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Preface





When our youngest son had seen Star Wars for the twelfth or thirteenth time, I said, Why do you go so often? He said, For the same reason you have been reading the Old Testament all of your life.



The stories of the Old Testament always draw our attention. A mysterious spirit broods over dark waters and the earth rises majestically from foaming, misty waters; heaven lowers like a large crystal dome and sun, moon and stars appear as if evoked by an artists deft touch. A human is formed from the dust of the earth and his mate fashioned miraculously from one of his ribs. A mighty flood covers the earth and a man with a gigantic boat saves humankind and all living creatures big and small. A skyscraper reaching to the heavens separates people and causes them to speak different languages. A shepherd boy kills a giant with a sling shot and becomes king. A huge fish swallows a man and in three days coughs him up. We could go on and on.

These biblical stories are the stories we heard as children. They grabbed our attention in our first Sunday school classes. Their pictures were our first images of faith. In those years of innocence these stories gave us hope and courage. They nurtured our fledging beliefs. We passed them along to our children with the hope they will pass them to their children and continue passing them, generation upon generation until the end of time.

Millennia ago, before they were written for the world to read, these great stories first appeared orally as songs and poems. They were sung and spoken around oasis campfires, in desert tents, in small villages beneath sycamore and oak trees. They were filled with wisdom, hope, encouragement, and guidance for a nomadic people. These wanderers began to cluster into small villages that eventually grew into towns and cities. Generation to generation, the stories grew with the people and the messages became part of their faith tradition. In those days, the stories were vibrant and alive. They were the Word of the Lord.

Today, four millennia later, the stories are still read and revered by people of faith. They stir our imaginations. The magnetism that draws Bill Moyers son to Star Wars over and over is one reason we continue to read the ancient stories of the Bible. But are they the vibrant Word of God they were long ago? Do they still speak today? If so, what do they say? The story-lines are active but do the messages of Gods word still resonate? Are they merely a collection of old stories about Gods mighty acts that no longer relate to the twenty-first century? Will they continue to be passed from generation to generation until the end of time or will they eventually die the slow death of a malnourished, anemic traditionalism? Will they continue to be easy bedtime reads for youngsters who will later grapple with the contradictions and inconsistencies and decide to trash them? Will future generations decide these stories belong to a pre-scientific age and have no relevance for their lives? Is writer and scholar Joseph Campbell correct when he says, The old time religion belongs to another age, another people, another set of human values, another universe.

Based upon modern trends these stories continue to be read, but the average reader may be missing the power of their spiritual truths. The end result is a lack of interest in the theology of the stories. For this reason, some branches of modern Christianity give little attention to the Old Testament. How did this lack of interest in the Old Testament stories occur and what can we do to revitalize interest?

One reason these Old Testament stories are an endangered species relates to how they have been presented and interpreted over time. They have been portrayed as historical fact which most are not. Historical truth surfaces in some of them but the stories have little to do with history. They were intended to be vehicles of faith, testaments of belief. The Old Testament is not entitled A History of the Israelites. The New Testament is not entitled A History of the Early Christian Church. Because they are witnesses of faith, they are appropriately, and accurately, called testaments. These narrative accounts were never intended to be understood as fact, but as vehicles of spiritual truth, as testaments of faith by their respective clouds of witnesses.

When presented as fact, these stories create unrealistic expectations. Young believers grow up and eventually face a choice. They can debunk and dump the stories as falsehoods, an unfortunate contemporary misunderstanding of myth, or they can adopt a literalistic position and incorporate the stories into their belief system as hard fact. The latter choice is intellectually dishonest and often leads to disillusion.

We believe these old stories are as relevant and meaningful now as they were millennia ago. We believe the messages are still there, as vibrant and poignant as they were when first sung, spoken, or written. To maintain their effectiveness, these stories must continually be interpreted for each generation.

