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Dedication
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To Alufisayo,

With appreciation for your zeal and passion for the truth of God's Word.

May this book help us lay aside our denominational differences and focus on the one true foundation: Christ.

May the Holy Spirit lead you, as He has led me, into the fullness of His grace and knowledge.

I pray this book brings clarity, wisdom, and the peace that comes from understanding the complete work of Christ.

With love in Christ,

Lawrence Njihia
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A Personal Story: Understanding Salvation Beyond Rituals
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Like many, I grew up in a world of cause and effect. I was taught that if you worked hard enough, or believed the right things, you'd receive the right outcomes. But God, in His infinite mercy, didn't meet me on that level. He didn't wait for me to figure it all out first. He simply met me where I was, right in the middle of my confusion and ignorance.

When I was 12, God spoke to me in a dream. It wasn't some deep theological epiphany-it was just an invitation to follow Him. So I gave my life to Him, not really understanding the grand scheme of it all. I was eager but so uninformed about what it actually meant to be saved. I even remember, in my youthful zeal, being open to whatever spiritual influence came my way, even from my unregenerate brother. He would sometimes preach to me with as much fervor as any preacher.

As time went on, I began to understand more about the doctrines of the faith, and at around 19, I learned about water baptism. So, I decided to follow through and be baptized. I remember the moment distinctly, not because of some overwhelming emotional revelation about my identity in Christ, but because as I came up from the water, a question kept echoing in my mind: If Jesus had returned before this moment, would I have been ready?

The question long outlasted the dry water. I wondered, was my salvation sealed when I first believed, or did it require something more? Was it the act of baptism that made it official? Or was it something deeper, something unseen, that made me truly His?

And in the end, I found myself left with a question I never really answered—when, exactly, did I get saved? Was it the moment I first heard His voice and said "Yes"? Was it the public declaration of baptism? Or was it something I still couldn't quite put into words?
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Purpose
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This book is born out of love, not the kind of love that seeks to prove a point or to divide based on denominational lines, but a love that genuinely desires to see others come to the truth. It is not to grandstand or even display my knowledge. I write to answer a question that has haunted me for years, a question I have tried to answer with all of my being-formal study, reflection, and the quiet leading of the Holy Spirit.

I know I am not alone in this search to understand. There are many, including my dear friend Alufisayo, who hunger and thirst for more of God and His truth. We ache to know Him deeply, beyond the surface answers we've been taught. This book is one way for me to offer what I've learned on my own journey. To share the lessons I've picked up from theological study, yes, but also from the intimate whispers of the Holy Spirit.

As such, I have come to understand that the search for truth is not only mine but a shared longing for something deeper, more real. My hope is that sharing what I have learned might quench that thirst for you just as it was quenched for me. I will mostly use my life’s journey as an example, and I hope it will speak to you at a deeper level.

As a young boy, barely starting to understand the dynamics of faith, life, and growing up, I was hit with a wave of confusion that I couldn't quite shake. My faith in Christ was real, but I had no clue how to live it out. The intense, often conflicting desires of adolescence, combined with the hormonal changes of growing up, left me lost. I knew that I loved God, but the world around me pulled me in many directions.

Salvation seemed something so nice, but also it sounded like a word too far above me. A teenager-agonizing over trying to make some sense of this tension between this new faith and all those natural desires I had no control over. I was caught between the ideal of what I knew God wanted for me and the reality of who I was still becoming. I didn't know my right from my left. The confusion just didn't stay in my teenage years; it followed me right into what I thought was adulthood. Even while stepping into the responsibilities of being an adult, the uncertainty didn't leave. I still wasn’t sure about my salvation. The question of whether I’d ever truly be "ready" for heaven was a constant undercurrent.

I couldn't identify what I had been saved from or why it felt like I was living a double life. How could I be saved when I still struggled with so many things? Was baptism the final step? Was the Holy Spirit present in me the way I'd been told? These questions lingered, making it hard to confidently step forward.

But then, God, in His infinite grace, broke through the fog. He revealed to me what I had longed to understand—salvation isn't about what I do or how well I behave; it's about the finished work of Christ. And with that revelation came a clarity that I couldn't keep to myself. I can't sit quietly while others, like I was, are stuck in that same fog of uncertainty and confusion.

As much as I would like to, I cannot discuss every single doctrine in Christianity within this book. However, I am led to speak to three major areas that have brought confusion to my life and many other people's lives: salvation, baptism, and the Holy Spirit. These are some of the basic yet very misunderstood parts of the Christian walk, and they are important enough not to be left in the dark.

I am not writing this book to gather followers or to constitute a following with me at the center. Simple is my aim: to make known the truth. To dispel the confusion that holds so many of us captive. This is a call to clarity, a call to move from uncertainty into the light of what God has made clear through His Word and His Spirit.
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Salvation
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Salvation has always been a hotly debated subject. Many contend with questions like: What must I do to be saved? Can I lose my salvation? What am I even saved from?

The answers differ, depending on the person being asked. Some say they are saved from hell, others from suffering, and still others from God’s wrath. Yet at its core, salvation is all about being rescued from the punishment and the power of sin. By the way, did you know that the power of sin is the law?

We will delve into that later, but right now let me relate something to you.

As a young believer(back in the days), I remember struggling under the pressure of trying to earn my salvation. I would diligently try to keep the commandments, the few that I knew, I tried to do good works and avoid sin at all costs. Surely God, I thought, must be impressed with me. I was reasoning the same way Job did in Job 31.

Yet no matter how hard I tried, I continually felt like I was sinking in quicksand. Yet I kept on trying to be perfect. The more I tried to save myself, the more I sank..... Deeper!

I thought salvation was a ladder, where every rung represented my effort to climb closer to God. I tried with my best efforts, climbed a few stairs on Sunday, but ultimately found myself slipping back into the pit. There’s something I didn’t understand a
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The Struggle Continues
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