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THE
HIDDEN FOLK

A long time ago, many people believed the
world was full of magic. Around the globe
people told stories about fairies that hid in
forests and mermaids that lived in seas. We
still tell some of these stories today.

Did you know?

In the past, people blamed these hidden
folk for bad things that happened. They

said that goblins
made babies
cry, elves made
milk go sour and
mermaids made
ships crash on
rocks.






But there are also stories about good fairies
who grant wishes and kind brownies who
secretly help with household tasks. Brownies
are very shy, very hairy Scottish fairies. They
do not like to be given anything for their
work and will leave at once if they think
they are being paid in any way.

Story spot

One day, a poor
farmer found out that
a brownie was helping
on his farm. He made
the brownie a little set
of clothes to say thank
you. The brownie
left that day.






FAIRIES

In most stories today, fairies are small, kind
creatures that can fly. They love to dance
and laugh.

Did you know?

One hundred years
ago, two young girls
took photographs
of fairies at the
bottom of their
garden. The
photographs
became known as
‘The Cottingley
Fairies’.

When they were old ladies, Elsie
Wright and Frances Griffiths
admitted their photographs were
fake. They still claimed they had
really seen fairies, though!






Spotter’s guide:

Fairy

Fairies are delicate, pretty and very small.
Most fairies are girls but there are boy
fairies too. Fairies usually look very young
and have happy tinkling voices.

wings

wand

a fairy
is about
10cm tall

dresses of floaty fabric, flower
petals or leaves – they often
wear green to hide better
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