The stories have been selected according to their popularity across time and the messages we considered most relevant for our age. Except for the story of Daniel, which follows Jonah, they are presented in the order they appear in the Old Testament. Linkage, a key word, is evidenced in that order. Common themes pervade these stories and continue into the New Testament, the reason Daniel is placed last. One objective of this book is to demonstrate how the truths of the stories of old found new life in the New Testament and can continue to be revitalized in the 21st century. Another is to bring the Old Testament back into the mainstream of Christian discussion, education and preaching. Targeted audiences include pastors and lay persons within the structure of the local church. Field-tested with several groups of different makeup, the book has already demonstrated an appeal to those with religious conservative backgrounds as well as those who have rejected the old interpretations and are looking for something fresh. Anyone who is searching for a deeper meaning and greater spiritual growth and development will find enriching insights and revelations.

This book can be read for personal knowledge and meditation or used as a teaching tool with small groups. The structure of each chapter is straightforward and simple: The Text, The Context, The Message, and Further Questions for Reflection and Discussion. With some stories, such as Ruth, Esther, and Jonah, a thematic format works best. The division subtitle The Text is the scripture. In some cases, due to the length of some scriptures, The Text will consist of key passages within the larger scripture. The Context discusses the history and background of the story, its placement within a larger text and relationship to other parts of the Old Testament. Context is also to how passages interweave into one body and interrelate. The Message flows from The Context. Questions for Reflection and Discussion are provided at the end of each chapter for personal meditation /or group study.

Because most of us are creatures of habit, another issue that generates some concern among Christians is the shift in dividing time from B. C. and A. D. to B. C. E. (Before the Common Era) and C. E. (Common Era). We Christians must realize, and rally understanding, that for those of other faithsJews, Muslims, Buddhists, etc.Jesus is not Lord and the abbreviations which work well for us, lack meaning and relevance for them. For this reason, most scholars have begun using the more inclusive abbreviations. Therefore Common Era means common to all people of all faiths who use the calendar of Western civilization and B.C.E. means Before the Common Era. The newer trend will be followed in this book.

For purposes of consistency and continuity, we have chosen the New International Version (NIV) of the Old Testament. However, we encourage our readers to read the same scripture from The King James Version (KJV), the Revised Standard Version (REV), New English Bible (NEB) and or the version of their choice. Translations can represent particular viewpoints.
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Chapter One



The First Creation Story: Heavens and Earth





Genesis 1-2:4a



THE TEXT



In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, Let there be light, and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. God called the light day, and the darkness he called night. And there was evening and there was morningthe first day.

Genesis 1: 1-5



THE CONTEXT



The scripture cited above is from the New International Version. The version most of us remember is from the King James Bible. The story appears at the very beginning of the Bible and is the one we heard first and know by heart. It is possibly the only creation story in our biblical memory. On the second day, God created the waters and the sky, and on the third day he created vegetation, plants, and trees of every kind. The sun, moon, and stars were created on the fourth day and living creatures on the fifth. Man was created on the sixth day. Then scripture states, Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array, (2:1) and God rested.

In this first story of creation, there is no primordial struggle or combat. From the beginning, God is in control. He is working from a determined plan. He is sovereign master of the universe, giving direction by verbal commands: God said, Let there be light, and there was light. (Genesis 1:3) He is finished in six days and rests on the seventh.

From the second verse on, Gods spiritual presence is dominant: The Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. The primary cause of the creation is Gods spiritual presence, not his voice. His voice is but an extension of His Spirit. This symbolic image of a spirit-filled God breathing his creating spirit into us as he hovers above persists throughout the Old and into the New Testament, throughout the life of the early church and into our present day.



THE MESSAGE



What does a biblical story in which God creates the earth in six days and rests have to say to the 21st century? More than any story in the Bible, this creation story collides with modern science and contemporary thought. After reading Genesis 1-5, many conclude this part of the Bible has nothing to say today. The story is millennia removed from our world of outer space, cyber space, and MySpace. However, when we examine these stories within context and in light of other biblical references, significant truths emerge.



