual lives its full life span in one year!


DRESS UP YOUR GARDEN WITH AMAZING ANNUALS



These amazing flowers have only one purpose in life, and that is to give beauty and enjoyment to the world around them. These beauties are the elves of the flowering nation. Happy-go-lucky, carefree ramblers, they complement and help accent all of the other plants in your garden.

Annuals keep the rest of your garden in stitches most of the summer with their antics. They crawl under the pines and tickle their limbs, they snore beneath the maple, and dance with the birch. They are truly the lovable jesters of the queen’s court, and will seemingly try anything once. For instance, they’ll try growing in the shade just because you want them to.

Anyone can grow annuals if you will just relax, and plan to have fun. There are only a few things that you need to know to have a beautiful and successful annual garden. So pay close attention, and follow me down the garden path.




DESIGN WITH A PURPOSE
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Sketch It Out

When it comes to adding annuals to your garden, you must stick with a pre-planned sketch. As simple as it may seem, planning a garden without a garden plan is like taking a trip without a map. A well-thought-out plan allows you to get the best possible results from the flowers you select.

You must make certain that you have a place for everyone. It’s embarrassing to invite a flower over to spend the summer, only to find that you don’t have a spare bed for her, and then you have to rush around and find a makeshift spot where she will be uncomfortable all season long. Her discomfort will be reflected in her performance, and you will have no one to blame but yourself! All it takes to have a successful annual garden is a little foresight, which will only take a few minutes of your time.


PLAN BEFORE YOU PLANT




GREEN THUMB TIPS

1. Before buying annuals, plan your beds on paper, close to scale, so that you eliminate waste.

2. Don’t plant annuals that crowd and grow wildly in the same bed with perennials because they will crowd out the perennials.

3. You don’t have to wait until frost-free weather to start your flower garden. Lots of bedding plants, such as sweet alyssum and calendulas, actually enjoy cool weather.



Give Your Flowers A Home

Do you have a new home and want flowers right now? Or maybe you are renting, and want to create a lovely effect without spending a lot of money. If so, then annuals are for you.

If the property already has shrubs, plant annuals between the shrubs or in front of those that are well established.

Do you love the bulb blossoms that are such a delight in the early spring, and then vanish for another year? Plant annuals among them, either in the fall or early spring, and they will do much to hide the fading bulb foliage. You might try centaurea, larkspur, or phlox.


SIZE IT UP

Plan your design, and keep it simple. Before running out and buying bedding plants, first measure the size of your flower bed(s). Then decide what types of annuals you want to plant based upon their appearance and care requirements. In addition, it will be easier to maintain the beds if a limited number of different annuals are transplanted into each flower bed.

To calculate the number of plants needed in each bed, multiply the recommended spacing of each type of plant (see the “Annual Planning Guide” on pages this page–this page) by the area in which it is to be planted.

[image: ]

Example: For petunias, the recommended spacing is 10 to 12 inches apart. So, if you had a 2′ × 5′ bed (10 sq. ft.), you’d need between 10 and 14 plants to fill in the area at the recommended spacing.



Annuals are very obliging. Use them to fill gaps in your perennial beds where they will supply lovely color all summer long while the perennials are resting. Most perennials are either spring or fall-blooming, and without annuals in these beds, you aren’t going to have very much color during the summer months.

Of course, you can also use annuals by themselves to provide a quick and inexpensive wealth of blooms in beds and borders. If you have the space, consider making a cutting garden. Actually, most annuals will bloom far longer and more abundantly than perennials. Many, such as pansies, even benefit from constant cutting.

And today, with the diversity of form, color, size, and height available, you can plan for just about any effect you feel will best express “you.”


MOST ANNUALS LOVE FULL SUN




PLANNING

[image: ]

You Make The Bed, But They’ve Got To Sleep In It

The two most important things to consider when planning an annual garden bed are exposure and size.

Here Comes The Sun!

Most annuals are sun-loving plants (though some will obligingly grow in shade and half-shade), so you can logically expect them to flower most vigorously and abundantly in a sunny location. Dig your bed in an area that can offer them five or six hours of full sun each day, and then stand back and watch them grow!

Size Up The Situation

Don’t make your beds less than 3 feet wide; anything narrower won’t give you much of a showing of color. Generally speaking, 5 to 6 feet wide is plenty of space for a well-planned bed; if you make it any larger, the effect of individual flowers may be lost.

The length of the bed will, quite likely, be determined by the layout of your property. And right here, in the middle of all this excitement, I will inject a sobering thought: remember, we want this flower-growing business to be a fun thing—don’t bite off more than you can chew. You’ll enjoy your flowers much more if you tailor the beds to what you can take care of handily in the time you have available. Gardening is fun, but it does take time to do it well. Weeds are always with us and constant vigilance is the price of liberty—liberty from a frustrating and back-breaking accumulation which can seemingly grow up overnight if you don’t keep a watchful eye.


OUCH—NO PINCHING ALLOWED!

Most shady annuals do not require pinching, pruning, or “deadheading” (removing spent blooms by hand). However, seed alyssum, candytuft, and lobelia may sprawl outside their planting area, and can be sheared back with hedge clippers. This will also encourage heavy blooming.



When you plant too much in a frenzied burst of spring enthusiasm, gardening can become a burden, and defeat its own purpose, which is to give you pleasure. If you are a first-year gardener, plan beds of manageable size so you can always keep them looking good, and enjoy them at the same time. Don’t try to grow too many different plants. Confine yourself to a few, choosing them after considering color, variety, and growth habit.

