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   Space is vast and untamed, and it holds many secrets.   Now two individuals from opposite ends of settled space are on a collision course with the darkest of those secrets, even as the world threatens to explode around them. 


   


  …or they will be, in about 8 years. Restless is a short story prequel to Starshine , Book One of the Aurora Rising trilogy.


  Before Alex Solovy was a successful interstellar scout, she was building starships and planning for the day when she would fly one she called her own. Before Caleb Marano was wiping out the terrorist group who murdered his mentor, he was…wiping out terrorist groups who murdered shopkeepers and threatened his friends.


  Catch a glimpse of Aurora Rising ’s heroes while they were still becoming the individuals they will need to be in order to face the galactic threat which, for now, waits silently in the void.


   


   When faced with its greatest challenge, will humanity rise to triumph or fall to ruin? 


   Aurora Rising  is an epic tale of galaxy-spanning adventure, of the thrill of discovery and the unquenchable desire to reach ever farther into the unknown. It's a tale of humanity at its best and worst, of love and loss, of fear and heroism. It's the story of a woman who sought the stars and found more than anyone imagined possible.
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   DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


   Alexis ‘Alex’ Solovy  
    Starship pilot, scout and space explorer; 
 daughter of Miriam and David Solovy. 
 Faction:  Earth Alliance 


   


   Caleb Marano  
    Special Operations intelligence agent, 
 Senecan Federation Division of Intelligence. 
 Faction:  Senecan Federation 


     


   Kennedy Rossi  
 Ship Designer, IS Design; 
 friend of Alex Solovy. 
 Faction:  Earth Alliance 


   


   Mia Requelme  
 Businesswoman; 
 friend of Caleb Marano. 
 Faction:  Independent 


     


   Samuel Padova  
 Special Ops, SF Intelligence; 
 mentor of Caleb Marano. 
 Faction:  Senecan Federation 


     


   Miriam Solovy (Admiral)  
 EA North American Logistics Director; 
 mother of Alex Solovy, widow of David Solovy. 
 Faction:  Earth Alliance 
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  EARTH


  SAN FRANCISCO


  I quit.


  Alex Solovy rolled the words around in her mind, trying out different inflections and intonations and generally letting her brain grow comfortable with the notion. Not so much the words themselves as what they signified.


  Freedom, in all its wondrous and terrifying splendor.


  She was on pleasant terms with her boss at Pacifica Aerodynamics—if not necessarily her coworkers—and bore him and the enterprise he operated no particular ill will. The opposite in fact; it was a decent company as companies went, inasmuch as it hadn’t allowed two centuries worth of ship fabrication to weigh it down or stifle an innovative spirit.


  No, unlike so many legions of corporate drones she wasn’t quitting because she hated her job. She was quitting because the job had always been nothing more than a means to an end—a way to gain a fulsome understanding of and skill in operating every conceivable system to be found on a starship, plus each one’s variations, quirks and maintenance requirements.


  Two years before, she had left IS Design on Erisen because she had learned everything they had to teach her. Now she would leave Pacifica Aerodynamics for the same reason.


  Seeing as they were the two premiere civilian starship manufacturers in the Earth Alliance, the only place where she could learn the remaining—and the most important—lessons was space itself.


  She had also spent the previous four years of gainful employment saving every spare credit to pass through her account. Never one to spend frivolously on consumer trappings, she had trimmed her expenses to the bone by sharing a flat with Kennedy while on Erisen and, upon returning to San Francisco, renting a modest one-bedroom apartment in a once-and-not-yet-again-trendy neighborhood.


  The savings had built up quickly, albeit not so quickly as her innate restlessness might have liked. And now ninety-five percent of those savings had been spent on a ship of her own.


  Her ship.


  She let those words roll around exquisitely in her mind as she went to break the good news to her boss.
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  SENECA


  Cavare, Capital of the Senecan Federation


  Caleb Marano flattened himself against the wall and readied the Daemon at his hip.


  From the other side of the entrance Samuel counted down the seconds with his fingers. When the last finger dropped Samuel activated the door and they stormed into the room.


  A makeshift office containing only a collapsible desk sitting askew and cartons stacked along both walls, the setting carried all the hallmarks of shady and transient criminal activity.


  “Pascal Abelli, you are under arrest for blackmail and extortion of a government official. You may—”


  “I don’t think so.” Abelli drew his own Daemon as footsteps pounded down the hallway behind them.


  The investigation had fallen to the Division of Intelligence because there was some question as to whether a government official, Interior Director Orsi De Campo, had in truth engaged in the crime Abelli was blackmailing him to keep secret—selling Federation secrets to the Triene cartel. If the Director had not done so, the pertinent question became how classified material had found its way into Pascal Abelli’s hands.


  Samuel shot Abelli before the gun made it halfway up. Caleb stayed by the entrance, waited a beat, then threw an elbow backwards to smash the face of the guard who burst through the doorway, knocking the man flat on his back as blood gushed from a crushed nasal septum.


  He spun and fired as the guard tried to get up, confiscated the man’s gun and tossed it to Samuel. Next he crouched to search the now unconscious form for other weapons.


  Laser fire streaked above his head. He lunged forward to tackle the second guard at the knees when the opposite wall turned red in a spray of blood propelled out of the hole burned through the man’s chest. The body collapsed to the floor.


  After Caleb checked to confirm the hallway harbored no further attackers, he climbed to his feet and found Samuel lowering the gun Caleb had tossed to him, his personal shield sparking with residual energy dissipation.


  “Guess his gun wasn’t set to stun. And I thought I might actually get to finish this op without having to kill anyone.”


  “When was the last time that happened?”


  “Too long ago to remember, seems like.” Samuel flipped Abelli’s prone body onto his stomach and secured his arms in wrist restraints. “This guy’s a
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