In the beginning God



Whether in the centuries B.C.E. or in the 21st century C.E., all Judeo-Christian beliefs rest upon this one premise. In the beginning God is the beginning of theology as well as of philosophy. Ancient and modern philosophers ask the ultimate question of being: Why is there something rather than nothing? The authors of the creation story answer: In the beginning God. This is fundamental. There is either some viable, creative force behind this grand scheme or there is not. All faith begins with this core belief or it is empty and meaningless. Without an ultimate creator God, Lord of the Universe, there would have been no rainbow after the Flood, no faith of Abraham, no Promised Land, no Exodus, no deliverance from bondage, no burning bush, no Israel, Davidic dynasty, or messianic visionno Christno resurrection. Without In the beginning God, the entire structures of creed and dogma, ritual and liturgy would collapse.

The times in which we live are as precarious and shaky as those of old. The universe hangs by a thread. A wandering comet, aberrant meteoroid, or wayward meteorite could come crashing into our lives and end our revels, leave our world



melted into air, into thin air;

And like the baseless fabric of this vision,

The cloud-cappd towers, the gorgeous palaces,

The solemn temples, the great globe itself,

Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve

And like this insubstantial pageant faded,

Leave not a rack behind.1



When we affirm, We believe in God the Father we declare our belief in a Supreme Being and Creator. Through our creed, based upon Genesis 1:1, we affirm Gods existence. There was never a time God did not exist. Though we are born into existence, God was never born. He was always there. God could never not exist. Beyond the deep chaotic abyss an eternal God has always existed. Gods love has always been the heart of the universe.

In the beginning GodThe writer John surely thought of this when composing the Prologue to his Gospel: In the beginning was the Word. (1:1) He knew that without this Ultimate, creative and sustaining Force, he could not finish his Gospel. The papyrus leaves would be blank; the ink would dry up. There would be no Christ to write about if it were not for In the beginning God. There would be no Trinity or Triune God.

The writers of Old Testament Wisdom literature knew this. The Creation held a central position. It was an absolute basis for faith. The history of Israel is a saving history and it begins with a saving creation. The theme resonates in the prologue of the Gospel of John and throughout the New Testament.

The belief in one God, Monotheism, was the guiding force in the faith development of the People of God, later known as The People of Israel. The creation story affirmed that One God, known as YHWH (the Hebrew language left out vowels), which has come to be known as Yahweh, was the life force for all of the created order, including humankind. The story helped the Hebrews believe in this One and only, powerful God, with whom they were bound by a Covenant Relationship.

In the beginning God createdand God saw that it was good. (1:1, 10b)

Often what is not said in scripture looms more important than what is said. God is not depicted saying it was the best or it was perfect. He did not sit back with a satisfied sultanic clap and say, It is finished. Whether one believes the earth was created in six literal days or in six days symbolic of a much lengthier time frame, God took his time. An intrinsic value of goodness exists in all of creation. But it was not perfected. St. Paul spoke of the whole creation as groaning, just as we ourselves groan inwardly for redemption. (Romans 8:22). Creation is good but it can be better. God has given to us a wondrous and ample creation for all of our physical needs, but His good creation was not an end product. It was the beginning of one which would continue. Creation is on-going and humans are involved with God in the process. The writer of the first Genesis creation story makes this clear as he quickly moves to the theme of stewardship: let them ruleover all the earth and over all the creatures(1:26).

God has appointed us stewards of His creation. As people in covenant with the Creator God, we are called to care for the earth and all of creation. The Old Testament story of creation, what does it say today? It speaks volumes, relevant and timely volumes. No Old Testament theme could be more relevant to todays world.

A critical part of that stewardship is stated in Genesis 1:26, And God said Let us make humankind in our own image, according to our likeness and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and the birds of the airover all the earth. We are enough like God that we can think, we can plan, we can analyze, etc. Therefore, we have the capacity to take care of the creation that God has given to us. Being made in Gods image means we must assume God-like responsibilities. That is the challenge implied. Granted, it was His world, but we are made in His image and granted the responsibility of being His stewards.