The mail-order catalogs are beguiling, the descriptions glowing, and the profusion from which to choose bewildering. But after awhile, you can begin to get your bearings and sort things out.
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TO SEED OR NOT TO SEED … THAT IS THE QUESTION
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When it comes to annuals, you have a choice of starting with seeds or waiting until the professionally-grown bedding plants appear in your favorite garden shop. If you choose to grow from seed, you can either start the seeds indoors, or sow them directly into your garden.

An Inside Job

Let’s concentrate on starting seed indoors, which is fine, as long as you don’t do it too early; seedlings grown too long indoors become tall and spindly. The result is a tendency to fall over. And don’t start too many—you may run out of sunny windows!


A TREAT FOR THE BIRDS

I’m sure that most of you know that many kinds of birds love to eat sunflower seeds. That’s one of the primary reasons for buying them at the store or growing sunflowers in your garden. When you grow your own sunflowers, however, you don’t have to harvest and clean the seeds. Simply leave the seeds in place, and the birds will find them and eat them up.

You can also have fun by cutting off a sunflower head and hanging it upside down somewhere near the house where you can see it from a nearby window. Birds that are not adverse to feeding upside down, like nuthatches, will come to the sunflower head, and perform their antics for you.
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Keep ’Em Healthy

You must also address the problem of damping-off up front. Damping-off is a fast-spreading fungus which attacks young plants, and can cause a whole flat of your pretty baby plants to topple over and die overnight—just like that!

There are a number of ways to avoid this problem. You can buy a sterilized commercial soil mix, or you can sterilize the soil you use by baking it in your oven at 250°F. until a potato bakes through. Various seed disinfectants, such as Semesan, also can help prevent this flower tragedy.

You can also use vermiculite instead of soil. Vermiculite is weed-free, holds moisture extremely well, and is so light that the delicate seedling roots can penetrate it easily. When transplanting time comes, the roots will slip out easily. Vermiculite is inexpensive and obtainable at most garden supply stores.

In addition, don’t overwater your seedlings, and give them plenty of sunlight and ventilation—these cultural practices will help prevent damping-off.

Plant With Tender Loving Care

Wooden seed flats now have been replaced almost entirely by plastic ones. These trays average about 2″ × 4″ × 12″.

Cover up the holes in the bottom of your flats with some coarse stones, bits of brick, or broken flower pots. This must be done carefully, or your seeding medium will sift out of the flats.

Fill your container to within a half-inch of the top, working the soil or vermiculite down into the corners with your fingers. Make sure the surface is level and smooth. Soak the soil thoroughly, then let it drain. Make shallow furrows 2 to 3 inches apart; the depth of furrows will depend on the size of the seed. Very small seeds need no soil covering at all; larger seeds should be sown 2 or 3 times as deep as their diameter. To sow small seeds, tear a corner off the package and tap it gently with your finger to shake the seeds out. Pour larger seeds into your palm, and sow them individually.

After planting, water lightly. Don’t let the soil become soggy. Cover the flat with a pane of glass or a sheet of plastic film. Pots or small flats can be enclosed in plastic bags. Place the seeded flat or tray in a warm (65° − 75°F), partially shaded place.


REFRIGERATE SEEDS BEFORE PLANTING



Watch Your Babies Grow

When the seeds have germinated, remove the glass or plastic cover, and put the container in the sun. But what if there is no sun, or you are in for a spell of cloudy skies? What then?

Well, if there’s a will, there’s a way! Actually, seedlings need a much higher intensity of light than full-grown plants; they will grow even faster and into sturdier plants under fluorescent light than they will in a greenhouse. Indoor light units, especially those designed for growing plants (such as Gro-Lux fluorescent tubes), are excellent, but not essential. The fluorescent lights sold in your supermarket will work too—buy the ones labeled “daylight” or “white.”


MILK IT FOR ALL IT’S WORTH!

Just suppose you don’t want to buy flats or pots or fluorescent lights.

Here’s a really good, inexpensive way to start seedlings. Take a half-gallon milk carton, wash it carefully with warm soapsuds, rinse it out, and dry it in the sun. Staple the open end back together. Using a sharp knife or scissors, slice off one side. You now have a starting tray. Use a knitting needle to make several small drainage holes in the bottom. Fill with vermiculite, and moisten it well. Plant the seeds. Then, take a large polyethylene bag and slip it over the tray. Secure the open end with a twist ’em. You’ve got a handy little tray that costs nothing, and is light enough to move from one window to another to catch the sun.

If your seedlings come up too thickly, as they almost certainly will, they will soon begin to crowd each other. If you do not correct this situation quickly, they will grow leggy and spindly as they compete for light and room. The answer, of course, is to thin and transplant them. As soon as the seedlings develop their first pair of true leaves, they are ready to be transplanted. Moisten the soil, and remove the seedlings with a small spoon. Be gentle, and keep as much soil around the roots as possible.

You can transplant seedlings to larger flats, but it’s best to move them to individual containers—pots, peat pellets, or planting blocks—so their roots won’t become intertwined. The pots may be clay, plastic, or peat, and should be 2 or 3 inches in diameter. Peat pots are convenient and inexpensive, and they can be put into the ground right along with the plants. Clay and plastic pots, of course, are reusable.
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The Great Outdoors

Prepare For Guests

I said earlier that you can sow seed directly into the garden. If you do, you must prepare your guest beds ahead of time. No matter how fresh the seed you’ve purchased, their success depends in large measure upon how well you prepare the soil in their future bed. First, I want you to break up the soil with a spading fork, and remove all stones, sticks, cans, and other rubbish.


