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        One Blind Date Too Many

      

      

      
        
        Vanessa Lowell detests Valentine’s Day, a painful reminder of the love she lost when her husband perished in Afghanistan. Unbeknownst to her, friends attempt to brighten the day by arranging a blind date. Little does she suspect that this setup will introduce her to Disco Dave, an unlikely contender for her affections.

      

        

      
        Three years after losing his wife, David Baker is weary of friends meddling in his love life. To counter their efforts, he adopts the persona of Disco Dave, embracing the role of the worst date imaginable. However, when he crosses paths with Vanessa, attraction sparks, though trepidation looms. Cupid's arrow finds its mark, leaving Dave grappling with unexpected feelings.

      

        

      
        Can David and Vanessa break free from the cycle of disastrous dates, or are their hearts forever tethered to the past? In a journey that explores the possibility of finding love after loss, they confront the lingering question: Can one truly open their heart to love again after experiencing its profound depths?

      

      

      
        
        Receive a free book when you sign up for my new book alerts!

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHAPTER 1

          

        

        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

      

    

    
      Vanessa had spent Christmas alone. Several people invited her to have lunch with them, but she refused. Today, her grief rode her hard, like a wild bucking horse jerking her in every direction. While others were joyous, she experienced utter sadness. 

      Tonight, she walked through the park with a single rose in her hand. Something urged her to go the statue, so she reacted to her instincts. 

      A cloud crossed over the moon as she neared the monument, gazing up at the boy in a diaper, she sighed. No one in town realized that her husband was the great-great-great nephew of the famous Thomas Cupid. For this reason, she must’ve felt compelled to be here. 

      "Oh, honey, I miss you so much. How can I go on without you?" she said, trying to stop the tears that had flowed all day. As she laid the flower at the foot of Cupid, a shimmering light appeared before her and a warmth filled her. 

      Rising, she saw the apparition. Her heart stopped for a moment at the image of Kevin, just the way she remembered him. There was no fear, only an outpouring of love.

      "Merry Christmas, Vanessa."

      The love of her life moved toward her and her husband's lips were on hers once more. As she basked in his embrace, a healing contentment overcame her.

      Slowly he released her. "You'll always be my girl, but it's time for us each to move on. Remember our love but live your life to the fullest. Fall in love again, get married, and have those babies you want so badly. I'll always love you but know that I am at peace." 

      She reached up and touched his face, her fingers caressing his strong jaw once more. "Vaya con Dios, my love. You live on in my heart."

      "Goodbye, Vanessa.” The sparkling apparition slowly dissipated and she knew he was gone. 

      "Goodbye, my love," she whispered, her voice cracking.

      The sound of Christmas carols resounded in the street, her favorite carol. And she knew it was his way of saying farewell. 

      Until tonight, they never had the chance to say goodbye. With a sigh, she turned to walk home. 

      A man stood staring at the statue and she wondered if he'd witnessed the reunion with her husband.

      "Is the superstition true?" he asked as she passed. 

      Stopping, she stared at the statue thinking there must be something magical about the God of Love. "Yes. If you want to meet the love of your life, dance naked around Cupid at midnight."

      "Will you be there?" the man asked.

      Shaking her head, she smiled. "Not yet. But some day. Merry Christmas."

      With a lightness in her heart she hadn't felt in a long time, she continued walking out of the park. Someday, love would find her again. Someday, when she was ready. 
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      A Year Later

      Vanessa hated Valentine's Day with a passion. Especially since she had no one to share the day with. Store shelves were lined with candy, cards, and flowers to express love. The day for lovers was like a slap in the face to those who had loved and lost. 

      Gradually the grief from her husband's death had eased, though not a day went by that she didn't think of him. Sure, she understood he was gone, never to return, and he'd given her his blessing to move on with her life. But a great love didn't just land in your lap. And she was holding out for someone special. 

      This year for the first time ever, she had done online dating, but out of her three dates, not a one would she see again. 

      Yes, they were bad. 

      Tonight, her friends invited her to attend a party celebrating the night they all danced around the Cupid statue and found love. Spending time with a group of couples commemorating when they met was not exactly her first choice of things to do, but she would make an appearance. Three days from now, on Valentine's Day, she planned on hibernating until things returned to normal. 

      Turning down the lane, she saw the ranch house where Shadow and Jim Lawrence lived. Over a year ago while working at a Christmas event with Brie, she met the Lawrence women and became friends. Today was their way of observing Valentine's with their husbands and children. 

      A quick appearance and she would be out the door and heading back home. 

      Parking her car, she noticed all the vehicles. Looked like a large turnout. 

      Walking up to the door, nerves gripped her stomach. A couple's party, which she still found almost impossible to attend. Hopefully, she would be gone faster than Cupid could pull back his arrow. 

      When she reached the door, a man stepped up at the same time. He smiled, dimples creasing his cheeks, a trimmed beard covered his jaw, the hair dark and matching what covered his head. His emerald eyes twinkled and brought a smile to her face. The wind whipped around the entryway and she pushed her auburn hair out of her face.

      "Hi," he said. 

      "Hi." For a second, she thought she'd seen him somewhere, but couldn't quite place him.

      "If this is a couple's party I'm out of here in five minutes," he said standing on the doorstep. 

      Turning toward him, she grinned. "My thoughts exactly. Do I know you?"

      "No," he said. "David Baker."

      "Vanessa Lowell," she said, shaking his outstretched hand. "Nice to meet you."

      The attractive man had buff arms, a nice smile, and probably was a serial killer or something if he was single. All she had dated since her husband’s untimely death had been one loser after another.

      Glancing at the door and then at her shyly, he pressed the bell. "Here we go."

      Jim opened the door. "David and Vanessa, so glad you came. Come on in."

      Strolling through the entryway, Vanessa glanced at all the Valentine decorations. "Wow. Did you buy the store out of paper Cupids and hearts?"

      The house looked like someone had exploded in the room with hearts, cupids, and tinsel. They were definitely into Valentine's Day.

      Jim laughed. "My wife went a little overboard. We are together because of a bet I lost that had me dancing naked around Cupid in the town square. Let me take your coats and then you guys mingle and say hello to everyone." He paused. "Have the two of you met?"

      With a quick glance at Vanessa, David smiled. "Yes, right on your door step."

      "Oh," Jim said. "The girls wanted to introduce you." Grabbing their jackets, he walked away.

      Leaning over, David said low in her ear. "Looks like we're being set up. Third time this year for me. How about you?”

      She shook her head. "Second."

      A shiver trickled down her spine. Glancing at him, she frowned. "Are we the only singles in the room?"

      "From what I can tell, yes."

      "Maybe I should leave," she said, feeling uncomfortable. Her New Year's resolution was to find someone this year, but so far between the online dating and her friends, it was like buying a used car from a tote the note lot. Usually, a real dud of a ride.

      "No, stay and let's play along to see what kind of game they're up to. Let's have some fun
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