Whether one believes in creationism or evolution, In the beginning was Godand God saw that it was good. God was the divine creating, driving force. Regardless of ones religious orientation, there is a growing concern among people of faith to support global conservation. Jews and Christians, Fundamentalists and Liberals, all join in supporting policies and practices of conservation, globally and locally. In our local community, recycling has become a part of daily routine. As we take our recyclable items to the street on recycling day we feel we are fulfilling a challenge inscribed millennia ago in the first verses of the Bible. When one of our councilwomen suggested recycling was our Christian duty, she was blasted by others on the newspapers editorial page. Some saw no connection with Christ or with the Christ of the Trinity, co-creator with God the Father, maker of heaven and earth. They had probably never heard of the first heresy of the church which denied responsibility for anything material. They had never heard of Gnostics. But their reactions mirror the first heresy the early church faced.

The question is as valid now as ever: What is Gods will for creation today? If we are to believe the first verses of the Bible, we can rest assured God wills for the creation to serve the highest purposes of humankind and for humankind to reciprocate. If we are to believe the first verses of the Bible, we can rest assured God does not will waste and destruction. The contemporary concern for Global warming is certainly one way of understanding what our wastefulness is doing to the planet.

How can we work with God to bring about a better quality of stewardship to avoid endangering creation? A slogan recently made the rounds among environmentalists and those tuned to environmental issues: Live simply that others may simply live. This phrase becomes more and more meaningful as we consider famine around the world Darfur, Somalia, Bangladeshwhere people cannot grow their own food. What should people of faith do? There is the ever-present growing energy crisis. Should we use corn, needed by starving millions, to make ethanol to help reduce our dependency on foreign crude oil? What should people of faith do? Should we make sacrifices, drive slower, drive less, car pool, use mass transit, etc., etc.? What is Gods will for creation? Should people of faith make personal sacrifices so starving children thousands of miles away can live, live more simply that they might simply live?

We have been wasteful. Our actions are slowly destroying the fragile biosphere, the heavens, that protects us, that God said was good. We are using our natural resources as if they are limitless. Americans are conspicuous consumers. When will we learn? When will we take global warming seriously as a nation and become better stewards of Gods good creation? When will we listen to ancient Bible verses that still speak today?



The Sabbath



By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing, so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. (2:2)



God rested. The most compelling aspect of this passage is Gods humanness, a foreshadowing of Jesus when he grew weary and had to rest. (John 4:6) God was the first person to practice stress management. He maintained balance in his energy. This harmony is underscored in the following verse: And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy. But that is not the end of the thought. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy because on it he rested from all his work of creating that he had done. (2:3italics added) Rest and holy are inextricably bound together. They are inseparably intertwined in the ongoing creative process. One cannot exist without the other. Work and rest are a rhythm in the created order of things. The concept is so important it is included in the Ten Commandments. Humans must honor this God-created, God-endowed rhythm. It is one as sensitive to disruption as the God-created, God-endowed ecosystem.

The word holy, as the great Scottish preacher James S. Stewart reminds us, may have lost its meaning. In his book The Gates of New Life, Stewart credits the famous Baptist preacher Harry Emerson Fosdick for reminding us of the original meaning of the word.



Wholesome, healthy. Holiness means inward health. It means healthy instincts, healthy emotions, every part of life in a disciplined, balanced, wholesome condition. It means, in short, to put it psychologically, an integrated personality.2



Holiness in individuals is achieved when they maintain a healthy integrated personality rather than striving to be pious, righteous, and set apart. One reaches a sense of balance in life which includes rest. The words of an old hymn call our attention to the importance of spending quiet time with God: Take Time To Be Holy. If the omnipotent Creator in whose image we are made rested, should not we? Some faith groups observe other days for rest. According to the words of Jesus: The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. (Mark 2:27) and Therefore, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:12b; Mark 3:4; Luke 6: 9).

Holistic health is a concept that has come of age. Books on the subject are best-sellers and fill the Spiritual and Health sections at bookstores. People want to feel good and stay healthy. All of us need to be reminded that this is not only new news, it is old news, and it is good news.



QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY AND DISCUSSION





	1.
	How did the Hebrew people arrive at a faith in One God? Why are the creation stories important to our understanding of God?