JERRY’S TOP 20 LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTS

For you lazy gardeners:

African Daisy (Arctotis)

Ageratum

Sweet Alyssum (Lobularia)

Begonia (fibrous)

Begonia (tuberous)

Celosia (Cockscomb)

Spider Flower (Cleome)

Coleus

Cosmos

Dusty Miller (Senecio)

Flowering Kale/Cabbage

Impatiens

Lobelia

New Guinea Impatiens

Nicotiana

Petunia (multi-flora)

Phlox

Portulaca

Salvia

Vinca (Catharanthus)



Then, to each 100 sq. ft. area, add 10 pounds of peat moss, 5 pounds of garden food, and 5 pounds of gypsum, along with 5 bushels of compost, if available. Mix these into the soil, then rake the surface smooth. Moisten the soil, and after the water has soaked in, rake again. You are now ready to sow your seed or set out your plants.

Don’t Forget To Cover Them Up!

Once you soak the seedbed thoroughly and plant your seeds, cover the bed with something like burlap to retain the moisture. Keep covered just until the plants peep through. The instant their little heads are above the ground (and be sure to look each day, for they may surprise you), remove the covering. I would suggest that you plant portulaca, annual baby’s breath, candytuft, annual phlox, zinnias, sweet alyssum, strawflowers, and marigolds in your late beds. These flowers love the sun, and are dependable bloomers.

Put ’Em To Bed

When sowing seed in a timely manner, place the seed on the soil’s surface, being careful to sow it evenly. Cover it very lightly with soil or, if the seeds are very fine, not at all. In fact, no annual seed should have a soil covering more than ¼ inch thick, for the delicate seedlings find it difficult to break through too much soil cover. Remember, it’s better to plant your seeds too shallow than too deep!

Firm the soil around the seeds, using your foot or the flat part of your hoe. This will ensure your seeds make good contact with the moisture in the soil. If the soil is quite dry at the time of planting, make a shallow trench, and soak the soil in it. Plant your seed in the moist soil, cover lightly with dry soil, and tamp the seeds down. This will give them enough moisture to start growing.


GREEN THUMB TIP

Beware of Jack Frost!
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Before you plant outdoors, you had better be sure that ol’ Jack Frost isn’t going to take one more swipe on his way to bed.

Generally speaking, you can sow hardy annuals about two weeks before the date of the last killing frost in the spring. Half-hardy annuals can be sown a week or two later, but delay the sowing (or transplanting) of the tender annuals until the weather has settled, and you are reasonably sure that it has warmed up for good.



Thinning Is A Must!

You will, at first, feel like a serial killer, so brace yourself. If you do not give each plant the space it needs, it will be thin and spindly instead of straight and sturdy, and you will have far fewer flowers than you would have had if you had thinned out the plants properly. If you have sown your seeds quite thickly, you will undoubtedly have far too many seedlings. Decide which plants you want to keep, and remove the rest.

If it will help you feel less guilty, thin them with great care. Carry a little flat with you, lay the uprooted seedlings in it, and cover their roots with a bit of soil to keep them from drying out. Many of these plants can be used somewhere else in your garden, or maybe a neighbor would like to have them. You might even arrange to trade with a friend who has something you want. Lots of times, these little extras can be put in some out-of-the-way spot and used later on to fill in bare spaces where other plants have outlived their usefulness or died. If you plan ahead a bit, you won’t have to throw any of your little friends away!


SUPER GROWING SECRET

To ensure a uniform and attractive display of annuals all season long, sprinkle some seeds of the same variety in among the rooted seedlings when you plant them. That way, the seeds will just be reaching the bloom stage as the older ones are fading. Using “back-up blooms” ensure color all season long.



Some annuals, usually those with a long taproot, should not be transplanted at all. The taproot is easily broken when you dig up the plant, and its survival then becomes very uncertain. However, most annuals stand transplanting very well when they are small.


PRE-GROWN TIMESAVERS
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If you are short on time (yours or the growing season), and don’t care to start your plants indoors, I suggest that you purchase pre-grown bedding plants, but I want you to remember, BUYER BEWARE! Here are some buying and planting tips for bedding plants:

Buying Plants: Get The Most For Your Money

Good-quality plants can be distinguished quite easily from those that will struggle the entire growing season. A short, compact plant with good green leaves of moderate to large size has the greatest potential for producing an abundance of blooms. Inexperienced buyers often focus on the size and number of flowers, which are no indications of how a plant will continue to grow. A well-grown plant, with lots of branches emerging near the soil surface, will produce flowers not only in May and June, but throughout the summer and fall. The plants you buy should look crisp and fresh—this reflects adequate watering, good light, and protection from adverse weather and strong winds. Remember, when buying annuals, they should not necessarily be in bloom; in fact, some grow better if planted when they are all green.

And also remember, the price you pay for plants most often reflects plant quality, newness of cultivars, and services available from the garden center operator. New, improved selections, often designated as All-American Winners, may carry a premium price tag. It’s no bargain to purchase an inexpensive plant that has little potential for growing or producing flowers.


RECYCLING ROUND-UP

You can make plant markers from old hangers. Simply cut a long piece of hanger, wrap it around a 2” piece of pipe twice, slide it off, and then press together. Now insert plastic cards or seed packs into the slot.

[image: ]




BUY QUALITY—IT’S WORTH IT!



New Introductions

Hybridizers from around the world continue to bring forth many superior flower selections each year. The new introductions often differ greatly from older selections in terms of color, size, and shape of bloom, resistance to pests, and vigor. We now have a wide range of plant heights for snapdragons, salvia, marigolds, zinnias, and geraniums. Pay particular attention to posters at retail outlets and labels accompanying plants for information on growth characteristics and planting recommendations. Look for the All-American selections which signal some of the new, superior introductions for our gardens.

Color: A Touch Of Beauty

Gardeners frequently are drawn to bright colors, such as the many shades of red. If used extensively, this color can overpower the garden so that one really doesn’t see pinks, yellows, or blues that are also present. White, often overlooked, fulfills an important role in helping to separate bold, clashing colors, and highlighting blue and lavender blooms. A warm feeling can be achieved by planting red, yellow, and orange flowers. Blue and green tend to create a cool setting in the border.

Planting And Tending: Keys To Success

Get Tough

If you’ve followed my directions for preparing your bed, then your garden is now ready to receive your seedlings or bedding plants. Bedding plants from a greenhouse need to be “hardened off,” or toughened up, before they are planted. Set them outside in a warm, protected area for about a week, and bring them back indoors at night if frost or chilly air is expected.


TIMELY TONIC

Feed all of your flowers with the following tonic every two weeks for fantastic foliage and beautiful blooms:


1 cup of beer,
1 oz. of Fish Fertilizer,
1 oz. off liquid dish soap,
1 oz. of ammonia,
1 oz. of whiskey,
1 tbsp. of clear corn syrup,
1 tbsp. of gelatin, and
4 tsp. of instant tea
dissolved in 2 gallons of warm water.





Their New Home

Before planting, water both the ground and the plants. Dig a planting hole deeper and wider than the root ball and, after carefully removing the plant from the pack, fill in around the roots with soil while holding the plant at the same depth it had grown before. If the roots are tight at the bottom of the pot or pack, gently loosen them with your fingers. Firm the soil and water thoroughly. It’s best to plant late in the afternoon or on a cloudy day to prevent transplant shock, and to shade the new plants from sun and wind for a few days.

Food And Water Is A Must

Water deeply so the soil is moist to a depth of about 3 inches about once a week if it doesn’t rain. Frequent light waterings will encourage shallow roots and poor growth.

Well-prepared soil should need no further feeding. If it does, however, use 5-10-5 fertilizer like my liquid Rose and Flower Food, every three weeks, and make sure they get a dose of the Timely Tonic on the previous page every other week.


PROTECTING YOUR BEAUTIES
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A Gentle Pinch Does Wonders

Your little annual friends are climbers, creepers, and crawlers, and it becomes necessary from time to time to pinch them back to keep them alert and in their own backyard. I let them bloom the first time, and then I cut some of them back with grass shears to encourage more blooms. I do this again just before I go on vacation, since I won’t be around to miss the flowers.

To keep your beauties blooming and vigorously healthy, also remove spent flowers and seedpods. This is known as deadheading. This is particularly necessary with annuals like ageratums, pot marigolds, cosmos, marigolds, pansies, gloriosa daisies, pincushion flowers, zinnias, and petunias.


DEADHEADING ENCOURAGES FURTHER FLOWER PRODUCTION



Stop The Weeds In Their Tracks

Don’t kid yourself—your garden is not going to take care of itself. Those sneaky invaders, the weed seeds, are always lurking about, ready to rush in and crowd out your darlings if you give them a chance!

Weeds will be a problem only if you let them get the upper hand. Remember, that innocent-looking little sprig of green can quickly tower over your flowers, and take away the food and water you have so lovingly prepared for them.

When you first start gardening, you may not be able to tell flower seedlings from weeds, which often sprout at the same time. Until you become more experienced, you can overcome this situation by planting your flower seeds in rows and labeling them. When a number of identical seedlings sprout, you will just naturally know these are your flowers. After awhile, you will learn to recognize your flower seedlings as soon as they pop out of the ground.


SUPER GROWING SECRET

You can protect roots, eliminate weeds, and prevent soil from splashing up on your flowers by mulching your flower beds! Start with 1” of grass clippings, and add 1” every week until you’ve got a uniform 4” to 6” depth.

Also, keep grass, tree, and shrub roots where they belong by installing metal or rigid plastic edging 6” to 10” into the ground around the flower bed’s perimeter.



Outwitting The Weeds

1. Cultivation—The best way to outwit the weeds is to never let them get the best of you. Go over your garden conscientiously at least once a week with a cultivator—or by hand if your garden is small. Cultivation should not be more than an inch deep. Remember, annuals are shallow-rooted.

2. Mulching—If you dislike the work of cultivating, there is a way out—one that will, in all probability, be better for your plants as well as save you a lot of work. And you do want to enjoy your flower garden—remember? The answer, of course, is mulching.

You are going to have to cut the lawn anyway, so why not save the clippings for your flower beds? It’s better not to leave clippings on the lawn because they prevent air from getting to the roots of your grass. So, do yourself, your lawn, and your flowers a favor! Bag up those clippings and use them in your flower beds.

But don’t, I beg of you, put them on too thickly. They are green and they will heat up as they decompose. Put on a light layer each time you mow, and distribute it evenly so it will dry quickly. If you have more clippings than flower beds, put them into a compost heap somewhere and let them go to work for you. there. Six months later, you’ll be glad you did.

3. Peat Moss—If you don’t like the looks of clippings, hay, or straw, try buckwheat hulls or peat moss. Peat, which has a high water-holding capacity, is especially good.

4. Plant ’Em Close—You don’t like any of these ideas? Well, if you like, you can avoid both mulching and weeding (or almost, anyway) by placing your annuals close together so that they will shade the ground when they are grown up. Then only a few really daring weeds are likely to appear. You will quickly notice them, and can get rid of them with one quick pull.