	2.
	If all that God created is good, does that mean creation is perfect? Do you believe that God created all of life and then left us to our devices? Or, is God still involved with us in His creative process?






	3.
	How can we fulfill our stewardship of Gods creation? How do we care for the earth and pass a better world to the generations yet to come?






	4.
	How can we conserve our limited natural resources? Have we become such greedy consumers that we may bring irreversible harm to our environment?






	5.
	Why is Sabbath important? How do you observe Sabbath? Think of creative ways that we could celebrate Sabbath as God intended.
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Chapter Two


The Second Creation Story: Adam and Eve, and the Fall




Genesis 2:44:17


THE TEXT


When the Lord made the earth and the heavensand no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung upand there was no man to work the groundthe Lord formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living being. Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden and there he put the man he had formed . . . in the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil . . . .

Genesis 2:4-5, 7-9


The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, You are free to eat from any tree in the garden but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for when you eat of it you will surely die. The Lord God said, It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make him a helper suitable for him . . . .

Genesis (2:15-18)


But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping he took one of the mans ribs . . . then the Lord God made a woman from the rib . . . and he brought her to the man . . . . The man and his wife were both naked and they felt no shame . . .

Genesis 2:20b-25


You will not surely die, the serpent said to the woman. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil . . . . When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband . . . . Then the eyes of both of them were opened and they realized they were naked so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

Genesis 3:4, 6-7


And he said, Who told that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded not to eat from? The man said, The woman you put here with meshe gave me some fruit from the tree and I ate it. . . . Then the Lord said to the woman, What is this you have done? The woman said, The serpent deceived me, and I ate. . . . By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return . . . .

Genesis 3:11-13, 19


Then the Lord said to Cain, Where is your brother Abel?

I dont know, he replied. Am I my brothers keeper?

Genesis 4:9


THE CONTEXT


As the reader can see, in Genesis there are not one, but two creation stories.

The first concludes with 2:4a, This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. The second creation story begins with chapter 2:4b: When the Lord made the earth and the heavensand no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and plant of the field had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the groundthe Lord formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living being. In this second creation story (Genesis 2: 4b-25), the order of creation is reversed. Man is created first, followed by the trees and animals, and lastly, woman.

The two stories are different. The first is stark in its majestic sweep; the second uses a simple pictorial approach. The wording of the first is precise, but the second is written with less care. They move in different thought-forms. In the first creation story the sexes are created together: male and female he created them.(Genesis 1: 27b) In the second version of creation, the Lord creates woman from man: This is now bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh, she shall be called woman for she was taken out of man. (Genesis 2:23) In the first creation story, (Genesis 1-2:4), man and woman are created in the image of God. They are separated from the animals and given authority to have dominion over them. The author(s) omits the story of Adam and Eve, the Garden, and the Fall.

The writer of the second story has no mechanics of creation. He assumes without description, God made the heavens and the earth. (Genesis 2:4b) then expands (2:4b-25) into the creation of man, placing him in a ready-made garden watered by streams that came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground, (2:6) In other words, the garden required no work. God then creates woman from the mans rib and instructs the two not to eat of the fruit from the tree in the middle of the Garden. The chapter closes with, The man and his wife were both naked and they felt no shame. (2:25)

Despite their differences, the two stories are similar in their common goal: Gods crowning creation of humankind and structuring of all else around it. (Genesis 2:4b) As in most creation stories, neither contains a dualistic struggle between opposing forces or two gods vying for control. The will of a single Deity acts. Though they possess different core truths, the two are intricately intertwined. The fundamental truth of the first half of the second creation story, Genesis 2:4-25, echoes the theme of the first creation story. The focus is on God as the sole creator of the universe. Emphasis in the second half, Genesis 3-4:17, is on Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, accountability for the presence of evil in the world, and the Fall of humankind. In the second creation story, for example, we see the beginning of the relationship of God to the world, of God to humanity, of humanity to the world, of male to female, and individuals to individuals. A secondary purpose in the second story is to demonstrate the unpleasant consequences which happen to people when they disobey Gods laws. The story of Cain and Abel is an outcome and subplot of this latter theme. In the second creation story, therefore, we see the beginning of the relationship of God to the world, of God to humanity, of humanity to the world, of male to female, and individuals to individuals.