5. By Hand—Hand-weeding is slow, but effective work. And, in most plantings, such as rock gardens, it is the most practical means of dealing with weeds. The best time to pull weeds by hand is when the soil is moderately moist. Naturally, it is easier to take out fairly small plants than big ones. When dealing with perennial weeds, it is essential to remove their roots as well as their tops.

6. Workless Weeders—Workless weeders, also known as the kneeless weeders, are something else. Science has come up with a real winner in the form of a pre-emerge weed killer for gardens. It eliminates the job of weeding on bended knee, which has never been one of my favorite pastimes. All the major garden product manufacturers have a pre-emerge garden weeder. They all contain a chemical that will not interfere with any plant that is above the ground, but will prevent any other new growth from coming through—namely weeds.


KNEELESS WEEDERS PROVIDE PRE-EMERGE CONTROL



Apply one of these kneeless weeders as soon as you plant your seedlings, or as soon as your new seeds have sprouted. After you have removed any existing weeds, you will not be plagued the rest of the summer (provided you do not disturb the surface of the soil). This scientific breakthrough has saved me many hours of work that I now spend on more enjoyable projects.

Annuals Aren’t For The Birds

Newly planted seeds in your flower garden are definitely not “for the birds,” as much as we may love our fine-feathered friends and appreciate their songs and friendly presence.

Annuals, which are planted right on or very near the surface of the soil, are especially subject to their depredations. Seed-planting time is really the only time when you have to think about birds very seriously, for, other than picking off an occasional insect or two, they seldom bother mature flowers. And if you act wisely, you can prevent the birds from upsetting your flower cart without harming them.


DON’T LEAVE ME!

Leaves can be used in a number of different ways in your garden.



1. Add them to your compost heap along with kitchen and other yard waste. Avoid putting on too many at one time as they may clump together and inhibit good air circulation. Put some leaves aside to add to the compost heap gradually over the following months.

2. To compost leaves using a slightly different approach, try the following: shred the leaves with a lawn mower (smaller pieces decompose faster), place them in garbage bags, moisten, close the bags, and leave them until spring. Anaerobic decomposition (i.e., without oxygen) will give you leaf mold which can be dug into your garden in the spring.

3. Use leaves as a mulch on your flower beds. Use some now, and save some for next spring. As mulch, leaves conserve soil moisture, insulate the soil, control erosion, and reduce weed growth. Also, as the leaves decompose, they add organic matter and nutrients to the soil.



1. Netting—is one of the best safeguards. It admits light and keeps out the birds—and often insects as well.

2. Homemade Portable Screen—can protect newly planted seeds. Old window or door screens can be used for this. Cut it into 18-inch strips, and nail it to an old lath to make a framework. If you think this is a bit unsightly, remember, it is a temporary measure to be used only until the plants are up and established.

3. Hot Caps—paper covers that fit over young plants, may also be used to protect small areas.

4. Noise and Motion—Sometimes gardeners use it to frighten away birds and small animals. You can make all sorts of devices from inexpensive materials. For instance, the discarded tops and bottoms of empty tin cans may be strung together to wave in the breeze, creating noise, shine, and movement. Crumple thin sheets of aluminum foil into balls and suspend them here and there above your beds. Sometimes fluttering strips of cloth will scare birds away from newly planted seeds. Small mirrors are sometimes left on the ground to discourage crows. Birds will usually become accustomed to any device if it is used constantly, so you need to try different approaches on alternate days.


ROTATE SCARE ITEMS FOR MAXIMUM EFFECTIVENESS



[image: ]

Critters Don’t Belong

1. Commercial Traps—There are all sorts of traps on the market now for rats, rabbits, skunks, minks, raccoons, and other midnight marauders. I prefer the ones that capture the animals without injuring them. Once caught, the animals should be taken far enough away from the site of capture to make sure they do not return.

2. Plant Repellents—You might also consider using plants to repel certain animals. Moles and shrews can be discouraged by plantings of daffodils, spurge (or annual poinsettia), and castor bean plants. The castor bean plant is an annual which will grow quite large in one season. It is rather coarse, but has an interesting tropical look about it. Its large root system takes so much water from the soil that this, in turn, will decrease the insect population upon which the moles depend for food. The beans, placed in their burrows, also act as a repellent.

3. Noise—The family dog often acts as a defender of your garden, chasing away small unwelcome creatures such as rabbits and mice. Sound will often discourage animals from entering. Moles especially do not like noise. If you are overrun by them, set several toy pinwheels into their runs. I’ve also had good luck setting empty bottles in the runs. As air passes over the mouths of the bottles, it creates a vibration that moles find very irritating.


CASTOR OIL IS AN EFFECTIVE MOLE REPELLENT



Bugs Are Pests!

Annuals are prone to attack from the wiggling and winged warriors, so it is important that they get the soap-and-water treatment, and that you keep your eyes open for insects. At the first sign of an invasion, use Dursban, Malathion, or Sevin at the recommended rates.


THUG BUSTERS

Cigarette filters can save plant lives by killing bugs. Break the smoked filter from the cigarette, remove the paper, place 6 to 8 of them on the soil surface and water throughly. The nicotine will make the bugs wish they had shacked up in someone else’s pot.



If it’s something nibbling at their feet, use diazinon. From time to time, a little rash or mildew will appear on the foliage, especially on zinnias. A soapy shower and an after-bath powdering with rose dust will help.

But no matter how carefully you plan and try to carry out good cultural practices, there are times when things simply get out of control. Sometimes, you find your garden suffering from a sudden insect invasion. An explosion of army worms may seem to materialize out of nowhere, and march pitilessly on your defenseless flowers, devouring everything in their path. Sometimes a horde of grasshoppers suddenly appears. Of course, on such occasions, you must do whatever is necessary to control them. Such incidents are infrequent, so you must learn to distinguish between a moderate amount of insect activity, and the build-up of insect populations as they get ready to launch a full-fledged, all-out attck.

For a few insects, there are probably enough natural controls at work in your garden, such as birds or ladybugs, to keep things in balance. For other pests, there are many home, organic, or chemical remedies which may give relief. Here are a few of my favorites:

1. Home Remedies—Some people use empty beer cans to trap snails and slugs. Halved cantaloupe hulls can be used to trap sow bugs, which will eat plants’ roots. Another way to control these bugs, sometimes called pill bugs, is to save used corncobs. Put them under pans or flowerpots, and tap the bugs off into another container. They can then be destroyed.

Newly set-out plants can be protected from cutworms by putting little cardboard collars around them. The thin cardboard that the laundry puts in your shirts is fine for this. Cut strips about 3 inches wide, press one inch into the ground, and leave 2 inches extending above ground.


TOBACCO JUICE

Chewing tobacco juice is one of the best bug killers around. To make it, buy a package of chewing tobacco, draw three fingers of tobacco from the package, place it in the toe of a nylon stocking, and place the stocking in a quart of boiling water. Let it marinate until the mixture is dark brown.

Add a teaspoon of the juice per pint of water once a month when spraying your beds to ward off any possibility of anything bugging your plants. The bugs will be so busy throwing up in the bug bathroom that they won’t bother your plants!



One of the best ways I know to keep plants healthy is to plant garlic cloves among them. The small flower heads that develop from them (which in turn contain many more tiny bulblets) are not unsightly. And since garlic multiplies quite rapidly, you can quickly increase your stock, and plant some around your fruit trees to repel borers.


WATER IS THE SAFEST INSECTICIDE



If you also have a vegetable garden, grow some hot peppers. Ground, dried hot pepper makes a very effective spray against ants, spiders, caterpillars, fleas, and many other small insects. You might even try grinding some onions and garlic with your hot pepper; cover the mash with water, and let it stand overnight. The next morning, drain off the vegetables. Add this liquid to enough water to make a gallon of spray. You can use it as an all-purpose spray on roses, azaleas, chrysanthemums, and other flowers. If you have a heavy rain, you must, of course, repeat your spraying.

2. Organic Remedies—Use ground rock phosphate against flea beetles and striped cucumber beetles. You may prevent attack by insects, mites, and fungi by using granite meal or dust. Even such dry, powdery materials as lime, tobacco, and road dust have been used to advantage against striped cucumber beetles. Dust these substances on the leaves as well as the tops.

An effective control for red spiders (often seen on columbines) is wood ashes, dusted on the foliage.

And one of your best and safest bets is simply water! Turn a forceful spray on the infested plants—you may succeed in dislodging so many aphids that you won’t have to use anything more toxic. Aphids so rudely dislodged generally will not return.

3. Chemicals—When it’s necessary to use a chemical control, I mix 6 teaspoons of Tomato and Vegetable Dust into a paste, and add it to a gallon of water with one ounce of liquid dish soap. Spray it on your flowers after 6:00 p.m. If problems continue, take the insect to your local garden center for identification and for recommendations on how to combat it.


OTHER WAYS TO GROW ANNUALS

[image: ]

There are a lot of folks who don’t have a lot of room to grow annuals in beds—so why not try potting, hanging, or letting them climb?

Hanging Baskets

Hanging basket gardens allow you to grow attractive plants in the most unlikely places. A basket or suspended planter can add a flowering annual to your porch or balcony without really taking up any space. Hanging baskets display colorful blooms at eye level, and can disguise a plain or unsightly view.

Hold It!

Numerous types of containers are available for hanging gardens. Any container, whether it be plastic, wood, or a wire basket lined with peat moss, will work fine. The most important things are that the containers should be lightweight and have good drainage.


DRYING FLOWERS

The best time to preserve flowers is right when they are at their peak performance. Cut them on a sunny morning, never after a rain.

To dry them, I mix 3 cups of Borax® and 1 cup of cornmeal together in a container that can be sealed. Then I place the freshly-picked flowers in the container, cover them with the mixture, seal, and let it stand for four to five days.



Choose Wisely

Special varieties of plants have been developed specifically for use in hanging baskets. Most bedding plant annuals make attractive instant baskets. Purchase the plants and design your own baskets, or buy them pre-planted. If you decide to plant your own basket, choose one color and one type of flower for a bright, showy splash of color, or design a mixed planting.

Keep Design In Mind

When mixing different plants in one basket, start with more upright plants at the center, such as marigolds, ageratum, or coleus; then add trailing plants around the edges of the pot. Some suggestions for vining plants are fuchsia, vinca, alyssum, or black-eyed Susan vine. You might also want to add some variegated foliage, such as English ivy. Be sure the plants in combination baskets have similar sun requirements. For example, in a shady location, a good combination might include fibrous begonias with English Ivy, coleus, or impatiens. In a semi-shady to sunny spot, try browallia, alyssum, fuchsia, tuberous begonia, lobelia, or pansy. Good sun-loving companions include ivy geraniums, petunias, spider plants, alyssum, dusty miller, lantana, nasturtium, and black-eyed Susan vine. Fibrous begonias can be used in shade, semi-shade, or sunny locations.


DECORATING TIP

To keep a basket with several different plants from looking too weighted down or “heavy,” mix broadleaf plants with light, airy ones such as asparagus or maidenhead fern.