The narrative in the second story portrays Gods creation of Adam on the same day he created earth and heaven. With this Type-A God, presto, the world is there, no six or seven days. Adam is immediately placed in a garden which God has already planted and will constantly water. Nothing is required of Adam; no effort on his part is needed. He is on welfare or God-fare unless he messes up. In Genesis 2:18 God decides to create a companion for Adam which he accomplishes by using one of Adams ribs (vv 22-24). The command to not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die, (v 17) precedes the creation of woman (vv 22-24).

Though the full presentation of the story begins at 2:4 and ends at 3:23, the invasion of sin and Fall of humanity begins at 3:1 and concludes at 3:23. The episode is unparalleled in the Old Testament and never mentioned again. The participation of Adam and Eve appears balanced: she instigates the act; he participates in the inquiry. According to the late theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Eve falls firstBut the culmination of the story is the fall of Adam. Eve only falls totally when Adam fallsAdam falls because of Eve, Eve falls because of Adam, the two are one.3

Evil occurs but the devil is never mentioned. There is good reason: monotheism. There is no devil at this early stage of Jewish religious development. There is only one God and He has no competition. The primary purpose of this second creation story is not to document the origin of evil, but focus on the human response to temptation and the guilt which follows. Humans must claim ownership for their sins. We find no account here of the Fall of Lucifer, as we do in Dante, Milton, and Catholic theology. Bonhoeffer again: In the entire story the devil incarnate is never introduced.4 The words sin and repent do not appear.

Woman shows no fear or anxiety in her casual encounter with the snake. Immediately, the snake puts God at the center of the conversation: Did God really say, You must not eat from any tree in the garden? Throughout the discussion, God remains the focus as the serpent presents possibilities. There is no pressure on the part of the snake. He contradicts God: they will not die. Eve is left with a decision. The tree offers good nutritious food. What is wrong with gaining wisdom from the nutrition? When the fruit is offered to Adam, he does not resist. With no forethought of consequence, he partakes even though he has been warned by God. (2:16). Their eyes are opened; they hide from God. With this transgression of Gods will, their perspective changes. Everything looks different. The party is over. The first humans are on their own. They are off God-fare.

Inquest follows the act. God, as judge, conducts a court of inquiry. The balance between male and female is seen again within the context of the dialogue. Woman is the primary dialogue partner with God in 3:1-5 and man serves that role in 3: 9-12. In this more primitive story, God takes on strong personal, anthropomorphic images. He approaches his first humans with physical presence. They hear the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day. (3:8b) They respond with fear and feel naked before their Creator. What happened to make them feel naked? What has this new knowledge done to the first man and woman? These key questions have been debated by theologians for centuries. Both male and female deflect responsibility. They play the blame game. Man blames the




















































 







































































	1.
	 After reading about both creation stories, brainstorm and list the differences between the two creation stories.






	
	Had you been previously aware there were two stories of Creation? If so, what did you learn from this study that was new?






	
	Why were there different orders of creation?






	
	What does it mean to be created in the image of God? What are the implications of your understanding for the various levels of society: individual, family, community, state, nation?






	2.
	What is sin? The word occurs for the first time at Genesis 4:7.






	
	Is there a difference between knowing good and evil and knowing the difference between good and evil?






	
	Is knowing the difference and acting accordingly what God expects of us?






	
	What does God expect of us?






	3.
	What is evil? Is it the same as sin?






	4.
	Does Satan exist? If so, how is he manifested? Is he responsible for sin?






	5.
	If you believe there is a force known as Satan, how do you reconcile that belief with monotheism, the belief in one God? Do you see a contradiction?






	6.
	Where do you see the blame game in your life? Your community? The nation? The world?






	7.
	Based on what you have learned so far in Genesis, what implications, if any, do you see for our current geo-political situation in the mid-East?






	8.
	What would it be like to possess God-like knowledge?






	9.
	Did God through his own actions lead to Abels death?
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