[image: ]



Plant With A Purpose

Set your basket plants in a porous planting mix rather than garden soil. Commercial potting soil is sufficiently porous to allow good drainage, while garden soil may be too heavy to drain properly and may contain insects, weed seeds, and disease. Plant the plants as soon as possible after buying them, and keep them well watered and out of direct sunlight for a couple of days. For a spectacular full basket, plant the annuals rather close together, allowing only a little extra space for continued root growth.

Watering Wisdom

Under average outdoor conditions, medium-sized flowering plants in 10” (diameter) hanging baskets will need up to 1 quart of water a day.

A thoroughly watered 10” hanging basket should weigh between 6 and 8 lbs. Under average conditions, a thoroughly watered 10” basket should not require water for 2 to 4 days. But, I said average conditions. Don’t be fooled; to be on the safe side, check your baskets daily.

Fertilizing Facts

Watch out for the signs of insufficient fertilizer: a reduction of blooms and/or leaves turning yellow. Note: yellowing leaves can also be due to wilting.

My recommended dosage for outdoor hanging baskets: apply 1 to 2 tsps. per gallon of water of 20-20-20 or 15-30-15 water soluble fertilizer every 2 weeks, depending on the appearance of the plants. If the plants show signs of insufficient fertilizing, go with 2 tsps. of fertilizer per gallon. Or sprinkle 1 or 2 tbsps. of slow release, coated fertilizer on a 10” hanging basket; one application may suffice for the entire summer.





HUMMINGBIRDS LOVE MORNING GLORIES

COLORFUL CLIMBERS

[image: ]

Need to cover an unattractive fence? Want privacy at one end of your porch—or perhaps some shade? Consider the colorful climbers—annual vines—that will provide cover, shade, flowers, or fragrance almost instantly.


[image: ] For color and fragrance, it’s hard to beat a trellis or fence covered with sweet peas. Plant them early because as they are a cool-climate crop. Also, the blooming period and geographic range of sweet peas have been extended by new hybrids, so if the old types didn’t do well in your area, the newest ones may.

[image: ] If morning glories charm you, rig up an invisible zigzag support of nylon fishing line from floor to ceiling at the sunny end of your porch. Put 8- to 10-inch pots containing several morning glory seedlings at the base of each line, and watch them grow! The vines will reach the ceiling in a few weeks, providing both privacy and color. Remember that this type of pot culture is intensive, so you must water and feed frequently.

[image: ] If your preferred color scheme is orange and yellow, try a patch of climbing nasturtiums. In addition to enjoying the beauty of the flowers, you can eat the young leaves in salads, and pickle the green seeds to use like capers.




COLORFUL CONTAINER GARDENS

Sunny Locations:




*Geraniums ringed with petunias

*Parsley or pepper plants with an edge of low-growing dwarf marigolds, dwarf zinnias, or alyssum

*Medium-sized marigolds edged with dwarf marigolds

*Medium-sized zinnias edged with dwarf

































OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_016_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_015_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_014_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_013_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_L06_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_012_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_L05_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_011_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_L04_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_010_r1.jpg
ANNUAL PLANNING GUIDE

PART SHADE**
IDEAL  POTENTIAL
SPACING HEIGHT SUGGESTED
NAME (NCHES) (INCHES) COLORS * HARDINESS _ USES
Mimulus 57 68 vellow, red Half hardy  Edges, borders
Nicotiana 810 1215  white,pink,  Halfhardy  Fragrant,
red, lavender background
Pansy 68 48 blue, lavender,  Veryhardy  Edges,
purple, yellow, rock gardens
white, red, pink
Salvia 68 1224 red, white, blue, Halfhardy  Beds, borders
purple
Torenia 608 812 blue, lavender, Halfhardy  Hanging
purple containers
Vinca 68 1214 white, pink  Tender Window boxes,

beds

* HARDINESS:
Very hardy—will survive heavy frosts
Hardy—will survive light frosts with little change
Half hardy—stands cold weather, but no frost
Tender—Does poorly in cold weather; susceptible to frost

** PART SHADE:
Partially shaded areas are those that receive 4 hours or less of direct
sunlight per day.
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Recom-

mended Plants per

spacing sq. ft. x (Sq. feet in garden) = (# Plants needed )
4 9.0) X (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
6 4.0) x (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
8 (2.3) x (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
10" (1.9) x (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
12 (1.0) X (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
15" (.65) X (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
18" (.45) X (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
24" (.25) x (sq. feet in garden) = (# plants needed )
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BALLANTINE BOOKS






OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/images/Bake_9780307484963_epub_009_r1.jpg
ANNUAL PLANNING GUIDE

PART SHADE
IDEAL  POTENTIAL
SPACING HEIGHT SUGGESTED
NAME (INCHES) (NCHES) COLORS __* HARDINESS __ USES
Ageratum 57 a6 Lavender, blue, Half hardy ~ Edges, borders
purple, white
Assum 1012 35 Lavender, Veryhardy  Edges,
‘purple, white, rock gardens.
Aster 618 630  blewhte  Halfhady  Cutflowers
lavender, purple,
vellow, red, pink
Balam 1015 1236 pink, red, white, Tender Background
lavender, yellow. for beds
Begonia 79 68 white, yellow,  Halfhardy  Pots, hanging
(Fiberous) orange, red, pink containers
Begonia 810 810  white, yellow,  Tender ‘Window boxes,
(tuberous) orange, red, pink hanging
containers
Browalia 810 1015  blue,whie  Halfhardy  Vines, hanging
containers
Coleus 810 1024 foliage color  Tender Edging in
shady gardens
Dahlia 810 815 te, pink, red, Tender Cut flowers.
vellow, orange,
purple, lavender
Dianthus 79 610 white, pink, red Hardy Beds, borders
Dusty Miller  6-8 810 siverfoliage  Tender Borders,
color contrast
Forgetmenot812 612 blue whie, - Hardy Background
pink for beds
Fuchsia 810 1248 pink, red, white, Tender Hanging
lavender, blue, containers.
orange, yellow
Impatiens 810 618 pink, white, red, Tender Edges, massed
lavender, orange, planting
purple %
Lobela 810 35 blue, purple,  Halfhardy  Edges, hanging

white containers
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ANNUAL PLANNING GUIDE

SUN TO PART SHADE

IDEAL _ POTENTIAL

SPACING HEIGHT SUGGESTED
NAME (INCHES) (INCHES) COLORS * HARDINESS _ USES
Aster 1521 1536 Lovender, ik, Half hardy  Great cut flower
purpe, white,
tight red
Begonia 12 610 ‘White, red, Tender Hanging baskets,
(fibrous or wax) pink, light red container
Pplantings
Centaurea 24 24-30 White, blue, Very hardy Good cut flower
cyanus lavender, rd,
(Comflower) pink
Clarkia 18 24 White, purple,  Hardy Good cut flower
g red, red,
lavender
Coleus 12 816 Colored foliage Tender Edging in
shady garden
Cymoglossum 12 30 Blue, white  Hardy Good bockground
amabile for beds
(Chinese
forget-me-not)
Iheris 12 1218 White,pink,  Hardy Nic for bouaues,
(Condyray avender, red cdaing
Lobelia 8 4-10 Red, white, Hardy Edging, hanging
blue baskets
Nicotina 24 1530 White,pink,  Tender For fragrance
dark red
Petunia 12 1018  Allcolosand  Halthardy  Borders, beds,
color combinations hanging baskets.
Salpiglossis 18 30 Yellow, lavender, Tender Unusual flower,
dark red, white good for
cut flowers
Vebena 18 818 Whitepik,  Tender Excellent
light ed, red for beds
Volax 10 48 Whieyelow  Vervhady  Edging.
wittrockiana orange, blue, rock gardens
Pansy) multicolor
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ANNUAL PLANNING GUIDE

FULL SUN
TDEAL _ POTENTIAL
SPACING HEIGHT SUGGESTED
NAME (NCHES) (NCHES) COLORS __*HARDINESS _ USES
Gomphrena 12 1824 White,pink,  Hardy For dried
dark red arrangements
Helichrysum 30 30 White, pink,  Hardy For dried
bracteatum vellow, orange, arrangements
(Strawflower) dark red,
light red
Ipomoea 6 Vine  Pink,lightred, Halfhardy  Great climbing
(Morming glory) blue plant
Lathyrus 6 Vine  White, pink,  Veryhardy For fragrance;
odoratus light red, blue, excellent climber
(Sweet pea) lavender, purple,
red
Matthiola 15 1530 White, pink,  Hardy Excellent cut
(Stock) lavender, dark flower, fragrant
red, purple
Phiox 18 1020 White, yelow,  Hardy Rock gardens,
dark red, window boxes,
lavender, pink and beds
Portulaca 10 46 Pink, red, white, Tender Good for rock
grandifiora vellow, orange gardens
(Moss rose)
Salvia 121 2 Red Tender Excellent for beds
Tagetes
(Marigold):
African (tal) 20 2436 Yellow, orange  Half hardy
French 15 815 Yellow, orange, Half hardy  Great for beds
(dwarl) dark red
Tropacolum 15 12 Red, orange,  Tender Some can be
(Nasturtium) yellow trained (o climb
Vinca 1012 1215 White,pink,  Tender Can stand hot or
(Perivinkle) light red, red, dry conditions,
blue low maintenance
Zinnia 18 1236 White, yllow,  Tender Superior cut
orange, light red, fower

red
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ANNUAL PLANNING GUIDE

FULL SUN
TDEAL  POTENTIAL
SPACING HEIGHT SUGGESTED
NAME _ (NCHES) (NCHES) COLORS __*HARDINESS _USES
Ageratum 8 812 Lovender, blue, Tender Edges, borders
white, pink
Algssum 8 36 Lovender, Very hardy  Edges,
purple, white rock gardens
Amaranthus 24 2436 Colored follage  Holfhardy  Colorful back-
ground plants
Antirrhinum 610 636 White, yllow,  Hordy Borders and
(Snapdragon) pink, red, orange backgrounds
Browallia 10 1018 Bue.white  Halfhardy  Vines, hanging
containers
Calendula 810 1220 Yellow, orange, Hardy Cut flowers;
apricot, white sometimes used
as an berb
Celosia:

Crested 24 1048 Yellow orange,  Tender Can be dried:
dark red, red, also colorful
lavender with evergreens

Feathered 24 1236 Yellow orange,  Tender Same as
dork red, red Crested Celosia

Cleome 15 3648 Pink, lavender,  Tender Set along a wall
vellow o fence
Cosmos 24 3660  Lightred. pink, Hardy Nice for cuting
white
Dahlia 16 1224 White,pink,  Tender Blossoms
tight red, yellow profusely; good
cut flowers
Dianthus 12 1518 Pink, red, white, Hordy For fragrance
(Garden pinks) yellow, dark red
Gaillardia 15 1524 Yellow, orange, Hardy Window boxes,
®Blanket flower) dark red planters
Geranium 1224 1830 Red, pink, white Tender deal for
container
plantings and

window boxes






